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VI. FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Finding of No Significant Impact

Having reviewed the attached environmental assessment and the
available information relative to the proposed action in
Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island, I have determined that there will
be no significant environmental impacts from the proposed '
actions. Accordingly, preparation of an environmental impact
statement on these issues is not required by Section 102 (2) (c)
of the National Environmental Policy Act or its implementing
regulations.

/ /47 Zﬁi——
/ Date /‘///é}’/y/;

Rolland A. Sc 1tten

Agssistant Adfiinistrator for Flsherles

National Mérine Flsherles Service

National Oceanic and Atmospherlc Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
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VII. LIST OF PREPARERS

John Catena
Restoration Center
National Marine Fisheries Service
One Blackburn Drive
" Gloucester, MA 01930
(508) 281-9251

Elizabeth Shea, Gregory Miller
Restoration Center
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 713-0174

We would also like to acknowledge the contributions and assistance provided by Mark Fonseca
and Gordon Thayer, National Marine Fisheries Service, Beaufort, NC, James Thomas,
National Marine Fisheries Service, Silver Spring, MD, Stanley Cobb and Kathy Castro,
University of Rhode Island, Rick Wahle, Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences, Larry
Oliver and Bill Hubbard U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and Charles Roman, National
Biological Service.
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TO ALL INTERESTED GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND PUBLIC GROUPS:

Under the National Environmental Policy Act, an environmental
review has been performed on the following action:

TITLE: M/V World Prodigy Oil Spill Restoration Plan and
Environmental Assessment

LOCATION: Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island

SUMMARY : In June 1989, the Greek tanker World Prodigy ran
aground in Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island, releasing
approximately 290,000 gallons of number 2 fuel oil. Numerous
species of marine organisms were adversely affected by the spill.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
assesses and claims damages (compensation) from responsible
parties for injuries to natural resources from discharges of oil,
and is required to use such funds to restore the injured
resources. In 1991, NOAA received $567,299 as a result of a
legal settlement between the Federal Government and the responsi-
ble party. NOAA will usc these funds to restore the natural
resources injured by the spill.

The Clean Water Act, as amended by the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Cleanup, and Liability Act, requires
Federal and state natural resource trustees to restore,
rehabilitate, replace, or acquire the equivalent of the natural
resources injured by an oil spill. To fulfill NOAA’s
responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act as
well as under these statutes, NOAA has developed the M/V World
Prodigy Oil Spill Restoration Plan and Environmental Assessment
(EA/RP). The EA/RP describes the proposed use of the settlement
funds received by NOAA. It presents a summary of the incident
and injuries caused by the spill, identifies categories of
restoration that were considered (resource and habitat enhance-
ment, acquisition of equivalent resources, and no action),
identifies criteria for project selection, and discusses proposed
alternatives.

NOAA’s goal is to restore the resources injured by the World
Prodigy oil spill and to compensate the public for the lost use
of those resources by enhancing habitat value for living marine
resources, with specific emphasis on lobsters, quahogs (hard
clams), and estuarine finfish. 1o meet this goal, NOAA proposes
several actions: (1) enhance lobster habitat by establlshlng




several lobster reefs; (2) transplant quahogs and establish
quahog "spawner sanctuaries," to help restock formerly productive
areas of the bay, and to make more of the resource available to
shellfishermen; (3) establish eelgrass beds in multiple sites
throughout Narragansett Bay to enhance fisheries habitat; and

(4) restore a saltmarsh system on Sachuest Point in Middletown,
Rhode Island, to enhance habitat for estuarine-dependent fish and
shellfish. '

The public was informed of the availability of the RP/EA for
comment through publication in the Providence Journal on

January 22, 1996. Environmental and commercial groups in the
Narragansett Bay area, and state and local governments were
contacted as well. The RP/EA was made available for public
comment from January 22 to March 1, 1996. Several comments were
received; however, none suggested there would be significant
impacts on the environment if this restoration plan were

undertaken.

RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL:
Rolland A. Schmitten
Agcigstant Administrator for Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

301/713-2239

The environmental review process has led us to conclude that the
proposed restoration actions will not have a significant effect
on the human environment. Therefore, an environmental impact
statement will not be prepared. A copy of the Finding of No
Significant Impact, including the environmental assessment and
Restoration Plan are encloscd for your information.

Sincerely,

Donna S. Wieting
Director, NOAA Ecology
and Conservation Office

Enclosure



