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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION: Section 388 of the EPAct, granted the Secretary of the

U.S. Department of the Interior (Secretary) discretionary authority to issue leases, easements, or
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the proposed rule. The progra

mmatic EIS analyzes the potential environmental impacts that
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and identifies potential mitigation measures. As such, the programmatic EIS process:

1) provides for public input, through scoping meetings, hearings, and written comments,
concerning the scope of national issues associated with offshore alternative energy
and alternate use activities;

2) identifies, defines, and assesses generic environmental impacts associated with
potential offshore alternative energy and alternate use activities to increase the agency
understanding of the environmental consequences of future actions; |

3) evaluates and proposes polices and best management practices that may be adopted
for any rulemaking by MMS; and,

4) establishes a foundation for future NEPA analyses required for the implementation of
the alternative energy and alternate use program.

The preferred alternative of this final programmatic EIS combines elements of the
proposed action and the “case-by-case” alternative. This combination provides MMS flexibility
to issue and manage leases, easements, or rights-of-way on the OCS for alternative energy and
alternate use activities during the rulemaking process. Areas of the OCS that are assessed in this
programmatic EIS are limited to those not expressly excluded under Section 388 of the EPAct,
such as any areas on the OCS within the exterior boundaries of any unit of the National Park
System, National Wildlife Refuge System, National Marine Sanctuary System, or any National
Monument.
EIS AVAILABILITY: To obtain a single printed or CD-ROM copy of the final programmatic
EIS, you may contact the Minerals Management Service, Environmental Assessment Branch
(MS 4042), 381 Elden Street, Herndon, Virginia 20170. An electronic copy of the final

programmatic EIS is available at the MMS’s EIS website at: ocsenergy.anl.gov.




FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Minerals Management Service,
Mr. James F. Bennett, Environmental Division, 381 Elden Street, Herndon, Virginia 20170,

(703) 787-1660.
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