§1.19

for a uniform fee schedule are found in
appendix A to this subpart.

[656 FR 46341, July 28, 2000]

§1.19 Exemptions and discretionary
release.

(a) All agency records, except those
specifically exempted from mandatory
disclosure by one or more provisions of
5 U.S.C. 552(b), shall be made promptly
available to any person submitting a
request under this subpart.

(b) Agencies are authorized, in their
sole discretion, to make discretionary
releases when such release is not other-
wise specifically prohibited by Execu-
tive Order, statute, or regulation.

[656 FR 46341, July 28, 2000]

§1.20 Annual report.

(a) Each agency of the Department
shall compile the following Freedom of
Information Act statistics on a fiscal
year basis beginning October 1, 1997,
and report the following information to
the Office of Communications no later
than November 30 following the fiscal
year’s close:

(1) The number of requests for
records received and the number of re-
quests which were processed;

(2) The number of determinations
made not to comply with initial re-
quests for records made to it under
§1.5(a), and the reasons for each such
determinations;

(3) The number of appeals made by
persons under §1.14(b), the result of
such appeals, and the reason for the ac-
tion upon each appeal that results in a
denial of information.

(4) A complete list of all statutes
that the agency relies upon to author-
ize the agency to withhold information
under 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(3), a description of
whether a court has upheld the deci-
sion of the agency to withhold informa-
tion under each such statute, and a
concise description of the scope of any
information withheld;

(6) The number of requests for
records pending before the agency as of
September 30 of the preceding year,
and the median number of days that
such requests had been pending before
the agency as of that date:
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(6) The median number of days taken
by the agency to process different
types of requests;

(7) The total amount of fees collected
by the agency for processing requests;

(8) The number of full-time staff of
the agency devoted to processing re-
quests for records under this section,
and the total amount expended by the
agency for processing such requests.

(b) Each agency shall compile the in-
formation required by paragraph (a) of
this section for the preceding fiscal
year into a report and submit this re-
port to the Director of Communica-
tions, Office of Communications, no
later than November 30 following the
fiscal year’s close.

(c) The Director of Communications,
Office of Communications, shall com-
bine the reports from all the agencies
within USDA into a Departmental re-
port, and shall submit to the Attorney
General on or before February 1 of each
year in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(e).

(d) Each agency shall make the re-
port available to the public including
by computer telecommunications, or if
computer telecommunications means
have not been established by the agen-
cy, by other electronic means.

[65 FR 46341, July 28, 2000]

§1.21 Compilation of new records.

Nothing in 5 U.S.C. 552 or this sub-
part requires that any agency create a
new record in order to fulfill a request
for records. However, an agency is re-
quired to provide a record in a form or
format specified by a requester, if the
record is readily reproducible by the
agency in the form or format re-
quested. Creation of records may be un-
dertaken voluntarily if the agency de-
termines this action to be in the public
interest or the interest of USDA.

[65 FR 46341, July 28, 2000]

§1.22 Authentication.

When a request is received for an au-
thenticated copy of a document that
the agency determines to make avail-
able to the requesting party, the agen-
cy shall cause a correct copy to be pre-
pared and sent to the Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel, which shall certify the
same and cause the seal of the Depart-
ment to be affixed, except that the



