THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES IN THE REGIONS...

A MONTHLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Document of the Month
Christmas Tree Ship

20th centuries, numerous

schooners plied Lake
Michigan in the late Fall and
early Winter with cargoes of e
Christmas trees bound for '
Chicago markets. The ever-
green trees, harvested from
forests and nurseries in
Wisconsin and Michigan, were
bound for sale in Chicago’'s
festive holiday market where
there was a high demand for
inexpensive trees for the
urban dwellers.

ln the late 19th and early

By November, 1912, D 0 7

Captain Herman .
Schuenemann, veteran VL=
master of the schooner
Rouse Simmons, had routinely
hauled Christmas trees to

Rivers’ powerboat
launched. Shortly there-
after, it reached the
schooner’s approximate
position, but darkness,

L heavy snow, and mist

| obscured any trace of the
Rouse Simmons and its
crew. The ship and its
cargo of 5,000 Christmas
trees had vanished.

Lot /3 Pt ver the years since the

, ! 200 ton schooner’s

a i aA s disappearance, the legends
surrounding the ship grew.
—— 1 Inthe early 1970s, the ship,
still loaded with its cargo of
Christmas trees was

=L discovered by a scuba
diver lying in 180 feet of
water south of Two Rivers.

Chicago for several years. The

mustachioed Great Lakes
mariner even had become
somewhat of a Chicago

Citation: Handwritten log entry, November 23, 1912, Two Rivers,
Wisconsin, Life Saving Station Logs, 1876-1941, Chicago District;
Records of the U.S Coast Guard;

RG 26; NARA's Great Lakes Region (Chicago).

Today, the legend of
Captain Schuenemann and
the Christmas Tree Ship

institution for his generosity

in providing Christmas trees to the City’s underprivi-
leged residents. Captain Schuenemann’s voyage this
stormy November was much like any other he had
made in the past., but as the Rouse Simmons made its
way south, something went terribly wrong,

At a little after 3:00 PM. on November 23, Life
Saving Station Keeper George E. Sogge, at Two
Rivers, Wisconsin, received a telephone call from the
next station north at Kewaunee. The call alerted
Sogge that a schooner was headed south flying its
flag in distress. Sogge immediately ordered the Two

appeals to a large audi-
ence, but children seem
most attracted to the story. At least three books, two
documentaries, several plays, musicals, and folk
songs have been written or produced about the ship.
Each year, the voyage of the Christmas Tree Ship is
reenacted by a Coast Guard cutter which makes the
voyage from Michigan to deliver a symbolic load of
Christmas trees to Chicago.

The Great Lakes Region’s Life Saving Station logs
provide a glimpse into the dangers and
everyday life of seamen on the Great Lakes.
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Citation: Permit for Tea,

29 March 1826

Inward Foreign Manifests;
Port of Philadelphia,
Records of the U. S. Customs
Service; RG 36, NARA's Mid-

Atlantic Region (Philadelphia)
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E—— Exhibits:
Y, s Mid-Atlantic Region
Philadelphia, PA
Tea & the Constitution

An Exhibit to Mark Constitution Day

This permit was issued by the Customs Bureau
to John Phillips allowing him to import tea in
the Ship Superior. Despite the inflammatory
response of colonial Americans to the taxation
of tea by the British, the government of the
new country also taxed tea imports. Congress
passed the first tea tariff in 1789.
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A collection of colorful

Christmas letterheads were
found in correspondence
records of the Flandreau
Indian School.
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Colorado Survey Map

This map of
public surveys in
Colorado Territory
was completed in
1866.

Citation: Records of
the Bureau of Land
Management;
 RG 49, NARA's

" Rocky Mountain
Region (Denver).
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