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Phase 1: A bound atlas with distribution and habitat use und®

information for the 50 most abundant species captured
in southeastern Alaska from 1998-2004.

Phase 2: We are currently developing an interactive online atlas
of fish captured throughout Alaska from 1998-2005.
Data can be queried by species, habitat, and site.
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Clupeidae
Pacific herring
Clpeapsy

Ammodytidae
J\ Pacific sand lance
Ammodys hoaptorss

Gadidae
Walleye pollock
Theraga chakcogramma
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How To Get Started

= Clicking on the map of Alaska will launch
you into the electronic atlas.

= Then select a region you are interested in
(e.g., southeastern Alaska).

« Search the atlas by selecting specific
locations, sites, habitats, or fish species.

- Download data from your search results.
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Purpose of Atlas

This web-based atlas provides information
to resource managers on the distribution
and relative abundance of nearshore fishes
of Alaska. Shallow nearshore waters are
some of the most productive habitats in
Alaska and the most vulnerable to human
disturbance. So far, we have document-
ed 90 fish species in a variety of habitats
by beach seining and jigging in an effort
to identify Essential Fish Habitat (EFH).
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Benefits

= A quick reference for species occur-
ring in areas designated for develop-
ment or impacted by human distur-
bance (e.g., oil spills).

= Track long-term changes in fish dis-
tribution and habitat use.

« Identify habitats essential to different
life stages of commercially important
species.

The bound fish atlas of southeastern
Alaska is available at http://www.afsc.
noaa.gov/Publications/AFSC-TM/
NOAA-TM-AFSC-157.pdf

The online Nearshore Fish Atlas of
Alaska will be available on the NOAA,
NMFS, Alaska regional office website.

Importance

@ Quick reference for managers and
researchers

@ Ability to query data by species,
habitat, and site

@ Track changes in species distribution,
diversity, and habitat over time

@ |dentify areas that may need protection
from human disturbance
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