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By l e  CoaamiuiaL 
Ldr D. crL.p. 
ACtingSCIVW.  

PART-"'IPRACTEEAWD 
PFIOCIEOOI\IE 

1. The authority dtation for Part 385 fr 
r e v i d  to read u f o b  

-tioa M. u usc nm-mz (iesz): 

557 (lasl): Iadcpadmt offtar 

A-. Dcputmcat 

EO. 1- 3 CFR!WECanp p 142 
Admlni~tdm procsd\m Act, 5 U S C  551- 

Approprt.tiOnr Act. 3l U S C  Onn (lW2): 

Natural Car %!icy Ad. IS U.S.C 33014432 
(I=): PDWC Utility Uqpbtmy Polidet Act. 
16 U S C  a-XUS (lost): Sntentate 
commcres Aa 18 usc 1-21 [lrn). 

rollows: 
f W 1 3  ~ o r d r r ~ 8 1 9  

and after &e filiqp under Rule gi2 (a) 
and (b). (poporcd hdings of fact 
cmlashms of law. and commentr) the 
presiding o A a r  will issue a dedsian 
and propored order baaed on findings of 
fact affirming modifying. or vscating the 
contested order or dkectiq other 
appropriate relief. The propmi order 
will be based on the entire record before 
the pmiding officer, including the 
record of prior proamhgs certified by 
the Secretary. 
(b] Partidpanta may fite with the 

Secretary of the Commissio~ wilhin 15 
days of issuance of the propored order 
of the presiding officer. written 
comments on the presiding officer's 
decision and proposed order. 

(c] Participanta may file with the 
Secretary of the Comahion. within 
seven days of the end of comment 
period p r e d b e d  in paragraph (b) of 
thir section. reply comments limited to a 
response to any arguments and issues 
raised in the written comment. 

(d] The presiding officer will certify 
and file with the !%re- of the 
Commission a copy of the record in the 
proceedings and copier of the wrltten 
and reply comments 813 purauant to 
paragraphs (b) and IC) of thir rection. 
The presiding officer will also mbmit to 
the Conuni~don a d e e d  proporad 
order. 

(e) Unleae otherwise ordered by the 
Chief Adn~in ia~t ioa  Iaw Judge, wdttm 
comments and reply commcntr must be 
limited to 15 pages, daobleepaced. 

NUm cdbl m4FI 

Fcds?f8l Par M. 15 U S C  7Y7-7lh (1082): 

2. Section 385.Sl3 ir revised to read as 

(a) Mer the d u d o n  of tht bearing 

(PR DOC osiapj PnCdsaeQu -1 

I1.D. 81nl 

o r m m m l o - c o m m m ~  
ElghtrPlrcorrtContrdTO@tFora 
--oroug 
AQ#cr: Internal Revenue Service. 
Treasury. 
r c n o r c ~ o M t 0 f i n a l r a g a l a t i ~  

document c a t t s h  
comctiona to Treasury Dedrion 8179. 
which was published In the F o d d  

(53 FR 8W3). T3 8179 imed final 
regulatiozs and wi&&awal of 
tempwary regulations relating to 
ognnizations under common control for 
purposei of certain rules relating to 
penrion. profit-obaring, and stock bonua 
plana. 
F O R ~ ~ ~ C o l l A C R  
PsMda Pe lho .  (not a 
toll-free number). 
8 u w u U m T A n Y ~ ~  

Rgwa for Wednesday. Much 2 1- 

- 
Tie regulations that are the rubjed of 

these C O ~ C ~ ~ O I M  relate to the 
aggregation of employees of members of 
a p u p  of corporationa trader. or 
businesses that are under common 
control. 
Ned P a  ccumdau 

contains errors (in the instructional 
paragraph) on page 8805. second 
Columh 

correctians of Pubitutioa 
Accordingly. the publication of 

Treasury Decision 8179. which was the 
subject of F'R. Doc 864238. i t em 1 and 
2 of Par. 2 are corracted to read a@ 
followr: 

Par. 2 Section 152-1 L amended a8 
fallows: 

1. Paragraphs (c)(l)(i) and (c)(l)(ii) are 
amended by removing "f 1¶.4¶4[cb 
C(b)(l)" and adding lnrtead "0 1.414(c)- 
yb) w. 
2 Paragraph (d)(l)(i) is amended by 

removing 4 iiAlqct..( and addlng 
instead f 1.414 (c)+ and by removiq ", 
r w p  or in combiaation, ". 
DoarldE0Bt.mIl 
Dimdoc &#dation andffeoulolronr 
DimWoa. 
[pR Doc *lamFlld s+4& &4Srm] 
~ o o o 1 ~  

Aa publirhed. Trearury Dedrion I1179 

OCFRW3160 

~ 0 1 n d Q I . p F O d u d k r r  
& m m t b g , T ~ u o f ~  

e. Mineral8 Management Servia 
(MMS). Interior. 
rn Final d e .  

The Minerals Management 
Service (hdMS) is  iuuing this final 
rulenaking to amend ita regulations 
governing production accounting at 30 
CFR Part Zl0 to add a requirement for 
lease operaton to report onshore 
production data to MMS. This final d e  
pmvider for the transfer of 
rerporuibility for production reporting 
for wrbore Federal md Indian dad 
&u lea- from tbc Bureau of Land 
Ma~.gement to M S .  

A phased conversion rchedule will be 
followed to accomplish the transfer of 
production rqmting from BtM to MMS. 
Due to the p h a d  conversion the 
exirtiq BLM ragulationa at 43 CFR Part 
3180 will remain in effect until the 
transfer is completed. However. thir 
final rulemaking amends a CFR Part 
3180 to provide ~ M ~ I V C ~ ~ O M  to operators 
during the conversion. 
Thir final rulemaking also urnends30 

CFR Part a 0  to add a referena to an 
"Onrhore Production Reporter 
Handbook" which will be distributed to 
all operators and will provide spedfic 
guidance on how to prepam and rubmit 
the required production data to MMS. 
LCC~CTM DATE June 1,1988. 
~ R c l l T l l L R ~ n m c o ) ( I A c T .  
Dennis C Whitcomb. Chief, Rules and 
Procedures Branch. (3031 231-3432, (ITS1 
328-3432. 
-ARV*I#MYI~OUT~~ 
principal author of thin rulemaking is 
Gregory Smith of the I'roduction 
Accounting Division oi the Royalty 
Management Rolpan~ MMS. 
l&dtgamd 

At the Secretary of the Interior's 
requart a rtudy was performed within 
the Department of the Interior (DO0 to 
determine the feasibility of extending 
the reporting requirementa of the 
RodocllonAccorm dAoditing 

leame,. The Secretary b o  directed that 
the Royalty M8nagement Advisory 

System (PAAS) to o m  7 om oil and gar 

P47UO .F'MT...[ l6,30] ... 1-07-88 
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provides fa ob- information 

Form MMs318a 
  on^ trom MMS including the 

tioa 0 t h  Fam MMs31(Iowil! 

er Handbook" to be 

spccrric.od det.ilcdgpidurce for 

~ i I l M - F M ! 5 o n r b o t a  r 
~ t Z t % O T ~ t m r * f i n a l  
damking iadoda tbe addition of a 
r t f ~ t o t b e ~ A A s o r u b a c o i l 8 n d  
CrrRcpartaHadiikwinii210.!i3 

nais 
rn--m- 
Ibd. 

One annmenta requested that MMS 
allow -torr to .ko report the 
cpmntlo m e d  operator well number 
on theFonn MMS3180 in addition to 
mquhgreporting APlnellnumbu. 

h o p c n t a d n u m b e r m t b e  Form 
lws3la 

provide operators m'tb both the BUI 
dMMSkue/ . (p .ecwntnumbcn 
dmiq the conversion phase. 
presumably f a  facilitating 
communication with ea& agency. 

have ryachmruzed - tbcmleYanrdata 
bases m s  Automated hpectiaa 
Reoordr System (NW] and MMSs 
Ro<hrctioaAcarrmtingandAuditing 
system (PMS)] with the Lusc but/ 
sIprrmmtmimhen A s a n m l t  
operators will be able to d e r  to one 
unique number for any particular leaae 
0ragmementrrbmcamm~cat.iogrrith 
eitbaBIMorMMs€orprodactian- 
related inquiries. 

due date €or the Form IUhEL3IO be 
changed to tbe 151h day oftbe 8ecood 
month €ollow€ng the manth be@ 
ncported tu allow more time Fagm 
rqmtfng and to be conrirtenl with the 
duedatefatbaFamIrllrdsy# 

has cbaagad the due date for Form 
MMS3lO In the adopted rcgnlation to 
the 15th L y  of &e second mmtb 

misceUaeow annmenta relative to the 
"PAAS onrhore Oil and Cas Reporter 
H.nsbodt" 

bsaDmkrradmdh.rabean 
inawpomMintO thc handbodc. as 

M4fsRcrpon#: x e  MMswiu.Ilarr 

One cfnnmmter requested that MMS 

MMSReJpOnac. Ibe BLM and MMS 

Three commenten requested that the 

MMs-lhtMMsmand 

foUmfagtbtmOathbeiLlg~ 
' h o  commentem pravtded 

MMsRespm8eTbeannmantrhave 

Oaacwmtenteratatedthatam~panies 
reportins on the standard PAAS forma, 
IadudingFormMMs.(osc incur. 
S-t=crrpororab 

approach to a#c~mmb wiU apply to 
both the FormIUMS3lWondtbs Form 
MhGP4051.Tbe MMS rrin not I#ee 

reporting aucummls  €or any onshore 
operatora until all onshore operators 
have been converted and are reporting 
production data €orall leases/ 
.graamentr to MMS 

T h e  annmenters rtated that the 
current regulations provide €or a 1-year 
notification d any change to pFoduction 
rrportinerf~mtrThe8e 
w-ia fmlha stated h t  only a 2- 
w e e k  pcriod was allowed to comment 
oathepmporedralc 

MMS on PAASreprtiq and 
rccwdlreeping requirements wan 
published in the Federal Regista on 
March 7.1W (51 FR am) and codified 
in tbe M e  of Federal Regulations at 30 
CFR put 2-16. Section a820 provides €or 
a I-yw advance! notice prior to the 
appliutiaa of the existiq PAAS 
nqmrtiq r+qoirements to operators not 
already nportins to the PAAS on April 
7, lseb The e x i s t i q  PAAS reporting 
mqdmneutr. at that tima included the 
standard PAAS €oms as orighdly 
desiiOnnsMMSlDSO~hropgh 
1081. The Form MMS3180 waa not a 
PMsnportiagrcqoinment on April 7. 
19e6. Becap# operatar are Gprrently 
nquind to report production data to 
BulL tbe acrr MMsnqniremaIb do not 
~ ~ ~ o d d i r i o o l r l  
~ t r T k p p p o e d l o k  
prwidd for a 3fhiay public comment 
perid  

Five cammcnters stated that tbe 
~ r c p a t i n g c b . n s a ~ d i n f l i c t  
papemorkhardrhiprandauodated 
increased a#tr on industry. One of 
tbew commentem explained that the 
increased burden d d  be c a d  by 

identificatian numbers, and data 
elemenbnportdhraofthese 
armmartar tbou&t that the p-t 
.J.tcmb@drbatarmn~- 
rcrpatad iaforautim t rrrffidmt f a  
Mus 

Gu RoJ.lty M.lusmmt Act of 1m 
( F o c R M A I n q p f n r t h a t ~  
Department of the Interior develop a 
compnhauive productjoo acamnting 
andauditiugsptaa'Ibeprimaty 
nuarfadsvtlopEpI(IaayBtemt0 
aotorartethe~tingprodnctionrcports 
r a t h a r t h a n N ! q & i n g ~ o n  
8t8adudPMsfamsrru tominimiu 
repath#brrdanrto~.Tbir  
decision war b a d m a d y o n  a 
recommendation of an RMAC panel 
WhicbiDdodedtaUrindprtry 

h4MSRapo~Fd rulemaking by 

changes in reporting metbod. O f f i c e  

MMSRrrpon#.TbeFederalOiland 

r&-a-zz 
deliberationrChaqptocmrant 
rspartrseindrdaodytboraitmu 
(llaady idantllyisg mmnbar) needed to 
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MMS. In phase 3. production reports 
related to production on lecuerl 
ngmmentr under the jurisdiction of the 
BLMTulrr DhMcl Office will be due for 
-1pt by MMS. In &sa 4. production 

of tbeNmMadC0 BtM Shte Office 
will be due for receipt by MMS 

The effective dnte ofthis find d e  is 
June 1.1988. conrcquCatly. dl operators 
of l a a m  under the jurisdiction of the 
Rawllnr, wyomin& BLM DirMct omce 
(Phase ir of the conuenlou schedule). 
should begin raporting onshore 
production dntn to MMS on the new 
Ponn MMs-31 80 for the April 1968 
report month. due to MMS by June 15. 

The MMS nill publish a notice in 
the FedamI Rqistac on the rrcelpt due 
date for the other phnses of the 
conversion schedule at teart m days 
prior IO the date rqnired. Each operator 
win begiven mitten notice to begin 
reporting to MMS on the Farm MMS- 
3180 at leart 80 daya before the 
beghdng of the production month fm 
which they are being converted. 
Tbe conversion schedule mny be 

delayed if BLM or MMS experiences 
rignificant difficulty in prepamtory wo* 
related to this tranrfer of 
rerpomibilitiea IiILewire. the 
conversion schedule may be delayed if 
the error rate for reports in any phase 
ramrlnr at a high 1-1 for 3 mo~~tha 
after convcnion. 

Operaton submitting Comctedl 
amended reports for repow pari& 
prior to the effective date of this d e  
r b d d  mbdt them to the appropriate 
B L M O f R a . T h o K  reports m y  be 
mknnittdondtbertbePomMMS3llr) 
orPonnBLM3l(l[M However. nll 
anmtedlnmeoded reports for prior 
period8 mart show the m e  wen 
numbersasrhown on the or ig id  
nrbmirdm 
V.ROCUh8lM.tWSS 

Execulive onder andRegulOlorg 

rrportr related to production on d other 
k U e s / ~ t s * t b e ~ ~ o U  

RkdM&ACt 
TaapuhrrsntdtbeIntatahr 

~ f o r ~ u n d e r B a l p o l d c a r c i e c r  
thttbfsdocmmntrrinnot~. 
dgnif3canttharrrOmicect m a  
mktmti.l nulaber d m  entities 
* ~ R C g l r t a Y = J d b r n ~ ( 5  
U s . C a l  et&F+).'IhL Brulrvlbubg 
crt.bHrbsrinMMSreg&tianra 
mraqrriramaDttbrt-tb 
Qdrtr in B u I ~ t i o l u .  witha few 

nairamsdr 

- t h t t h b w b l l O t 8  

8d&wb0tbawCdkdb 

Adminiatmtive h e e d u r n  Act 

Conzpeu has ncognited the need for 
MMS to improve itr production 
accounting ryrtem. The h4hG needa to 
begto implementation of the anvmion 

npattasnquinmcntrarewt. 
~ C a n t ~ M M S h a r d e t e r m i n e d  
that in acawdanca with 5 U S C  S53(dE 
thereirgood -we to make thir d e  
effective June 1. lSga 

Popemrk Reduclion Act of 18610 
The information collectSon 

requIrarnentr contained in 4 naSO have 
been approved by tba Office of 
Management and Budget (OW) under 
c( USC 3501 et req. and auigned 
deamoce number im(Mo(a 
National Envimnmental policy A d  of 
1m 

Tbe Dcpsrtment of the Intm'or has 
determined that thia action does not 
constitute a major Federal action 
significantly affecting tbe quality of the 
hmnaa m-l Therefom M 
environmwtal impact rtatemmt ir not 
rtqoiml under the National 
Envitonmmtal policy Act of lsee (42 
USC W2MC)). 
l i d o f s a b ~  
mmmrt210 

Coal. Continental shelf, Geothermal 
energy, Govenunent contrack Indian 
lands. Mineral royalties, Natural gar. 
Petroleum, Public lands-mineral 
resourcer. Reporting and recordkeeping 
requiremenb. 
3DcERporl216 

U M poUiblC. lad thc IHW 

Coal Continental shelf, Geothermal 
megg. Gooanmmt contrack Indian 
land* M i n d  roydtieu Natural gar. 
~ t i e a h t T o l ~ F u b l i c ~  
mineralrc-Raportingrad 
=-d!=Piwnquiremarb. 
4 3 ~ A D r l 3 1 W  

c a v a r n m c n l a a a t n d r , ~  
Miosrolmyaltkammdga8 
explomtlar.W~poMlClAnd8- 
mineNllwa=ce%Rapatiaeald 
--b. 

~ ~ Z L l O s a  

A5pUlY-t-.Mtandond -- 
Portherauonrsetoutinthe 

43cPRPUt314[)uh Umuledu 8tl 
focthbehc 

preamble, 3 0 C F R R r t r Z l O d  2l6and 
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a case-by-case basis upon wrltten 
request to the Chief, Production 
Accounting Divldon, Royalty 
Management Ro am, MMS. 

(c) Specific anthetailed guidance on 
how to prepare and submit the required 
production data on the Form MMs31Bo 
are contained In the MMS PAAS 
Onshon, Oil and Cas Reporter 
Handbook. See 0 218.15 of thin part. 

(d)(l) Opemton already reporting 
onshore leare production data to MMS 
in accordance with 210.64 of this part 
on the effective date of this rule may 
request to change to the provislons of 
thls section. Any request to change to 
the re ulrements of thin rectlon muel be 

and have MM8 approval, 

leares in accordance with 0 216.64 of 
this part may request to report for i ts  
onshore leases in accordance with the 
requirements of that section. Any such 
request must be made by advance 
written notice to MMS and have MMS 
approval. 

(e)(l) Except where disclosure is 
required by law, Information rubmitted 
on Form hfh4S-3180 that MMS classifies 
as confidential will be protected as scch 
by both MMS and BLM for the period of 
1 year. Operators must petition MMS for 
each lease or agreement to obtain a 
confidential classification and to extend 
the classification period beyond 1 year. 
(2) Except as provided by statute, 

information submitted on Form M M S  
3180 In regard to Federal leares and 
lndian leases which are part of a unit 
containing nonhdian leases is not 
considered to be confidential. 

(3) Except where disclosure is 
required by law, all information 
submitted on Form MMs3180 in regard 
to Indian leases. other than those 
included In paragraph [e)@) of this 
section, will be considered to be 
confidential. 

(4) Except as provided in this 
subsection, all other information will be 
released. 
TITLE 134vBuc LAID& INTERIOR 
CHAPTER N-SUREAU OF UNO 
MANAOEMEW, DLPAATYENT OF THE 
INTERIOR 

PART B160--ONSHORE OIL AND OM) 
OPERATK)m)--aENERAL 

1. The authority citation for Part 3180 
continues to read as follows: 

Authaity: n e  Mined lrndr baring Act 
of 1920, as amended and supplemented (m 
U.S.C. 1Cn et req.), the Mineral Learing Act 
for Acqufrad Land* ar mended (30 U.S.C. 
351-359). the Act of May M. 1930 (30 U.S.C. 
301-308). the Act of March 3,lsoB. as 

made 1 y advance wrltlen nolloe to MMS 

pro d uction data to M M S  P or offshore 
(2 An operator who re ortr 

amended (25 U.S.C. 3901, the Act of May 11, 
1938,ar amended (26 U.S.C. 39&9,?96q), the 
Act of February 28, lm, ar amended (26 
U.S.C. 397), the Act of May 29,1924 (26 U.S.C. 
398), the Act Of  March 3.1927 (26 U.S.C. 398a- 
m). the Act of June 30.1mQ.ar amended 
(25 U.S.C. 399), R.S. I441 (43 U.S.C. l4t7), 
alro Attorney Ceneral'r Opinion of April 2, 
1941 (40 Op. Atty. Gen. 41), the Federal 
Property and Adminirtratfve Servicer Act of 
1949, ar amrtnded (40 U.S.C. 471 et req.), the 
National Environmental Policy Act of lQW,aa 
amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et res.], the Act of 
Decsmbar 12,leeO (42 U.S.C. bwB), the 
CombIned Hydrocarbon Learing Act of 1881 
[Pub. L 97-78); the Federal Oil and Caa 
Royalty Management Act of 1982 (30 U.S.C. 
1701 et mqJ; and the Indlan Mlneral 
Davelopmenl A d  of ¶W (28 U.S.C. 2102). 

Requlremenls for Lessees and 
Operators, is amended by adding two 
sentences at the beginning of the 
introductory text to read as follows: 
0 s1w.w mttwy nport or 0p.n- 
[Form 3160-0L 

data to BLM in accordance with the 
requiremento of this section until 
required to begin reporting to MMS 
pursuant to 30 CFR n6.50. When 
reporting production data to BLM in 
accordance with the requirements of 
this section, the operator shall either use 
Form BLM 31806 or Form M M S  
3180. . 
[FR Doc. BB-imu Filed S4M& &45 am) 

2. Seallon 3182.4-3 of Subpart 3162- 

The operator rhall report production 

. . . . e  

~ c o # Q l o y k y  

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Patent and Trademark ottico 

37 CFR Parts 1 and 2 
[Docket No. 8O4W4OW 

Communhtronr with the Wlco of the 
Sdlcnor 
~0tlJCr: Patent and Trademark Office, 
Commerce. 
A m  Final rule: technical 
amendnien ts. 

WyyAII* On March 24,1987, final d e s  
regarding the address of certain 
communicationr to the Patent and 
Trademark Office were issued. (62 FR 
9394, Match 24,1987.) Also, on March 7, 
1983 and August 11,19t36, final rules 
regarding the court review of decisions 
by the Patent and Trademark Office 
Board of Patent Appeals and 
Interferences and the Trademark Trial 
and Appeal Board, respectively, were 
ismed. (59 FR 9383, March 7,1985 and 51 
FR 28710, AWat  11,1067,) 

This notice makes technical 
corrections to 0 0  1.1, 1.302, and 2.145(b) 
by specifying the address to which 
correspondence should be sent to the 
Office of the Solicitor. The change 
reflects existing practice consistent with 
rules of court governing service of court 
papers on the Solicitor. The change also 
will expedite the processing of other 
non-court communications with the 
Office of the Solicitor. 
IWECTWR DATE lune 8,1888. 
ron FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
John H. Raubitschek by telephone at 
(703) 557-4035 or by mail marked lo  his 
eltention and addrerred to Box 8, 
Commirsloner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Washington, DC 20231. 
aUPPLRMtNTAnV INFORMATION: The 
Patent and Trademark Office (FTO) 
finds for good cause that because the 
technical changes made by this rule will 
have no substantive effect, it is 
unnecessary to reek prior public 
comment of this rule under 5 U.S.C. 553. 
Because a notice of proposed 
rulemaking and an opportunity for 
public comment is not required for this 
technical amendment, this rule is also 
exempt from the provisions of the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act requiring a 
regulatory flexibility analysis. The PTO 
has determined that this rule is not a 
major rule within the meaning of section 
1(b) of Executive Order 12291. The €TO 
has also determined that this rule has no 
federalism implications affecting the 
relationship between the national 
government and the States $8 outlined 
in Executive Order 12012. This rule does 
not contain a collection of infomation 
for purposes of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act. 
List of Subjectr in 37 CFR Parts 1 and 2 

Administrative practice and 
procedure, Courts. Inventions and 
patents. Trademarks. 

For the reasons set forth above, 37 
CFR Parts 1 and 2 are amended as 
follows: 

PART +-RULES OF PRACTICE IN 
PATENT CASES 

Part 1 continues to read as follows: 

noted. 
41.1 1-1 

I. The authority citation for 37 CFR 

Autbaity: Xi U.S.C. 6, unlers otherwire 

2. Section 1.1 is amended by adding 
new ParasraPh w* 
. . . e .  

(g) All communicatiom relating to 
pending litigation whicb are required by 
the Federal Rules of Civil or Appellate 
Pracedw, or by a rule or order of a 

w2 1999 0032(02XObMAY-aa-IQ~l:lJ) 


