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Lincoln Assassination Conspirators

With the 200th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s birth this past February, records reports the delivery and incarceration of Junius Brutus Booth. John
we begin a year's reflection on Lincoln, as well as the beginning of the  Wilkes Booth’s eldest brother was among many of the people arrested and ques-
sesquicentennial commemoration of the Civil War—the pivotal event of tioned during the manhunt. Junius, also an actor, had been performing in

Lincoln’s life.

NARA's Regional Archives system holds a wealth
of records that provide insight into this critical period
of US. history. Some of the most frequently request-
ed records include series detailing military recruit-
ment and service, armaments and logistics, and
enslavement and emancipation of Aftican
Americans. Filed among these often routine corre-
spondence and transactional accounts are hidden
treasures that can illuminate or broaden our perspec-
tive on other aspects or events of the Civil war era.

The hidden treasures featured this month docu-
ment one of the greatest manhunts and trials in
United States history—that of the Lincoln assassi-
nation conspirators. They are very modest-looking
pieces of paper. Their very modesty and quotidian
nature belie the volatile story.

The first is a multipage telegram, sent on April 15,
1865, describing the suspected assassin of Secretary
of State William H. Seward—the equivalent of the
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modern “BOLO” or “APB” familiar to readers and

viewers of thrillers and police procedurals. The last A SSAS SI N ATI 0 N
paragraph directs: “Use every exertion to arrest him,

and call to your aid the entire force under your con- co N s P I R ATO RS
trol. Invoke the aid of all citizens.” The original con-

spiracy called for the assassina-
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Jr. to the Old Capitol Prison. |
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Cincinnati. He was arrested in Philadelphia at his sis-
ter Asia’s house, together with Asia’s husband, John
Sleeper Clarke. Booth had left correspondence at
that house that proved Junius knew of the plot.

In the last document, handwritten copies of
Maj. Gen. John Frederick Hartranft's daily
reports detail the final days of the conspirators.
Hartranft’s final assighment of the Civil War was
to guard and care for the conspirators during
their incarceration. When their trial began, the
nation waited eagerly for news, and many
sought retribution against those they held
responsible for the nation’s grief. Hartranft resis-
ted calls for both vengeance and mercy and
continued to treat his notorious charges as
humanely as possible, facilitating meetings with
clergy and sending letters to and from family
members. Yet, as his detached, detailed descrip-
tion of the execution of four of the conspirators
shows, he did not allow emotion to impede the
performance of his duty.

The letterbook, passed down through the
Hartranft family, is held in the PA State Archives,
under an Affiliated Archives agreement with
NARA (NARA Record Group 393; ARC 586119).

The image here is of the
cover of a new regional pub-
lication of the Hartranft let-
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Poppies in Perris, CA
Courtesy of NARA Pacific Region
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laguna.archives@nara.gov
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April 2009

Captain Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., Awards Dinner
Sunday, April 26, 2009, 6 PM.
Sponsored by The Civil War Round Tables of
Massachusetts, the Massachusetts Lincoln
Bicentennial Commission, and the National Archives

Awards Dinner

Sunday, Aprif 26, 2009, 6:00 pm
at Ths National Archsves — Waltham,
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Captain Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.

Keynote Speaker — James McPherson
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New York, NY ]4
Finding Family:
Using Passenger
Arrival Records
Genealogists

General Public
866-840-1752

413-236-3604
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16

New York, NY
Family History
Game Show at

Ellis Island

1pm, 1:30 pm, and 2 pm

866-840-1752

Washington,DC
The Lincoln
Conspirators
Al Lecture
General Public
202-357-5053

I/

Federal Hall, NY

New York’'s National
Treasures 10 Am—4 pm.
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Research at NARA
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30

Manchester, NH 2 4
Finding the

Correct Ancestor:
Civil War Soldiers

Lecture/Genealogists
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Dandelion Production in Minnesota, 1943
RG 95, Courtesy of NARA Great Lakes Region
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Chicago, IL
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NARA'’s Great Lakes Region NARA’s NARA’s National Personnel NARA'’s Southwest Region
Chicago 773-948-9001 Central Plains Region Records Center (NPRC) Fort Worth 817-831-5620
chicago.archives@nara.gov Kansas City 816-268-8000 Archival Programs Division ftworth.archives@nara.gov

kansascity.archives@nara.gov St. Louis 314-801-0850



