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Ricardo Velez is working as a student trainee in the Energy System 
Dynamics Division of the National Energy Technology Laboratory’s Office 
of Research and Development.  
 
Velez, who grew up in Puerto Rico, earned his Bachelor of Science degree in 
theoretical physics at the University of Puerto Rico.  Velez is working at 
NETL for the summer through the Student Career Experience Program. He is 
working toward a Master of Science degree in applied physics at the 
University of Massachusetts in Boston.  
 
Velez says he is impressed by NETL’s “passion and commitment to science 
and innovation.” 
 
NETL’s Student Career Experience Program allows students to gain work 

experience with consideration for their career goals within their academic area.  This program operates 
in cooperation with a student’s school and provides work experience primarily in engine
and technical occupations

ering, scientific, 
/disciplines. 

  
NETL is one of the U.S. Department of Energy’s national laboratories. Its mission is to implement 
research, development, and demonstration programs to resolve the environmental, supply, and reliability 
constraints of producing and using fossil resources.  NETL has implemented a range of research and 
development programs with regard to energy and the environment that promise great advances in this 
field.  The benefits of this research enable domestic coal, natural gas, and oil to economically power our 
nation’s homes, industries, businesses, and transportation while protecting our environment and 
enhancing our energy independence. Through its research and development efforts via partnerships, 
cooperative agreements, financial assistance, and contracts with universities and the private sector along 
with research done onsite, NETL focuses on creating commercially feasible solutions to national energy 
and environmental problems. 
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