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RS rcctn National Wetlands
Condition Assessment

e EPA will collaborate with State and Tribal
partners to refine the three objectives of the
National Wetlands Condition Assessment:

1. Produce a national report that describes the quality
of the nation’s wetlands,

2. Build State and Tribal capacity to implement wetland
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Collaboration with FWS

 EPA will collaborate with FWS in designing NWCA

= ensure the national condition assessment most effectively
complements the Service’s Wetlands Status and Trends Study.

« NW!I Status and Trends documents trends in wetlands
acreage

 NWCA will evaluate the ambient condition of the nation’s
wetlands resources.
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National Wetlands Monitoring

& Assessment Workgoup

.............................................................

Communlcatlons W|th

State/Tribal Program
Implementation Team
o Monthly Meetings
o EPA and State/Tribal Reps
* Building State Program
Capacity
» Wetlands Mapping
* Reqgulatory Support and
Methods Development

Other States/Trlbes

...........................................................

Steering Committee
0 Meetings as needed

0 EPA HQ and Regions

Assessment Advisory
Team

0 Meetings TBD
o EPA, State/Tribal, Federal Reps

» Responsive to EMAP Team
and OWOW

* Input on specific issues
related to the national
condition assessment
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Progress to Date
National Wetlands Condition Assessment

« Target Population ‘?-: [
= All wetlands of the U.S. — tidal and ,‘

non-tidal wetted areas with rooted
vegetation

o Sample Frame
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Regional Pilots

Wetlands Project Partners

Mid-Atlantic States Regional Wetlands EPA Region 3 & ORD

Assessment Penn State, VIMS

Southeast Isolated Wetlands EPA Region 4 & ORD,

Assessment RTI, NC DWQ, SC OCRM, USC, OSU

Minnesota Statewide Wetland EPA ORD, MN PCA

Assessment

California Estuarine Wetland Survey EPA ORD, SCCWRP, MLML, CCC,
SFEI
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GOM Coastal Wetlands
Pilot Survey

e Objectives

= Evaluate feasibility of
Implementing probability survey
design on regional scale '

= Evaluate feasibility of indicators
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NWI S&T Class - Estuarine Intertidal Emergent
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NWI S&T Class — Palustrine Forested
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Assessment Levels

 Level 1 — Landscape Assessment
= GIS, remote sensing
= Wetland coverage, land use

 Level 2 — Rapid Assessment
»= On-site field survey - visual
= Scores, metrics
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Deployment Issue

Environmental Protection
Identification of Writing Team for Field Operations Manual

Agency

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Water

Washington, DC

EPA841-B-04-004

Wadeable Streams Assessment

Field Operations
Manual

s g\

July 2004
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Reporting and Review Issue

Integration with Other Assessment Reports
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Opportunity for Building
State and Tribal Capacity

Discussion
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