
PROPOSED RULES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

[!5OCFRPart17] 
ENDANGERED AND THREATENED 

WILDLIFE AND PLANTS 

Proposed Determination of Critical Habitat 
for the American Peregrine Falcon 

The Director, United States Fish and- 
Wildlife Service (hereinafter, the Direc- 
tor and the Service, respectively) here- 
by issues a Proposed Rulemaking which 
would determine a portion of the Criti- 
cal Habitat of the American Peregrine 
Falcon (Falco pereminus anatum) . This 
Proposal is issued pursuant to Section 7 
of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(16 U.S.C. 1531-1543; 87 Stat. 884; here- 
inafter the Act). 

BACKGROUND 
The Ainerican Peregrine Falcon is 

among the rarest and most critically 
Endangered birds in the United States, 
and has been ofacial listed as Endan- 
gered since 1970. Much of the hope for 
the survival and recovery of this species 
depends upon the maintenance of suit- 
able, undisturbed nesting sites. The Serv- 
ice recognizes that areas containing such 
sites may qualify for recognition as Crit- 
ical Habitat as referred to in section 7 
of the Act. A notice of intent to deter- 
mine Critical Habitat for the American 
Peregrine Falcon was published by the 
Service in the FEDERAL REGISTER of May 
16, 1975 (40 FR 21499-21500). Subse- 
quently, in late 19’75, the Director was 
notified by the Region 1 Director of the 
Service in Portland, and by the Director 
of the California Department of Fish 
and Game, that certain areas of north- 
ern California. used for nesting by the 
Peregrine, should be designated as Crit- 
ical Habitat for the species. After eVal- 
u&,ing this recommendation and SUP- 
porting -data, the Director determined 
to proceed with the Proposed Rulemak- 
ing. 

The areas delineated below have been 
utilized extensively by Peregrine Falcons 
within the last few years, and all con- 
tain many excellent nesting Sites for the 
species. These areas also have or are 
adjacent to high concentrations of Pa+ 
serine birds. taken as Prey by the Fal- 
cons. The named zones referred to below 
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field personnel. It is ~!?lp!~~~~i?~d that 
these areas represext only EI:,:~: scg- 
Incnts of whst ma; be the o:.e:-all Criti- 
ca,J Habitat of the Amcric:Al1 FrrcgiLe 
Fklcon in the United States, and that 
additional areas may be proposed for 
dcsignntion in the near future. 

EFFECTS OF IIrE RUI.tX~.lCi!~G 

The effects of this dc!ermi:lat;on :re 
involved primarily n-ith Sectio:l 7 of the 
Act, which states: 

An intcrprcwtion of the ierm “Criti- 
cal Habitat” i:as pabli,heci b:< t’ie Fkh 
and Wildlife Serviw and tl!c N,,tio:lnI 
Marine Fi?hcries Sc-rvke in the !‘cP:nAL 
R.SGJSTER of April 33. 12;s (49 YI’, Ii’iC4- 
17765). Some of the l?!ajor pnll~3 of that. 
intergretatio:l are: (1 ) Cri:~cal li;.Lilst 
could be the entire i:::tJitai of D h])ecics, 
or any portion t?ercof, if afly con- 
stituent element is ncw<s::r:; to Lhc ::or- 
ma1 needs or survival of that spec:cs: (2) 
actions by a Federal agency ;iicctinF: 
Cri:.ical Ha!,itaz oi a species would not 
conform s:ilh SccUon ‘i if .s!lch actions 
might be cspccted to rc:u!t, ii: ?. rcc:?wtion 
In the numbel5 0:’ dix::~ibll:iO:i of t12.t 
species of suff!cicilL In3 wi:ucic ;13 p!kiCO 
the species in turt!ier ~copar(;::, 01 re- 
strict the poLenL1al and ren.~on;.t??e recov- 
ery of that species;; and (3) thcw r:?n~ be 
many kinds of aclions r:hich rzn be cnr- 
ried out within tile Crltic~.l Ii;!biltit 0: R 
species which would not be expected to 
adverseJy affect that swcies. 

This last point has not be?:1 v:ell un- 
derstood by some persons. Tlwrr has 
been widespread and CI’IDIICC~‘:: twlicf 
that a Critical Habit:!? c!c.:ic:i.~~:cm is 
something akin 10 estxblishnicllt. of a 
wilderness wren or n-ildlifr: reTu::c-, and 
automatically closes an zrrn to most 
human WCS. ActaalJy. a CriiicJ.1 IIebitai 
designation applir.: only to Feder;l! zgcn- 
tic;. and essentinll:: i:: an o:!ic~:~l xoti- 
fiC;it~iOR to these 2:lcJJcics t!Jnt, t::eir re- 
sponsiblliLles pursunnt to Sxrion 7 of 
tht? Act are applicnblc ill a ccrtaill area. 

A Critirnl IInb:klt dc::rnaxon ml!>t be 
based solely on bio:o,:c.\l f:lc:o:-:-. ‘xlerc 
IR3S bf2 C]t>r.~tiOJl~ Of +?‘llC::li’r ;iRti l>OXX- 
much hab:t;lt !.: crllk;7J. in ac..,8rclnncc 
Kith the :lbure intcrpre;nliox. or iiow to 
best 1eWly Aclmcare th!i h:it,lkt, but 
nny resultnnt dc:,lgx:ion mu.\t corre- 

Wand wit11 the best nraiJnb!c l~!olopcal 
data. It would not be in accordance ~it.h 

CAI.IFOC.VIA-Dry Crrch- Zone: area- o! 
land, water, and airspace in SonoJna Cou;::: 
with the fo!lowIng componcnt~ IhIt. l):n!hr, 
Bn?v>icrltlian1 : (a) TlON RliWW:; OrEv;-; 
sec. G. W!$ 0: SW!l, sec. 6. s-n-‘, or SW., 
SEC. 7; TlON R:2W Sec. 1. E!; of pUX’.:= Set 
3. S\l-5, of KE’; See. 2. SE’; Sec. 2, E’; of 
SW’!; Sec. 2. Si:!; of SW!; Sec. 2. Xl, o: 
NE’; sec. 11. NE:; or Sw!4 sec. 11. 
S’, of XE:, Sec. 12, :ilL or XW’, Sec. 
12; TJ?N I?ll\V SW’; 0: SE::; sec. 31. 
S‘; 0: EWY’; SPC. 31: TI!N R12-A E:: P: 
SEI; SW. 35. SE:_, Of sw’i sec. 3G: (hi TION 
Rl?\Y SK!; of sw’,q .Sec. 1. WI> Of K;wI, 
src. 1 s?,:, sec. 2. x’l- 
Sllet~ ‘SCC. 2, N;!.i 

_ of SE!; Sec. 2, N’, of 
See. 3. N!, of SE:‘,, Set ::. 

Xl.? or swv’.; sec. 3. ?x, sec. 4, Nj or SE!, 
SCC. 5. !CEl,; oi S’X!, Sec. 4, El, of NW’,+ Sec. 
4; TllN R:lW E’i of SE’i Sc‘c:-33, S’: Se? 34. 
$5:; see. 35, w;, 0r SE:, SFC. 36. sm’: Sec. 
36; (c) Till R12W St2 Sec. 19, Sec. 31): TllS 
R13K SJZ!; Sac. 24, F:l:, ci SV,‘li Swz. 24, C., 
Sec. 25, El; of SW!~ sec. 25, cy, of S\Y14 Sec. 
25. 

Pdkodes-Yahle 1ZOCk zone: Iill area of land. 
writer. and cirsrw?c in Naoa Countv. with t!ie 
fol!ov:ing rompb~!~~~ts (?.I;. Dlnh!o -case 3Ieri- 
dlnn) : T9N RGW Sl; Sec. 5. S’, Sec. 8, Sec. 
7. Sec. 8. Sec. 9. Sec. 16. Sec. 17. Sec. 18. See. 
19. Sec. 20; TD:i R7W E’.; Sec. I?, El; Sec. 13, 
h’c: I SW. 24, F:5; of SE’, Sec. 24. 

Mount St. Hc:ena Zone: an arfa of land. 
wzter. rind air=pxc in Lake, Knpn, and 
Sononu% couu~,rs. wllh the fullz,;,4ng C,,II, 
pol:rnt% (Mt. X.:blo Ba?e Xerldlzn) : ‘l:?< 
R-T\:’ n,\‘!: or SE:, ??C. 3. xv’? Of LE’!; SC 3. 
v;t; f3z.L.. 3. Sec. 4, E!; Sec. 5. El: of EW’; 
Sec. 5, E’i 0r NV!; sec. 5: TlOS RSW tha: 
po:;ion of See. 20 east of Idn Clag:on Road 
sec. 21, y; or l<E13 sec. 22, W”: of SF“; 
Sec. 22, W;; Sec. 22. W?; of NEll Sec. 2;. 
U-;; of SF:1, Src. 27. W’; Sec. 27. Sec. 28. 
rhnt po:tion of See. 28 east 0r Id& Cluytoll 
R~kci, that, pcriion of the KE: Sec. 32 ~:LFT 
and south of Ida Clayton Road. SE;/, See. 32. 
E!,h of SW!; Sec. 32. that portion of the SE]., 
of IiV:‘; Sec. 3? south of the Idn Clnytoii 
R.md. Sec. 33, W:, of h’E’; Sec. 34. W’!; oi 
SE’.; Sec. 34. WI> Sec. 34. 

Cobb Xounluin Zone.’ an area of land. 
water, and a!wpxe In Lake and Sonoma 
counlir~. with the folloainq componenrs (AIt. 
Dia!Jio Bnce Meridian) : Till< R8W 61; of 
SEli Sec. 8, Si:!:, of SW’,; Sec. 8, S:; of S!vl.: 
SK. 9. SW!; of SE!:, Sec. 14, SW!!, Sec. 14. 
S*i Se:. 15. V;‘: of NE’A Sw. 16, SE:!; Sec. 
lci, u--I:, Sec. 16. ET:, Eec. 17. El.2 of NWl, 
See. 17, hT1.; Sec. 17, NE!; of hTlj Sec. 20. 
S’b Of XE~~ SPC. 2i, NI Of NWli Sec. 21. 
N! Sec. 23, W!, of Pii:!, Sec. 23, NIL’!“, Sec. 
23. 
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