
Federal Registbr i VOL 54. No. n 1 Monday, April a, 190s 'I Unified Agenda 16780 
a 

DEPARTMENT OF M E  INTERIOR (DOI) 
Mineralr Management Service (MMS) 

Proposed Rule Stage 

1t81.O AMENDMENT OF DUAL 
ACCOUNTING REQUIREMENT IN GAS 
VALUATlOH REGULATIONS 
Signlfianca Regulatory Pmgmm 
Legal Authortty: 25 USC 398 et req; 25 
USC 396a et req; 25 USC 2101 et req: 30 
USC 16l et req; 30 USC 351 et req; 30 
USC 1001 et req: 30 USC 17M et req: 31 
USC 8702 43 USC 1301 et req: 43 USC 
1331 et req; 43 USC lsol et req 
CFRCteSUOn: 3 0 m U w I  
Lo@ Wdllna. NOM 
Abrbtct The existing regulation8 
require that the value of certain 
pmcerred gar that in not rold pumuant 
to an arm',-lengh contract shall be the 
greater of value determined by two 
Merent  methods. The cornpariron of 
the two valuer ir commonly refened to 
a r  "dual accounting." The dual 
accounting requirement nrults in the 
inconrbtent valuation of gar depending 
on whether it ir rold in an arm'r-length 
or a non-am'r lmgh rituatioo, 
Regulation amendments am bein# 
developed which wouid aliminate the 
accounting for comparison requirement 
except where requind by leare terms. 
TIrnrtabk 

Government Levdr Affected: None 
Agency Contact Den& C. Whitcomb, 
Chief, Ruier and Rocedurer, 
Department of the Interior. Mineralr 
Management Service, Denver Federal 
Center, MS 662 Bldg. 85, Denver, CO 
80225,303 231-3452 
RIN: 1010-AB28 

1182 0 AMENDMENT OF VALUATION 
BENCHMARKS IN GAS REGULATONS 
SLgnlfluncs: Regulatory Program 
Legal Authority 25 USC 398 et req: 25 
USC 398a et req; 25 USC a01 et req: 30 
USC 181 et req; 30 USC 351 et req; 30 
USC 1001 et req: 30 USC 1701 et req; 31 
USC 9701; 43 USC 1301 et req; 43 USC 
1331 et req: 43 USC lsol et req 
CFR Clbtion: 30 CFR 206 
Legal Dmdllnc None 
Abstract The existing regulation8 
pmvide for the valuation of 
unprocerred ga8, reridue gar, or any 
gar plant product which ir not rold 
pursuant to an ann's-length contract to 
be determined in accordance with a 
benchmark method. In the hd 
regulationa MMS adopted aa the l in t  
benchmark the lerree'r grorr proceed8 
received under ita non--'a-length 
transaction if they were equivalent to 
the gross proceeda received under 
comparable arm'r-length contract, for 
ka-quality production in the rame field 
or area. The criteria to be considerad in 
defining comparable contracts were 
also outiined However, since the 

adoption of the revired regulationr. 
numerous questions have been raised 
ar to the interpretation of the 6rat 
benchmark There question8 been 
identified the need to further clanfy 
MMS'r intention in this regard. 
TlmetaMc 
Aetlon htr FR Cltr 

NPRM 04/00/8@ 
NPRM W 05/00/8@ 

09/0018@ Final A&on 
Final Action 1 O/OO/BD 

Effecav. 

Small EnWer Affected: None 
Government Level8 Affected: None 
Agency Contact D e h  C. Whitcomb, 
Chief, Ruler and Procedures, 
Department of the Interior, Mineralr 
Management Service, Denver Federal 
Center, MS 882 Bldg. 85, Denver, CO 
8aW 303 291-3432 
RIN 1 r n O - m  

PenodEnd 

~~ ~ 

1183. REVISION OF REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING INTEREST RATE 
APPLICABLE TO LATE PAYMENTS 
AND UNDERPAYMENTS 
LegJ Authority: 25 USC 398 et req; 25 
USC 396a et reg; 25 USC Zlol et seq; 30 
USC 181 et req: 30 USC 351 et req: 30 
USC lwi et req: 30 USC 1701 et seq: 31 
USC 9701: 43 USC 1301 et req; 43 USC 
1331 et req; 43 USC 180l et req 
cm Cbtlort: 30 CFR 218 
b g . 1  Deadline None 
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ab%. 218.~5, and Zl8.1W m the 
rab of interest to be charged 9x1 
underpayments or lata paymentr of 
myalty by lerrees and other mydty 
payola, and the rate of internst tu be 
paid on late disbursemenu of an Indian 
Tribe'r or Allottee'r royalty of a State'r 
rham of myalty revenuer. Their 
regulations r e f m c s  rection gSn of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1654 for the 
applicable interest rate in each 
situatioa. However, recbon BBn wus 
amended by the Tax Ref- Act of 
1988 to provide for a dif€mnt intersst 
rate for overpayments and fot 
underpaymenta A rule mendmeat ir 
required to clarify an amhigity in the 
exis tq  regulations, created by the 
amtndment to section 002% as to w k b  
of two diffmnt ntes mruld apply. 
Timobb(r: 
Mkn m e  FFI cne 
NPRM M/wm 
NPAMCanment 05/06/88 

FKul Aden! 07/001b9 
F n J m  O?/OOfbO 

Prrlod w 

Enuhe 
Small Entttler Affect& None 
Govommont Lovola Affected: None 
Agency Contact: Damrir C. Whitarmh 
Chief, Ruler and Procedures. 
Deparbsent of the Interior, Minerals 
Management Service. Denver Federal 
Center, MS 662 Bldg. 85, Denver, CO 
80225, sa 2319492 
RIN: 101O-AB32 

1184. RECOUPYUCTS AND REFUNDS 
OF EXCESS PAYMENTS UNDER 
FEDERAL O f f  SHORE YINERU. 
LEsEs 
SlgnMcmm RcguiatoyRogram 
L4@ Authority: 43 use 1339 

k g J D u d u l l e N o a e  
AbStnctThirrlbmkiqbBeededto 

C f % m K  30-230 

add new m g u h t k ~  C O V ~  
recoupment and refund8 of axeass 
paymentll made under Federal offshim 
mineral leaser which are subject to 
section iD of the Outer Continental 
Shelf Ian& Act of 1853 (OCSLA), 43 
USC 1339. This rule would ertablbb 
requirementt and guideliner for 
crediting {recouping) excess paymentr 
of royalties, 4, bbnrucn, or other 
amounta againat a current or fuhm 

payment obhgatioa or ruftmding ruch 
exceri payment to any penon lawfully 
entitled to W v e  a nfund or d t  for 
an overpayment made under an 
offshore l ew.  The new reguletion ir 
intended to lessen confurion an the part 
of payon, operatom and the Mineralr 
Management Servica. 
nmetaw.: 

NPClM 12/04180 
NPRM canmart o2iwm 

Small EntItler Affected: Undetermined 
Government Level8 Aff8ct.d: 
Undetermined 
Agency Contact Deanir C Whitcomb, 
Chief. Ruler and Fmceduna 
Department of the Interior, Mineral8 
Management Service, Denver Federal 
Center. MS 88% Bldg. 85, Denver, CO 
80225.303 231- 
RIN: l O l & A R l 1  

Prnod End 

1185. REVISION O f  REGUUrtOHS 
GOVERNING APPEAL8 
Legal Authority 30 USC 17Vl et r q  
CFR Citation: 30 CFR 243 
Legal Daadlinc None 
Abrtrrck Payom who appeal 8 bill for 
payment of additional royalty, MU, 
bonuses, penattier, or other 
aeserrmentr. a n  mquired by the 
exi8t i .q appeal ngulationr to submit 
payment of the billed amount or to post 
a bond in an amount adequate to 
indemify the lerror fmm lose or 
damage. However. nome bitla for 
payment that have been appealed have 
been neither paid nor aecured by xn 
acceptable surety. An amendment to 
the existing regulatiohr is needed to 
establish a requirement that payment 
must be made or that an acceptable 
surety must be ported within I 
specified period of time as a condition 
for acceptance of the appeal for 
consideration by the Director, Minerait 
Management Service (M3.S). An 
amendment ir alro needed to permit the 
porting af let- of credit, in addition 
to bonds, in accordance with cumnt 
MMS praCtiCk 
nmebbh: 
A d O l l  brta maw 

Small €nUU.r Atfact& h e  
Govmmont Level$ Attech& Nons 
Agony Contact: Donnir C Wtcomh 
Chief, Rule8 and Rocedum, 
D e p a m m t  of tbc Inttrior. A4inmla 
Management Service, Denver Federal 
Center. MS €102 Bldg. 85, Denver, CO 
80225,345 zn-m 
RIN: 1 rn+m3 

1188. AIR O U A W  - OUTER 
CONTINENTAL SHELF WIDE 
Sl- RcgulatoryRugrun 
Legal AWtorlty: 30 USC 1334 
CFR Cltrtlon: 30 CFR &%I.% 30 CFR 
250.45; 30 CFR wo.48; 30 CFR 250.57 

Leg8l Doadline None 
Abrtncf Amendments to the 
Department of the Interior mr) Air 
Quality regulation for oil and gar 
operationa will be propwed for alI 
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) uear 
The changer would update 
requirementa and consider the need for 
current infomation collection burtiens, 
and provide additional rateguards for 
thoro pollutants which could be critieal 
to air quality in MBI adjoining the 
OCS. A detuminatiw of potentid c a t ,  
and benefitr cannot be made until the 
final rulemaking has been prepand for 
RIN 1010.AA61. dsoling with 
amendment8 to the DO1 Air Qualtty 
regulation for oil and gar 0perat i0~  
adjacent to the Stab of California. 
Considerable information bar been 
developed during the negotiationr 
conducted to i m p i w n t  that 
rulemaking. There have also been 
reviaionr to the related Environmental 
Protection Agency reguiationa which 
will affect both of these dernalungs. 
Timing, content, and format for thi~ 
rulemaking far all OCS areas will not 
b6 determined until completion of ths 
rulemaking €UN irnb4,m 
Ti- 

NPRM ouooim 
NPRM Comment 04/00/80 

Fuul Aebbrr O?/Do/go 
Small Entltl.8 Affected: Undetermiaed 
Government Lovrb Attectut 
Undetermined 
AQtncy Contact W h  S. Cook, 
Petroleum w e e r ,  Department of the 
Interior, Mineral8 Management Service, 

Pemd Ed 
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 ail stop 646,12203 Sunryb Valley 

RIH I ~ O - A B I ~  
Drive, Restos VA 22081.m 64&m8 

~~~~ ~~~ ~ ~ 

1187.0 UMKATION OF THE 
DIRECTOR'S AUTHORrrY FOR 
DISCRmONARY RELUSE O f  
W S N A S E  PROPRIETARY DATA 
AND INFORMAVON 
Legill Authorltr: 43 USC 1331 et q 
CFR CMlOfZ 30 250.18 

Deadllnv. None 
A h m e t  Amendments to the 
regulations providurg for the 
&scretionary release of podease  
proprietary data and information will 
be proposed. The amendmenkt would 
Lmit the discretion of the MMS Director 
to m l w e  ruch dam and idormation by 
d e w  mom precisely the 
circurmtancer under which ruch 
releases m y  be nuthorized and to 
whom the dah and information may be 
shown. The alternative to !he propoaed 
amendment is the case-by-case 
determination of whether to releare 
ruch proprietary data and informatha 
based on the existing less specific. 
discretionary authority of the Director. 
This alternative leaver some degree of 
uncertainty to the lessee concerning the 
circumstances under which relearer 
win be authorized, and pouible 
changes in policy. 
TlmeLblC 

Abstract The d e r  at 30 CFR Part 250 
which pvun oil and gas end sulphur 
operations in the OCS will be revired 
to a d h a  in greater spedfidty training 
requirementr for personnel engaged in 
oil, gas. and rdphur d d h &  
development. and production operations 
in the OCS. Training requirements were 
addressed in a proposed d e  to 
consolidate into one document the ruler 
governing oil and pas and sulphur 
operatiom in the OCS which waa 
published on March 18.1988 (51 FR 
9316). 'Ihe !mining provisions of that 
proposed rule have been revired 
updated and combdated  under a new 
Subpart 0, Training. Other alternatives 
considered were not revising the 
regulationa and revising only h e  
regulations identified by industry. 
Promulgabbn of the regulation io not 
expected to m u l t  in costs significantly 
molt than those incurred thm& the 
unregulated use of good commercial 
practices. 
Tlmctabk: 

NPRM 04/00109 
NPRM Cunmenl 06100/89 

P m  End 
Small EnUtjes Aff W e &  None 
Govemment Levels Aff cctsd: None 
Agency Contact: G e d  D. Rhbu 
Chief, Rulea, Orden, and Standatdr 
Branch, Department of h e  Interior. 
Minerah -ament Service. Mail 
Stop 846,12203 SuKise Valiey Drive, 
Reston, VA 22091. 84gm6 
RIN: itno.AB21 

1189. OIL AND GAS AND SULPHUR 
OPERATIONS IN THE OvlER 
CONTINENTAL SHELF, SUBPART P, 
SULPHUR OPERATIONS 

Authority: 43 USC 1334 

C F R c t w a r 3 O c F R ~  
La@ Deadllnc NOM 
Abstmct The &s at 30 CFR 250 
which govern oil and gar and aulphur 
operaboar in the Outer Continental 
Shelf (Om) will be revised to address 
sulphur expiomtion, dsveiopment and 
production opemoonr with mars 
spedcity.  Sulphur operatioar am 
currently rddrrutd thmugh ruler, 
applicabla to a& gar, and sulphur and 
thmugh OCS Order No. 10, Sulphur 
D r i h g  Procedures. irrued by the Gulf 
of Mexico OCS Region. Commenta 

received &I the result of the publication 
on Mad 18. lSs8 (51 FR g316). of I 
proposed rule to consolidate nJn 
governmg o i l  gas. and sulphur 
operations in the OCS included 
recommendations for the development 
of rrgulations which treat sulphur 
operations in the OCS with greater 
specificity. Other alternatives 
considered were not revising the 
regulations. Promulgation of the 
regulation is not expected to result in 
costa sipficantly more than thoro 
incurred through the unregulated use of 
good commercial practices. 
Tlrnetoblr: 
kuon 0.k F R C l h  

NPRM 04/00/89 
NPRM Comment 07/30/89 

P e w  End 
Small Entities Affected: None 
Govmment Levels Aff me& None 
Agency Contact: Gerald D. Rhodes, 
Chief, Rules, Orders, and Standards 
Branch. Department of the Interior, 
Minerals Management Service. Mail 
Stop 848,12203 Sunrise Valley Drive. 
Reaton, VA 22091,703 648-nlS 
RIH: imo-ma 

1190.0 AMENDMENT TO 30 CFR 
250.4 AND 25034(5) TO ADD 
GUIDEUNES FOR THE ACCEPTANCE 
OF CONTRlBVnONS FOR MISSION 
ACflVmES SUCH AS THE 
PREPARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENTS 
wd A ~ t h ~ r i M  43 USC 1331 

CFR Cltatiorr 30 CFR wO.4; 30 CF'R 

Legal Dedirm None 
Abstract The Minerals Management 
Service N S )  proposer to amend 30 
CFR 250.4 and 25o.M(j) to implement 
the authority provided in the Fiscal 
Year 1987 Department of the Interior 
Appropriation Act to facilitate 
preparationa of Environmental Impact 
Statementr assodated with the 
approval of certain Development and 
Rbduction Plana The alternative of 
pma ib ing  @IC procedure8 for uae 
of ruch fund, would not allow the 
flexibility to respond when the u w  of 
contracton and private contributions is 
the most 8enaible approach. There may 
be increased cost to sttome l e rmer  
however, these costa npresmt a 
voluntary uran fee comparable to the 

Ua.W(l] 
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usen fee provided in the Independent 
Offices Appropriation Act of 1952. a8 
mended No increase in cost or prices 
would nsult for any other entity. 
nmemMa 
Actlon oat. FR ctte 

NPRM 04/00/09 
NPRM b t n m n t  08f00I09 

PWkd End 
Small Entltler Affect& None 
Government Levels Affectad: Lo& 
Federal 
Agency Contact: Mario Rivs~o. 
Petroleum Engineer, Department of the 
Interior, Minerals Management Service. 
MS646.12203 Sunrise Valley Drive, 
Restoa VA 22091.7’03 
RIN: I M O - A B ~ ~  

1141.0 AMENDMEN73 TO 30 cm 
250.52 TO ADD REOUIREMEHTS 
INTENDED TO PREVENT 
OCCURRENCE OF ACCIDENTAL 
FIRES CAUSED BY FALUNG SLAG 
FROM WELDINQ OR BURNINQ 
mal Authority: 13 USC 1334 
CFR Cltrtlon: 30 C€R 250.52 
Le$d Dandllne None 
Abstract The h e r d s  Management 
Servici proposes to amend 30 CFR 
250.52 to add requirements designed to 
increare personnel safety and minimize 
property damage by avoiding or 
preventing the occurrence of accidental 
fves caused by hot slag fmm weldmg 
or burning activities falling into 
flammable material floating on the 
ocean surface beneath Outer 
Continental Shelf (OCS) facilities. The 
propored amendment war prompted by 
the recommendations of an 
investigation of a January 6,1984. 
accidental fire believed to have been 
caused by hot welding dag igniting a 
layer of hydrocarbons floating on the 

surface of the ocean water beneath an 
OCS facility. Three men died and nine 
were burned as a consequence of that 
fire. The alternative considered war to 
rend lessees advisory notices alerting 
them of the potential danger of w e l d q  
slag, however, the alternative was 
considered less effective because it 
lacked enforcement The proposed 
amendment would not result in 
increases in cost to lessees or 
connumen. 
Timetable 

~ 

ACUUl 01t0 m cne 
NPRM 04fOOf09 
NPRM Comment 06/00/09 

Small Entltiea Affected: None 
Government Love18 Affected: None 
Agency Contact Mario Rivero, 
Petroleum Enpeer.  Depattment of the 
Interior, Minerals Management Service, 
MS648.12203 Sunrjse Valley Drive. 
Restoa VA 22Q9l, 703 848-7808 

Period End 

RIN: imo-mi 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI) Final Rule Stage 
Minerals Management Service (MMS) 

1192. REVISION OF ROYALrY 
VALUATION REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING GAS SALES UNDER 
PERCENTAGE-OF-PROCEU 
CONTRACTS 
Signlflcrnce Regulatory Rogram 
Legal Authortty: 25 USC 398 et req: 25 
USC 398a et seq: 25 USC Z l o l  et req: 30 
USC 1W et seq; 30 USC 351 et seq: 30 
USC 1001 et seq: 30 USC 1701 et req: 30 
USC 9701; 43 USC 1301 et seq: 43 USC 
1331 et req: 43 USC 1Bol et req 
CFR Citation: 30 CFR 208 
Legal Deadllnc None 
Abstract The Minerah hfnnagement 
Service (MMS) published hal revised 
regulationr governing the valuation of 
gas from Federal leases onahore and on 
the Outer Continental Shelf and from 
Indian Tribal and allotted leaser in the 
Federal Register on Janu- 15,1988 (53 
FR 1230). The proposed gar valuation 
provirionr of section ZtM.153, in part 
govern the determination of value in 
situations where the lerree‘r contract 
for the eale of gar prior to pmcerahq 
provider for the value to be determined 
based upon a percentage of the 
purchases pmceeds resulting h m  

processing the gas. However, the 
inclusion of these percentagessf- 
proceeds contracts under section 
206.153 has created unreasonable 
burdens on lesrees. Consequently, MMS 
is proposing to amend its regulations to 
provide for the valuation of gas under 
percentageof-proceed8 contracts to be 
under the unprocessed gas valuation 
rtandards of rection 206.15Z rather 
than section 208.153. 
Tlrnetrbk 
Actlon Data F R c t h  
NPRM 12f151811 53FR50422 
NPRM Comment 02/03/89 54 FR 1398 

Final Action 09100189 
FKul Action lOlaOl09 

Penod End 

Eff * 
Small Entttiea A f f e . d :  None 
Government Lovela A f f o c t e  None 
Agency Contact: Dennis C. Wbitmmb, 
Chief, Ruler and Procedtma, 
Department of the Interior, M i n d  
Management Service, Denver Federal 

Center. MS 662 Bldg. 85. Denver, CO 
80225, so3 231-3432 
RIN: IMD;ABV 

1193. GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 
USED TO GENERATE ELECTRICITY, 
PRODUCT VALUATION FOR ROYALTY 
PURPOSES 
Signlflmnce Regulatory Program 
Legal Authortty: 25 USC 398 et seq: W 
USC 396a et req; 25 USC 2101 et seq: 30 
USC 181 et seq: 30 USC 351 et seq: 30 
USC 1001 et seq: 30 USC 17Ol et seq; 31 
USC 9701.43 USC 1301 et seq: 43 USC 
1331 et seq; 43 USC lsol et seq 
CFRCtWon: 30CFR206 
Legal Deadline None 
Ab-& Mating regulations goveming 
the valuation of geothermal resourccr 
provide insufficient guidance for the 
valuation of geothermal resources 
utilized to generate electricity in a 
lessee-owned power plant 
Consequently, the Minerah 
Management Service has irsued a 
report entitled “Valuation of Federal 
Ceothermal Resources-Eiectriical 
Generation” which describes a 
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"geothermal netback pmcednm- to 
value them "no d e r "  mums. 
amendment in needed to the exiotuq 
regulatio~ to provide replatory 
guidance after receipt and 
conrideration of comments fmm the 
public to the exirtmg geothermal 
netback procedure. 
Timetnblc 
Actm htr mcnr 
-~ 
NPRU 01/05/89 54 FR 354 
NPRM COmmnc 03/06/89 

Final Acbor, 07/00/89 
Find Acbon 08/00/89 

Pelnod End 

Etkctwo 

SmrW Entitles AW6ct.d: None 
Govmmment k v d s  Aff eetrd: None 
A ~ C U I U C ~  Donab Whitoomb 
Chiet Rules and Roceduna 
Department of the Interior, Minerah 
Msnagement Service. Denver Fedval 
Center, Ms 862 Bldg. 85, Denver, CO 
BoZz&SIUM- 
RIK imo-AB2t 

1194. OIL AND GAS AND SULPHUR 
OPERATlONS IN THE 0- 
COClmNENTAL SHEY; SAFETY AND 
POUUTiOM-PREVEFmON 
EOUIPMENT 
Legal Authority 43 USC 1334 
CFR Chation: 30 CFR 250.1: 30 CFR 
250,128 
Le@ (k.dlW. None 
Abrtnck The d e r  at 30 CFR 250.128 
on the manufacture of rafety and 
pollution-pnvention equipment (i.ew 
surface and rubnuface rafety valoer) 
m being amended. The amendment 
would update the American National 
Standardr Institute/Amuiuin society 
of Mecbanicai E@neers (ANsI/AsME) 
SPPE-I standard h a  the 1985 edition 
to the edition and allow 
compliance with eithar updabd 
version of the ANWASME -1 
quality asrumace (QA) program (IS88 
edition) or the propored hmerican 
Petroleum Institute (API) QA progmm 
(AP! Spec Ql in combination with AP! 
Speca 14A and 14b). Other alternrtim 
considered were not to amend the d e  
and to continu* ucr@ ANSlASMs 
SppE.1 ar the m y  type of ccrtificatiorr 
for the QA prognm. The costs to 
lerreer under the Am program or the 
updated ANSI/ASME SPPE-I p q m m  
am not expected to be rignificantly 

different than the cost8 under the 
current program, If there is any cost 
difference, it ir expected to be a 
reduction in cost since the uae of the 
MI program is an option to the we of 
the ANWASME SPPE-1 program. 
Leaseer would not be expected to 
choose the ure of the more expensive of 
the approved QA program. 
Timetable 
Adan Dmtr FR Cltr 

NPRM 07/05/88 53 FR 25340 
NPAM Comment 09/29/88 53 FR 30705 

Final 04/00/89 
Ftnd AEoon 06lOOl09 

P d  M 

EnecbM 

Small Entities Aff octed: None 
Government k v d s  Affect& None 
Agency Contact M. L Courtou, Chief, 
Offshore Inspection and Enforcement 
Division, Department of the Interior, 
Minerals Management Senice. Mail 
Stop 647,12203 S d s e  Valley Drive, 
Rertoa VA 2ulBI. 703 64bRso 
RIH: 1mo-ABLo 

1195. AIR OUAUTY OFFSHORE 
CALIFORNIA 
Signifianca: Regulatory Program 
Legal AuthomV: 43 USC 1331 
CFR ctt8uorE 30 CFR 250.47 
Legal D.8dllnc None 
Abstract Amendmentr to the DO1 Air 
Quality regulation for oil and ga, 
opvabons will be propoied for Outer 
Continental Shelf m a r  adjacent to 
California. The chang+r would provide 
additional rafegoards for those 
pollutantr which could be critical to air 
quality in the regioh The cortl have 
been determined to have a net prermt 
value of appmximately SZSM to the 
regulated induam the net bm&m 
have not k e n  quantified but would be 
a reduction in m y  cfEect of emiuiona 
from OCS 0parati0~ on the ozmne 
level8 in adjacent onshore amah Thir 
may be expected to yield Eort 
reductions in health wrvicer and other 
related m a r .  The DO1 has conducted a 
conflict ureummt to detumiar the 
likelihood of the intenrted and a f € 4  
partier being able to reach an 
agnement 00 an air quality regulatory 
pmgram. If the affected parties involved 
can d e d o p  a mutually agreeable mt of 
requirtmmts, then DO1 will iniiiab 
rulemaking bared on that agreement 

Tlmetabk 
A c t k n  D8te FR C l r  

ANPRM 01/07/05 50 FR 638 
ANPRM 03l00l95 

b g m  conolct 04/15188 

c o m m  
-End 

p m r  of 
negowted 
rulemakrng 
m 
potentral for 
W d  
agreemart 

detemnrtlon 
of ettecs oi 
ru)es 

m a  
negomed Nb 
wbsgn 
-mnl of 
nalo m h  
standprd 
pr- 

as-smmu 

Detmwm 07/30/8g 

Compbtr 05/18/00 

Reach .grtmnmt 1 2 f  19/88 

NPRM c i i v i a g  54 FA 1848 
NPRM 02/10/09 

Final Amorl 09/00/80 

Smll Entities Aff cetcd: None 
Govemm~~t  Levels Attecte& None 
Agony Contact WiIliam S. Coak 
Petroleum Engineer, Department of the 
Interior. Mineds Management Semce. 
Mail Stop 648, Reston VA 2u)91. 703 
6S-m 
RIN: 1010-AAgl 

-W 

1196. NONDISCRIMINATION IN 
EMPLOYMENT IN THE OUTER 
CONTINENTAL SHELF 
Le@ Authority 43 USC 166% 43 USC 
1331 et req: 42 USC 2000d to 2oooc 

cmcltakn: 3 0 m 2 7 1  
Legal Ckrdline: None 
Abrtntt Them an no provisions in 
current Minerals Management Service 
regulationr which provide a mechanism 
for remedy of unlawful discrimination 
in Outer Continental Shelf (Om) 
employment Ruler would be developed 
to provide a procesr whereby  OM 
who believed they had been denied 
employment because of unlawful 
discrimination would have a forum. 
These d e r  would implement the 
purporer of section 804 of the OCS 
Land8 Act Amendment of 197711 
Alternatives considered are no action, 
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irruance of a policy statement and DO 
rules, and proporal of extenaive 
affirmative action rules rimilar to those 
rescinded in the par t  Very few 
complaint, are eqec ted  to arise as 
there has been no evidence of 
discrimination to date. Therefore. costs 
are expected to be minimal. Benefits 
would be the arsurance that the 
requkementr of section 804 are being 
fully canied out  

Government Levels Affect- None 
Agency Contact hiary McDonald, 
Program Analyst Department of the 
Interior, Mineral8 Management Service, 
Mail Stop 646,12203 Sunrite Valley 
Drive, Reston, VA co91.7w 648-7817 
R I N  101O-AA67 

Completed Actions DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI) 
Mlnerals Management Service (MMS) 

1197. VALUATION OF COAL FOR 
ROYALW PURPOSES FROM 
FEDERAL AND INDIAN LEASES 
SlgnHtcancc Regulatory Program 
Legal Authority: 25 USC 396 et seq: 25 
USC 396a et req: 25 USC 2101 et seq: 30 
USC 181 et req: 30 USC 351 et req: 30 
USC lw1 et req: 30 USC 1701 et req: 31 
USC 9701: 43 USC 1301 et seq; 43 USC 
1331 et seq: 43 USC 1801 et seq 
CFR Clbtlon: 30 CFR u12: 30 CFR 203: 
30 CFR 208: 30 CFR 210: 30 CFR Zl2 43 
CFR3480 
Legal Deadline None 
Abrtnct: This regulation will provide 
conaistent valuation procedures for coal 
for the purpore of royalty computations. 
It is be@ prepared in response to a 
Linower Commission recommendation 
for a detailed definitive product 
valuation regulation which contains 
clear terms and procedures. 
n m e t w c  
Action mt, FR a 8  

ANPRM 02/05/86 51 FR 4507 
ANPRM 04/07/00 
commrnt 
P e d  End 

NPRM 01/15/07 52 FR 1840 
NPRM C o r n  04/15/07 

Reopen Mi 07/09/07 52 FA 25887 
Pariod End 

commnt 
m 

Reopsned PUMlc 07/23/07 
cfmmwlt 
Period End 

(hlnlnm 
period 

to lcrrn NPRM 

R e ~ p m d  Public 08/12/87 52 29060 

NoWa o( I- 11/17/87 M FR 43919 

F u t h r  NPRM 07/15/88 53 FR 2 W 2  

ActlOtl D8tO ChO- 

Further NPRM 09/13/00 
Pubb 
Comment 
P e m d  End 

Etfecbvo 

Final Acbon 01/13/89 54 FR 1492 
Final &on 03/01 f 09 

Small Entltlrr Affected: None 
Government Lovela Affected: None 
Agency Contact hod$ C Whitcomb, 
Chief, Rules and Roceduret, 
Department of the interior. Minerah 
Management Service, Denver Federal 
Center, MS 662 Bldg. 85, Denver, CO 
60225.303 2315432 
RIH: IMO-AAB3 

1198. PROCESSING AND 
TRANSPORtATlON ALLOWANCES, 
RETURN ON CAPITAL INVEW'MEKT 
Legal Authow. 25 USC 396 et req: 25 
USC 388a et seq; 25 USC ZlM et seq: 30 
USC 181 et req: 30 USC 351 et seq; 30 
USC 1001 et req; 30 USC 17M et req; 31 
USC 870% 43 USC 13M et req; 43 USC 
1331 et seq: 43 USC lsol et req 
CFR Cltrtlon: 30 CFR 206 
Le@ D..dlln.: None 
Abrtmet The Minerals Management 
Service @WS) published new oil and 
gar product valuation regulation8 in the 
Federal Register on January 15,1988 (53 
FR 1184 and 53 FR 1230). If a lersee har 
a non-ann'b-length contract or har no 
contract far processing or 
tramportation of oil or gar, the new 
regulations provide for an allowable 
deduction from royalty payments bared 
upon the lessee's masonabla achul 
casu during the reportlng period. There 
actual cost deductiona allow the i m w  
to deduct operating and maintenance 

expenses, overhead, and at the lessee'r 
option, either depreciation plw a return 
on undcpredated capital investment in 
the .processing plant or transportation 
rvrtem. or a fixed coat equal to the 
initial depreciable investment 
multiplied by a rate of return. An 
amendment ir needed to the regulations 
to establish the method to be used to 
determine the cost of capital, Le, rate 
of retura to be applied to the leasee's 
investment in a processing plant or 
transportation system. 
nmettbir 
Aetkn Omto FR Ck8 

Withbrwn - no 1lJ01fsB 
rulemalung 
action required 
at this bnm 

Small Entluor Affected: None 
Government Level8 Aff ectcd: None 
Agency Contact Dannia C. Whitcomb, 
Chief. Rules and Procedures. 
Department of the Interior. Minerals 
Management Sewice. Denver Federal 
Center. MS 882 Bldg. 6.5. Denver. CO 
&urn, 303 231432 
RIH: imo-mz 

~~ 

1199. AMENDMENT OF 
REGUlATlONS, OIL AND GAS 
TRANSPORTATION ALLOWANCES 
AND GAS PROCESSINQ 
ALLOWANCES 

A u t h m .  25 USC 398 et seq: 2.5 
USC 398a et req: 25 USC et seq: 30 
USC 161 et seq: 30 USC 351 et req: 30 
USC 1001 et req: 30 USC 17M et seq: 31 
USC 87M, 43 USC 1301 et seq: 43 USC 
1331 et teq: 43 USC 1801 et seq 
cFRcn8tloa 3OcFRm 
Legal Dudllne None 
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Abstract The MineraL Management 
SeMca W S )  publirhed final revired 
regulationr governing the valuation of 
oil and gas from Federal leases omhore 
and on the Outer Continental Shelf and 
from Indian Tribal and allotted leaacs 
in the Federal Register on january 15. 
1988 (53 FR 1164 and 53 FR 1230). A 
subrequent review of the regulation# 
disdored that the wording of the 
provisionr concerning the calculation of 
oil and gas transportation allowances 
and gas processing allowances war 
inconaistent with MMS's intent. An 
amendment is needed to the provisions 
to clanfy MMS's intent 
mew.: -~ 

D8tm FR ut. 
W ~ W I I  - 110 11/01/08 - 
a m n  rewid 
at thts lmm 

Small Enwe8 Aft octo& None 
Government Lovels Aff m e &  None 
Agency Contact: Dennis C Whitcomb. 
Chief, Rules and Procedures. 
Department of the Interior, Mmerah 
Management Service, Denver Federal 
Center, MS 882 Bldg 85, Denver, CO 
B O z  303 2315432 

RIH: 1 0 1 & M B  

1200. AMENDMENT OF OIL AND GAS 
ROYALTY VALUATION REGULATIONS 
Legal Authority 25 USC 398 et seq; 25 
USC 396a et seq; 25 USC 2lUl et seq: 30 
USC 181 et seq: 30 USC 351 et seq: 30 
USC looT et eeq: 30 USC 1701 et seq: 31 
USC 9701: 43 USC 1301 et seq: 43 USC 
1331 et eeq: 43 USC 1801 et req 
CiRCltatlOn: 30CFR208 
Legal Doadllnc None 
Ab.-* The Minerah Management 
Service (MhS) pubhhed final reviaed 
regulations governing the valuation of 
oil and gas horn F d d  leases onahom 
and on the Outer Continental Shelf, and 
horn Indian Tribal and allotted leases 
in the Federal Register on January 15. 
igee (53 FR 1184 and 53 €3 1230). A 
subsequent review of the regulations 
disclosed that the wording of sevual 
protiisions was inconsistent with 
MMS'r intent as discuased in. the 
preamble to the.6nal ruler. An 
amendment is needed to the provisionr 
to clarify MMSr intent. 

Tlrnetablu 
A c t k n  D.~O FR cttr 

F~MI -&n 11/14/00 53 FR 45160 
Final Acbon 111 14/81) 

Etfectwr 
Small Entities Aff 8ctbd: None 
Government Levels Aff acted: None 
Agency Contact: D e w  C Whitcomb, 
Chief, Rules and Procedures, 
Department of the Interior, Mineral8 
Management Service, Denver Federal 
Center, MS 662. Bldg. 85, Denver, CO 
80225, so3 2315452 
RIN: irno-mu 

1201. SUPPLEMENTAL SALES 
Legal Authorlty 43 USC 1331 et seq 
CFR Cltatiott 30 CFR 256.12 30 CFR 
25636 
Legal Deadline: None 
Absbrcl: The rules at 30 CFR Part 258 
will be revised to provide for 
supplemental sales and to establish 
limit8 on those supplemental sales. This 
rule ir intended to allow the offering of 
rejected bid blocks, drainage bloclu 
and development blocka. The 
alternative is to operate under the 
m n t  regulation and delay the leasing 
of certain blocks which may be critical 
to the development of an area or may 
be susceptible to loss of hydrocarboar. 
nmetabk: 
A c t k n  D8t. FR at. 

~ 

NPRM 03/26/07 52 FR 8672 
NPRM COmmcKlt 04/27/07 

Penod End 

R- 

Eff.ctivr 

Cornmnt period 0 8 / 0 6 m  52 FR 29222 

Find Acwl 00/09/0a 53 FR 29884 
Find ktbrr 09/08/08 

S d  E n W s  Aff octo& None 
Govomment kvdr Aff me& None 
A g . n y  Contact: M u y  McDonald, 
Rapam Analyst Department of the 
Interior, Minerals Management Service, 
Mail Stop 648.12203 Sunrise Valley 
Drive, Reston VA 22091.703 648-m 
RIN: 1 rnO-m 

~~ ~ ~ 

1202 LEASINCI OF MINERALS OTHER 
THAN OIL GAS, AND SULPHUR IN 
THE OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF 
SlgnMcmce Regulatory Program 
Logal Authority 43 USC 1334 

CFR Cltatlon: 30 CFR 281 
Legal Deadline: None 
Abstract: Proposes the desirability of 
new regulations to govern lease 
issuance on the Outer Continental Shelf 
(OCS) for minerals other than oil, gas. 
and sulphur under the authority of the 
OCS Lands Act: and requests comments 
and recommendations from interested 
parties. Alternative is to not have 
leasing requiremcnts in regulations. 
Promulgatior. of regulation for leasing of 
hard mineral resources is not expected 
to add to the cost to industry. 
Regulations will ensure d o r m  leasing 
policy for all interested parties. 
nmetabia 

~~ 

AcUon Dit. FR Cltr 

ANPRM M/19/05 50 FR 15590 
ANPRM 08/1S/05 

Comment 
Penod End 

NPRM 08/18/88 53 FR 31424 
NPRM C o m m t  10/03/08 

Rnal Acb;on 01/18/09 54 FR 2042 
FIMJ Acbon 02/17/80 

PtnOdEnd 

Effoclwr 
Small Entitles Affected: None 
Government Levels Affected None 
Agency Contatt: Gerald D. Rhodes, 
Chief. Rules. Orders. and Standard, 
Branch Department of the Interior. 
Minertrlr Management Service. Mail 
Stop 648.12203 Sunrise Valley Drive, 
Reston. VA 22091, 703 648-7816 
RIN: lacbAA82 

1203. MINING OPERATIONS FOR 
MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, 
AND SULPHUR IN THE OUTER 
CONTINENTAL SHELF 
Slgnlfieancc Regulatory Program 
Legal AuthorHy 43 USC 1334 

CFR CItatiott 30 CFR 282 
Legal Deadllnr: None 
Abstract: Proposes the desirability of 
new regulationr to govern Production 
and Development Operations on the 
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) for 
minerals other than oil, gas, and 
sulphur under the authority of the OCS 
Lands Act; and requests commentr and 
recommendations from interested 
parties. Alternative is to specify 
requirements in a lease document 
Promulgation of regulation ir not 
expected to result in costa significantly 
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more than those incurred through the 
unregulated ure of good camm&d 
Fracuces. The regulation will req* 
t b t  hard m e r a l  operation8 M 
conducted in a manner that will e n a w  
safety and protecuon of the 
envimnment 
Timetable 

ANPRM 04/09/86 51 FR 12163 
ANPAM 08/07/86 

comment 
Peood End 

NPAM 08/18/88 53 FR 31442 
NPRM bWToEnt 10/03/88 
Pen& End 

Ftd Acba, 01/18/88 54 FR 2058 
F d  A m  02/17/89 

EfleCbVe 

small Entltiea Affected: None 
Government Levels Affect& None 

1204. APPEALS PROCEDURES 
Legal Authority 43 USC 1334 
CFR CltaUon: 30 CFR 290 
Legal Deadline None 
Abltnct: Appeals are required to be 
fled wi'hin 30 day8 of the irruance of 
an order or dedrion by a Minemlr 
Mznagemcnt Service ofiiciaL The rule 
will create a "grace period" for 
detenniniqg whether notices of rppealr 
have been fried in a timely manner. 
Appeals will be considered timely if 

they am meived within 10 day8 after 
the end of the initial 30 day, and there 
is evidence of t ~ ~ ~ m i t t a l  within the 
initial 30 deyr [e.g.. a postmark). 
rimae 
A m  -to F R c m  
Witndmn NO 12/01/88 

N)emcrking 
acbon mwmd 
at thrr 

Small Entities Atf ectad: Nons 
Govemment kvalr A m  None 
Agency Contact: Jane h. Roberta, 
Paralegal Specialist, Department of the 
Intenor, hiinera18 Management Semce. 
1951 KiheI l  Drive. MS 623. Vicnna, 
VA Z!lsO,7U3 S Z g g g  

RIH: lOlO-AB20 
m u m  mar a i m 7  


