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Appendix 4. UNTL/Dublin Core/MARC Crosswalk

A mapping among the widely used metadata elements is important in order to facilitate accurate
conversions among various syntaxes. Accordingly, the Dublin Core (DC) to MARC and to UNTL
Metadata Crosswalk is created to facilitate harvesting metadata records from other DC and/or Marc
compatible records to populate our UNTL metadata records. The crosswalk will also enable the

exportation/importation of MARC records from/to our own library online catalogs.

MARC is the acronym for MAchine-Readable Cataloging. It provides the mechanism by which computers
exchange, use, and interpret bibliographic information. Its data elements make up the foundation of most
library catalogs used today. MARC became USMARC in the 1980s and MARC 21 in the late 1990s. The
Network Development and MARC Standards Office at the Library of Congress and the Standards and
Support Office at the National Library of Canada maintain the MARC 21 formats. Input for its
development is provided by all MARC 21 users, including libraries, library networks and utilities, and
library system vendors from around the world. Definitions of MARC elements may be found at:
http://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/ecbdhome.html

The Dublin Core metadata element set is a standard for cross-domain information resource description
which promotes the widespread adoption of interoperable metadata standards. Ongoing efforts of DC
initiative participants include the collaborative development and continual refinement of metadata
conventions based on research and feedback between Working Groups, which are organized around
specific problem domains. The complete and fairly up-to-date DC related information can be accessed
from: http://dublincore.org/usage/terms/history/#A2.

The detailed descriptions of UNTL metadata element set is available at:

http://www.library.unt.edu/digitalprojects/metadata/. Please note that preservation metadata elements

listed and defined by UNTL have not been included because they are not generally found in Dublin Core
and MARC data. The preservation metadata section will be mapped to the emerging preservation
metadata standard recommended by the PREMIS (Preservation Metadata: Implementation Strategies)
working group.

If you have any comments or suggestions regarding the crosswalk, please contact Cathy Nelson Hartman

at chartman@library.unt.edu or Daniel Gelaw Alemneh at dalemneh@library.unt.edu.



http://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/ecbdhome.html
http://www.library.unt.edu/digitalprojects/metadata/
http://www.loc.gov/standards/premis/
mailto:chartman@library.unt.edu
mailto:dalemneh@library.unt.edu

UNTL TO DUBLIN CORE AND MARC
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