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NMFS concurs with the Council’s 
recommendations described here and 
listed in Table 9. Section 679.21, 
paragraphs (d)(5)(iii) and (iv) specify 
that any underages or overages in a 

seasonal apportionment of a PSC limit 
will be deducted from or added to the 
next respective seasonal apportionment 
within the 2007 and 2008 fishing years. 
The information to establish the halibut 

PSC limits was obtained from the 2006 
SAFE report, NMFS, ADF&G, the 
International Pacific Halibut 
Commission (IPHC), and public 
testimony. 

TABLE 9 - FINAL 2007 AND 2008 PACIFIC HALIBUT PSC LIMITS, ALLOWANCES, AND APPORTIONMENTS 
(values are in metric tons) 

Trawl gear Hook-and-line gear1 

Dates Amount 
Other than DSR DSR 

Dates Amount Dates Amount 

January 20–April 1 550 
(27.5%) 

January 1–June 10 250 
(86%) 

January 1–December 31 10 (100%) 

April 1–July 1 400 
(20%) 

June 10–September 1 5 (2%) 

July 1–September 1 600 (30%) September 1–December 31 35 
(12%) 

September 1–October 1 150 (7.5%) n/a n/a 

October 1–December 31 300 (15%) n/a n/a 

Total 2,000 
(100%) 

n/a 290 
(100%) 

10 (100%) 

1 The Pacific halibut PSC limit for hook-and-line gear is allocated to the demersal shelf rockfish (DSR) fishery andfisheries other than DSR. 
The hook-and-line sablefish fishery is exempt from halibut PSC limits. 

Section 679.21(d)(3)(ii) authorizes 
further apportionment of the trawl 
halibut PSC limit to trawl fishery 
categories. The annual apportionments 
are based on each category’s 
proportional share of the anticipated 
halibut bycatch mortality during the 
fishing year and optimization of the 

total amount of groundfish harvest 
under the halibut PSC limit. The fishery 
categories for the trawl halibut PSC 
limits are (1) a deep-water species 
complex, comprised of sablefish, 
rockfish, deep-water flatfish, rex sole 
and arrowtooth flounder; and (2) a 
shallow-water species complex, 

comprised of pollock, Pacific cod, 
shallow-water flatfish, flathead sole, 
Atka mackerel, skates, and ‘‘other 
species’’ (§ 679.21(d)(3)(iii)). Table 10 
lists the final 2006 and 2007 
apportionments for these two fishery 
complexes. 

TABLE 10 - FINAL 2006 AND 2007 APPORTIONMENT OF PACIFIC HALIBUT PSC TRAWL LIMITS BETWEEN THE TRAWL GEAR 
DEEP-WATER SPECIES COMPLEX AND THE SHALLOW-WATER SPECIES COMPLEX 

(values are in metric tons) 

Season Shallow-water Deep-water Total 

January 20–April 1 450 100 550 
April 1–July1 100 300 400 

July 1–September1 200 400 600 
September 1–October1 150 Any remainder 150 

Subtotal January 20–October1 900 800 1,700 

October 1–December 311 n/a n/a 300 

Total n/a n/a 2,000 

1 No apportionment between shallow-water and deep-water trawl fishery categories during the fifth season (October 1 through December 31). 

Estimated Halibut Bycatch in Prior 
Years 

The best available information on 
estimated halibut bycatch is data 
collected by observers during 2006. The 
calculated halibut bycatch mortality by 
trawl, hook and line, and pot gear 
through December 31, 2006, is 2,002 mt, 
290 mt, and 21 mt, respectively, for a 
total halibut mortality of 2,313 mt. 

Halibut bycatch restrictions 
seasonally constrained trawl gear 
fisheries during the 2006 fishing year. 
Trawling during the second season 
closed for the deep-water species 
category April 27 (71 FR 25781, May 2, 
2006) and during the fourth season 
September 5 (71 FR 52754, September 7, 
2006). Trawling during the first season 
closed for the shallow-water species 

category from February 23 to February 
27 (71 FR 9977, February 28, 2006, and 
71 FR 10625, March 2, 2006) and during 
the second season on June 10 (71 FR 
34021, June 13, 2006). To prevent 
exceeding the fourth season halibut PSC 
limit for the shallow-water species 
category, directed fishing using trawl 
gear was limited to four 12-hour open 
periods on September 1 (71 FR 51784, 
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