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Aims

To estimate the health impact of the 
emergence of indigenous foodborne
Salmonella enterica serotype Enteritidis
phage type 4 (IFSE4) on the population of
England and Wales during the period 
1981 - 2000.
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Results - Illness due to IFSE4 
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Results - Health impact of IFSE4

ï 419,000 patients presenting to family 
doctors

ï 18,000 hospitalizations (acute phase)

ï 104,000 patient days in hospital (acute phase)
ï 1,300 deaths
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Results - Illness prevented 
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Results - Impact 1998 - 2000

ï 80,000 illnesses
ï 63,000 people presenting to family doctors
ï 2,700 hospitalizations
ï 16,000 bed days 
ï 190 deaths
Estimated cost saving of: $48,000,000 (1995 prices)

Estimated prevention of:



Conclusions

ï IFSE4 - profound impact
ï Sharp decline following interventions by the 
food industry

ï Benefits to individuals
ï Savings to the Health Service
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Moral

Good science can 
make a difference.


