
Mr. Speaker, sometimes when a man affects the world as much as Jerry Falwell does, 
there are all kinds of things that are said, both by those who remember him in different 
ways, and I, today, would like to just point out some basics about Jerry Falwell. I had the 
privilege of knowing him many years ago, and sometimes I wonder how many of us are 
in this place because Jerry Falwell lived and did what he did.  

   But just to recap some of the basics, Mr. Speaker, Jerry Falwell was born in Lynchburg, 
Virginia, to Helen and Carey Hezekiah Falwell. He married the former Macel Pate on 
April 12, 1958. He had two sons, Jerry, Jr., Jonathan, and one daughter, Jeannie.  

   The church that Jerry Falwell first started was in an abandoned bottling plant in 1956, 
and it grew into a ministry giant that includes the 22,000-member Thomas Road Baptist 
Church, the Old Time Gospel Hour carried on television stations across the Nation, and 
the nearly 8,000-student Liberty University founded in Lynchburg in 1971.  

   He built Christian elementary schools. He built homes for unwed mothers and a home 
for alcoholics. Through these venues, Jerry's legacy lives on in the lives of thousands of 
young adults whom he called champions for Christ. And they were American patriots in 
his heart as well.  

   Jerry Falwell launched the Moral Majority in 1979, and its purpose was to transform a 
politically sleeping Christian evangelical universe into a force to transform and preserve 
the very soul of America. It grew into a 6.5-million-member organization and raised 
nearly $70 million, as it supported conservative candidates and campaigned to protect 
innocent human life, to work against the debasing of life and pornography and to fight for 
the religious freedom of students to pray in schools.  

   After a decade of catalyzing a wave of conservatism that culminated in the election and 
the reelection of one Ronald Reagan, Jerry disbanded the Moral Majority, saying, ``Our 
mission is accomplished.''  

   Today, Mr. Speaker, approximately one of every four American voters is a Christian 
evangelical; and one in four American citizens, those that were the ones that Jerry helped 
awaken.  

   Not so long ago he said, what we've worked on for nearly 30 years ago, to mobilize 
people of faith and value in this country, and what we've done in those years is coming to 
a culmination.  

   The Pew Research Institute, a senior fellow there, John Green, to paraphrase him, he 
said, Falwell changed the way that evangelicals think about their political responsibility.  

   But it was one of Jerry's friends and colleagues, I think, Mr. Speaker, that put it the 
very best. His name was Chuck Baldwin. He spoke the following words in tribute, which 
I think sum up the legacy of Jerry Falwell. He said, ``America has lost a seasoned patriot. 
Thomas Road Baptist Church has lost a faithful and dedicated pastor. Liberty University 



has lost a visionary chancellor. The Church of Christ, collectively, has lost a dynamic 
preacher of the gospel. The Falwell family has lost a loving husband and father. And 
thousands of people, such as me, have lost a hero, mentor and friend. No matter what his 
enemies say, America is a better place because of Jerry Falwell. And those of us who 
were privileged to personally know him will never forget him.''  

   Mr. Speaker, it is hard to add to those words. But just in the way that I could, I would 
simply say this, that Jerry Falwell was a man who loved God, who loved his country, 
who loved his family and who loved humanity. And more than we all realize, we are very 
blessed that he came our way. And now that he has stepped over the threshold of eternity, 
he has found a welcome place. He has looked into the eyes of his Saviour and heard those 
eternal words of victory, ``Well done, thou good and faithful servant.''  

 


