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Lake Tahoe Presidential Forum
 
Actions to Protect Lake Tahoe
 

INTRODUCTION 

Leading up to their visit to Lake Tahoe in July 1997, President Clinton and Vice President Gore directed 
federal agencies to convene three public workshops to address ways to protect the extraordinary ecological 
ani recreat ional resources in the Lake Tahoe region. The three workshops focused on : ( 1) Water Quality> 
addressing the diminishing water clarity of Lake Tahoe; (2) Forest Ecosystem Restoration. Recreat ion, and 
lcunsm - addre ssing the restoration and protection of the Lake Tahoe ecosystem and the continued 
viubilitv of the region's recreational and tourism-based economy; and (3) Transportation - addressing the 
ro e of transportation in suppo rting the Lake Tahoe economy while reducing its effects on the environment. 

A~ a result of these workshops, the Administrat ion determined: ( I) to reaffirm its role in helping to manage 
this national treasure by improving coo rdination among federal agencies and with the public, the states of 
California and Nevada, the Washoe Tribe, the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, and other local units of 
government; and (2) to take meaningful new actions on water quality, transportation, forest management, 
and recreation and tou rism to protect Lake Tahoe's environment and the region's economy and quality of 
life 

To accomplish these objectives, President Clinton signed Executive Ord er 13057 on July 26, 1997 (see 
appendix A) which ordered specific federal actions to be implemented in the Lake Tahoe region. These 
commitments will be implemented in cooperation with state, tribal, and local governments. 

n is statu s report serves as a consolidated reference document for the commitments made by President 
CI nton and Vice President Gore at the conclusion of the Lake Tahoe Presidential Forum . These actions 
an: in addit ion to the ongoing federal government activities in the Lake Tahoe region and serve to double 
the federal financial investment for 1997 and 1998. The Administration will wo rk with state and local 
partners to expand our joint commitments in succeed ing years. AJ I work beyond fiscal year 1998 is subject 
to annual appropriations by Congress. 

'"
 



President Cl into n and Vice President Gore:
 
Act ions to Protect Lake Tahoe
 

J uly 26, 1997
 

"OUT land of new promise will be a notion that meets its obligations...a nation 
that f ortifies the world s most productive economy even as it protects the great 
natural bounty of our H"oler, tnr. and majes tic land 

President Clinton 
Second Inaugural Address. 
January 20. 1997 

Over the past 1\\'0 months. the Clinton Administration has sought to 
highlight the prog ress made in Lake Tahoe and to rcaffinn our commitment to its 
protection, The Admimstrati on co nvened three workshops leading up to today's 
Presidential Forum-on water quality. forest restora tion. recreation and tourism: 
and transportation. 

The Administra tion heard two clea r messages at the workshops : First. the 
Administra tion should reaffirm its role in helping to manage this national 
treasure by improving coordination among federal agencies and with California. 
Nevada. the Washoe Tri be. thc Tahoe Regional Planning Agency. other local 
unrts of government: this cooperation should be guided by the people In the 
region. Second. the Administrati on should take meaningful new actions on water 
quality. tran sportation. forest management. and recreation and touri sm to protect 
Lake Tah oe's environment. and with it the a rea's economy and quality of life. 

Today. the President directed his Administrat ion to begin acting on those 
recommendations . Over thc past five yea rs. federal agencies have committed an 
average ofS I2 million a year In the Lake Tahoe basin . The Administration is 
committing to double its annual investment in the basin for the next two ycars 
and will work with state and local panners to expand our joint commitment m 
succeeding years . Specifically. the Admuustranon \\111 take the following 
act ions: 

I. 

P~ 'ESIDENTIAL SEE 
COMMITMENT PAGE # 

Wastewater Pipeline page I 

\\'-:) Model page 2 
Threshold Monuoring page 3 
W') Research Team page " 
Ta hoe-Baikal Pa rtnership page 5 
Hot line page 6 
Ar alysis of LT IMP Data page 7 
Di gita l Mapping of Basin page S 
So urces of Gasohnc 

Pollut ion page Q 

Restoration of Le T page 10 

Protecting Lake Tahoe- and the Local Economy. The Adnurustranun ss 
taking stgmfi cant new actions to help Lake Tahoe 's envtronrm:nI and 
economy 

Improving Lake Tahoe's Fabled Water Quality. 

,/	 The President will work with Congress to secure fund ing for a new 
pipeline to ca rry wastewater out of the Tahoe basm The 
Administra tion suppo rts this effort aimed at preventing a catastrophic 
spill of wastewater IOta thc lake by replacing the dctcno ranng 
wastewater pipeline at South Lake Tahoe . 

,(	 In an expansio n of the University of Californ ia at Davis' long history 
of SCIentific leadcrship at Lake Tahoe. the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) will award the University an $KKO.OOO gram for new 
computer modeling tools to accurately predict the benefits of different 
water quality Improvement projec ts . Addit ional grants and technica l 
assista nce will go to the Tahoe Regional Plann ing Agency (TRPA) for 
developing a continuous monitori ng data for use in the model These 
actions together will a llow planners to prioriti ze and evaluate thc 
effectiveness of water quality improvement projects . In addition. the 



Administratio n is providing new resources for a number of other 
actions to improve scientific and public understanding of Lake 
Tahoe's complex environment. ineluding new support for monitoring. 
research and public education. 

Read Erosion Control 
Stormwater Settling 

Basm 
Read Weather 

Info System 

Forest Road Decom­
rmssrorung 

W; Restoration on 
NFS Lands 

Wetlands Restoration 

Environmental 
Restorat ion Ops 

Backyard Conservation 

Source Water Protection 

Watershed Assessment 
File History Research 

Urban Lots 

Prescribed Burning 
Mechanical Treatments 

./	 The Department of Tran sportation (DOT) will boost funding and 
page II EPA will provide technical support for the master plan to upgrade 
page 12 paved roads in the basin to improve erosion control and stormwatcr 

management. DOT Will also fund a new joint California/Nevada plan 
page 13	 to utilize an advanced weather information system to reduce 

wintertime app lication of sand. salt. de-icing chemicals. some of 
which enter the lake and harm water quality. 

./	 The USDA Forest Service (USFS) \VIII significantly increase its work 
to obliterate old logging roads. eliminating 29 miles per year and. IIIpage 14 
10 years. completely eliminating the unused roads and rcturmng that 
land to Its natural condition. Many such roads were built at the tum 

page 15 of the century to provide timber for the Comstock silver mmes. No\\ 
unused. these roads shed sediment into streams and diminish the lake's 
fabled water quality. 

page 16 ./	 EPA will provide additional funding to the states for wetland and 
stream restoration projects to filter out contaminants and improve 
water quality and habitat . 

./	 The Army Corps of Engineers. m partnership with the local 
community. is completing a federally-funded Tahoe Basin study to page 17 
focus on water quality. wetlands habitat. and other environmental 
restoration opportunities in the Lake Tahoe Basin . 

page 18 ./	 TIll: USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) will 
provide technical expertise to Implement a backyard conservation 
initiative for individual homeowners who ask for assistance with 
nutrient and water management of their landscape. NRC'S will also 
provide technical assistance to individuals III local communities with 
erosion and sediment control efforts on private land 

./	 Because Lake Tahoe IS a source of drinking water for the basin. EPA page 19 
will provide new funding under the Safe Drinking Water Act to TR PA 
to ensure protection of public health . 

page 20 ./ The USFS will conduct a $2,6 million comprehensive watershed 
page 2 1 assessment in the Lake Tahoe Basin over the next five years. 

(iuarding Against Catastrophic Wildfire. The Adnnmstratum is Clct/!JX 
to restore theforest and reduce' the risk: ofcatastrophic Wi ldfire 

,/	 Over the next five years. USFS will spend $2 million to clear brush page 22 
and dead wood from more than 3.500 federally owned lots 
Interspersed with pnvare commercial and residential lots III the Tahoc 
basin. This action \vIII protect private property from forest fires and 
help the environment. 

page 23 ./ USFS will usc prescribed fire and other means to reduce fuels on 

page 24 approx imately 3.000 acres of open forest lands each year About 
1.000 acres Will be bumcd per year. These steps will help return 



natural ecological processes to Tahoe' s forests. 

Land Acquisition page 25 

Forest Health 
Consensus Group page 26 

Ccordinated T ransit 
System page 27 

East Shore Beach Shuttle page 28 

Tr msit Center page 29 

Rcno/Tahoc Airport page 30 

Mnil Delivery Upgrade page 31 

./	 USFS will continue efforts to acquire environmentally sensitive and 
valuable parcels of land In the Lake Tahoe Bas in through vanous 
authorities including the Land and Water Conservation Fund and the 
Burton-Santini Act. These purchases. all done on the basis of willing 
seller/willing buyer. will help reduce development pressures In the 
Tahoe basin and ensure that special places are protected forever. 
USDA -will commit $1 million of new funds annually In addition to 
the $1 million currently being provided, 

./	 The President will support the Lake Tahoe Basin Forest Health 
Consensus Group's efforts to shape. monitor and update a 
comprehensive and widely supported forest management strategy for 
the Tahoe basin. and ask that recommendations of the Group be 
forwarded to the Administration for changes m law or policy needed 
to support that strategy. 

Improved Tran sportation. The Adminis tration is taking action to 
improve transportation in the Lake Tahoe Basin. These measures will 
reduce congestion and cut transportation-related pollution of the air and 
'>t'aler. 

./	 AI the south end of the lake. EPA and Department of Transportation 
will award funds to implement the Coordinated Transit System 
(CTS). This CTS will coordinate and combine operation of mass 
transit vehicles owned by vanous public and private entities scrvmg 
visitors at Lake Tahoe. 

./	 On the east side. DOT and USDA Forest Service will evaluate a new 
shuttle service for Lake Tahoe bcachgocrs. The East Shore Beach 
Shuttle. which began July 12. is designed to address erosion. 
congestion and safety hazards along SR 28. 

./	 On the north shore. the Administration supports attempts to provide 
$1.5 million III DOT funding and USFS will provide up to 60 acres of 
land for a transit center to reduce traffic congestion and pollution 

./	 As the Vice President announced yesterday. DOT will provide $h 
million to fund work at Reno/Tahoe International Airport to repair the 
cross-wind runway damaged dun ng the recent winter floods. This 
will ensure that this critical gateway IS open for travelers heading ( 0 

Lake Tahoe. 

./	 The United States Postal Service will help Lake Tahoe and Its 
residents b~ extending home and clustered box mall service ( 0 

communities on the west shore of Lake Tahoe and by replacing Its 
current antiquated fleet of diesel-powered trucks with cleaner burnmg 
compressed natural gas vehicles, These actions will reduce local 
vehicle traffic and air pollution. 111e Postal Service. which is an 
independent agency. is taking these Important steps after listening to 
comments during Forum-related workshops this summer. 



2.	 Working in Partn ership. The Administration is expanding and 
strengthening coordination among its own agenci es and with California. 
Nevada, TRPA, and the Washoe Tribe. 

Executive Orde r 13057 

Internet-Linked Database 
Tcchnical Staff Support 

Wa shoe MOU 
Cave Rock 

Env. Analysis 

Meeks Meadow SUP 

Taylor Creek SUP 

Watershed Restoration 
Partn ership 

Water Quality 
Partnersh ip Agreement 

Memorandum of 
Agn..-emenr 

appendix 
A 

page 32 
page 33 

page 34 

page 35 

page 36 

page 37 

page 38 

page 39 

appendi x 
B 

./	 The President is signing an exec utive order dir ecting federa l agencies 
to esta blish a formal interagency partnership charged with assuring 
coo rdinat ion and efficient management of federa l programs. projects. 
and activities within Lake Tahoe. Th is will include the development 
of a linked database sponsored by the US Geological Survey. The 
partnership will also be directed to take a range of steps to ensure 
close coordinatio n with state. local and tribal govcmme ms-cand more 
mput from local cit izens. This will not be a top-down federal mandate 
on the states or T RPA but a pledge to collaborate and share 
resources for the greatest possible benefit to Lake Tahoe. 

./	 The United States. th rough USFS , and the Washoe Tribe arc cntcnng 
IOta a government-to-government agreement to promote a st ronger 
working relat ionship on Issues affecting the Washoe Tribe 10 the Lake 
Tahoe Basin . 

./	 USFS and the Washoe Tribe will enter into a special use agreement to 
use an ap proxi mately 350 ac re meadow for the care and harvesting of 
plants for traditional purposes . 

./	 USFS and the Washoe Tribe will enter into a special use permit for 
12 to 15 ac res to beg in the process of establishing a Washoe Cultural 
Center . The agre ement will mclude provisions for an additional 
parcel of land that will ensure t ribal members' access to the water s 
edge for the first time in more than 100 years . Th is return to the 
water's edge is central to the Washoe's cult ural identity: in Wa shoe. 
the word (DaOwAga) that translates approximately into Tahoe means 
"edge of the lake." 

./	 Two weeks ago. the Army Corps of Eng ineers and Tahoe Reg iona l 
Planning Agency reached a partnership agreement on wa tershed 
resroranon . 

./	 Earl ier this week. Ca lifornia and Nevada announced a coop erat ive 
agre ement to st rengthe n their already exemplary relationship on Lake 
Tahoe. a partnership the Admimstration supports and app lauds 

./	 EPA Californ ia. and Nevada are alr eady draftmg an agreement to 
ensure that they coordinate in research and implementation of wate r 
quahtv rcstoranon measures with local partners, 

./	 The agencies an: directed to provide the funds nccessarv for these 
commitments within the budget tar gets set In the Bipartisan Budget 
Agreement 

./	 The President IS directi ng his cabinet to make every effort to ensu re 
that a ll necessary agreements arc 10 p lace not later than ~o days after 
the event. 

VII 



PRESIDENTIAL COMMITMENTS
 



'The President will work with Congress to secure f unding for a replacement p ipeline to carry 
wastewater out of the Tahoe basin. The Administration supports this effort aimed at preventing a 
catastrophic :o,pill a/wastewater into the lake by replacing the deteriorating wa'l/ewater pipeline at South 
Lake Tahoe. " 

Wastewater Pipeline 

T~ e President supported and signed into law funding in the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency' s (EPA's) Fiscal Year 1998 (FY 98) budget to partia lly fund a new pipeline to pump wastewater 
eff luent out of the Lake Tahoe Basin The new pipeline will replace the existing South Tahoe Public 
Utility District (STPUD) 27-mile wastewater effluent export pressure pipeline. The current pipeline is 
ag ing, has experienced repeated breaks and spills, and needs to be replaced . The pipeline conveys treated 
wastewater out of the Basin into Alpine County, California for re-use by ranchers and others, 

St atus 

EPA Region 9 will be responsible for awarding the grant based on an approvable grant applicat ion from 
the STPUD. EPA received public comment on the December 1997 Environmental Assessment and 
Negative Declaration for the pipeline project and is working with STPUD to respond to comments and 
prepare the final environmental review documents. EPA expects to receive a grant application from 
STPUD in early 1998. 

FY 97 - 98 Fund ing 

$7,150,000 will be awa rded by EPA during FY 98 

Fer M ore Information 

Linda Reeves 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
 
Water Division
 
75 Hawthorne Street
 
San Francisco, CA 94 105
 
(4 15) 744-1944 (phone) 
(4 15) 744-1078 (fax)
 
reeves.Hndarg epamailepagov (e-mail)
 



"/0, an expansion of the University of California at Davis ' long history of scientific leadership at 
Lcke Tahoe , the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will award the University an S88fJ,O(JO 
grant for nt'W computer modeling tools to accurately predict the benefits of different water quality 
improvement projects. Additional grants and technical assistance will KO to the Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency ([RPA) for developing a continuous monitoring data for use in the model. These 
actions together will allow planners to priori tize and evaluate the effectiveness of water quality 
imorovement projects. In addition, the Administration is providing new resources for a number oj other 
ac tions to improve Scientific and public understanding ojLake Tahoe 's complex environment, including 
newsupport for monitoring, research and public education. .. 

Water Quality Forecasting Model 

Tt e grant to the University of California at Davis (UC Davis) will establish a predictive mod el to assist in 
foreca sting water quality benefits to be obtained fro m pro posed water quality impro vement projects at 
Lake Tahoe. including analysis of which type s of projects in which locations yield greatest benefit. The 
model will consist of a series of sub-components that would define the relationships between ( 1) land use 
ani sed iment/nutrient loading to the lake. (2) sediment/nutrient loadin g and algae growt h, and (3) algae 
growth and sediment (silt) load ing and water clarity. By math ematically linking these variables. water 
d erity will be described in term s of nutrient loading from both the surro unding watershed and the 
atmosp here . The model will be used bot h for diagnosing lake problems and evaluating alternat ive 
so ut ions. The model will provide a scientific basis for deciding which types of projects at which 
location s in the Basin will yield the most significant benefits to lake water quality. 

St atus 

EPA awarded an $880,000 water quality mod eling grant to the Tahoe Research Group at UC Davis to be 
distributed over three years, On November 19. 1997, the first portion the grant was distrib uted. The 
resea rchers initiated work on the project in January 1998 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$29 1.730 were awarded by the EPA in FY 97. 
$327 ,666 will be awarded by the EPA in FY 98 . 

Fer More Information 

Berbara Levinson 
U. S Enviro nmental Prot ection Age ncy
 
Office of Research and Developm ent
 
401 M Street, S.W.
 
Washingto n, D C 20460
 
(202) 564-69 11 (phone) 
(202) 565-2448 (fax)
 
levinson.barbaratgzepamailepa.gov (e-mail)
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"111 an expansion of the University of California at Davis' long history of scientific leadership at Lake 
Ta hoe, the Environmental Protection Agency (E."PA) will award the University an $88 0,000 grant for 
new computer modeling tools to accurately predict the benefits of different water quality improvement 
projects. A dditional grants and technical assistance will go to the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
(1 RPA) for developing a continuous monitoring data for use in the model These actions together 
wi'l allow planners to prioriti ze and evaluate the effectiveness ofwater quality improvement projects. In 
aadition. the Administration is providing new resources for a number of other actions to improve 
sc.entific and puhlic understanding of Lake Tahoe 's complex environment, including new support for 
monitoring, research and public education. ,. 

R"al-T ime Threshold Monitoring Program 

T~ is monitorin g program wou ld actively monitor the status of the nine environmental thresholds at Lake 
Tahoe, includ ing air and water quality, providing real-time informatio n on the status of each threshold 
Tt is inform ation, in combination with a predictive model (the Water Quality Forecasting Mod el, see page 
2) and ana lytical efforts including geographic inform ation systems (GIS, see page 32), will enable 
effective targeting of avai lable funding to projects and sites that would yield the most water quality 
improvement. Over a period of five years, the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) will acquire the 
equipment. data. pro cedures. and labor necessary to sustain this continuo us eva luation pro cess 

Status 

ln ear ly 1998, EPA will provide gran t funds to TRPA for the implementation of this project. The United 
St.nes Geological Survey (USG S) will work direct ly with TRPA to develop the real-tim e thres hold 
monitoring program . EPA will continue to provide substantial tec hnical ass istance to TRPA throughout 
the project. In December 1997. EP A. TRPA, and USGS ag reed that the first year of this project will be 
devoted to piloting the prog ram for wate r quali ty -- one of the nine environment al threshold s for Lake 
Tahoe, TRPA submitted their grant applicatio n to EPA on February 20. 1998. 

Fl' 97 - 98 Fu nd ing 

$ 100,000 were provided by the EPA in FY 97. 
$ 100.000 will be provided by the EPA for FY 98 

Fe r more informat ion 

Janet Hashimot o 
U. S Environ menta l Protection Aaencv. Region 9

Water Division ~ . ~
 

75 Hawt horne St reet
 
San Francisco. CA 94 105
 
(4 15) 744 -1933 (phone) 
(4 15) 744 -1078 (fax)
 
hashimotojanet@epamail epa.gov (e-ma il)
 

] 



"/,1 an expansion of the University of Califomiaat Davis' long history of scientific leadership at Lake 
Tahoe, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will award the University an 5880,000 grant for 
new computer modeling tools to accurately predict the benefits of different water quality improvement 
projects. Additional grants and technical assistance will go to the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
(If:UYA) for developing a continuous monitoring data for use in the model. These actions together will 
chow planners to prioritize ami evaluate the effectiveness of water quality improvement projects. In 
addition , the Administration is providing new resources for a number of other actions to improve 
...cientific and public understanding of Lake Tahoe's complex environment, including new support 
for monitoring, research and public education. " 

Multi-Agency Water Quality Research Team 

EI'A and TRPA, along with the states of California and Nevada, will call together a collaborative multi­
agency team (federal, state, local) to coordinate implementation of various initiatives, research, and 
pollution control projects at Lake Tahoe. The team will coo perate on current and future research needed 
to understand in-basin and ou t-of-basin impacts on Lake Tahoe 's water quality, and to formulate ways to 
complete this research . 

St atus 

EPA and TRPA plan to convene the first meeting of federal, state, and loca l agencies, along with 
acade mia. in early 1998. USGS , USDA Forest Service (USFS), US Army Corps of Engineers (Co rps), 
ur Davis, University of Nevada-Reno, and EPA are expected to be the key participants in this effort . 
Tl e team will determine the remaining wate r quality research needs at Lake Tahoe, including the impacts 
of deposit ion of air pollutants on the lake' s wate r quality. The team will also re-evaluate the curre nt Lake 
Tahoe Interagency Mo nitori ng Program (LTIMP). Possible research topics to be discussed include a 
deep water plants study. shore zone analysis, and the relationship between air transport and controlled 
burn issues This work will also be coordinated with the real-time threshold monitoring program (see 
page 3) 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

EI'A will prov ide substantial staff support to acco mplish this work . 

Fer more inform ation 

M ke Schulz Ken Greenberg 
U S. EPA. Reg ion 9 U. S EPA. Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94 105 San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 744- 1817 (phone) (4 15) 744-1868 (phone) 
(415) 744-1235 (fax) (4 15) 744-1235 (fax) 
schutz.mikergeparnail epa .gov (e-mail) greenberg.ken@epamail epa gov (e-mail) 

,
 



"1.1 an expansion of the University of California at Davis' long history of scientific leadership at Lake 
Tahoe, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will award the University an S880,000 grant for 
new computer modeling tools to accurately predict the benefits of different water quali ty improvement 
projects. Additional grants and technical assistance will KO .to the Tahoe Regional tlamunK Agen,;)" 
(TRPA) for developing a continuous monitoring data for lise 111 the model. These acnons together will 
ahow planners to prioritize and evaluate the effectiveness of water quality improvem ent projects. In 
addition, the Administration is providing new resources for a number of other actions to improve 
scientific and public understanding of Lake Tahoe's complex en vironment, including new support 
for monitoring, research am/ public education. " 

Lake Tahoe-Lake Baikal Partnership 

EPA will provide funding to support the Tahoe-Baikal Institute (TBI), a non-profit organization. in its 
scientific, educationa l, and informational work at Lake Tahoe and at Lake Baikal in Siberia. The grant 
will enable TBI to sponsor an "Environmental Policy Makers Exchange" in which high level government 
officials from the United States and Russia will meet and discuss issues related to the protection and 
preservation of Lake Tahoe and Lake Baikal 

Due to its unique and irreplaceable natural beauty. Lake Baikal has been the focus of recent attention 
from the Gore-Chernomyrdin Commission (co-chaired by Vice President Gore and Russian Prime 
M nister Chernomyrdin) and its Environment Committee, chaired by EPA Administrator Browner. The 
THI was established to help preserve the two lakes and other significant and threate ned natura l areas 
around the world. through environmental educat ion programs and international exchanges of students. 
scholars. and practitioners in science. policy. and other fields. 

St at us 

With grant funding from EPA's Office of International Activities. the TBJ will administer this project . 
building upon local efforts in the Tahoe region to foster information exchange and cultura l ties between 
Lake Tahoe and Lake Baikal. EPA received a grant application from TBI in early February 1998. 

Fl ' 97 - 98 Funding 

$50.000 will be provided by the EPA for FY 98. 

Fe r more informatio n 

Gury Waxmonsky, EPA 
U. S. Environme ntal Protection Agency
 
Office of Research and Development
 
40 1 M Street, SW
 
Washington. D.C. 20460
 
(202) 564-6427 (phone) 
(202) 565-24 12 (fax)
 
waxmonsky.gary@epamail epa.gov (e-mail)
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"1,1 an expansion of the University of California at Davis' long history of scientific leadership at Lake 
Tahoe. the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will award the University an 5880,000 want for 
/lew computer modeling tools to accurately predict the benefits of different water quali ty improvement 
projects. Additional wants and technical as...istance will go to the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
(T-'?.PA) for developing a continuous monitoring data for use in the model. These actions together will 
altow planners to prioritize and evaluate the effectiveness of water quality improvement projects. In 
addition, the Administration is providing new resource." f or a number of other action... to improve 
scientific and public understanding of Lake Tahoe '... complex environment, including new support 
for monitoring, research and public education." 

Environmental/Recycling Hotline 

Tl e national Environmental/Recycling Hotline (phone: " I-SOO-CLEANUP" and Internet site location 
htlp :l/www.1800cleanup.org) has established a Lake Tahoe site demonstration. The national Hotline 
provides the public with toll-free. zip-code-spec ific environmental and recycling information, In addition 
to the information customarily available on the Hotline. the Lake Tahoe demonstration provides bi-lingual 
local transit information. 

St atu s 

He Lake Tahoe demonstration of the Environmental Hotline has been established and is current ly 
ru-ining as a limited access pilot. The Tahoe Center for Susta inable Futures (TCSF) serves as the 
clearinghouse for adding furt her Tahoe-area environ mental information to the Hotline later in 1998 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

n e Environmental Hotl ine operates as a public-private partnership. 

Fer More Information 

1\1 ke Schulz 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency. Region 9
 
75 Hawthorne Street
 
San Francisco. CA 94105
 
(415) 744-18 17 (phone) 
(415) 744-1235 (fax)
 
schulz.mike@epamail.epa,gov (e-mail)
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"I,I an expansion of the l lniversity ofCalifornia at Davis' long history of scientific l eadership at Lake 
Tahoe. the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will award the University an 5880,000 gram for 
new computer modeling tools to accurately predict the benefits of different water quality improvement 
proj ects. Additional grants and technical assistance will go to the Tahoe Regional Planning Agem.y 
(lrijJA) for developing a continuous monitoring data for lise in the model. These actions together will 
aliow planners ttl prioritize and evaluate th e effectiveness of water quality improvement proj ects: In 
addition, the Administration is providing new resources f or a number of other actions to improve 
scientific and public understanding of Lake Tahoe 's complex environment, in cluding new support 
/0,· monitoring, re...earch anti public education. " 

Ana lysis of LTIMP Monitoring Data 

Additional scientific data and research are required to support the Lake Tahoe models. watershed 
assessments. and eros ion co ntrol. Through its cooperative programs. the USGS will support such data 
collection and analysis by matching funding with partners. Projects such as those listed below and on the 
following three pages will supplement the substa ntial existing annual investment by USGS and TRPA in 
LTIMP. 

A~ part of the LTIMP, USGS measures stream flow and water quality at 32 sites in 14 waters heds and 
ground water levels and quality at 32 wells in the Lake Tahoe Basin. Data from the LTIt\lP are 
invaluable to establish long-term trend s in stream and lake quality and will be essential to support the 
watershed assessment, source water protection, environmental resto ration, and development of models. 

Status 

WiGS appropnano ns require matching funds from local partners to secure the funds needed 1O 
adequately analyze and evaluate the dat a generated by this program over the past 15 years. Discussions 
with potential funding partn ers have been initiated with other state and local agencies and universities 

Fl ' 97 - 98 Fund ing 

$80,000 (in addition to $503,000 in USGS rrRPA cooperative base funding ) in FY 98. 
U~ jGS appropriations requ ire matching contributions from partners. 

Fe r More Information 

101 0. Nowlin, District Chief, Nevada 
U.S. Geo logical Survey
 
333 West Nye Lane , Room 203
 
Carson City. Nevada 89706
 
(702) 887-7604 (phone) 
(702) 887-7629 (fax)
 
jonowlin@usgs .gov (e-mail)
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"I, an expansion of the University ofCalifornia at Davis' 10nK history ofscientific leadership at Lake 
Ta hoe, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) .tII award the Universityan 5880,000 grall/ for 
new computer modeling tools to accurately predict the benefits of different water quality improvement 
projects. Additional grants and technical assistance will KO to the Tahoe Regional Plannmg Agency 
(T'?PA) for developing a continuous monitoring data for use i ll the model. These actions together will 
e liow planners to prioritize and evaluate the effectiveness of water quality improvement projects: In 
addition, the Administration is providing new resources for a number of oth er actions to improve 
scientific and public understanding 0/ Lake Taho e '.'1 complex environment, including new support 
fo- monitoring. research ami public education. .. 

D tgila l Mapping of the Lake Basin 

Tl e current maps of the bottom of Lake Tahoe (bathymetry) are based on data collected in the late 
1920's. USGS will use state-of-the-art high resolution imaging and computer tools to produce a very 
precise 3-dimensional digital map of the bottom surface of the lake. Such a map can be used to observe. 
monitor, and model both natural and human influences on sedimentation processes and rates and will be 
essential information to suppo rt the lake clarity models" 

St atus 

USGS is seeking funding partners for this effort with other federal. state, and local agencies. 

Fl ' 97 • 98 Funding 

$100,000 in FY 98
 
U~;GS appropriations require matching contributions from partners.
 

Fe r ,\ Iore Information 

M chael V. Shulters. District Chief. California 
U.S. Geological Survey
 
6000 J Street
 
Sacramento. California 95819
 
(916) 278 -3026 (phone) 
(9 16) 278-3045 (fax)
 
shulters@usgs.gov (e-mail)
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"1,1 an expansion oj the University oj California at Davis ' 10nR history oj scientific leadership at Lake 
Tahoe, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will award the University an $880,000 grant for 
new computer modeling tools to accurately predict the benefits oj different water quality improvement 
proj ects. Additional grants and technical assistance will go to the Tahoe Regional Planning Age1U.}' 
(T '?PA) jor developing a continuous monitoring data j or use in the model. These actions together will 
aliow planners to prioritize and evaluate the effectiveness of water quality improvem ent projects. In 
addition , the A dministration i... providing new resources for a number of oth er actions to improve 
scientific and public understanding of Lake Tahoe's complex en vironment, including new support 
for monitoring , research and public education." 

Sources of Gasoline Pollution 

Initial studies by the University of Nevada in the summer of 1997 have demonstrated the presence of 
M ethyl Tertiary Butyl Ethe r and other gasoline by-products in the waters of Lake Tahoe and other nearby 
lakes impacted by recreational watercraft. Con current sampling and state-of-the-art low level analyses by 
the USGS have shown these products to exist in the lake to depths of at least 100 feet USGS will 
co nduct a detailed survey of organi c contaminants in the lake and tributary streams and ground water. 
n e results of this comprehensive survey will be valuable to the formulation of water quality protection 
strategies to prote ct aquati c life in the lake and streams and drink ing water supplies . Beginning this work 
in time to be able to document the distributi on of gasoline byproducts in runoff from this winter's EI Nino 
storms is considered important. 

Status 

n~P A has used the results of the preliminary reco nnaissance surveys conducted in July-August 1997 by 
the USGS, UC Davis, and University of Nevada-Reno as the basis for a ban on all 2-cyc\e engines in 
water craft on Lake Tahoe . This ban would be effective in 1999 , USGS is continuing negot iations with 
the TRP A. EPA. and others to find cooperative funding to start a multi-season occurrence survey for 
gaso line byproducts in the lake and tributaries. 

FY 97 - 98 Fu ndi ng 

$ 140,000 in FY 98.
 
U ~ ;GS appropriations requ ire matching contributions from partners.
 

Fer More Information 

J010 Nowlin. District Chief. Nevada 
U.S Geolog ical Survey
 
333 West Nye Lane, Room 203
 
Carson City, Nevada 89706
 
(702 ) 887-7604 (phone) 
(702) 887-7629 (fax)
 
jo nowlin@usgs .gov (e· mail)
 



"1,1 an expansion of the University ofCalifornia -at Davis' long history of scientific leadership at Lake 
Tahoe, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will award the University an $880,000 gram for 
new computer modeling tools 10 accurately predict the benefits of different water quality improvement 
projects. Additional grants and technical assistance will KO to the Tahoe Regional Planning AKency 
(Trr.PA) for developing a continuous monitoring data for use in the model. These actions together will 
atiow planners to prioritize and evaluate the effectiveness of water quality improvement projects. In 
addition, the Administration is providing new resources for a number of other actions to improve 
scientific and public understanding of Lake Taho e's complex environment, including n~ support 
for monitoring, research and public education. .. 

Resto ration of Lahontan Cutthroat Trout (LCT) 

Pr or to the 1900's. LCT were a spectacular gamefish co mmon throughout the Truckee River system 
from Lake Tahoe to Pyramid Lake. By the late 1940's they were no longer naturally sustained anywhere 
in the Truckee basin. Re-establishment of a viable population of LCT wit hin the Lake Tahoe Bas in will 
return a fish import ant to bot h the Was hoe and Pyramid Lake Tribes and will re-introduce a world class 
fishery to the Lake Tahoe and its tributaries. The USGS will investigate the factors allowi ng the LeT to 
su ccessfully survive in Independence Lake and assess the feasibility of re-establishment of the LeT in 
Lake Tahoe. 

StU DS 

Discussions with California and Nevada agencies have resulted in a re-scoping of this effort . 
Negotiations with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) for funding co ntinue. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$40,000 (in addition to $90 ,000 in USGSIUSFWS base funding) in FY 98 . 
U~;GS appropriations require matc hing contributions from part ners, 

Fe r l\lore Info rmation 

Gary Scoppettone 
Chief, Reno Field Station 
U.S. Geo logical Survey
 
4600 Kietzke Lane. Bui lding C-120
 
Reno , Nevada 89502
 
(702) 784-545 1 (phone) 
(702) 784-5453 (fax)
 
gary_scoppettone@usgs.gov (e-mail)
 

10 



"The Department of Transportation (D01J will boost funding and EPA will provide technical 
support f or the master plan to upgrade paved roads in the basin to improve erosion control and 
storm water managem ent. DO r will also fimd a new joint Caltfomia/Nevada plan to utilize an 
aavanced weather information to reduce wintertime application of sand, salt, and de-icing chemicals, 
sa-ne ofwhich enter the lake and harm water quality. .. 

Road Erosion Control & Stormwater Management 

Tl e Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has provided the Nevada Department of Transportation 
(hDOT) an additional $250,000 for preliminary engineering to develop a master plan for eros ion contro l 
and stormwater management for Nevada roads within the Lake Ta hoe Basin. These funds are in addition 
to $1 m illion for the master plan previously received fro m FHWA. The EPA will provide tec hnical 
assistance in the form of guidance on Best Management Practices (BMPs) and co ntrol measures for the 
reduction of po llutants in roadway runoff. 

St atus 

FHWA funding was allocated to NDOT on July 3 1, 1997. This authorization by the FHWA to proceed 
provided $50,000 for the Lake Tahoe Master Plan and $200,000 for the final design of the water qualit y 
project on State Route 28 NDOT expects to complete its master plan by mid 1999 . EPA will provide 
an additional $50 ,000 for the Incline Village stormwater settling basin (see page 12) in FY 98 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$250,000 were provided by the FHWA in FY 97 . 

Fe r more information 

Alan Friesen 
Federal Highway Administration - NV Div. 
705 N. Plaza Street , Suite 220 
Carson City, NV 8970 I 
(702) 687-5321 (phone) 
(702) 687-3803 (fax)
 
alan.friesen@fhwa,dot .gov (e-mail]
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'T he Department of Transportation (D01J will boost funding and EPA will .provide technical 
support for the master plan to upgrade paved roads in the basin to improve erosion control and 
stormwater management. DO T will also f und a new joint California/Nevada plan 10 utilize 01/ 

aavanced weather information 10 reduce wintertime application of sand. salt. and de-icing chemicals. 
some ofwhich enter the lake and harm water quality. " 

Slormwater Settling Basin 

EPA will help fund a sto rmwater settling basin project in Incline Village. NV. Settling basins are 
designed to retain and provide settling and filtration of polluted runoff from storms. Runoff from Ski 
Way and land adjacent to the road contributes some of the worst loadings of nutrients and sediments to 
Lake Tahoe. The project will capture erosive stormwater runoff and co nvey it to sediment detention 
basins on nearby public lands. 

St atus 

Washoe Cou nty and the State of Nevada Department of Co nserva tion and Natural Resources. Division of 
St.ste Lands will implement this project. The EPA grant will be awarded to the Division of State Lands 
following submittal of a co mplete grant application. expected in March 1998. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$50,000 will be provided by the EPA for FY 98. 

Fe r more information 

Jenee Gavette 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency. Region 9
 
Water Division
 
75 Hawthorne Street
 
San Francisco. CA 94 105
 
(4 15) 744- 1942 (phone) 
(415) 744-1078 (fax)
 
gavette .jenee@epamail epa .gov (e-mai l)
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"171e Department of Transportation (DOT) will boost funding and EPA will provide technicalsupport 
for the master plan to upgrade paved road,' III the basin 10 improve erosion control and stomtwater 
management. n OT will also fund a new j oint California/Nevada plan to utilize an advanced weather 
in/ormation to redu ce wintertime application of sand, salt, and de-icing chemicals, some of which 
en ter the lake and harm water qualit),. ., 

Road Weather Information System (RWIS) 

NDOT has installed wea ther stations in the basin which provide early warning of changing co nditions. 
Ttis Road Weathe r Information System enables NDOT to provide early wa rning for travelers and road 
maintenance crews, allowing for more timely application of salt, sand and other de-icing chemicals. This 
has substantially reduced the amount of such applicat ions and their resultant runoff into Lake Tahoe. 
FH\VA is providing $75 ,000 to help expa nd the system basin-wide, which would establish weather 
stt.tions for the first time in California . 

St atus 

Design of the wea the r stations is completed The California Department of Transpon ation (Caltrans) has 
proposed to use the remai ning funds to co nstru ct two weat her·stations. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$7 5,000 are being pro vided by FHWA for FY 98 

Fe r more informat ion 

Gteg Novak 
U. S. Depart ment of Transponation
 
Federal Highway Administration - NV Div.
 
705 N. Plaza Street , Suite 220
 
Carson City, NY 8970 I
 
(702) 687 -1203 (phone) 
(702) 687-3803 (fax)
 
greg .novak@fhwa.dot.gov (e-mail)
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"The USDA Forest Service (lISF5i) will significantly increase its work to obliterate old logging road'), 
ehminating 29 miles per year and. in 10 years, completely eliminating unused roads and returning 'he 
land to its natural condition. Many such road.. were built at the turn of the century to provide timber 
for the Comstock silver mines. Now unused, these roads shed sediment into streams and diminish the 
lane'.s f abled water quality. " 

Forest Road Deco m missioning and Improvemen t 

T~ e goal of the USFS is to reduce the entire backlog of road closures (1 16 miles) and improvement s (168 
miles) needed to meet wate r quality standards and co nvert one third of closed ro ads to trails over 10 
years. The funding for this work. subjec t to appro priations. is $ 1.300.000 annually beginning in FY 98 
(tl.is is in addition to $33 4.000 in FY 98 already committed to this purpose). Emphasis in FY 98 and FY 
99 will be on co mpletion of projec t planning and the National Environment al Policy Act (NEPA) , Project 
accomplishments over the first two yea rs will be in the Nort h Sho re and Heavenly Valley, where planning 
ha s already been completed. 

sr at us 

Treat '!1ent areas for the FY 98 program have been ident ified and a plan has been created to accomplish 
tasks In sup port of the FY 99 program of wo rk. App ro ximately $30.000 was expended in FY 97 base 
funding to purchase and insta ll ga tes for road closures at sensitive areas, $5.000 in FY 98 funds had been 
sp enr through December 31, 1997 on planning costs . 

1"1' 97 - 98 Fu nd ing 

$ 1,300,000 (plus $334.000 in base funds) are intended to be awarded by the Forest Service in FY 98 

F( r More Infor mation 

Colin West 
USDA Fo rest Service. LTB MU 
So uth Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
(530) 573 -2675 (phone) 
(530) 573 -2693 (fax)
 
cwest/r5_Itbmu@fs. fed .us (e-mail)
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"The USDA Forest Service (USFS) will significantly increase us work to obliterate old logging roads. 
eliminating 29 miles per year and, in 10 years. completely eliminating unused mads and returning the 
laud 10 its natural condition. Many such roads were built at the tum of the century to pro vide timber 
for the Comstock silver mines, Now unused, these roads shed sediment into streams and dimin ish the 
laue'sfabled water quality . .. 

Watershed Resto ration on National Forest System (NFS) Lan ds 

H e Forest Service will provide planning and environmental document ation for all current resto ration 
needs on NFS lands within the Lake Taho e Basin. Implementation of these projects would be 
ac zomplished in part by federal funds and in part throu gh cooperative agreements with state and other 
federa l agencies. Projects are curren tly identified in the Forest Service's Watershed Improvement Needs 
Inventory database and concurrently in TRPA's Environmental Improvement Program (E lP) document 

Stat us 

H e Forest Service expended $152,000 in FY 97 base funds to accomplish 40 acres in restoration 
(ircl uding road obliteration), revege tation. and stream channel stabilization. An additional 52 acres of 
restoration were acco mplished with funding contributed by others , including the Heavenlv Ski Area , 
Tf ree Project Work Plans. the development of a restoration strategy, and wo rk on two contracts for 
watershed surveys were accomplished in the first quart er ofFY 98. 

FY 97 - 98 Fun di ng 

$475,000 (in addition to $ 145,000 in USDA base funding) in FY 98 

Fe r More Informa t ion 

ctlris Knopp 
USDA Forest Service. LTBM U 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
(530) 573-266 1 (phone) 
(530) 573-2693 (fax)
 
cknopp/r5J tbmu@fs.fed.us (e-mail)
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"l.PA will provide additional f unding to the states f or wetland and stream restoration projects to filter 
out contaminants and improve water quality and habitat. " 

Wetlands Restoration Projects 

EPA will provide funding for projects to improve the health of wet lands in the Lake Tahoe Basin. The 
project . to be implemented by TRPA. will enhance their system for classifying Stream Environment Zones 
(wet lands), add a system for classifying meadows, establish criteria for design of wetlands restoration 
projects. and evaluate the capabilities of wetlands in the Lake Tahoe Basin to treat urban stonnwater 
runoff without impairing the existing biological integrity of the wetlands, 

Status-

EI'A received a grant application and work plan from TRPA in November 1997 and is now processing 
the grant award. TRPA's work plan calls for a start date of April 1998 and completion of the project in 
1999 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$150,000 will be awarded by the EPA matched by $50,000 in TRPA funds in FY 98. 

Fe r more information 

M ke Schulz Ken Gree nberg 
U S EPA Region 9 U. S EPA Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 75 Hawt horne Street 
San Francisco. CA 94 105 San Francisco. CA 94105 
(4 15) 744-1817 (pho ne) (415) 744-1868 (phone) 
(415) 744-123 5 (fax) (415) 744-1235 (fax) 
schulz,mike@epamail.epa.gov (e-mail) greenberg.kenrgeparnaii.epagov (e-mail) 
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"The Army Corps of Engineers. in partnership 'with the local community, is completing a fe derally­
funde d Tahoe Basin study to focus on water quality , wetlands habitat, and other environmental 
re.:toration opportunities in the Lake Tahoe Basin ! ' 

Environmental Restoration Opportunities 

Tf e Corps undertook a federally-funded reconnaissance study pursuant to the procedures prescribed by 
Sect ion 905 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986. An analysis demonstrating federa l 
interest in ecosystem restoration in the Uppe r Truckee River and Trout Creek Watersheds was completed 
and approved in July 1997. A project -specific study for Trout Creek under Section 206 of the Water 
Resources Deve lopment Act of 1996 is cur rently being conducted. This may lead to co nstruction of a 
restoration project if a justified project is identified and a non-federal agency agrees to share in the cost of 
the project. 

Sl atus 

W hile the reconnaissance study co mpleted in 1997 demonstrated that there is a fede ral interest in 
ecosystem restoration on the Upper Truckee River and Trout Creek , it was dec ided in consultation with 
n~PA and others that rather than initiat ing a feasibility study that ultimately woul d go to Congress for 
authorization, it wo uld be quicker and more eco nomical to move forward using the new authori ty 
provided by Sect ion 206, at least on Trout Creek. How to proceed with the Uppe r Truckee River is still 
under consideration. 

H e Sect ion 206 study for Trout Creek was initiated in early December 1997. Work now underway will 
determine the basic scope, outpu ts, and cost of a restoration project for Trout Creek, and will be reported 
in the Preliminary Restorat ion Plan in March 1998. Once this co nceptual report is approved, wor k will 
begin on the detailed feasib ility report, the Ecosystem Restoration Report, sched uled to be completed in 
December 1998. 

Fl ' 97 - 98 Fu nd ing 

$600,000 ava ilable in FY 98, 

Fe r More Information 

Todd Snow . 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
 
South Pacific Division
 
333 Ma rket St reet, Room 923
 
San Francisco, CA 94105 -2 195
 
(4 15) 977-8 169 (p hone) 
(4 15) 977-8183 (fax)
 
jsnow@smtp.spd.usace.army.mil (e-mail)
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"T he USDA National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will provide technical expertise to 
implement a "backyard conservation" initiative for individual homeowners who ask for assistance with 
nutrient and water management of their landscape. NRCS will also provide technical assistance tu 
individuals in local communities with erosion and sediment control efforts on private land. ,. 

Backya rd Conservation Initiative 

T~ e USDA National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will form a partnership with the local 
Re-source Conservation Districts and other organizat ions to deliver to Tahoe home owners an integrated 
program of information, education and technical assistance. NRCS will update the Lake Tahoe Basin 
Scil Survey on private lands in cooperation with local governments at Lake Tahoe and provide 
information in electronic format for use in GIS analysis, 

Status 

Tl-e NRCS has formed a technical advisory committee (TAC) made up of local, state, and regional 
agencies to provide coordination and guidance to this effort. The first meeting of the TAC was held and 
current program activities, available resources, and needs. program goals, and strategies were identified 
by the 24 attendees . 

Development of technical and program fact sheets in Spanish and English is currently underway. Direct 
field assistance to homeowners on site will begin May I, 1998 

F1' 97 - 98 Fund ing 

$255,000 (in addition to $170,000 in previously committed funds) in FY 98 . 

Fer More Information 

J0;:: Thompson 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
PO. Box 10529 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96 158 
(530) 541-1496 (phone) 
(530) 541-0312 (fax)
 
jthompson@ca.nrcs.usda,gov(e-mail)
 • 
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"Because Lake Tahoe is a source of drinking water f or the basin. EPA will provide new funding under 
thl' Safe Drinking Water Act to TRPA to ensure protection of public health. ,. 

Sou rce 'Vater Protection Program 

EPA will provide funding to TRPA to assist with coordination of interage ncy planning activities for 
EPA's Source Water Assessment and Protection Program for the Lake Tahoe Basin. The Tahoe pilot 
pr'>gram will seek to define and overcome obstacles to interstate coordination of source water assessment 
and protection efforts. This initiative will be an early and important test of the means that may be 
necessary for other com munities that face similar multi-jurisdictional issues to address in implementing 
so rrce water assessment and protection programs. 

Under the 1996 Amendments to the Safe Drinking Water Act, each state is required to assess the source 
water areas of all its public water systems in order to determine susceptibility to contamination. This 
funding is intended to stimulate a coo perative. bi-state effort as a pilot project. to encourage states across 
the country to undertake interstate source water assessments of valuable drinking water sources. Part of 
this effort will include establishing a work gro up that will include California, Nevada. TRP A, USFS. and 
EPA. 

St atus 

EI'A received TRP A' s project wor k plan and grant application in January 1998. EPA is processing the 
application and expects to award the grant in March. 

Fl ' 97 - 98 Funding 

$50.000 was allocated by EPA in FY 97 and remains available. 

F( I'" :\Iol'"e Information 

Denise Coutlakis Judy Bloom 
U. S. Environment al Protection Agency u. S EPA. Region 9 
Offi ce of Water Water Division
 
40 1 M Street, S.W. 75 Hawt horne Street
 
Washington, D C. 20460 San Francisco, CA 94 I05
 
(202) 260-5558 (phone) (4 15) 744-1829 (phone) 
(202) 260-0732 (fax) (4 15) 744-12 35 (fax) 
cout lakis.denisergjepamail epa.gov (e-mail) bloom judy@epamail.epa.gov (e-mail) 
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'The USFS will conduct a $2.6 million comprehensive watershed assessment in the Lake Tahoe Basin 
OVf?r the next fi veyears. " 

Watershed Assess ment 

-Tlis work will create three interactive produ cts: the Watershed Assessment, a management plan, and a 
monitoring plan. The purpose of the assessment is to integrat e available data regardin g the physical, 
biological, and socio-cultural components of the Lake Tahoe Basin ecosystem . 

Tl is wo rk will be integrated with activities of other agencies such as TRP A. the Lahontan Regional 
Water Quality Contro l Board, and ongoing work being done for the Sierran Provinces Monitoring 
St 'ategy by the USFS 

Stat us 

A partial ecosyst em assessment of the west shore of the Lake Tahoe Basin was acco mplished during FY 
97 with existing funds. $10,000 has so far been expended in FY 98 funding for the preparation of a 
scope of work, contracts, team selection, initial scoping of Basin issues with external stoc kholders. and 
for a compilation of relevant spatial and aspatial (GIS) data. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$ ),000,000 (in addition to $286,000 in USDA base funding) in FY 98 . 

Fer More Inform ation 

Chris Knopp 
USDA Forest Service. LTBM U 
South Lake Tahoe. CA 96150 
(530 ) 573-2661 (phone) 
(530) 573-2693 (fax)
 
cknopp/r5J tbmu@fs .fedus (e-mail)
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'The U.VFS will conduct a 52.6 million comprehensive watershed assessment in the Lake Tahoe Basin 
over the next five years. " 

Fire History 

Tl e USFS des ires to establish baseline information on natural fire histo ry and vegetat ion con ditions in the 
Lake Tahoe Basin. This work complements and will be accomplished together with the watershed 
assessment. The Forest Service will use established research and study prioritiza tion processes to expand 
on recent research from the east shore of Lake Tahoe. This research will pro vide reference variability 
information to support bo th the watershed assessment and mechanical treatment commitments . This work 
is also covered under the White House Statement: " USFS will use prescribed fire and other means to 
reduce fuels on approximately 3.000 acres of open forest land each yea r. About 1.000 acres will be 
burned per year. These steps will help return natural ecological processes to Tahoe's forests" 

Stat us 

n e final report on the co mpleted study was submitted in January 1998. Plans for field work this summer 
an: being finalized . . 

Fl ' 97 - 98 Funding 

$30.000 in FY 98 

Fc r More Information 

J01n Swanson 
USDA Forest Service. LTBMU 
South Lake Tahoe. CA 96 t 50 
(530) 573-263 I (phone) 
(530) 573- 2693 (fax)
 
jswanson/r5_ltbmu@fs.fed.us (e-mail)
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"( )ver the next five years, USFS will spend 512 million to clear brush and dead wood from more than 
3,.;00f ederally owned lots interspersed with private commercia/ and residential lots in the Tahoe basin. 
This action will protect private property from f orest fires and help the environment. t . 

Urba n Lots 

Tt e goals of the Administration are to implement an urban lot management program of $700,000 per 
ye n over the next five years, This goal is subject to annual appropriations, Through Section 2h of the 
Burton-Santini Act, Congress has authorized up to 5% of the amount appropriated for land acquisitions 
($94.602.500 throu gh FY 97) to be appropriated for management of the lands acquired These 
management funds are apart and separate from the acquisition funds. 

SIUus 

A total of 11 9 urban lots (44 acres) have been hand treated by regional "hotshot" and contract crews 
within the priority treatment areas of Rubicon and Glenridge subdivisions (west shore), North Upper 
Truckee subdivision (south shore). and Roundhill (east shore, Nevada side). The Lake Tahoe Basin 
M magement Unit (LTBMU) is currently preparing 75 subdivision lots in the Meyers area (south shore) 
for treatment under a service contract. 

H e work accomplished by the "hotshot" crews is valued at approximately $200, 000 . 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$400,000 (in addition to $300,000 in USDA base funding) in FY 98, 

Fer More In forma ti on 

Dave Marlow 
USDA Forest Service, LTBM U 
South Lake Tahoe. CA 96150 
(530 ) 573-2625 (phone) 
(530) 573-2693 (fax)
 
dmarlow/r 5Jtbmu@fs,fed.us (e-mail)
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"lISFS will use prescribed fire and other means to reduce fuels on approximately 3,000 acres of open 
forest land each year. About 1,000 acres will he burned per year. These steps will help return natural 
ecological processe.,· to Tahoe'sforests. ,. 

Presc ribed Burning 

Prescnbed burning will include treatment of slash from mechanical activities and natural fuel 
ac cumulatio ns. All prescribed fire use. including pile burning where necessary to facilitate the 
introduction of prescribed underburning, will be co nsidered Annual acreage accomplishments will vary 
somew hat. but the annual accomplishment. averaged over five years will be about 1,000 acres per year. 
FY 98 funding needs include $150 ,000 for planning on 250 acres for which additional inventory and 
analysis may be needed to accomplish burning in FY 99. 

Status 

H e goal of the Prescribed Burn Comm itments for FY 98 is to treat 1000 acres of National Forest land 
through controlled burning. More than 800 acres have been burned to date, taking advantage of an 
especially favorable fall burning season. 

F1 ' 97 - 98 Fu nd ing 

$489.500 (in addition to $305 ,000 in USDA base funding) in FY 98 . 

Fer l\1ore Informa tion 

J0 1n Swanson 
USDA Forest Service, LTBMU 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
(530) 573,2631 (phone) 
(530) 573-2693 (fax)
 
jswansonlr5Jtbmu@fs,fed.us(e-mail)
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"l lSFS will use prescribed fire and other means to reduce f uels on approximately 3,000 acres of open 
fore st land each year. About 1,000 acres will be burned per year. These steps will help return natural 
ecological processes to Tahoe's forests. ,. 

Mechanical T reatments 

U ~ ;FS will use mechanical treatm ents on approximately 2,000 acres annually to reduce fuel loadings, 
improve forest health and prepa re forest lands for prescribed burning. Funding in FY 98 includes some 
inventory and planning costs for projects to be implemented FY 98 and beyond. 

Sta tus 

Ninety-one acres have been co mpleted. One hundred-forty acres are under contract. Co ntracts are 
nearly ready for advertisement on 1483 acres. NEPA ana lysis is complete and ready for decision on 100 
ac -es. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$2,324,200 (in addition to $260,000 in USDA base funding) in FY 98. 

Fer l\lore Informa t ion 

10 :1.n Swanson 
USDA Forest Service, LTBMU 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
(530) 573-263 1 (phone) 
(530) 573-2693 (fax)
 
jswansonlrS_hbmu@fs.fed.us (e-mai l)
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"USFS will continue efforts /0 acquire environmentally sensitive and valuable parcels oj land in the 
Lake Tahoe Basin through varIOUS authontiex including the Land and Water Conservation Fund and the 
Berton-Santini Act. These purchases. all done on the basis of willing seller/Willing buyer, will help 
reduce development pressures in the Tahoe basin and ensure that special places are protectedforever. 
USDA will commit 51 million of new funds annually in addition to the 51 million currently hemg 
provided. .. 

La nd Acq uis ition 

Tf e LTBMU Land s Department will continue its ongomg program of purchasing enviro nmentally 
sensitive properties from willing sellers , 

Status 

Options to acquire eight parcels with a total value of $263. 250 are awaiting funding, Two ot her parcels . 
valued at $750.000, are being processed for acqu isition Two hundred and fifty pot ential sellers were 
co ntacted in preparat ion for the FY 98 acquisition program. Eighty-seven parcels, to taling approximately 
430 acres, have been included in the program from these contacts . 

F1' 97 • 98 Fund ing 

$1.150.000 for land acq uisition. including case processing. has been appropriated for FY 98.· 
$1.300.000 for land acquisit ion. including case processing. is being requested as part of the Title V Land 
and Water Conservation Fund acquisition projects for FY 98 
• For purposes of the appropriations process. each unit of the NFS begins with a base program of zero. 
Funding for the LTBM U over FYs 97 and 98 has averaged $950.000 • 

F( r More Informal ion 

Dave Marlow 
USDA Forest Service. LTBMU 
South Lake Ta hoe. CA 96 150 
(530) 573-2625 (phone) 
(530) 573-2693 (fax)
 
dmarlow /r 5_Itbmu@fs,fed.us (e-m ail)
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'The President will support the Lake Tahoe Basin Forest Health Consensus Group's efforts to shape, 
monuor and update a comprehensive and widely supported fo rest management strategy for the Tahoe 
basin and ask that recommendations of the Group he forwarded to the Administration for changes in 
law or policy needed to support that strategy." 

Forest Health Consensus Group (FHCG) 

U~;FS will support the FHCG 's efforts to shape. monitor. and update a comprehensive forest 
management strategy integrated with other ecosystem resto ration efforts such as the watershed 
assessment. prescribed burning and fire history Presidential commitments. The FHCG has identified map 
ani database updates and development of a potential natural vegetat ion model and a late successional 
forests enhancement program as needed to effectively develop a Lake Tahoe Basin forest management 
strategy . The USFS will provide staff to help complete these items in close coordination with the FHCG 
ani recommend changes in law or policy to support the strategy. USFS will encourage the States of 
C~ lifornia and Nevada to provide similar funding for such purposes. 

St atus 

J010 Swanson, LTBMU Fire and Vegetation Officer, will serve as the regular USFS representat ive. 
LTBMU will cont inue to provide leadership and organization to the Lake Tahoe Unified Steering Group 
for Forest Assessment and Protect ion. The FHCG is currently worki ng on methods to increase the 
amount oflate successional and old-growth forests. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$50,000 in FY 98. 

Fer l\1ore Information 

10.1n Swanson 
USDA Forest Service, LTBMU 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
(530) 573-263 1 (phone) 
(530) 573-2693 (fax)
 
jswanson/r5J tbmu@fs.fed.us (e-mail)
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"1.11he south end of the lake, EPA and Department of Transpor tation will awardfunds 10 implement the 
Coordinated Transi t System (C7X). This C7~r;,' will coordinate and combine operation of mass transit 
vehicles owned by various p uhlic and private entities serving visitors at Lake Tahoe. " 

Coordinated Transit System (CTS) 

n e CTS will merge public and private trans it services into a centrally operated and dispatched system for 
eflicient passenger movement in the bi-state sout h shore area. Passengers will access the system via 
touch screen kiosks in reta il and tourist areas. or by voicemail accessible from bus stops or private 
residences. The computerized system will then dispatch a roving fleet vehicle. and notify the passenger of 
a pick-up time. The project will ensure coordination of the multiple public transit syste ms for south shore 
residents and tou rists and will lessen reliance on automobiles by providing door-to-door public 
transportation. A successful CTS will reduce congestion, improve air quality, and reduce urban runoff 
impacts to Lake Tahoe. 

Status 

Negot iations among local transit prov iders have been completed and will be formalized in early 1998.
 
Start-up will require approximately one year from these approvals .
 

FY 97 - 98 Funding
 

$1.250,000 were awarded by the EPA to TRP A in FY 97.
 
$1,250 ,000 will be provided by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) in FY 98
 

Fer more information 

M -. Leslie Rogers	 Roy Ford 
Federal Tra nsit Administration. Region 9	 U. S EPA. Region 9 
20 I Mission St reet. Suite 2210 ~	 Air Division 
San Francisco, CA 94 105	 75 Hawthorne Street 
(415) 744-3 133 (p hone)	 San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 744-2726 (fax)	 (415) 744- 1233 (phone) 
leslie.rogers@fta .dot.gov (e-ma il)	 (4 15) 744-1076 (fax) 

ford .roy@epamail.epa.gov(e-mail) 
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"On the east side, DOT and lJ51JA Forest Service will evaluate a new shuttle service for Lake Tahoe 
beachgoers. The East Shore Beach Shuttle, which began July 12, is designed to address erosion. 
congestion and safety hazards along SR 28... 

East Shore Beach Shuttle 

T~ e East Shore Beach Shutt le began service July 12, 1997 and continued throughout 1997 summer 
weeke nds. An effort by the Tahoe Transportation District (TTD) to replace beachgoers current unsafe 
and destructive practice of parking auto mobiles aJong State Route (SR) 28, the shutt le transp orts 
passengers from designated parking lots to transit stops at app roved beach trai ls. The service represents 
a cooperative effort among many local and Federa l agencies including the USFS , which upgraded beach 
trails a-nd re-vegetated informal pathways, and NDOT, which developed transit stops along SR 28 

Oil July 31, 1997, FHWA awarded NDOT funds to evaluate TTD 's beach shutt le: the system 
performance, its environmental effects, and the feasibility of expansion 

Status 

Tl e evaluation is schedu led to be completed by March 2, 1998. The results will be used to refine the 
belch shuttle for service during the summer of 1998 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$20,000 were provided by FHWA in FY 97. 

Fe r more information 

R, ndy Bellard Colin West 
Federal Highway Administration - NV Div. USDA Forest Service, LTBMU 
705 Plaza St reet, Suite 220 South Lake Tahoe, CA 96 150
 
Carson City, NY 89701 (530) 573-2675 (phone)
 
(702) 687-5332 (phone) (530)573 -2693 (fax) 
(702) 687-3803 (fax) cwest/r5Jtbmu@fs.fed.us (e-mail) 
randy.bellardrgfhwadot.gov (e-mai l) 
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"On the north shore. the Administration supports attempts to provide 51.5 million in DOTfunding and 
USFS will provide up to 60 acres oflandfor a transit center to reduce traffic congestion andpollution .. 

T ransit Center 

Tel be located on USDA Forest Service property in Tahoe City. the center will provide a foca l po int for 
public transportation on the north shore. In addition to serving Tahoe residents. the center will include a 
park-and-ride lot with amenities and information to provide visitors a co nvenient opportunity to transfer 
from their automobiles to local transit service. Placer Co unty (California) and the North Lake Tahoe 
Resort Association will each contribute $150.000 toward the center. The Forest Service will provide the 
site free of charge. Any FTA funding for this proposed transit cente r is subject to enactment of the multi­
year surface transportation reauthorization legislation currently pending before Co ngress. 

Status 

Design wo rk for the transit center IS proceeding. A schedule for final construction depends upon 
completing the funding package. 

r" 97 - 98 Funding 

$1,000,000 from the FTA in FY 98 
A second budget earmark will be needed to obtain addit ional funds. 

F( r More Information 

Cellin West Mr. Les lie Rogers 
USDA Forest Service. LTBMU Fede ral Transit Administration. Region 9 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96 150 201 Mission Street. Suite 2210 
(530) 573-2675 (phone) San Francisco. CA 94105 
(530) 573-2693 (fax) (4 15)744-3133 (phone) 
cwestJ r5_Itbmu@fs.fed.us (e-mai l) (415) 744-2726 (fax) 

leslie.rogers@fta .dot.gov (e-mail) 
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"r. s the ~ 'ice President announced yesterday , DOT will provide $6 million to f und work at Reno Tahoe 
In.emattonal Airport to repair the cross-wind nmw£ry damaged during the recent winter floods. This 
witl ensure that this critical gateway is open / or trawlers heading to Lake Tahoe. .. 

Reno/Tahoe Airport Repair 

Tt e Renoffahoe International Airport provides the major gateway for national and international visito rs 
to the lake. 

Water runoff from last winter ' s record sett ing snowfalls in the Sierra Nevada mountains caused major 
tlcod ing in the Reno area , Covered by water, mud and debris, the airport closed for 36 hours on January 
2-"1 , 1997. Runway 7/25 . the airport 's primary runway for aircraft takeoffs and landings during 
significant crosswind weather co nditions. was extensively damaged. Satu rat ion caused Runw ay 7/25 to 
fail where it intersects with the two parallel taxiways for Runway 16/34. The US DOT Federal Aviat ion 
Administrat ion (FAA) provided the funds to rebuild this impo rtant facility . 

Stilus 

Re construction. which began almost immediately after the Vice President' s announcement. was 
completed in December 1997. 

FY 97 - 98 Fu nd ing 

$6.000,000 were provided by the FAA in FY 97. 

Fer More Information 

WIlliam Withycombe 
Federal Aviation Administration. Western-P acific Region 
15000 Aviation Boulevard AWP·l ­
Hawt horne. CA 9026 1 
(3 10) 725-3550 (phone) 
(310) 536-8400 (fax)
 
bill.withycombe@faa .dot gov (e-mail)
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"The United States Postal Service will help Lake Tahoe and its residents by extending home and 
clustered box mail service to communities on the west shore ofLake Tahoe and hy replacing its current 
antiquatedfleet of diesel-powered trucks with cleaner burning compressed natural gas vehicles. These 
actions will reduce local vehicle traffic and air pollution. The Postal Service, which is an independent 
agency . is taking these important steps after listening to comments during forum-related workshops this 
S1i.l1mer. " 

Mail Delivery Upgrade 

Tl e United State s Posta l Service (USPS) will help Lake Tahoe and its residents by extending home and 
clustered box mail service to communities on the west shore of Lake Tahoe and by replacing its current 
antiquated fleet of diesel-powered trucks with cleaner burning compressed natural gas (eNG) vehicles. 
n ese actions will reduce local vehicle traffic and air pollution . The Postal Service, which is an 
independent agency. is taking these important steps after listening to comments during Forum-related 
workshops this summer. 

St atus 

Tt ree eNG vehicles have been purchased and are currently being stored in Reno , A local gas vendor is 
bemg sought who will retrofit their company 's fittings to be compatible with these vehicles. Projected 
sta rt up date is February - March 1998 . The USPS has initiated home delivery on the west shore. but has 
temporari ly stopped this service due to snow conditions. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$250,000 in FY 98. 

Fer More Information 

Ri:k Beress 
Manager, Post Office Operations 
United State s Posta l Service 
50 South Virginia 
Reno, NV 895 10 
(70 2) 329-6963 (phone) 
(702) 329-6960 (fax) 
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'The President is signing an executive order directing f ederal agencies to establish a formal 
in o'eragenc)' partnership charged with assuring coordination and efficient management of f ederal 
pn grams, projects, and activities within Lake Taho e. This will include th e development of a link ed 
database sponsored by the US Geological S urvey. The partnership will also be directed 10 take a range 
of steps to ensure close coordination with state. local and tribal governments - and more input from 
/1)( '01 citizens. This will not be a top-down federal mandate on the states or TRPA. but a pledge to 
collaborate and share resources for the greatest possible benefit to Lake Tahoe. .. 

G eographic Information System (GIS) Internet-Linked Datahase 

To facilitate coordination of research. monitoring. and environmental management activities in the Lake 
Tahoe Basin. and to ensure the widest possible acce ss to data and information resulting from such 
ac .ivities. the USGS will lead a multi-agency team to review and adopt. as app ropriate. standards and 
protocols for spatial data and ot her data used in a GIS that supports improvement of the Bas in's health. 

He USGS will lead in the esta blishment of a multi-agency clearing house for GIS and other data and 
assist in linking individual agency databases through a world-wide web site on the Internet. Tec hnical 
assistance will be provided to other agencies in GIS and data-management technology through 
partnershi ps. These advancements in information management will ensure that scientists. resource 
managers. and other interested parties will have qu ick and easy access to Lake Tahoe related data and 
information. As part of the multi-agency effort . the Forest Service will participate with the USGS. 
TfUlA, and others in developing the interlinked database. 

St atus 

U~;G S progress to date includes project management. coo rdination. hardware and software development. 
and product evaluation . A technical lead for the GIS Presidential commitment has been ident ified. a file 
server dedicated to the Lake Tahoe Internet-linked database is on-line . and a prototype homepage for has 
been developed, The USGS sponsored a forum in December 1997 to bring together representative s from 
Federal , state. county. and local agencies and the university community to co llaborate in this effort and 
ev aluate progress made to date. Forest Service progress to date includes coordination. a needs 
assessment. data development . and training. Data development and trai ning is utilizing nat ional and 
regional applications and standards. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$50.000 from the USGS and $150.000 from the USFS in FY 98 

Fe r More Information 

Dale Boland 
U. S Geological Survey
 
345 Middlefield Road . MS 531
 
Menlo Park . California 94025
 
(650) 329-1350 (ph one ) 
(650) 329-1249 (fax)
 
dboland @u sgs,go v(e-mail)
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"The President is siJ(11ing an executive order directing fe deral agencies to establish a format 
tmeragency partnership charged with assuring coordination and efficient management of federal 
programs. proje cts, and activities within Lake Tahoe. This will include the development of a linked 
database sponsored by the US Geological ..Survey. The partnership will also be directed to take a range 
of steps to ensure close coordination with Mate, local and tribal governments - and more input from 
local citizens. This will not be a top-down federal mandate on the states or TRPA, hut a pledge to 
coflaborate and share resources for the greates t poss ible benefit to Lake Tahoe. .. 

Technical Staff Support 

EPA will place a full-time federal emp loyee at TRP A' s offices to coordinate overall EPA efforts in the 
B, sin, including the provision of technical support . This work will include coordination with federal. 
su te. and local age ncies, prov ision of project management support for the development and 
implementation of the real-time thres hold monitori ng program, analysis of existing water qua lity data. 
coordination of water quality research. and sup port for data management activities. 

5t atus 

El'A is seeking candidates for this assig nment, which will begin In early 1998 . EPA ant icipate s 
cont inuing its support for this position in futu re years. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$75 .000 will be pro vided by the EPA for FY 98 

Fe r more information 

M ke Schulz Ken Greenberg 
U. S . EPA. Region 9 U. S. EPA Region 9
 
75 Hawth orne Street 75 Hawthorn e Street
 
San Francisco. CA 94105 San Francisco, CA 94105
 
(4 15) 744- 1817 (pho ne) (4 15) 744- 1868 (p hone) 
(415) 744 - 1235 (fax) (415) 744- 1235 (fax) 
schulz.mike@epamail.epa .gov (e-mail) green berg ken@ep amail epa .gov (e-mail) 
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"The United States , through the lISFS, and the Washoe Tribe are entering into a government-to­
government agreement to promote a stronger working relationship on issues affecting the Washoe Tribe 
in the Lake Tahoe Basin. .. 

Washoe l\Iemorandum Of Unders tanding (MaUl 

All MOU was signed between the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California and the LTBMU. formalizing 
a .govemment-to-govemment relationship, The Washoe and the Forest Service agreed to coordinate 
ac .ivities on relevant resource management programs. To this end. both parties will provide mutual 
ac cess to unique historical. cultural , natura l. and technological information. equ ipment. and personnel. 

Sta t us-

Tt e MOU between the USFS and the Washoe Tribe was signed on July 25, 1997, by Juan M. Palma 
(LTBMU Forest Supervisor) and Brian Wallace (Chairman. Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California), 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

No costs are involved in the signing of this MOU . 

Fer More Information 

Robert McDowell 
USDA Forest Service. LTBMU 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96 150 
(530) 573-2623 (phone) 
(530) 573-2693 (fax)
 
nncdowel llrS_Itbmu@fs.fed.us (e-mail)
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"The United States. through the USFS, and the Washoe Tribe are entering into a government-to­
government agreement to promote a stronger working relationship on issues affecting the Washoe Tribe 
in the Lake Tahoe Basin. " 

Cave Rock Environmental Analysis 

Tf- e USFS will conduct an environmental analysis concerning management of Cave Rock and assist the 
n ~PA and the Washoe Tribe in long range planning for the area, 

Sta tus 

Progress to date sets the groundwork for the future collaborative and planning effort s. The Forest 
Service and the Washoe Tribe have met several times. A Forest Service interdisciplinary team has been 
formed, including representatives from three national forest s. A series of public forums is continuing. 
H e first forum, held January 22, 1998, attracted 75 participants. Future forums are planned for March 
1998, The temporary closure prohibiting placement of new climbing bolts or other defacement of Cave 
Rock has been continued for 1998, and there has been extensive media coverage of the closure and 
foru ms. The project mailing list has been developed , Approximately $15,000 ofFY 98 funds have been 
expended to date . 

F1' 97 - 98 Funding 

$120,000 in FY 98 . 

Fe r M ore Information 

Robert McDowell 
USDA Forest Service, LTBM U 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96 150 
(530) 573-2 623 (p hone) 
(530) 573-2693 (fax)
 
rmcdowell/r5J tbmu@fs.fed us (e-mail)
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"lISFS and the Washoe Tribe will enter into a special use agreement to use an approximately 350 acre 
meadow for the care and harvesting ofplantsfor traditional purposes. " 

Meeks Meadow Special Use Permit 

Tl e Washoe people wish to revitalize heritage and cultural knowledge, including the care and harvest of 
traditional plant s. The Washoe desire an established area to gather plants, reinforce tradition, and edu cate 
their youth and the general public about tribal traditions. Meeks Creek Meadow is a contained landscape 
where important traditional plant s grow and are accessible to Tribal elders. 

U ~ ; F S will enable the Washoe Tribe to manage the 350 acre meadow for the care and harvesting of plants 
for traditional purposes. The area is accessible by foot aJong a dirt road which is closed to vehicle use by 
a ocked gate . Thi s route is a major trailhead into the Desolation Wilderness area and will remain 
ac cessible to public foot traffi c. 

A two phased approach will be used to achieve this Pre sidential commitment. First. a special use permit 
(S UP) for study and research was signed on October 29, 1997. It will expire in 2002 Second, an 
en vironmental document supporting issuan ce of a longer tenn action will be prepared in FY 98 This 
long term action would be in place by the end of FY 98 with full NEPA documentation and analysis 
(estimated cost of$25.000 in FY 98). 

Status 

Tl e LTBMU issued a ' study ' permit on October 29, 199 7 to formalize th e USFS and Washoe Tribe ' s 
intent on this commitment. A planner was hired to focus on thi s as well as the Taylor Creek SUP (see 
page 37). Several meetings have bee n held with the Washoe Tribe and the TRPA to give clear definition 
the Washoe proposals. This is necessary for the LTBMU to make an informed NEPA deci sion prior to 
issuing a long term land use decision . FY 98 expenditures to dat e are estimated at $ 1.000. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$25,000 (plu s $2,000 in USDA base funding) in FY 98 

F( r More Information 

Robert McDowell 
USDA Forest Service, LTBMU 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96 150 
(530) 573-2623 (phone) 
(530) 573-2693 (fax)
 
rmcdowell /r 5Jtbmu@fs .fed .us (e-mail)
 

.16 

mailto:5Jtbmu@fs.fed.us


"lISFS and the Washoe Tribe will enter into a special use permit for 12 to 15 acres to begin the proces,\' 
of establishing a Washoe Cultural Center, The agreement will include provisions f.or a~, additional 
parcel of land that will ensure tribal members' access to the water 's ~dge for th~ first. lIm~ III more than 
100 rears, This return to the water's edge is central to the Washoe s cultural identity; III Washoe, the 
w('rd (DaOwAga) that translates approximately into Tahoe means 'edge of the lake ', .. 

Ta ylur C reek Specia l Use Permit 

n e Washoe people wish to revitalize their heritage and culture, including the establis hment of a Washoe 
Cultural Center. Furt her, the Washoe wish to regain access to the shore of Lake Tahoe. 

WiFS will issue a long term permit to provide the Washoe Tribe with a site on which to place a cultural 
ce tter to educate their youth and the general public, and to ensure tribal members' access to the water's 
edge. The parcel ofl and on which the Cultural Center and other interpretive element s will be located is 
alon g Taylor Creek near State Highway 89. Access to the shore of Lake Tahoe would be granted across 
from the cultural center and north of State Highway 89. 

A two phased approach wilJ be used to achieve this Presidential commitment . First, a SUP was issued on 
October 29, 1997 for study and research. Second. an environmental document supporting issuance of a 
longer tenn permit will be prepared in FY 98. This long term permit wo uld be issued by 1999 with full 
NEPA documentation and analysis (est imated cost of$ 150.000 in FY 98). 

SIat us 

Tt e LTB ~1U issued a ' study' permit on October 29. 1997 to formalize the USFS and Washoe Tribe' s 
intent on this President ial commitment A planner has been hired to focus on this as well as the Meek ' s 
Meadow SUP (see page 36). LTBt\.-tU has had several meetings with the Washoe Tribe and the TRPA to 
give clear definition to the Washoe proposals for the Washoe Cultu ral Center and Lake Access at Taylor 
Creek . An extensive but dated Planning Record has been reviewed and a schedule of tasks and dates 
have been drafted LTBM U is cont racting with a Transportat ion Planning Consultant for traffi c impact 
analys is and to make mitigation recommendations for three alternative cultura l center sites at Tavlor 
creek. AJI of this is necessary for the LTBM U to make an inform ed NEPA decision prior to issuing a 
long term decision . Approximately $6,000 in FY 98 funds have been expended to date. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$150,000 (plus $2.000 in USDA base funding) in FY 98 

F( r More Inform ation 

Robert McDowell 
USDA Forest Service, LTBM U 
South Lake Tahoe. CA 96150 
(530) 573-2623 (pho ne) 
(530) 573-2693 (fax )
 
nn cdowelllr5Jtbmu@fsfed.us (e-mail)
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"1'\-1-'0 weeks ago, the Army Corps of Engineers and Tahoe Regional Planning Agency reached a 
partnershipagreement on watershed restoration. ,. 

Watershed Restoration Partnership 

-Tl e Corps and the TRPA agreed to act in partnership toward ( I) the initiation and completion of a cost ­
shared Upper Truckee River and Trout Creek Watersheds Feasibility '.teport and (2) the use of Corps 
authorities for any additional opportunities fo r environmental restoration throughout the Lake Tahoe 
Bssin Watershed. . 

T~ e partnership agreement was signed as the reconnaissance study of the Upper Truckee River and Trout 
Cr eek Watersheds drew to a close. The next stage of study on these watersheds is addressed in another 
commitment (Environmental Restoration Opportunities . see page 17) 

In the spirit of the partnership agreement, the Corps will initiate another reconnaissan ce study to loo k at 
mo re of the Lake Tahoe Basin , Thi s expansion of the reconnai ssance-level investigation will include 
co nsideration of Thi rd, Incl ine, and Edgewood Creeks. and possibly other areas . 

Another authority that the Corps will use is Section 208 of the Flood Control Act of 1954 . Under thi s 
au thority and in cooperation with TRPA and other local interests. the Corps will init iate studies. one o n 
Blackwood Creek and one on Ward Creek. to determine if t here are opportunities to remove sediment 
and debris accumulated in the storms of December 1996 and January 1997. 

Sta t us 

T~ e reconnaissance study to identify the fede ral interest in other environmental restoration opportunities 
in the Lake Tahoe Basin was initiated in January 1998. The study is scheduled for completion in 
September 1998 . 

W ork on the Planning and Design Analyses (PDAs) fo r the Section 208 studies on Blackwood and Ward 
Creeks was initiated in January 1998 'Completio n is scheduled fo r December 1998 . If one or bo th of 
these PDAs shows that there is an economically viab le. environmentally acceptable. and technically 
feasib le project. const ructio n co uld start in mid- 1999. Congress has authorized the Corps to spend up to 
an additional $920.000 for implementation . which will require cost sharing agreements with an 
ap propriate non -federal sponso r. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

$180,00 0 in FY 98. 

F( r I\lo re Information 

TC 'dd Snow 
U. S . Army Corps of Engineers
 
South Pacific Division
 
333 Market St reet. Room 92 3
 
San Francisco . CA 94 105 -2 195
 
(4 15) 977-8 169 (phone) 
(4 15) 977-8 183 (fax)
 
j sno w@smtp.spd usace .army.mil (e-mail)
 

mailto:jsnow@smtp.spd


"EPA, California. and Nevada are already drafting an agreement to ensure that they coordina te in 
research and implementation ofwater quality restoration measures with local partners. " 

Lake Tahoe Water Quality Partnership Agreement with California and Nevada 

n e President ial Forum has provided the federal government with the oppo rtunity to renew ou r 
commitment. along with our state program partners. to restore and pro tect Lake Tahoe. EPA is 
ident ifying spec ific opportu nities to join with state and local governments. the private sector and cit izens 
to invest in the Basin' s future. As a result. EPA. Ca lifornia and Nevada have begun discussions regarding 
the most effective use of resources in ord er to implement the President ' s commitments. These 
discussio ns have included California Environmental Prot ection Agency. Ca lifornia Departm ent of 
Re-sources, and the Nevada Department of Co nservat ion and Natural Resources. 

Under the Clean Water Act. EPA provides grants and other resources to Ca lifornia and Nevada for 
individual programs and a number of projects in the Tahoe Basin. The sta tes implement these on-going 
programs and projects under delegation of authority provided by EPA. Curre ntly El'Acfunded Ta hoe 
projects include Angora Cree k watershed improvement and Third Cree k watershed restoration projects . 
EI'A also provi des fund s to capitalize the Sta te Revolving Fund s (SRFs) in California and Nevada. For 
example. $8 million of SRF -related funds are being used to implement the Lake Tahoe BMPs retrofit 
program and the Tahoe Re-Green Program. Tahoe Re-Green enables low-interest loans to be made 
available to private landowners to assist with reducing fuel accumulation in the forest . thus abating the 
risk of catas trophic wildfire. 

Sfatus 

A draft Lake Tahoe Water Quality Partn ership Agreement has been pre pared . EPA is co ntinuing 
discussio ns with California and Neva da on modifications to this draft agreement. EPA is coordinating 
with and has provi ded tech nical assistance to TRPA on the BMP retrofit program. The California 
Department of Forestry is implement ing the Tahoe Re-Green Program. 

FY 97 - 98 Funding 

A~ part of its co ntinu ing support for on-goi ng state environmental programs. EPA has allocated almost 
$350 million to C.alifornia and Nevada in EPA 's FY 97 and FY 98 budgets for Clean Water Act grants to 
su.tes under Sections 106 and 319. as well as wastewater and drinking water sta te revolving loan funds . 
Recognizing Lake .Tahoe as an enviro nmenta l priority. California and Nevada have historically. and are 
expected to co ntinue to. spend significant EPA funds on projects and programs in the Lake Ta hoe Basin . 

F( r More Information 

M ke Schulz Ken Greenberg 
U S. EPA Region 9 U. S EPA, Region 9 
75 Hawth orn e Street 75 Hawthorn e Street 
San Francisco. CA 94105 San Francisco , CA 94105 
(415) 744- 18 17 (phone) (415) 744 -1868 (phone) 
(4 15) 744-1235 (fax) (415) 744 - 1235 (fax) 
schulz.mike@epamail.epa.gov (e-mail) greenberg. ken@epamail.epa.gov (e- mail) 

39
 



APPEN DICES
 



APPENDIX A 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 13057: FEDERAL ACTIONS IN THE LAKE TAHO E REGION 



APPENDIX B
 

A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE FEDERAL INTERAGENCY
 
PARTNERSHIP ON THE LAKE TAHOE ECOSYSTEM. THE STATES OF CALIFORNIA
 

AND NEVADA. THE WASHOE TRIBE OF CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA.
 
A.ND THE TAHOE REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY
 



APPE NDIX C 

SUMMARY: FEDERAL TWO-YEAR FUNDING COMMITMENTS 



La ke Tahoe Presidential Forum
 
Appendix C - Summary: Federal Two-Year Funding Commitments
 

Page Presidential Commitment FY97 FY98 TOTAL 

1 \y_~stewatergip~~ipe $fi!50,OOO SJ,150,099 

2 Water Quality Forecasting Model $291,730 $327,666 $619,396 

R.ealiTirne l]lresholdMonitori"iigiograrn $100,000 100,000 $299,000 

4 Multi-Agency Water Quality Research Team $0 $0 $0 

' 5 "Lake Tahoe-Lake Baikal Partnership $0 $50,000 $50.000 

6 Enviro nmental/Recycling Hotlin e $0 $0 $0 

7 Analysis ofLTlMPMonitoringData $80,000 $80.000 

8 Digit al Mapping of the Lake Basin $0 $ 100.000 $ 100.000 

9 Sourceof GasolinePollution $0 $140,000 $14Q,Ooo 

10 Restoration of Lahontan Cutthroat Trout (LeT) $0 $40 .000 $40 ,000 

11 Road Erosion Control & StOf111'Y'at~t.:~gm~: $0 $250 ,000 

12 Stormwater Settling Basin $0 $50.000 $50 .000 

13 Road Weather Information System (RWIS) $0 $75,000 $75 ,000 

14 Fo rest Road Decommi ssioning and Improvement $0 $ UOO.OOO $ 1.300,000 

15 Watershed Restoration on NFS Lands $0 $475,000 $475 .000 

16 Wetland s Resto ration Projects $0 $1 50.000 $150,000 

17 Iq1viionmental Restoration Opportunities $0 $600,000 $600.000 

18 Backyard Co nservation Initiative $0 $255.000 $255,000 

Source Water Protection Program $?O,OOO $0 $50,000 

20 Watershed Assessment $0 $ 1,000.000 $ 1,000,000 

21 Fire History Research $0 $30,000 $30.000 
22 Urban Lot s $0 $400,000 $400,000 

23 Prescribed Burning $0 $489,500 $48 9,500 
24 Mechanical Treatments $0 $2.324, 200 $2,324,200 

25 Land Acquisition $0 $1;300,000 $1 ,300,000 
26 Forest Health Consensus Gro up (FHCG) $0 $50,000 $50,000 
27 Coordinated Transit System (CTS) $1,250,000 $1,250;000 $2,500.000 
28 Ea st Shore Beach Shuttle $20,000 $0 $20 ,000 
29 Transit Center $0 $1,000,000 $1,000,000 
30 RenolTahoe Airp ort Run way Repair $6.000.000 $0 $6.000,000 
31 Mail Delivery Upgrade $0 $250,000 $250,000 
32 GIS Intern et-Linked Database $0 $200.000 $20 0,000 
33 Technical Staff Support $0 $7 5,000 $75 .000 
34 Washoe Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) $0 $0 $0 
35 Cave Rock Environmental Analysi s $0 $120,000 $120,000 
36 Meeks Mead ow Spec ial Use Permit $0 $25 ,000 $2 5,000 
37 Taylor Creek Special Use Permit $0 $150,000 $150.000 
38 Watershed Restoration Partnership $0 $180.000 $180,000 
39 Water Quality Partnership Agreement $0 SO $0 

TOTALS $7,961,730 $19,736,366 $2 7,698.096 



LIST OF ACRONYMS USED IN THIS REPORT
 

ACRONYM 

BMP 
Caltrans 
CNG 
Corps 
CTS 

EIP 
EPA 
FAA 
FHCG 
FHWA 

FTA 
FY 
GIS 
LCT 
LTBMU 

LTIMP 
MOU 
NDOT 
NEPA 
NFS 

NRC S 
PDA 
RWIS 
SR 
SRF 

STPUD 
SUP 
TAC 
TB I 
TCSF 

TRPA 
TTD 
L'C Davis 
USDA 
USDOT 

USFS 
USFWS 
USGS 
USPS 

DEFINITION 

Best Management Practice 
California Department of Transport ation 
Compressed Natural Gas 
Army Co rps of Engineers 
Coo rdinated Tran sit System 

TRPA' s Environmental Improvement Program 
US Environmental Prot ect ion Agency 
USDOT Federal Aviat ion Admini stration 
Lake Tahoe Ba sin Forest Health Consensus Group 
USDOT Federal Highway Administration 

USD OT Federal Transit Administrat ion 
Fiscal Year 
Geographic lnfonn ation System 
Lahontan Cutthroat Trout 
Lake Tah oe Basin Man agement Unit 

Lake Tahoe Interagency Monitoring Program 
Memorandum of Understanding 
Nevada Depart ment of Transportation 
National Environmental Policy Act 
Nat ional Forest System 

USDA National Resources Co nservation Service 
Planning and Design Analysis 
Road Weather Information System 
State Route 
Stat e Revolving Funds 

South Tahoe Public Ut ility District 
Special Use Permit 
Technical Advisory Commi ttee 
Tahoe-Baikal Institute 
Tahoe Center for Susta inable Futures 

Tah oe Regional Planning Agency 
Tahoe Transport at ion District 
Universi ty of California - Davis 
US Department of Agriculture 
US Department of Transportation 

USDA Forest Service 
US Fish & Wildlife Service 
US Geo logical Survey 
US Posta l Service 




