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Texas Rate Nearly Two Percentage Points Below the U.S. Rate 
Texas unemployment rate up slightly to 6.7 percent  

                
AUSTIN —Texas’ unemployment rate continues to trend well below the national rate. The seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate rose to 6.7 percent in March, while the U.S. unemployment rate climbed to 
8.5 percent. The Texas unemployment rate is up from 6.5 percent in February and 4.6 percent in March 
2008.  
 
Texas’ seasonally adjusted nonagricultural employment fell by 47,100 in March, following a loss of 
52,400 jobs in February. Texas recorded a net loss of 106,500 jobs in the past 12 months, compared with 
job losses of 4.8 million nationwide during the same period.  
 
“The Texas unemployment rate remained well below that of the nation, although Texas suffered a net loss 
of jobs in March,” said Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) Chairman Tom Pauken. “While the 
national recession continues to have an impact, TWC is focused on helping Texans find employment and 
weather these challenging economic times.” 
 
Trade, Transportation and Utilities added 5,800 jobs in March, and the Financial Services industry grew 
by 3,100 jobs. Education and Health Services gained 300 jobs in March for an increase of 59,600 jobs 
over the year reflecting a strong job growth rate of 4.7 percent. Industry losses hit Construction and 
Manufacturing the hardest, down 18,800 and 11,900 jobs, respectively.  
 
“TWC has allocated millions in federal stimulus dollars to support training and to help Texans find jobs,” 
said TWC Commissioner Representing Labor Ronny Congleton. “Workforce centers across the state are 
ready to help job seekers with work search, skills training and other services.” 
 
The Midland Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) experienced the lowest unemployment rate in the state 
at 4.3 percent (not seasonally adjusted). The Amarillo and Lubbock MSAs tied for second at 4.4 percent. 
 
“The rising unemployment rate is cause for concern, although Texas remained nearly two percentage 
points below the national unemployment rate of 8.5 percent,” said TWC Commissioner Representing the 
Public Andres Alcantar. “Job losses in many industry sectors in March draw attention to the broad-based 
effect of the national economic situation.”  
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Civilian Labor Force Estimates for Texas Metropolitan Statistical Areas 
Not Seasonally Adjusted (In Thousands) 

   March 2009 February 2009 March 2008 
  C.L.F. Emp.   Unemp. Rate C.L.F. Emp.  Unemp. Rate  C.L.F. Emp.  Unemp. Rate 

  United States 153,728.0 139,833.0 13,895.0 9.0 153,804.0 140,105.0 13,699.0 8.9  153,135.0 145,108.0 8,027.0 5.2 
  State of Texas 11,820.1 11,028.1 792.0 6.7 11,776.4 10,993.8 782.6 6.6  11,577.9 11,075.1 502.8 4.3 
  Abilene 82.7 78.4 4.3 5.2 82.2 78.1 4.1 5.0  81.3 78.4 2.9 3.6 
  Amarillo 129.2 123.5 5.7 4.4 129.0 123.2 5.8 4.5  128.3 124.2 4.1 3.2 
  Austin-Round Rock 881.8 827.3 54.5 6.2 877.0 821.9 55.1 6.3  859.2 826.3 32.9 3.8 
  Beaumont-Port Arthur 181.6 165.7 15.9 8.8 181.0 165.6 15.4 8.5  179.2 169.4 9.8 5.5 
  Brownsville-Harlingen 147.4 134.0 13.4 9.1 147.2 133.5 13.7 9.3  145.6 137.1 8.5 5.9 
  College Station-Bryan 106.7 101.5 5.2 4.8 106.6 101.4 5.2 4.9  106.4 102.7 3.7 3.5 
  Corpus Christi 205.7 193.0 12.7 6.2 205.0 192.7 12.3 6.0  203.5 195.0 8.5 4.2 
  Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington 3,146.1 2,926.4 219.7 7.0 3,141.8 2,924.3 217.5 6.9  3,106.1 2,969.9 136.2 4.4 

  Dallas-Plano-Irving MD 2,095.4 1,947.6 147.8 7.1 2,095.2 1,948.1 147.1 7.0  2,078.2 1,985.9 92.3 4.4 
  Fort Worth-Arlington MD 1,050.7 978.8 71.9 6.8 1,046.6 976.2 70.4 6.7  1,027.9 984.0 43.9 4.3 

  El Paso 303.7 278.8 24.9 8.2 302.2 277.5 24.7 8.2  298.0 281.0 17.0 5.7 
  Houston-Sugar Land-Baytown 2,803.0 2,619.5 183.5 6.5 2,793.5 2,613.0 180.5 6.5  2,747.3 2,631.1 116.2 4.2 
  Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood 159.6 150.1 9.5 5.9 159.3 149.6 9.7 6.1  155.2 148.1 7.1 4.6 
  Laredo 95.0 87.9 7.1 7.5 94.5 87.5 7.0 7.4  91.7 87.2 4.5 4.9 
  Longview 109.4 102.6 6.8 6.2 108.9 102.4 6.5 6.0  107.0 103.0 4.0 3.7 
  Lubbock 141.3 135.0 6.3 4.4 140.9 134.6 6.3 4.5  139.9 135.2 4.7 3.4 
  McAllen-Edinburg-Mission 291.3 263.6 27.7 9.5 290.6 262.6 28.0 9.6  280.2 262.2 18.0 6.4 
  Midland 76.8 73.5 3.3 4.3 76.4 73.4 3.0 3.9  73.9 72.0 1.9 2.6 
  Odessa 73.9 69.3 4.6 6.2 73.0 69.1 3.9 5.3  69.1 67.0 2.1 3.1 
  San Angelo 53.3 50.3 3.0 5.6 53.0 50.1 2.9 5.4  52.7 50.8 1.9 3.6 
  San Antonio 953.4 896.9 56.5 5.9 949.9 892.8 57.1 6.0  934.9 897.1 37.8 4.0 
  Sherman-Denison 56.6 52.2 4.4 7.7 56.2 52.2 4.0 7.1  55.2 52.5 2.7 4.9 
  Texarkana 63.8 60.3 3.5 5.5 64.1 60.4 3.7 5.7  62.8 60.1 2.7 4.2 
  Tyler 100.9 94.2 6.7 6.7 100.3 93.7 6.6 6.6  97.4 93.0 4.4 4.5 
  Victoria 57.9 54.3 3.6 6.2 57.8 54.4 3.4 5.9  57.7 55.7 2.0 3.5 
  Waco 111.9 105.2 6.7 6.0 111.2 104.8 6.4 5.8  109.5 105.0 4.5 4.1 
  Wichita Falls 72.8 68.0 4.8 6.6 72.6 67.7 4.9 6.7  72.5 69.5 3.0 4.1 
                                                                                              

 
 

 
Please note that the unemployment estimates for the United States and Texas in this chart are “Not 
Seasonally Adjusted” for purposes of comparison to the “Not Seasonally Adjusted” Metropolitan 
Statistical Area data.  
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The Texas Workforce Commission is a state agency dedicated to helping Texas employers, workers and communities 
prosper economically. For details on TWC and the services it offers in unison with its network of local workforce 
development boards, call (512) 463-8556 or visit www.texasworkforce.org. 
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