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As always, the Eisenhower Foundation, itz Board of Directors, President, and Executive Director
deserve my deepest appreciation. It is only through their continued support for this project and their
substantial commitment of resources, that this project goes forward each year. Too, [ wish to thank
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Eiscnhower that 1 have come 1o know was a remarkable human being, worthy of our highest praise,
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Not only does it contain an exhaustive archive of Dwight D. Eisenhower’s wartime records, but it also
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assistance and professional guidance, there would be neither an Eisenhower series nor any other
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World War II retains the power o intrigue us sdll. And, in the inspiring story of Dwight D,
Eisenhower's ascent to the highest realms of leadership, we recognize a unique American epic.
Eisenhower was a genuine American hero not only because he was an exemplary war leader—which
undoubtedly he was—but also because in him we recognize all that is noble in a citizen of a great
democracy. For Fisenhower, World War IT was not simply a war but a holy crusade “in the high cause
of human freedom.” It was the cause to which he devoted himself passionately and completely, 1
cannot help but wonder at all the times he must have struggled with self-doubt and despair; atall the
times he must have yearned 1o escape the constant pressures that bore down on him; at all the times
he must have wondered how he would hold all the disparate parts together. And, | marvel thar,
despite it all, Eisenhower prevailed. The war was a mission that consumed him: one that he never
failed to believe that the mighuy forces for good would win.

kim E. Barhieri
Education Specialist
The Eisenhower Foundation

Title: “In the High Cause of Human Freedom™ comes from o September 6, 19453, speech by General Duvight 1D,

Fesenhorer

Cowver: The cover photograph was faken in Novth Africa after General Eisenhomwver earned his fourth star on
Fefruary 11, 1943,
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eacher’s Guide

INTRODUCTION:

For those who lived throwugh i, World War 11 was an extraordinary chapier of hisiory, b for no one
more than for Dwight D. Eisenhower. In 1935, Eisenhower was a respected, yet anonymous, major in the
United States Army. Within a decade, he would be a live-star general, admired world ligure, and much
loved hero—ihe most celebrated man of the age. A look back at Eisenhower on the eve of World War 11
reveals a striking portrait of a man poised 1o assume the reins of leadership, Had there been no war, hiswory
would have litde mention of a very capable and good man named Dwight D. Eisenhower,  Bur the war did
come, and Eisenhower’s shooting star was no fluke of history. For nearly three decades, Eisenhower had
pushed, challenged, and diseiplined himsell with intensity fueled by great ambition, And, when apportunity
appearcd—he was ready. Eisenhower’s considerable abilities, coupled with his innate decency, his rigorous
sense of honor, and his selfless devation o his conntry made him ideally suived to lead the twentieth
century's great crusade against pranny and evil. In darkest days of World War II—when there was linle
glory, when the workload was punishing, when fatigue, worry, and illness threatened his very well being—he
bore il and, even more, he ranscended it. No one could have done it better.

“In the High Cause of Human Freedom: 14935—1945" recounts the Eisenhower years from the
Philippines through World War 11 Ironically, it is his tenure in the Philippines, a duty he comes to strongly
dislike, which prompts George G. Marshall 1o summon him to the War Depariment on December 12, 1941.
When L Col. Eisenhower had returned to the United States from the Philippines in early 1940, his firse
assigmment placed him in command of troops for most of that vear. Following a transfer to Fort Sam
Houston in mid-1941, he played a pivotal role in the Louisiana Maneuvers which thrust him into the
national hmelight. During Eisenhower’s exhausting six months at the War Department in 1942, George (.
Marshall came to appreciate his abilities and vust his judgment. As the commander of the invasion of
North Africa, Eisenhower demonstrated that he could hold wgether the fragile Anglo-American alliance
and learn [rom his mistakes. Yet, no one was more surprised than Eisenhower himself was when President
Roosevelt named him Supreme Allied Commander for Operation Overlord, the invasion of Europe. By the
time that Germany linally surrendered in May 1945, Eisenhower had become the very personilication of the
righteous crusade that had prevailed over the dark lorces of evil.

THE DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER SERIES:

Funding for this project was provided by the Dane Hansen Foundation and the State of Kansas. The
materials included are intended only as a starting point to learn more about the fascinating life and times of
our 54% President, Dwight D. Eisenhower. “Dreams of a Barefoot Boy:  1890—19117 was the first in the
series and focused on the bovhood years in Abilene, Kansas.  “Duty, Honor, Country: 191 1—1935" was the
second and spans Eisenhower's life from West Point through his vears in the War Department in the early
1930%. The Eisenhower Foundation is very interested 1o know about yvour teaching experiences using these
materials. Contact information is in the Besources scction of these materials.

TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES:

The vse of primary sources as an extraordinary method for leaming history is gaining converts with cach
year, For students, the inclusion of primary source materials in the curticulum is often their first
opportunity 1o discover that history really s a fascinating subject! Experns insist that the introduction of
primary source materials into the curriculum should begin early, in the elementary grades. Letters,
diaries, photographs, oral histories, and artifacts are powerful catalysts for igniting student curiosity about

E&nlﬁﬂuumﬁmﬁm 1 The Eisenhower Foundation & 2(0]



the past. At each step along the way, they can’t help but begin o formulate the questions that propel them
to search tor answers which, in marn, lead 10 even more questions. Students themselves begin to picee
together the puzzle of history, By actually “doing history,” they are drawn naturally into the process of
inquiry, searching, observation, analysis, and interpretation. Primary sources have the power to transport us
back in time, 1o make the people and events live again.

TEACHER PREPARATION:

1. Read as much as you can about the life of Dwight . Eisenhower during this period and the many
aspects of World War I1.

2. Ask your school librarian and local historical society w0 help you put together a collection of
resources for a “Learning Center” for this unit. Include historical fiction, nonfiction,
reference materials, videos, slides, a vertical file, computer programs, posters, maps, documenis,
and artifacts,

3. Take the time o become familiar with the materials and try out the activities yourself before
using the material with students. Consider introducing *In the High Cause of Human
Freedom”™ by sharing your own experiences and discoveries with the materials.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
1. Identify and explain the influences on Dwight D. Eisenhower during this time.
2, Describe the most important challenges and opportunities Eisenhower faced from 1935—1945.
3. Compare your life today with the lives of those who lived through World War I1.
4. Relate that "what is history” is an ongoing, ever-changing process,
5, Appreciate the significance of primary sources in the study of history.
b. Demonstrate analytic and interpretative skills by using primary source materials to more fully

understand a particular period of history.

NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR HISTORY:

“In the High Cause of Human Freedom: 1935—19%45" addresses many of the National Standards for
History and is linked 1o them. A copy may be obtained online at www.dwightdeisenhower.com or by calling
or writing the Education Specialist for the Elsenhower Foundation. Kansas weachers may obtain a copy of
the unit’s links 1o The Kansas Curricular Standards for History through the same process.

THE EISENHOWER FOUNDATION:

The Eisenhower Foundation is a 501 {c)3 public foundation established in 1946 1o accept the
Eisenhower family home on the death of Mrs. lda Eisenhower. The Eisenhower Center, the family home
and first museum, was founded in 1952 by the Foundation prior to the establishment of the presidential
library system in 1954, The mission of the Eisenhower Foundation is 1o honor Dwight D, Eisenhower,
perpetuate his important legacy, encourage and support educational activities relating to citizenship, and
support the non-federally funded operation of the Eisenhower Center.

THE EISENHOWER CENTER:

The Dwight I). Eisenhower Library, Museum, Home, Place of Meditation, and Visitors Center make up
the Eisenhower Center. The mission of the Eisenhower Center is to acquire, preserve, and disseminate the
records and material culre relating to the history of Dwight D. Eisenhower and his times through
rescarch, exhibits, public programs, publications, and outreach.

";’* Tﬂ%&“ﬁ%@fmﬂﬂm 2 The Eisznhower Foundation & 200



DWIGHT O BISENHOWER

1935-1945
A CHRONOLOGY:
Eisenhowers Military Carcer
DATE PLACE POSITION RANK

September 1955—
January 19440

The Philippines

Senior Assistant to General
Douglas MacArthur,
Military Advisor to the
Fhilippine Commaonwealth

Lisutenant Colonel
Juby 1, 1986

January 6, 1940—
February 2, 1940

Presidio of San Francisco, CA

temporary duty
Headquarters, %" Corps Area

February 2, 1940—
Movember 30, 1940

Fort Lewis, WA

Executive Officer of the 15"
Infantry Begiment of the
3 Division and Commander of
the 1* Bartalion of the 15* Regiment

Movember 30, 1940—
March 19, 194]

Fort Lewis, WA

Chiel of Stall
General C. E Thompson,
Commander, 39 Infantry DNivision

March 1'4]—
June 23, 1941

Forr Lewis, WA

Chiel of Stall 1o
General Kenyen Jovee,
Commander 9 Army Corps

Calonel
March 11, 1941

Juiwe 24, 194]—
December 14, 1941

Fort Sam Howston, TX

Chiel of Staff w
CGeneral Walter Ereuger,
Commander 3 Army

Brigadier General
Sepiember 29, 1941

December 18, 1941 —
February 16, 1942

ashingion, ILE,

Oiifce of Chiel of S1adl,
Army General Stafl

February 16, 1942—
March 1942

Washington, DLC.

Deputy Chicl of Stall in charge
of Pacific Defenses,
Operations Division

Major General
March 27, 1942

April 1942—
June 1942

Washington, NLC.

Assistant Chief of Staff—
Operations Division

June 1942—
Movember 1942

London
and
Cabraltar

Commanding General,
European Theater

Licutenant Genersl

July 7, 1942

o reenChesor P Fresrvon

5 The Eisenhower Foundation & 2001




PLACE POSITION RANK

DATE
MNovember 8, 1942— Algers, Algena Commanderin-Chiel, Ceneral
Decomber 1945 Allied Forces, Worth Africa February 11, 1943
December 1943— SHAEF command centers, Supreme Commander, General of the Army
June 1945 Europe Allied Expeditionary Forces December 20, 1944
Commanding General,

June 1945— Frankfurt, Germany

Movember 19, 1945 LS. Forces European Theater

and Military Governor,
LS. Occupied Lone, Germany

The Eisenhower Foundation © 2001
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DWIGHT D EISENHOWER Name
1935-1945 Date

EVALUATE A PRIMARY SOURCE

1. Which selection from “In the High Cause of Human Freedom™ did you just read?

2. What are two things you learned about life in the United States during this period of history?

3. What are two things vou leamed about Dwight D. Eisenhower during this period of his lifer

4. Look at the document you've been given. What type ol primary source is il?

_ wllicial record . photograph,/film o carioon
_ lewer ___ map __ poster
diary/joumal artwork — sound recording
 reminiscence _ aelvertizement _ artifact
oral history . Newspaper — book

5. Carefully examine the document and describe what you see (dates, stamps, names, notations, numbers,
symbaols, cre.).

6. Whocreated this documenty
7. Wiy do vou think this decument was created?

8. For whem was this document intended?
8. List three things you leamed about Prwight 13, Eisenhower and ihis period of history by studying this document,
.

b.

€.

10, Write three new questions that you now have about Dwight D, Eisenhower and this period of U5, history,
.

b.

€.

* This workslseet was mexlificd from the origing] developed by the Education Soaff, Nadonal Arehives and Records Adminiaration,
Washingion, [H BHOE,

The Eisenhower Foundation & 2001
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DWIGHT D. EISEMHOWER
1935=1945

escarching web sites is a [un and interestng

way 1o learn more about World War 11 or any
subject. And, the Internet ean be a good
supplement to traditional sources with a few words
of caution. All information should be questioned
for authenticity, accuracy, and appropriateness, but
for Internet sources, this is especially crucial. When
traditional sources of information such as books
and articles are published, they must first pass
through a series of filiers such as collegial review,
publishers, and hibrarians. However, anyone can
create a web site and publish anythingon it. With
this in mind, explore web sites as a critcal
consumer of information, armed with a skeptical
eve and a questioning mined.

Before investigating the content of a web sie,
take time 1w answer questions like these, Who
ereated the site? What qualifications, eredentials, or
professional affiliations does the author or sponsor
present? Is there evidence on the web site that
respected professionals or organizations support it?

EVALUATE WEB SITES

What is the stated purpose or mission of the site
or the organization that it represents? Is a date of
publication included? When was the web siwe
updated last? Is there contact information on the
site? Iz there a privacy policy? Are there any
copyright restrictions or use limitations stated on
the site? Finally, remember that it is essential to
corroborate the content of the web site with
information that you have found from other
reliable sources,

O a practical note, some web sites have large
graphics files that may take a while 1o Joad. Thisis a
good tme w consider the quality and reliability of
the site with the alorementioned questions. Also,
many web sites offer a section of Frequently Asked
Ouestions (FAQ's). Iuis a good idea to read
through them before you explore the site further
Lastly, never give out information about yoursell
online. If you have a question to post to the web
site, ask your teacher 1o do it for you.

Answer the following gquestions as you explore a World War T web siwe.

1. What are the URL and the tde of the wels site?

2, Who or what organiztion sponsors this web site?

4. What is the purpose of the web sier

4. What topic{s) on World War 11 does the web site include?

B, Are primary sources® available on the web site? 1 so, list which types.

6. What other kinds of information may be found on this web site? (chronologies, timelines, charts, graphs,

eie)

#aral histories, letters, diaries, official documenis, photographs, period newspapers, penod magazines,

pf:rind artwork or illustrations, etc,

R e Fgn s on Piscas Frzroea
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WORLD WAR 11 WEB SITES

1. wwwwomenofcourage, com

2, hup:/ /search.galleryvahoo.com/search/
corbiss p=world+war+ii

3. wwwusd230 k12 ks, us/PICTT/

4. www.private-art.com,

b, www.clubmaobile.org/

B, www.iwm.org.uk//online /ardizrone
ardizz.hum

7. www.tankbooks.com,/

B, wwwimemonriesofwar.com,/

&, www.culturalbridge.com,/ phwwil.hun
10. www.macksites.com,/PART1.htm

11, wavwaliranet.com /~kmoulton  /home. him
12, www.execpe.com/~dschaaf /mainmenu. himl
13, www.evbercreek.com/cybercity, WWIIps /

14, www.jacksonville.net/~rgrokew,/POW/
index.htm

15, www.pearlharborchild.com/
16, www. Eldred WWIIMuseum. ong/ essay. html

17. hup:/ /home.earthlink.net/~nbrass1 /
enigma.him

13, www.bbc.co.uk //history/war fwwiwo,/

19, www.ausasracl.org/jsource,/ Holocaust,/
us_pol.html

PP e oo Plenr Fieeoon

Women of Courage: The Story of the Women
Pilots of World War I1

Yahoo! Picture Gallery of World War 11

World War 11 Remembered

Private Art: A Collection of WW II Letters To
and From The Home Fromt

Celebrating the Heroic Women of
Waorld War IT's Clubmobile Service

Edward Ardizzone: Diary of a War Artist

TANEKEROORS. com
Memonres of War

Americanitos: Life During the Japanese
Occupation of the Philippines

Civvy Street in World War I1: Tom Fletcher’s true

story of civilian life in wartime

Irving C. Moulton, Jr.'s Experiences in WW 11
Pearl Harbor: Remembered

The World War Il Preservation Society

Twelve Hundred Days: Bataan Death March

Pearl Harbor Child Website
Eldred WW II Muscum Essay Contest

Codebreaking and Secret Weapons in World War 11

BBC Online: World War 1

Jewish Virtual Library: US. Policy During WW 11

The Eisenhower Foundation & 2001



WORLLD WAR Il WEB 5ITES, conl.

20, www.geocilies.com,/Pentagon /Quarters,/ 1350/

21, www.angellpro.com.au women. hom

22 hitp:/ /feit.coedu.usledu,/Holocaust,/

25, www st brown,edu/ projects,/WWIIL
Women,/tocCS.himl

24, hup:/ fmapwwZ.narod.m/

25, www is-israel.org Sjsource  Holocaust /
rescuetoc,homl

26, www. historyplace.com/ worldwar2 /holocausy/
timeline. huml

27, www. holocaust-historvorg/

28, hotpe/ Sfas-historyrtgers.edu foralhistory/
arlhom. him

20, www, openstore. com,/ posters,”

30, hup/ Sleweblocgov/ exhibits Swel/
w001 himl

3. www. grazian-archive.com Sletd2fcb.him

32, www.nara.gov/exhall/ powers/ powers.himl
33, hup:/ /library.thinkquest.ong,/ 12663,/

34 www.naragov/exhall S people,/

35, hup:/ SMfarraput.virtualave.net/

36, www. zhukov.org/Barbarossa him

37, hupe /S prattedu /~rsilva findex.hun

38, www.nar.gov,/ nara,/searchnail. html

39, www.whistlestop.org

:?'l Trwﬁ.ﬂ&&hiﬁﬁlwmlﬂﬂ

The Tuskegee Airmen: A Thbute 1o my Father

Brave Women: The Women's History of the South
Pacilic

A Teacher’s Guide 1o the Holocanst

What Did You do In The War Grandma?

Military Maps of WW II

Jewish Virmial Library: Rescuers

The History Place: Holocaust Timeline

The Holocaust History Project

The Rutgers Oral Histary Archives of Waorld War 11

Inclex of WW 11 Posters

Women Come to the Front: Journalists,

Photographers, and Broadcasters Duning World War 11

War Correspondence of Jill Oppenheim de Grazia
aned Alfred de Grama

Powers of Persuasion: Poster Ant From World War 11
The Holocaust a Tragic Legacy

A People At War

The German Prisoners of World War 2

Operation Barbarossa

Soviet Women Pilows

MARA Archival Informaton Locator (click
“Standard Search™)

Froject Whistlestop  (Search: World War IT)

The Eiscnhower Foundation £ 2001



! earning Activities

View and analyze political caroons from
World War IT on web sites, beginning with

£l

which includes teacher resources.
Other sites are:
. Bl a2 1t PICTT
Cnignis, bl
poe sk b |3 na e fefe
harp: : ' fpe

Each military operation of World War 1T was
given a code name. “Operation Overlord,” D-
Dray, is the best known. Consult World War [1
relerence books and the Internet to compile a
lisl of lesser known code names.,

Caleulate the costs of some World War 11 era
items in loday's dollars using the Consumer
Price Index Conversion Factors found at these
two web sites:

s o el e pt S pol_scifac sabesahchum

W QLOTES rescanoes S inflacrasg

lnvestigate wartime issues of popular magazines
like: Life, Tome, ane Ladies Home Journal to
explore American culture at that time.

Cme of the most wagic stories of World War 11 is
the Siege of Leningrad which lasted 900 days.
Find out more about how the people endured
and how they fought back.
www wellcomeacuk end L awipubawesgeni

pesdhiiml
v bhe.cauk/ workdservice / people /fatures.

myceniury Jwkis, shiml

~— : L1/
—

During World War I there were POW camps
throughout the United States. Check with your
local or state historical society 1o find out if a
POW camp was located near your town. Write
an article for your school or community
NEWSPAPET.

PP Crwse or e Frssom

10,

11.

12.

135,

There are many excellent resourees on how
students may conduct an efective oral history
interview. Learn more abont it and interview
people in your community who have memorics
of World War I1.

There are books and movies about Pvi. Eddie
Slovick, the only American soldier executed for
desertion during World War I1. Learn more
about this controversial decision.

Navaho code talkers were used very successfully
by the United States Marines in World War I1.
Find out more about their contibutions wo
winning the war.

Find out more about the impact of World
War Il on your community by researching
records at your local historical society. View
photographs, read oral histories and
microfilmed local newspapers, and search for
diaries, leters, and journals.

Read Dwight D, Eisenhower's Guildhall
Address an wewclsenhowerutesas eodu guild, him
which he delivered in London in June 1945,
A the time, it was compared to Lincoln's
Getiysburg Address. Compare the speeches
and idendly similarities and differences.

The Holocaist was a horrific event of World
War II. Consider reading onc of the many fine
books on this subjected suggested by the United
States Holocawst Memornal Muosenm's web sine at

wewushmmaorgS, Click on Museum Shop.

ldentily character and personality waits that
made Dwight D. Eisenhower an oustanding
leader in World War I1. Use “In the High Cause
of Human Freedom,” At Eace: Stories I Tell io
Friends and biographics on Eisenhower. Which
three of his character traits do you think were
MOAT important?

The Eisenhower Foundation © 2001



Clouds Of War:
There Wee Uncasiness Albout the Resibility of “Wor”

.« - Military discussions need nol, in these
days, be prefaced with long and exhaustive
arguments o prove a nation’s need for defensive
strength. World events, deaily reporied in our
neruspapers, continue fo hammer home the
deplovable fact that life, liberty and property are not
safe in a defensefess nation when its wealth is
coveted by a maore powerful neighbor,

—Drwight D. Eisenhower
March 24, 1939

?‘:lm the scars of the Great War emerged the

unfortunate circumstances that would set the
stage for vet another world war. Most Amernicans
enjoved a decade of unprecedented prosperity
through the twenties, but, for much of the rest of
the world, it was a period characterized by
cconomic hardship and political upheaval. By the
carly 1930z, America's “good times” had evaporated
anid her people stugeled day to day just to surive
the Great Depression. A concern for evenits beyond
their borders was a luxury they could ill aford, The
depression, coupled with a stillestering resenument
over the tagedy of the First World War, bred a deep
isolationist sentiment in the United States, Even as
totalitarian® dictators rose to power around the
world through the twenties and early thirties,
Americans resolved never again 1o be pulled ingo a
foreign contlict.

Adrer World War [, the United States Senate had
voted to decline United States” membership in the
newly created League of Nations, Since that time,
both a majority of the American public and the
Unitedd States government had supported the view
that the nation should avoid foreign agreements

“A talitarian dictaior exerciscs abselise control over the lives of the
:I.p:upll: whar excind, froem bim 1.'i-n|.'|:|n|||:'||ll_ aenly B seped e mleesls ol
the smabe,

P FhoeCiwsmor Flauns Frernose

and alliances. They argued that America was sirong
enough to stand alone; Europe’s problems were for
Europeans 1o solve. Following World War [, Japan
had begun to amass a large and powerful navy.
Alarmed, the United States and Great Britain began
o shore up their own naval forces. To slow the
rapidly escalating arms race, the United States
organized the Washington Naval Conference in the
winter of 1921, Agreement among the three
nations was reached, and wensions were cascd for a
time, Soon, however, the parties began to find ways
to circumvent the intent of the agreement. Ina
further effort w prevent war, B4 nations signed the
Kellogg-Briand Pact in 1928 which attempted to
outlaw war except in cases of sell-defense. Because
the terms of the weaty could not be enforced,
aggressor nations choose 1o ignore them.

The Treary of Versailles, which ended World
War [, fostered deep resentment in post-war
GCermany. German leaders had been forced o
accept responsibility for the war, to pay $33 hillion
in I-I:P:.l.:l.‘-:tl_i_{:l'l_‘ﬁ, and 1o n.'-linquiﬁh ATY OVETSES
empire. As a result, Germany had suffered an
economic collapse alier the war which deepened
through the 1920s. Beginning in 1924, the United
States government made loans 1o the German
government, easing the war reparations burden.
But by the early1930s, the loans stopped as the
United States’ economy slipped into the Great
Depression.

Italians too had sulered from economic
devastation and a loss of national pride following
the war. laly was plagued by unemployment, food
shortages, a mountain of debt, and frequent labor
strikes—some violent—which threatened o bnng
down its constitutional monarchy. Political
extremists emerged, promising solutions to Ialy's
crippling problems. By the early 19205, one man in
particular captured the hopes and trust of the
[talian people—DBenito Mussolini.
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By 1922, Mussolini was so powerlul that the
Italian King was forced to ofler him the positon of
Prime Minister. Within three years, Mussolini had
declared himsell N e (the leader), and he and his
new political party, the Fascists, had all of Ialy
under their control. Mussolini made good on his
promise of a new Roman Empire with the invasion
of Ethiopia in 1935, Four vears later, Italian armies
invaded and captured Albania. Life for the Ttalian
people did not improve, and, with the coming of
the Great Depression, laly's cconomic erisis only
intensified.

Adolph Hitler had come to power in Germany
in much the same way as did Mussolini, In 1919, he
had joined the National Socialist German Workers'
Party (Nazis) and quickly assumed the title of Fiahrer
{the leader). Under his leadership, party
membership soared. In the mounting economic
and political upheaval of the early 1930s, Hitler
seized his opportunity, and the Nazi campaign o
take over Germany through elections began, Ina
futile effore to save his government, President
Hindenburg appointed Hitler Chancellor of
Lermany. Betore long, Hitler held wonal power.

Lo give the new Germany room to grow and 1o
restore her o former glory, Hitler's armies seized
the Bhineland in 1936, In 1938, Germany annexed
Austria and threatened the same for the
Sudentenland. British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain and French Premier Edoward
Daladier met with Hitler in Munich in September of
1958, They agreed o the annexation il it would
preserve the peace, a policy later to be derided as
“appeasement.” When, on Seprember 1, 1939, Nazi
tanks rolled across the border into Poland, Great
Britain and France were pledged o come to
Poland’s aid. Two days later they declared war on
Crermmeany.

Elsewhere in Europe there was a growing
climate of palitical and economic crisis. In Spain, a
brutal civil war from 1936 1o 1939 pited the forces
of socialism and wolalitarianism against one another,
resulting in a wialitanian state led by General
Francisco Franco, After a fouryvear struggle for
Saviel leadership, the Soviet Union had come

under the control of Joseph Stalin in 1928,
Throughout the 19505, Stalin used the werror of the
police state o bring the Soviet Union under his
absolute control.

Through the 1920s, Japan s economy hadd
sreadily disintegrated, Skvrocketing population
growth coupled with rapid urbamzation put intense
pressure on her economy. Agricultural problems,
with roots in the late nineteenth century, forced
Japan to import food in order o feed her people. A
financial panic in 1927, along with the collapse of
the Amerncan silk market in 19249, dealt a fatal blow
to Japan’s cconomy. High tarifls in the United
States and the 1924 Exclusion Act, which stoppecd
Japanese immigration, worsened the situation.

Japan’s military had enjoyed a position of
increasing power in Japan’s government since the
late nincteenth century. Together with wealthy
landowners and business leaders, they formed
Japan's new power elite. When the young Japanese
Emperor Hirohito came to the throne in 1926, he
was little more than a figurchead surmounded by a
group of powerful military and political leaders who
held the reins of government.

By 1930, the idea that Japan’s cconomic
problems could be remedied only through miliary
conguest was widely accepted by the Japanese
people. One year later, Japan invaded Manchuria, a
minerakrich province of China, and sct up a puppet
government. Japan pushed on into China proper,
brutally atmacking major Chinese cities in 1937, By
1939, Japan ocoupicd about a fourth of China,
including all its seaports.

Although the League of Nations condemned
the aggression and rathlesness of laly, Germany,
and Japan, it had no power to enforce its edicts,
Americans were understandably shocked by the
news coming from Europe and Asia, but it only
served to strengthen their isolationist beliels. As the
world moved ever closer wo world war, it appeared
that nothing would stand in the way of brutal
dictators and their dreams of global domination,
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER: 1935—1940
CLOUDS OF WAR

:Dwighl D, Eisenhower would serve four long
years in the Philippines under General

Douglas MacArthur, military advisor to the new

Philippine government. ke had not sought this
duty and accepted it with some reluctance. The
only thing that made it bearable was that his old
and dear friend, James “Jimmy™ Ord, was going

along and they would work together.

On October 26, 1935, after a pleasant twenty-
twosday vovage, the President Harndimg, carrying the
MacArthur entourage, docked in Manila's harbor.
General MacArthur enthusiastically assured
President Manuel Cuezon that an effective defense
plan for the Philippine Islands would he
forthcoming. The details would fall to Tke and
Jimmy.

In addition to his dutics as assistant military
advisor to the Philippine government, Tke
continued to write MacArthur’s specches, letters,
and reports. Because MacArthur thoughe it
beneath him to meet with President Quezon on a
regular basis, Ike became an important liaison to
the Philippine leader. Nearly nine months after his
arrival on July 1, 1936, his twentieth wedding
anniversary, Major Eisenhower was automatically
promoted—as was the rest of the class of 1915—0
lieutenant colonel.

With his characteristic optimism, lke threw
himself into the task of building a Philippine Army.
Serions roadblocks began to surface from the very
start, but Ike and Jimmy simply went back o the
drawing board again and again. President Cuezon
grew o rely on Lke, setting up a private office for
him next to his own in the Malacanan Palace. The
wo men developed a friendly relationship of
mutual respect, exchanging political views and even
playing bridge together

Working for MacArthur grew complicated and

more difficult. When confronted by an angry
Cuezon demanding answers about plans for an

fgtnm%;;llﬂhm.mﬁ:wﬂﬁmm

ostentatious military parade through Manila,
MacArthur denicd any knowledge of the plan,
shilting the blame 1o [ke and Jimny. Ikc, furious at
the injustice and the insult to his integrity,
demanded that he be allowed to return to the
United States immediatele MacArthur attempted
to smooth things over with a joke, but Ike never
again felt the same way about his superior officer.
When Jimmy died from injuries he had received in
an airplane crash :EIHJH,I}' therealter, The was
devastated with griel. For the next two years, he
pourcd his mounting [rusiralions over his Job and
his boss into his personal diary.

In late June 1938, the Eisenhowers retumedd to
the United States for three months, Tt was a
welcome respite for lke. There would be some
family and vacation time, but the primary purpose
of the trip was to secure used military cquipment
for the fledgling Philippine Army. When he had no
luck dealing with the lower echelons of the War
I'.lrp:a riment, ke went l:lin:q'li':' e the Army Chicl of
Stall, convincing him that the Philippines were vital
to LS. interests. Tke returned to the Philippines
with some “ohsolete but useful equipment™ and
several new airplanes purchased at Stearman {mow
Beecheraft) in Wichita, Kansas,

Although his years in the Philippines were
dilficult and appearcd pointless at the time, Ike's
experiences there [urther prepared him for what lay
ahead. He honed his leadership skills by
developing, coordinating, and executing military
plans on a national scale. Working closely with
President Queron and the Philippine legislature, he
refined already considerable political and
diplomatic skills. As he had in France, lke absorbed
an intimate knowledge of every aspect of the
geography and culiure of the Philippines.

Exven though he felt isolated in the Philippines,
Ike followed current events through radio
broadeasis, cables, and armw intelligence, In his
diary, he condemned Naz aggression and Hitler's
persecution of the Jews, When Grea Britain and
France fimally declared war on Germany on
September 3, 1939, he knew that it was only a
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matter of ame before the United States would be at
war. But not even Dwight Eisenhower dreamed that
war would begin in the Pacific.

Eisenhower had friends in the Jewish
community in the Philippines. He was fattered,
and empied, when they offered him a job, ata
salary of $60,000 a vear, locating Asian countries
willing to take in European Jewish refugees. After
much consideration, he felt he had no choice but to
decline. A war was coming, and he had been a
soldier for a quarier of a century.

On May 24, 1959, Ike’s orders came through; he
was going home at last! At the time, he had no way
of knowing that this wur of duty that he had
disliked 20 much had placed him in exactly the
right place and at precisely the right time in history.

When [ke had lefi for the Philippines in the
autumn of 1935, the Eisenhower family would be
separated for a year. Mamie had insisted that she
and John stay behind so he could finish his Last year
at John Quincy Adams School in Washington, D.C.
When ke grected his family at the pier in Manila
one year later, Mamic was shocked that her husband
had completed shaved his head. She openly
expressed her displeasure, but Tke insisted that it
kept him cooler in the oppressively hot and humid
climate.

Mamie had another surprise in store. For the
past year, Ike had been taking flving lessons early in
the morming before leaving for work, He loved
Mving—struggling (o master snap rolls and loops.
His mstructor judged Ike's flving as “fair,”
explaining it was not as smooth as he would like., It
was a proud moment for Tke, however, when he was
awarded his pilot’s license after two and one-half
vears of lessons and logging 350 flight hours.

The Eisenhower apartment at the Manila Hotel
was spacious with spectacular views from every
window. But it was not air-conditioned, and
mosquitocs, red ants, and cockroaches were
constant, unweloome visitors., Mamic hated them
and evervthing else about living in the tropics.

f?»ndﬁmihrwﬂ{m{?ﬂhﬂm

When the six-month rainy season began the firsy of
June, Mamie rarely left their apartment until it
el e,

John was enrolled at the Brent School, high in
the mountains at Baguio on the island of Luzon.,
Classes were very small—five or six students— and
John felt at home in the warm and [riendly
atmosphere. Because of the remoteness of Baguio,
he saw his parents—especially his father—only
during school vacations. When John was home, Tke
got away as often as he could and ook his son on
short airplane trips to the various Philippine islands.

The Eisenhowers were a popular couple in
Manila and were invited o a steady stream of social
events. Tke found them exhavsting, but his position
and good manners made it impossible to avoid
them. Events at the Army-Navy Club only added 1o
a busy schedule for Tke and Mamie.

The stress of his job canght up with Tke, and he
was hospitalized a number of times with ileits, a
partial stoppage of the intestines. Despite his
misgivings about his job—especially in the last two
vears—Ike still felt immense loyalty to his chosen
profession. When John shared his intentions of
applving for West Point, his father carefully pointed
out the realities of a military career. However,
working with “honorable and dedicated™ men and
doing the best job he could do had more than
made up for the shortfalls, he explained.

As they prepared to retum o the United States,
both Ike and Mamie were jubilant; John was not
because he liked his school so0 much. The
Eisenhowers departed Manila in mid-December
1939, As they welcomed in the new decade in San
Francisco, Ike Eisenhower was a 49-yearold,
anonymous lientenant colonel in the United States
Army. Europe was already at war, fulfilling Fox
Conner's prediction of nearly twenty years before.
What it would all mean to Ike was vet to unfold. He
knew just one thing: he must be assigned to troops.

Recommended }-'.r.:ul'tngs Irom Af base: Slores £l
fo Friends 218239,
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The Manila Hotel, 1929
Photograph #67-64-1

WPt il i ey B i hasary [iberay

Home to the Eisenhower Family, 1935-1939
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Letter from Dwight D. Eisenhower, November 12, 1937
to the Douds, Mamie's parents

1 Calle Vicktorisn, Menils, P. T.
Hovember 12; 1957

Dear Hother and Deds

Fl=at of all many thanks Cor the bBirthiay shirts and tles-—all of '!I;l.l.i::h
ars sarely apprecisted. I don't

:
?
L
E
1
:
g

day's work, Yestepdsy I started out to Mind sceethdng for Hasde's
anni’ and I looked snd Llooked and locked. Johnny has a slick scheze
=the Little mimneril He just sopt me two pesos out of his mllowance and

writes "Please buy Masie a presont from ze.” Well, cur E
store ®as pal out of commlsslon in the sarthquake a few sonthe back, and I
didn't know where to go for my buying. Floally, almost in desperation, I
got into o "eommetlc® shop. Bought some "Elizsbeth Arden™ soap and dustisg
powdar (aspared by the salss ledy that this is really katishil) and bad it
dage up in & fency pecknge. Than I weat to & flower shep and ordersd o big

g favorites for early morming of the lith, and a corpage to
be sant her in the evening 4o wear to a party 1n her homor. Thia Last may
tave boen a mlstake In cne way. I soilce that when T do got mend flowers

she Ing

for her to wear to a party sales some crmdk about other men ba thonghta
ful, btat when I do, than she always fanss about tesring her new dress with
ping. Ho, bon, women slways wers Pumey. Bowewer, In this zase I got scose
Falling-Walling crchida. are ghite unlgue, at least here, and I wiah

I could draw & sketch of thes for you. They are reddisk-brown snd tan, wery
regalar In shape and about two Inches amcross. Just now they &re one peso por
bless and, 1n sy oplalss, very beautiful,

Jolmoy has agein got off %o & flying start at scheol with an A-minus
asverage for the flret soath-and a class standing of musber L out of 13. One
reason be does &0 well 1z becanse he Iike= the place =0 mutch.

O picest season is just beginming-—end for the next couple of monthe
wa'll have very plsasant weabther—we hope. After that we kpew 1t will be kaogll

I've bBesn ailing a bit latsly, and sm geiting a gpodng over at the hog=
| pltal. While I've been in far better bealth bere then in Weshingbon, I sleply
| cannot get sompletely squared amay toward Ffeeling really pood.

I suppose that, as npoel, Maale w11l get off & letter on the clippes
due to leave tomorrow, so you'll wonder what om carth this second oae 18
about. But then you'll Fied that T just wast fo thank you for your Shought-
falness and give expression bo =y constant azasenent over your usexcelled
tagte 1n Baberdnshery. - dlso I want to send you my love and best wishds.

L]

I've written Lthis all in loaghend; now I'11 get 1t typed om thin paper,
lnililihln I coms back froe some necessary errands, probably add a note before
aailing.
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DDE’s Letter, 1937 cont.

Doscument ooy Flaonhosorr Libsrany
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Dwight D. Eisenhower’s Diary, September 3, 1939

dept.n,1958.
| is evenlng we have been listening to broadeasts of
hamberlains appech stating that GCreat Britaln was at war B

ith Germany. After months and months of feverish effort ta

pease and placate the madman that is governing dermany the

itish snd French seem tc be dAriven into s ecorner out of

lch they can work their way only by righting. It's & asad day

or Europe and for the whole sivilized world--though for g long

ime 1t has seemed ridiculous to Tefer to the world ss civilized.

I the war, which now seems to be upon us, 15 as long drawn out
disaatrous, as bloody sand as costly as wes the so-ealled

ofld War, then I believe that the remnants of nationa amarzing

rom It will be scarcel¥y recopnizatle

the ones thet entersd it, Comeuniam and anarchy are apt to

pread rapldly,vhile corime and disorder, loss of personal liberties,

nd abjeet poverty wlll curse the areas that

itneas —any  amount of fighting, It doesn't seem posaible that

#ople that proudly refer to themselves ms intelligebt could lat

he sltustlion come about, Fundreds of millions will suffer privations
starvation, mitixhexxsum millions will be killed and wounded

cause one man s0 wills it, He 13 a power=-drunk egoecentrie,

t even a0 he would &tlll not do thls If he had were sans, Hs s

ne of the ecriminelly insane, but unfortunately he is Ehs abao-

ute ruler of 89,000,000 pesple. And by his personal magnetism,

1ich he mist have, he has sonverted a ¥mg larpe proporticn of

tcse m1lllons to hls insane schemes end to bBlind aeceptance of

ia leadershlp. Unless he 1s successful in overcoming the whole

rld by brute force the final yesult will be that Gerneny will

vo to be dilsmembered and deztroyed.

heve had some degres of admiration for Mussoline, none,ever,
or Hitler. The former has made some tragio.stupld, mlstokes.

t he &t lesst has seemed wble as an administrator, and for g
istator, has abstelned from the use of the "blood purge® in
intalning himself in power. Hitlert's record with tha Jaws,

iia rape of Austria, of the Czechs, the Slovaks und now the Toles
is a3 black 88 that of any barbarlan of the Dark Ages.

 big gquesation of the moment 1s,"What will Itnli dot"” Personally,
I'm golng out on & 1limb and answer that Mossolinl »ill not po into
the war on the dide of Germany. oOne big reason for this cenclusion
that the talinn i1s smart enough to know what would happan ta
film alfter a victory by Hitler and his allles. They'd all take
orders from the manisg.....no =ester of Burpoe can have an equsel
urtner. I Mussoline does not fight with Hitler, what w111 h= do%
answar to that is,"For the present,nothing.™ My puess,and god
ows I do not ;o8¢ as one of these sll-seeling persons that utter
rophecles with the confidence of a new DelphlcOrscle, is that
the puese will hang back ss long a® he can, preferably until hoth
sldes are near exhuust!on....then attempt to use his own forces
to ssttls the outcome and, if possible, make himselfl the streng
=an of Europe.

SR = . T —- - — =

Dutussernt comrgesy Fleendmmer Lilwary
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Application for Pilot’s License, July 1, 1939

A I Fozxs 3 GCOMBOREWILLTE &F THE FHIEEFHEES —
Eerieed June, D955 SEFARTMERT OF FOlLIC W RHE AND oM WURBCATIONS -—-—u_]

ADRSNAUTICS DIVISION !
MAMILA

! APPLICATION FOR PILOT'S LICENSE | ™~

T rhe Secrerary of Public Works end Communiceifons:

i Doy R

2. Permanews oddrgrr .. ... .00 e e
Iﬁ:” e
1 Flace of birth (L i L RS . ol 4
i. Date of bireh _G%F, r %, FFFO Age bawi birshtey . E
8. Destriprion of applican: i 2
Welght .23 . Helghr 2%, Color Katr b5
'r.#mmm;#mwh#m»m-mmumh 4
Keay bean Aled, rraue ihe folloaning . [
{al Serial mumber of declarerion Bate of #fag ... T
T Ciry n.l'auu-li-mnj‘ur AN e 3t . =
B M ot piedinsaly ag el Jor muny eloet of pllot"s Doemael — 0E) i

If poy Mer tles following Iaformarion;

] e y
i H’ﬂrﬂw—ﬂ-w -
{;}MH—I-I ............................... .

oo s . - ----------------------I-I-I-I--I-I ............................................
A0, Jtare pou aver Fald g SPedand Pilsrs Peeminf }H S—

ik, ﬂmﬂ.ﬂflmﬂ_—dﬂm‘Mw

(b)) Address of base . LD, MR SR SRR St el el Yo plaeen 1 r
Ik umﬂuﬂ-nh-wmum-mnw
e g oo O SR TN P o g O il R T B, S e e S
[ J-i'"rrir_;lrﬂ —— e SR e T 5
(g Name of instrmonee e e o
13- Dte of lare physical examinarien oy i, £ EIF
. part five yoars #h—m .ﬂ..f' —, #M“ ...........

L PR s TETREn SRR o pratwe R pianelah e T ol

urmwmnﬂn-.r--pp#u-nu i WMmmumm
(o Adrpoct or feld . o et ¥t | g o W TS Lt doeken
() Addreas ;H'?ﬁ'l'r' i o L o
mmﬂmmr#mmﬂﬁ—MWmmm«“m
applicant notice of time amd place of el il down:

i P B R
: ity By 3

—

R - o
N SR e — z
m_rﬂnh*thﬂmhrﬂhm“ﬂm:m

- :.u = arbn m-:m:-—i- Hllll-h- mm:ﬁm

Drscraieriad disiiiiesy Erarsilumer Lilwary
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DDE’s Application, 1939, cont.

E PE - -
e B S, o L P G :
e &
1. Experimmce ar pitod:

] awme ,lllﬁrluﬂ WM#MW i
e g ::f.g#_.&w?, B Sy k
1B} Ko natrmesors smd hve datve., AT - Poak e By G BT o —
Mgt Prokar, wis @50 o k. fassin e Sy bdil_ ' P, sl Mty |
P P = NRT T % P - . :

Folo hasrr fn larr s dawe ... s Mg fridy and givy dates o A T et d !
mll‘.ﬂﬁlﬂhﬂhiﬂf-__.-— Navese felily and g dates, omeirilng fhoss [irted obowr .o..o0eenns, ]
!
................. T A -
ol Tintolt nafs BT | ey el il i, et e NS Mol a2
B e o s o e s b e B oy P
e )
(5) Nighe fying saperionce A e et ? ay (Eagpei |
1. Experiarce awd traiming om sirirall engines, giving fypes with sshich formdliar and fengeh of enperlencs on aach s
__,.._gumﬁ_.ﬁuﬁgj oty |
- W, Esperience af Io sirplens strachene and rigging. givfng mum:mm-lm#m:-u
ra—
3. Mawy g rogd il P, L Alr Commeree Reguladdonsl -
13, AFFIDAVIT:
§ heraley puvcdr rhar tihe
Davsd iy & dfppof g B
- Clacun Numtbar .. ......o...oovoeee
Aliw 5 Jes
el
e
— Bubucribed and ruten 10 afors cive B ool O e . -
My comemilgion eenlng e - e . m
R e e L e
: - DIRECTIONS
B, Apphicatizn for anly one clena of [Doanes ibaakd e maske. .
I The phyuicel sxasization meamk tw takes bedore an sciborized medieal examiner of ths Deparismest of Poblie Wesks ard
& In aavwerizg geestion U, give caly pour appsrisscs s pllet than 15, a8 the sole aparator of the contrels snd i tomsmund of |
“ghses '

DBorument cosrtesy Fiuenbower Lty
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Distinguished Service Star Award, December 12, 1939

the tion of the Commorwealth to the present
tima, onel Elssnhowar bas oocotinuously devoted hls
erceptionnl talents to the development of adaquate
gscurity Toross Tor the Fudlippines, Torough his
mfn:mu attalnments, his breadth of undsrstand-
, his zeal and his megnetic leadership be has beea

responsible for notable in the iiﬂ-ﬂ'
~ Arey. hi ta achievessnta, in the
- miunﬁnnhﬂﬂnmm be has inoreased
- mmum-ummmdcduurgnp-
tation, and has earned the grstituds and satesn of the
! Filipino paopls.

(SG0. ) MANUEL L.
@ Fresidem: of the Pﬁmﬂl

_ »

D il Cimainess Easeiitevmer Ll
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A World At War:
* Belonged Wit Froaps: Weth Shem I Was Mhoays Happy”

« o« O the afternoon of December 7 at Fort
Sam Houston, Texas, tired oul from the long and
exhausting staff work of the manewvers and their
aftermath, went o bed with orders that under no
circumsiances was I to be disturbed. My dreams
were of a fwo weeks leave . . .. Bul even dreams
like these—and my strict orders—ecould be
shaltered with impunity by the aide who brought
the riews that we were at war.

—lhwight D. Eisenhower

{W;Id War Il profoundly impacted the lives ol an

entire generation of Americans and set the
course of the nation for the second hall of the
twentieth century. When, in the early antumn of
1959, Great Britain and Franee went to war with
Lrermany, Americans were deeply divided over
whether or not the United States should be
invalved., The evenis of the next two vears sieadily
bl support among the American p:*uph- lor the
Allied cause. President Rooscevelt skillfully ganged
that support and gradually brought the nation
closer to entering the war, It would be more than
twor years, however, before America would enter the
conflict, an action precipitated by evenis half a
world away [rom the war in Europe,

Following Cireat Britain’s and France’s
declarations of war on September 3, 1939, the Nazi
blitzkrieg crossed the Polish border. President
Roosevelt continued to assure the nation that
American 1'u1}'5. wontld not be zent 1o war, The
Neutrality Act of 1939 authorized the Unirted Stares
L sell munitions o warring nations on a “cash and
carry” basis, ultimately aiding Britain, Dy the
summer of 1940, Roosevelt was convinced that the
United States had no choice but w prepare for the
mevitable war. Congress complied with more than
$7 hillion 1o modernize an outdated miliary,

PP e suorecoons

Afer the wvasion of Poland, the Mg advanee
had paused long enough that people began wo call it
a “phony” war or a “sitzkrieg.” Without warning, the
German war machine struck again in April 1940
with the invasion of Denmark and Norway, In May,
thie low countres—ithe Netherlands, Belgiom, and
Luxembourg—were crushed. MNext, German forces
pivoted across northermn France to cut off 358,000
Allied roops at Dunkirk. Only a heroic, cross-
channel rescue saved them [rom certain
annihilation.

In the meantime, Britain's Prime Minister,
Neville Chamberlain, was forced to resign, and
Winston Churchill, a vocal critic of the policy of
appeascment, formed a new government. Churchill
stirred the souls of his conntrymen with the
declaration “We shall never suwrrender!?™ It was early
June 1940, and, on the Continent, France now
Faced Hitler alone.

On June 10, Mussolini declared war on France
and Britain, invading southern France, Four days
later, German oops marched anopposed into
Paris. Franmce was divided m two with Baes
Occupicers centered in Paris. Vichy France, in the
south, was headed by French military leaders who
had collaborated with Hitler and Mussolin. The
Free French—headed by Charles de Gaulle—set up
headgquarters-in-exile in London. Within France, as
in other Nagi-occupied nations of Europe, an
underground resistance movement quickly took
shape, working to undermine the German
O Cupation.

In order to weaken and then invade the British
Isles, Hitler ordered bombing raids on Britain in
the summer of 1940, Between August and
Movember, the bombing was so heavy that the
period became known as the “Battle of Britain.”
London was bombed continuously from September
through October, 1940, As the election of 1940 saw
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Roosevelt campaign for an unprecedenied third
term, Americans were riveted o nightly radio
broadcasts of the bombing lrom London. As he
pledged 1o keep the nation out of war, Roosevelt
wis under intense pressure from Churchill to help
the British.

Throughout 1940, Britain bought supplies
under the “cash and carry” agreement until the
British colfers were nearly depleted. Roosevelt
urged that the United States must step in 1o aid
Britain further. Congress responded with the Lend-
Lease Act. To ensure the safety of British freighters
carrying Lend-Lease supplics, American warships
began to accompany them as far as Ieeland.

In August 1841, Roosevelt and Churchill met ofT
the coast of Newloundland and drew up the
Atlantic Charter, outlining their common principles
and objectives regarding the war. By autumn, the
United States Navy was waging an undeclared war
on German submarines. In September and
October, German submarines attacked two
Amernican destroyers, resulting in the loss of
American lile.

Roosevelt’s policies intensified the national
debate over isolationism. The Committee (o
Defend America by Aiding the Allies worked 1o
convince Americans that it was in the national
interest (o support the Allies. The America First
Committee countered that isolationism, even at the
cost of a Nag victory in Europe, was in the nation’s
best interest, Citizens on both sides expressed their
opinions with bumper stickers and wore pins that
read “America First™ or “Bundles for Brtan.”

Meanwhile, Germany was in the position of
controlling nearly all of western Europe by the fall
of 141, In September of that year, Japan joined
the Rome-Berlin Axis. By the spring of 1941,
Rumania, Bulgaria, and Hungary were broughi
under German control. Next wo fall were
Yugoslavia, Greece, and Crete. That summer
Ialian and German forces fought the British for
comtral of L h’:,-'il.

T L —

Despite a mutual non-aggression agreement
between the two nations, Hitler’s armies crossed the
border into the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941, The
Russians were driven back, as both Moscow and
Leningrad came under siege. The Germans had
expected a swill victory, but the Russians, destroying
everything in the path of their rewreat, fought back
valiantly. A bitter winter and the Russian
counteratiack forced the Germans 1o begin a retreat
as 1941 came 1o a close.

As the war in Europe unfolded, the United
States and Japan expenenced escalating tensions.
Because of comtinued ageression in Asia, by mid-
1944), the United Stnes had placed an embargo on
sales of scrap metal, oil, and aviation fuel w Japan.
When Japan then auacked Indochina, the United
States froze Japanese assets and cut off all tade to
Japan. Relations between the two mations
continued o disintegrate through 1941, Late in
1941, even as the Japanese were making final plans
for the surprise attack on the American military
hase al Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, they sent a special
covoy o Washinglon lor peace alks with the United
States FOVCrmImeni

When Japan finally made the decision o
expand s Pacilic empire into the Dutch East Indies
and French Indochina, it was essential to prevent an
immediate military response from the United
states, Japancse leaders determined that they luad
no choice bul 1o desiroy the American Pacilic NeeL
Early on Sunday morning, December 7, 1941, while
many at Pearl Harbor were still asleep, the Empire
of Japan struck. When the atack was over, the
American leet had been dealt a crippling blow and
more than 2500 American sailors and soldicrs were
dead. The next day President Roosevelt addressed a
stunned nation, condemning the attack as “a day
which will live in infamy.” Congress declared war on
Japan on December 8 and Britain followed suit. On
December 11, after Germany and Ialy declared war
on the United States, Congress responded by
declaring war on both nations. The American
people were linally committed to the war as they
swore o avenge Pearl Harbor,
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER: 1940—1941
A WORLD AT WAR

f ;hn period 1940-194]1 would prove one of the
happiest of Eisenhower’s career to that point

Following a bricf assignment to Fort Ord,
California, he would assume his new assignment
leading troops at Fort Lewis, Washington, War
games in the summer of 1941 wonld place him in
the natonal spotlight as an officer to warch as the
nation inched ever closer to war. In a matter of a
lew months, the country would indeed go w war,
and soon-to-be Brigadier General Dwighe D,
Eisenhower was a name on the army’s short list of
its most gifted officers.

Mo sooner had the Eisenhowers arrived in San
Francisco in January 1940 than Tke™s orders were
changed emporarily. During maneuvers south of
the city, for the second tme in his career, he came
face-to-face with George C. Marshall. The
encounter was a cordial one; General Marshall
inquired about Ike's recent service in the
Philippines where Marshall himself had besn
stationed early in his army career.

lke's new assignment at Fort Lewis fulfilled his
deep desire for duty with troops. In the summer of
1240, his mission was to train troops for combat in
the rough “cut-over” timberland of Washington
State. At the end of cach day, Ike was exhausted but
happy and satisfied; nothing dampened his
enthusiasm when he was in the field with his men.
At age 49, Lt. Col. Eisenhower was physically fit and
looked much younger than his years. Radiating
energy and confidence, he was at the top of his
professional game, and it showed. He was having
the time of his lifel

Thae fall, [ke received a letter from his old
friend George Patton explaining that new armored
divisions were being organized. Would ke like to
serve under him as a regimental commander?
Eisenhower could hardly contain his excitement—
he would see action in this war atter all! Just as
quickly, his emotions plummeted when he reccived
a telegram from another old friend and colleague,
Leonard “Gee”™ Gerow. Gee asked Tke to come to

a1 ] = | Lowy Iy P
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Washington to join him in the War Depanment.
With all the composure he could muster, Tke replied
to his friend, leaving no doubt about his true
wishes, In the end, however, he assured Gee that, as
always, he would follow orders.

In the meantime, General C. F. Thompson,
commander of the 3 Division, had pulled strings o
ensure that the very capable Lt. Col. Eisenhower
would be his new Chief of Staff. On Movember 50,
1940, less than a vear after leaving the Philippines,
Ikc's active scrvice with troops came to an end.

In March of 1941, Tke was promoted o
temporary colonel and became Chiel of Staff to
General Kenvon Joyee, Commander of the 9" Army
Corps. “Colonel” Eisenhower was ecstatic about his
most recent promotion and mildly annoyed when
his fellow officers teased that it would not be long
hefore they would be calling him “general.”

In June that year, Ike received new orders that
transferred him to the headguarters of the Third
Army, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. Here he would
serve as General Walter Knueger's Deputy Chief of
Staff. In early August, Colonel Eisenhower assumed
the duties of Chief of Staff.

Leadership traits that wonld forever after he
associated with the future General of the Army
Dwight D, Eisenhower were evident at this time. Tke
nurtured good morale among his men; he mingled
with them, listened carciully, and asked questions,
They had no doubis bhe was sincerely concerned
about their welfare. On the other hand, they never
mistook him for a buddy. Tke was extremely
demanding of his men and even more 5o of himsell
Competence in combat would mean the difference
between life or death. He had no use for a soldier,
especially an officer, who did not give his all. They
were preparing for war, and the nation deserved
their very best,

Bv the ume of the Louisiana Maneuvers in
Angust and September 1941, the United States
Army had mushroomed o 1.5 million men. Facing
rugged rerrain, mud, hear and humidine in miral
Louisiana, General Rrueger’s Third Army strugglecd
against General Ben Lears Second Army in mock
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fighting. In the end, the Third Army trounced the
Second. [ke was in the thick of it, drawing up battle
plans and commanding his troops. For the first
time, the media recognized star quality in an
obscure colonel named Eisenhower, giving him
much of the credit for the Third Army's victory, ke
was embarrassed and deflected the attention 1o
General Kreuger, who recommended that
Eisenhower receive his fivst star and, in case of war,
be put in command of a division.

On Sunday, December 7, 1941, Brigadier
Ceneral Eisenhower had gone to the office 1o catch
up on the never-ending paperwork. Exhausted, he
returned home and settled into a much-deserved
afternoon nap with orders that he not be disturbed.
A short ume later, however, he was awakened with
the news that Pearl Harbor had been antacked. The
war, so long anticipated, was finally at America’s
doorstep.

The Eiscnhowers' Family life during the period
1940-1941, was hectic but happy. When they had
returnied to the United States in carly 1940, they
were eager to catch up on all that had gone on in
their absence. John had already enrolled for his kst
semester at Stadinm High School in Tacoma,
Washington, when Ike's orders were changed o
keep him in California for a time. Tke and Mamie
decided it was best to send John on to Washington
to live with lke's brother Edgar and his daughter
Janice.

During their time together, John and his uncle
became very close. Ed treated John like an adult,
especially during their lively aftersupper discussions
of politics and the subject of John's furnre. Ed™ was
a wealthy man and went so far as to promise o pay
for John's education if he would to go to law school,
After graduation, he could join Ed’s law firm.
However, to Ike's great delight, John decided that
he would follow in his father’s footsteps.

= Ed, a palitical conserative, argmed that Roeosevelt®s domsestic
polecies wore besding the country dosemn the road oo commemdan and
ruin, He imsisted that FINR's assistanoe oo Genear Britain would pudl abe
LUimited Sates o certain war. That one brother was o caneer anmy
afficer and anather (Miltomn] had been a Washington buseniscnt fon
Wiy yrar was 3 sounor of chironic aggrovation for Fd.

fPFilmf}E‘:tjlrﬂﬂ ‘!miﬁlmﬁﬁum

In the summer of 1940, as Ike vained troops in
the field at Fort Lewis, John was enrolled in a West
Point “cram” school in Washington, D.C. John was
officially a Kansas resident and, in October, he took
Ransas Senator Capper’s West Point exam. He
scored first, thus receiving the appointment. After a
semester at the preparatory school in Washington,
John felt he was ready for the West Point validating
exam, which he completed in March. On July 1,
1941, John arrived at West oint, thirty years after
his Father hiacl.

When ke had been contacted by Gee Gerow in
the fall of 1940, Mamie had scerethy hoped that her
hushand would accept the position; she loved living
in Washington, D.C. Fort Lewis was an isolated
post, and Mamie preferred city life. One
compensation for Mamie was the new family
quarters, a large and comfortable house. Whenever
ke had a free Sunday, he drove to Tacoma to play
golf with Edgar. As in other arenas, their sibling
rivalry extended to the golf course where Ed
consistently outplayed his younger brother.

It was the Eisenhowers” twenny-fifth wedding
anniversary when, on July 1, 1941, they retumed 1o
Fort Sam Houston. Here they had met in 1915, and
their married life had begun. Mamie was thrilled
with the move. Their housing, however, was a
disappoiniment after the fine home in Fort Lewis.
But, when ke received his first star, the Eisenhowers
moved into the house of their dreams, a stately,
fourteen-room home on Artillery Road. At the end
of the day, Ike would enter the grand foyer, set
down his briefcase, throw open his arms, and
announce to Mamie that he was home with the
exclamation, “Isn't it wonderful!™ After all the years
of hard work, ke felt that he had indeed “arrived.”

Recommended Readings from At Easc: Stortes [ Tell ta
Frirmele 255240,
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Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941
Photograph #66-459
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Letter from Dwight D. Eisenhower, October 11, 1941

to Swede Hazlett
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Both last muser and this I sade very short visits to Abliense,
My Father and Motber are both still livwing there, although both
Ars Feablae, sk vieit, I have had & chanos to
call on moat of our old friends, notahly Mr. Herger, Gharlie
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Coonander E. E, Hazlatt
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DDE's Letter, 1941, cont.
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Letter from Dwight D. Eisenhower, March 30, 1942

to Edgar Newton Eisenhower

Harch 30, 1943
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DDE’s Letter. 1942, cont.
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Colonel James Stack Oral History, 1972

Pages TI-TR: RURG: Now, you must have done maneuvers* up here in the state of Washingtons

STACK: Oh, we did a lot of maneuvers up here.

BURG: Do you happen to remember where they were held? He [Eisenhower] speaks of

them, but I'm oot sure that he tells where,

STACK: A lot of them were. Actually, we had a lot of command post exercises, oo, but—

BURCG: That's part of the 3™ Division.

STACK: —around Centralia and Chehalis we'd set up out in the, out in the boondocks
not down in towns or—

BURCG: Right

STACK:—anything like that. And in areas like that, and—

BURG: Out towards Raymond, perhaps.

STACK: Yeah, all around there.

BURG: It sounds like vou were in some pretty rugged forest—

STACK: Ttwas migeged country—

BURG: —and cul-over couniry.

Pages T9-22: BURG: Yeah. If I remember right, it's antumn when this ocourred—

STACK: Yeah.

BURG: —in the state of Washington,

STACK: Very rainy weather.

BURG: Uhetwh, and chill.

STACK: And down in the Hunter Liggett Reservation—now [ don't know exactly the
time of year, but we were in awful shape down there. We had forty thousand
rroaps down there and half of them had dysentery. You see, we were out in this
area where [ don't think any human beings had been lor Lifty years. We found
snakes all over the place, ratlers—

BURG: Lh-huh.

STACK:— really. We killed fifteen, twenty rattlers a day, and nobody wanted o lay
down on the ground or a little head would pop up along side of you, not a snake
but a—what do vou call these things—gopher.

BURG: Might be a gopher or prairie dog,

Sgmmmer of |54
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STACK: Prairie dog—and full of the mange. And the engineers set up showerheads
because we were just torn apart by ticks. It would be a hundred degrees in the mid-
day and forty or thirty at night. And they set up these showerheads all over the place,
and you'd go down there and take a shower, by the time you got back to where you
came [rom you were just as Glthy as when you left it in the first place. And because of
the dysentery, all our mess equipment, when we went to eat, we scalded it before we
ate and then we sealded it after we ate. And we'd do this constantly, because we
thought there was something in the air. And a lot of them had this poison cak—not
poison ivy, but poison cak—and [ understand—I'm no authority on it—I understand
the difference is the pollen, poison cak is a pollen sort of thing—you pick it up in the aic

BURG: 1 see.

STACE: Iwvy, vou have to make contact with it.

BURCG: Uh-huh, uh-huh.

STACK: Well, we were in bad, sad, bad shape.

BURG: Now was General Eisenhower—

STACK: Oh, yeah.

BURG—hit by this same—

STACK: I don’t think he was hit by it, but—

BURG: —allliction?

STACK:—he, he wasn't very happy. None of us—General { George A2) White died
down there. He was a National Guard general.

BURG: 1didn't know.
STACK: Yeah, he died. He was the commanding general of the 40® {or 41"%) Division.

Actually, he didn’t die down there, but he became ill down there and died shornly—
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The Louisana Maneuvers, 1941
Photograph #64-57-6
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A Hard War; A Bitter, Bloody War:
@nﬁf T yranny and (%bmmmﬂ y(ue ._ﬂm _ﬁ{wfeu{ _g:trm the 6&1*1’1‘; ’

. War Irings about strange, sometines
ridiculous situations. In my service 've often
thought or dreamed of eommands of various fypes
that I wught one day hold—par commands, peace
conrmands, battle commands, ete. One I now ave
conld mever, under any conditions, have entered
my mind even fleciingly. I have operational
comrmand of Gibraltar. The symbol of the solidity
of the British Emprive—ithe hallmark of safely and
securily al home—the jealously guarded rock that
has flayed a tremendous part in the trade
develofrment of the English race! An Amevican is
in charge and I am he,

—Duwight D. Fisenhower
November, 1942

(&ulllw the First World War, the Sccond can more

accurately be termed a “global war™ It was
fought in two primary theaters and on many (ronts.
World War IT demanded industrial production,
manpower, organization, and coordination at a
scale never before hamessed by any nation. In the
end, the United States alone would spend nearly
S500 billion dollars, and 15 million Americans
would serve. Every family had a neighbor, friend, or
Family member in the conilict. World War II was in
every respect—"total war.”

Although the United States, Grean Britain, and
the Soviet Union—the “Big Three"—bore the
greatest burden of the Allied efforn, by war's end,
fully 91 nations fought against the Axis Powers,
which consisted primarily of Germany, Japan, and
Italy. In order to defeat them, the Allies knew they
would have to forge a powerful alliance
unprecedented in world history,

Fe ru P e o FowesFrzzmon
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At meetings (code name: Arcadia) held in
Washington in late 1941 and early 1942, the United
Stares and Great Britain agreed to an “Atlantic First™
strategy; the Pacific would be a secondary objective.
The United 5tates supported an early 1942
Eur{:|:u:an mwvasion, but the Brinsh—Icartul of the
awesome, destractive power of the CGenman war
machine—argucd for a secondary front in North
Africa to weaken the enemy first. It would be two
I:mg VEArS before a cross-channel invasion was
launched.

When the United States entered the Second
Woaorld War, Japan controlled muach of eastern and
southern Asia. China had been defeated, and India
was threatened from both east anpd west. Ausiralia
was expecting an invasion at any time. By the spring
of 1942, Japan also conirelled CGuam, Wake Island,
Hong Kong, and Singapore. Despite a heroic light,
American and Filipino defenders surrendered the
Philippine Islands to the Japancse in May 19432,

Defeating Japan was based on a two-pronged
-ul:jﬂ:liw: Lo regain sirategic islands in the Cenral
Pacific and (o reiake positions in the Southwest
Pacilic leading o the Philippines, The defeat of the
Japancse at Midway Island in June 1942, put them
on the defensive for the Grst time in the war, The
United Seaves Marines landed on Guadaleanal in
Aungust 1942 and by February 1945 they were
victorious, From here, Allied lorces would begin a
campaign of "island hopping™ wwand Japan,

By carly 1'M2, most of Europe and North Africa
were under German control. The bombing of
Britain had exacted a terrible wll, and German
troops were entrenched deep within Soviet ermitory,
As 1942 drew 1o a close, however, the tide was
beginning to wrn, The Russians were turning back
the Max advance in the East, and the Allies in
Morth Africa had driven the Germans back 1o
Tunisia, which, by mid-May 1943, would be in Allied
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hands. Once again Churchill and the British high
command were successful in thwarting the
American push for a 1943 cross-channel invagion in
favor of advances into Sicily and laly.

As the Unived States entered the war in lave
1941, it was clear the road to victory depended on
the production of war materi¢l. In the first months
of 1942, existing industrial plants were quickly
converted o war production. Business leaders,
workers, and government would have to cooperate
if the Allies were to win the war. The federal
government offered attractive incentives to the
defense industry to optimize production.

Ceearing up for a war ¢conomy brought a
conclusive end 1o the Great Depression.  In fact, for
the first time in a decade, there were more johs
than workers to [l them. Induostrial planl,s
operated at maximum capacity, seven days a week,
24 hours a day. Even though people now had
money in their pockets, consumer products simply
woere not available as war goods claimed most
production.

To distribute scarce commodities fairly, the
government instituted “rationing.” Food was
rationed according to Family size, and cach product
cost a certain number of points. For example, a
pound of hamburger cost seven points and a can of
peaches, eighteen. Wartime recipes showed how to
cook with substitute ingredients. Gasoline was
rationed at about three gallons a week per car. The
government issued rationing books, cards, and
stamps cach week. When familics ran out, they did
without until the next week.

The American armed forces practiced a policy
of racial segregation in World War 11, despite the
fact that many African-Americans volunteered and
served with distinction. Not until there was a
shortage of white soldiers was the policy relaxed,
Nearly 350,000 Mexican-Americans and more than
25,000 Native Americans also served. A full 17,000
Japancese-Americans served in the Second World
War, and il_].'il]:il!t!!’il.‘:—:'\l!11.’!1'it‘i!l‘l uit becane the
most decorated in the war. Although most
Americans believed that only men should join the
military, more than 300,000 women served in the war,

*Enn%ﬁm‘ﬁmnﬁm

For those on the homelront, woamen eaped i.ul!l}',
wartime brought changes. They endured long
separations from loved ones and their
responsibilities increased, but they also enjoved new
economic and social frecdoms. Daily life was filled
with reminders that the nation was at war. They
belicved that evervthing they did contributed o
“bring the boys home” sooner.

The government created propaganda posters o
encourage patriotism, hard work, and supporn for
the war. V" for victory became the universal
symbol around which Americans rallied. There
were dives o oollect scrap meial and mibber and oo
save cooking fats used in making explosives.
Americans bought war bonds, contributing $135
billion to the war clfort. Slogans like *Use it up,
wear it out, make i do or do without”™ Tocused
everyone on the war effort.

The workplace was affected by the upheaval of
World War [1. Belore the war, married women
usually had not worked outside the home. Once it
began, they were 1:|:::{:||Jru.g1:-:i Loy apply !'m'_inhu
formerly held only by men. Despite a desperate
need for workers in war production, many
emplovers refused (o hire African-Americans,
Mexican-Americans found new cconomic
opporiunitics in America’s shipyvards and delense
planis. In adedition, nearly 50,000 Native Americans
left reservations to work in defense factories,

Alter the bombing of Pearl Harbor, anti-
Japanese senuments grew, and Japancse-Americans
became targets for discrimination. In response o
the anti-Japanese bysieria, the American
government ordered Japanese-Americans be
relocated 1o ten inMeErmment Camps in remole pares
of the United States. Many had 1o walk away from
all their worldly possessions, When they were
allowed o return bome in 1945, evervihing they
had owned was gone.

As 1944 approached, the United States had
Been at war for two vears, In Europe, the Lialian
campaign was yet o be won, and the war in the
Pacilic was a lerocious light. In London, the plans
for Operation Overlord, the invasion of the
Continent, would finally be put in motion,
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER: 1941—1944
A HARD WAR; A BITTER, BLOODY WAR

ive days alter the disaster at Pearl Harbor, on
\_(}T}::rrmbzrr 12, 1941, lke answered a phone call
from Washington., “The Chiel,” Uinited States Army
Chiel of Stall General George O, Marshall, wanted
him in Washington right away. Tke’s heart sank;
what he had dreaded all along—a desk job in
Washington, ID.C. rather than a combart command —
was o be his wartime duoty.

When Tke arrived, General Marshall
summarized the situation in the Pacific and asked,
“Whart should be our general line of action?”
Momentarily taken aback, Tke asked for time and a
desk. Several hours later, he emerged with a plan
and handed it to Marshall, who read through i
silently, without expression. Finally, he responded,
“I agree with youw.”

Ike spent an intense six months in the War
Department. His first assignment made him
Dieputy Chiel in charge of Pacilic Defenses. In
February 1942, he was promoted to Chiefl of the
War Plans Division, and in March, Marshall named
him the Assistant Chiefl of Staff in charge of the
newly formed Operations Division. At the ume, Tke
conld not have imagined that within cight months
he would be en route to his first combat command
il age 52,

Along with the new responsibilities came
promotions. That spring, on the recommendation
of General Marshall, Tke received a second star,
making him a major general, and., in Juby, he was
awarded a third, These were temporary wartime
promaotions, however; in the world of the regular
army, he remained Colonel Eisenhower.

In those first days of 1942, the atmosphere at
the War Department was heady with a sense of
urgency and purpose. lke's workload was crushing,
never letting up. He was at his desk sixteen hours a
day, seven days a week, gulping down quick meals
while he worked. His health suffered with frequent
minor illnesses. Despite the stress and fatigue, The's
performance was exceptional in every respect. In
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Eisenhower, Marshall recognized a superior officer
who consistently performed far bevond what was
asked of ham. He was a nataral leader and the
consummate professional, passing every test that
Marshall put in front of him.

In late May 1942, Ike traveled 1o London to iron
oaut difficulties between the War Department andd
the American headguarters in London. Shorly
after, he was named the new American commander
of the European Theater of Operations, Omn June
24, he returned to London to begin the process of
creating an Anglo-Amernican Alliance—an
unprecedented and daunting task.

lke's job of welding together the alliance was
possibly the most formidable task of the war.
American and British officers and troops would
have to overcome cultural and military differences
to win the war. He first organized the Allied
command structure, ensuring that every American
oflicer answered to a British officer and vice versa.
He walked a fine line to avoid being labeled as *pro-
British™ by the Americans and “pro-American” by
the British. By May 1943, when hard-won Tunis
finally fell to the Allies, it was apparent that the
American Allied Commander had accomplished
the nearly impossible. It had been an exhausting task.

For those under his command, Lke cultivated an
image of calm and dignity, free from stress, worrics,
and self-donbt. Instinctively, he understood that
subordinates looked o their leaders to cue their
own opimism and enthusiasm. As an example (o
everyone else, he worked incessantly; there was just
too much o do o pause or let down. In North
Alrica, Marshall was so alarmed by Tke's exhausted
appearance that he ordered him to slow down,
delegate more, and rest or he would not survive
the war,

As the Allies engaged the Axis Powers in North
Africa, Ike remained blissfully unaware of his
growing celebrity. In the autumn of 1943, the first
“Ike-for-President” movement appeared. With a
war vet 1o be waged and won, he was not flattered
or pleased. Isolared from the homefront and
consumed by his work, he had linle tme or
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inchnaton to consider how his life would be
alfected by his leadership in World War I1.

Allied victory was secured in North Africa on
May 15, 1943, with the £all of Tunisia. By August 16,
the swrrender of Sicily was complete, clearing the
path for the invasion of Italy. The fighting there
was hall-hearted and sporadic until Oclober 4,
when Hitler finally made the decision o fight for
ltaly. However, Ike would have no choice but to
leave the lialian campaign to other commanders.
On December 7, 1943, twao years to the day afier the
attack on Pearl Harbor, he was summoned by
President Roosevelt. To his astonishment, the
President said. *Well, Ike, you are o commaned
Cherlord.”

As did many American families during World
War I, the Fisenhowers had 1o adjust 1o separation
and a state of uncertainey. Son John was in his
plebe year at West Point when his father was called
1o the War Depaniment following Pearl Harbor. In
February 1942, Mamie joined Ike in Washington
where they moved into the Wardman Park Hotel.

Om March 10, Ike received word that his father,
David, had died at age 79, but there was no time for
the luxury of grief. The nation was at war, and it
was simply impossible for Ike to leave his job o
travel back to Abilene 1o attend his father's funeral,
Ike's younger brother Roy died unexpectedly on
June 17.

On the weekend before Tke's departure for
London on June 23, 1942, the Eisenhowers had said
their good-bves 1o one another. Tke and Mamie
wonld not see each other for a year and a half. As
John walked down the sidewalk, he turned and
saluted his father, who returned the salute. Mamie
could bear it no longer and burst into tears,

*Mrs, lke,” as General Eisenhower often
referred o his wife, remained in the background as
much as she could while her hushand was in
London and North Africa. By June 1943, however,
Ike's celebrity was affecting her oo, She was
inundated with invitations and requests for
interviews, and she could not begin 1o keep up with
the mail. Mamie did not sit at home; she kept busy
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with wartime volunteer activities and worked hard
to be a model of calm and sirength for others.
MNewspaper and magazine articles wrinten at that
time about Mamie described her as poised,
charming, and warm.

Mamic and Ike had enjoved a close marriage
for more than 25 years and were miserable apart.
They wrote letters to each other throughout the
war. His letters to her were written in longhand
and are testaments to his love for her and the hope
that she would not forget him. Military secrecy
prevented him from telling her much about his day-
to-day life.

John's life at West Point was also affected by the
war. Graduation dates were moved up one year,
and cadets were sent 1o regular army camps to rain
instead of the usual summer camp. As might be
expected, caders were impatient with being treated
like children when there was a war on. Young men
their age were already facing the enemy!

Ike's enormons fame changed John's life much
as it did Mamie's. He was now, first and foremost,
the “zon” of a famous Gther. This “reflected
prominence,” as he called i, had both benefits and
liabilities. Ar West Point, it was not as noticeable,
but once he graduated, it was clear that people
treated him differently just because he was Tke's son.

John was at home with his mother for Christmas
in 1943 when the news came over the radio that his
father had been appointed the Supreme
Commander for the Allied invasion of Europe. The
hall leading to the Eisenhowers' suite was Nooded
with reporters. Life was changing quickly for the
Eisenhower family. Mamie and John would now
have to share Tke with an adoring public of
millions, and their private lives would never be the
SAMe again.

Recommended Rewdings Mromy Ar Kase: Stories § 760 to
Frrnde 246-266.
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Letter from Dwight D. Eisenhower, October 27 1942

to Mamie Doud Eisenhower
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DDE’s Letter, 1942, cont.
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DDE’s Letter, 1942, cont.
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DDE’s Letter, 1942, cont.
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Note from FDR to Stalin, December 7 1943

The Selection of Eisenhower as Supreme Allied CommandEr
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Marshall and Churchill in North Africa, 1942-43
Photograph #63-539-15

-
1

Fhastogrph couricey Eisenbeower Libeasy

T nﬁ%liﬁuﬁ“ﬁuﬂﬁmﬂu 42 The Eisenhower Foundation © 2001



Marshall Hospital Scene in North Africa, 1942-43
Photograph #63-539-92
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Operation Torch, November 8, 1942
Photograph #63-539-22
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General Ray W. Barker Oral History, 1972

Pages 72-74: BURG: T was wondering about the assimilation of our troops in England—the results
of BOLERC. Were the English sometimes troubled by us and how we acted?

BARKER: Oh, well, of course, that's a different story. You're getting into an
new ficld. The British and the Americans—we on our part and they on their
part—made a very definite effort to see that relations would be good. 'We had
handbooks that were given to the soldiers on the ship coming over telling about
the English people, who they were, what their habits were—

BLRG: Yes.

BAERER: —and giving their background and their social customs and so on. We
had an excellent pamphlet on that, and every soldier had onc of them in his
pocket. We'd given it to them on the ship. The British prepared films to show
American roops, and they circulated a grean deal of literatire amongst their
people—their civilian population on the mater of having te live with the
Americans for a while.

BURG: Yes. Well, I thought that might—

BARKRER: Incidents arose,

BURG: Oh, yves.

BARKER: Unguestionable they would; mostly over girls—

BURG: Yes.

BARKER: —more often than anvihing else. The Amernican soldiers bad more money
to spend than the English soldiers, and it irtitated the English soldiers,

BURG: Yes. Well, 1 thought perhaps it might be along those lines that they would
occasionally call you in o find oul—

BARKER: In the earliest days before COSSAC—they talked 1o me a great deal about
i, but at COSSAC we never comcemed ourselves with that, We were working

within a different framework entirely.
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Nothing Less Than Full Victory:
e Howr of Yoir Liheration s Approaching™

. -« Humility must almays be the portion of any
man who receives acclaim earned in blood of his
Sfollmvers and sacrifices of his friends. Conceivably a
comrmarder may have been professionally superior.
He may have given everything of his heart and
mind lo meel the spiritual and physical needs of his
comrades. He may have written a chapter that will
glow forever in the pages of military history. Still,
even such a man—if he existed—would sadly face
the facts that his honors canmnol hide in his
memories the crosses marking the resting places of
the dead. They cannol soothe the anguish of the
widew or the orfhan whose husband or father will
el FelIeT.

D. Eisenhower
Cruildhall Address
June 12, 1945

% 1tH45 came to a close, the United States

faced a third yvear at war, Significant victories
had been won in the Pacific, North Afnca, and
Sicily; bitter lighting in Taly continued, Japan had
demonstrated a willingness 1o defend her newly won
empire with a frightening ferocity. On the eastern
front, the Red Army and the Russian people fought
ot [orcing German Armics over westward.,  Aa lasi,
there would be no more delaving the ultimate
showdown with Hitler on the European continent.
The Allies were confident they would win the war,
but exactly when would continue o elude them.

Flans for Operation Overlord, the invasion of
Eurape, began in earnest early in 1944 under the
commantd of the new Supreme Allied Commander,
Ceneral Dwight D, Eisenhower. More commonly
referred to as D-Day, Overlord was the largest
amphibious military operation in history, More

* Elsenhower s ey Broaedeast to ghe |:|r||'|-|1|; alf Wemiemm E||.'|'\-||11||;|
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than 150,000 men, GO0 ships, and 11,000 aircraft
were assembled w breach Hiders Adantic Wall.
Early on the morning of June 5,1944, Eisenhower
gave the order and Overdord was set in motion.
Under cover of darkness, airborme paratroopers
were dropped behind enemy lines while naval and
air firepower pounded German defenses. At 630
., on June G, 1944, the first wave of troops
stormed the beaches of Normandy, Once the
beachheads had been secured, the battle for
Mormandy began. By the end of July, German
armies were in retreat, and on August 25 Paris was
liberated. By September, Allicd armics had
reclaimed much of Western Europe and prepared
to penetrate Germany's western frontier. In
Ocrober, the Sieglried Line, the last major German
defense, collapsed, but bad weather and supply
problems slowed the Allied advance to a near
standstill,

Then, just before Christmas 1944, the Germans
surprised the Allies when they broke through their
limes i the Ardennes Forest. American soldicrs ai
the small town of Bastogne found themselves
completely surrounded. Despite ncarly impossible
oddds, they were able o survive the siege umiil
reinforcements arrived. This last desperate German
offensive, the Battle of the Bulge, lasted 1en long days.

Through 1944 and early into 1945, fighting in
the Pacilic was brutal and slow going as the
retreating Japancse mounted a defense to the
death. Allied soldiers faced deadly sniper fire and
debilitating conditions. They were weakened by the
extreme heat and humidity, and plagued with
tropical diseases and fungus infections, Every inch
of ground was gained only through remendous
effort and sacrifice.

B late 1944, United States bombers had begun
to bomb the iskands of Japan; raids on her major
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industrial cities began in carly 1945, Meanwhile,
American Marines landed on Iwo Jima. Aficr a
month of some of the bitterest fighting of the war,
the island was secured. In April, the banle lor
Okinawa began; it would not fall wo the Allies uneil
midJune. American aircraft cruisers were frequent
targets of Japanese kamikaze pilots who deliberately
crashed their planes onto the ships' decks. The
Allied submarine fleet effectively blockaded Japan's
poris and immobilized her navy. Saill, the Japanese
government refused to surrender,

As Allicd armies ground easiward across Europe
in the spring of 1445, they came face o face with
the grisly evidence of Nazi atrocities, Soldiers
discovered gruesome piles of emaciated bodies
stacked like firewood or dumped in shallow burial
pits. Few of the still-living victims of the
concentration camps had enough strength 1o stand,
let alone welcome their liberators, Those who
witnessed the horrors of places like Auschwite,
Treblinka, Buchenwald, and Dachau would never
forget them. In the end, the Nazis murdered an
estimaied 12 million people including more than G
million Jews.

In March 1945, when Allied forces captured a
key bridge across the Rhine River, the final
conquest of Germany was at hand. Russian and
American armies linked up on April 25, 1945, and
shortly therealier, the Gernman Anmy surrendered in
laly. To the consternation of Allied feld
commanders, it was decided that the Red Army
would ake Berdin, German soldiers, fearing
capture by the Red Army, fled westward woward
American and British lines w surrender. On April
0, Hitler committed suicide. One week later, on
May 7, 1945, General Eisenhower accepied
Germany’s unconditional surrender to take effect at
midnight, May 8, V-E Day.

In July 1945, The Big Three met in Potsdam
mvear Berlin, President Rooseveli had died on April
12 and Vice-President Harry 5. Truman had
assumed the presidency. An atomic bomb had just
heen successiully detonated and was now a viable
weapon to end the war with Japan. The Allies
issued an ultimatom to Japan directly from the

T N R A S

conlerence: surrender now or face certain and
absolute annihilation. When Japanese leaders
ignored the warning, Trouman, without hesitation or
regret, made the decision w0 use the bomb o bring
a swift end to the war.

On August 6, 1945, a B-29 bomber, the Encle
Cray, dropped an atomic bomb named “Liule Boy™
on Hiroshima, Japan, resulting in 70,000 deaths and
injuring as many more. On August 8, the Soviet
Union declared war on _Japan and invaded
Manchuria. The next day, 2 second bomb, “Fat
Man,” was dropped by another B-29, Greal Ariist, on
the Japancse city of Nagasaki. An cstimated 100,000
civilians were killed or injured. Japanese leaders
surrendered unrnndiiimmll}l on August 15, 1945,
V] Day. On September 2, 1945, surrender
documents were signed aboard the Misourn in
Tokyo Bay. It was [inally aver; the war had been won
but at a terrible cost.

Waorld War Il ended in apocalyptic destruction.
The exact number of deaths is incaleulable, hu
estimates min as high as 55 million, including the
victims of the Holocawst, The Soviet Union lost 20
million people alone. An estimated 290,000
American soldiers were killed in the war, and an
additional 670,000 were wounded. Millions of
civilians were uprooted and displaced at war's end;
many of them would surdve the war only to die
soon alter. Western Europe was in shambles, and
whole cites in Germany and Japan had been nearly
leveled, Wordd War 11 had been, in every respect,
total war,

Arwar’s end, the United States was the mightiest
military power on the face of the carth and the
Sewiet Union was now the dominant nation of
Eurape. Growing conflict between the emerging
“Superpowers” would dominate international
relations for the second hall of the twenticth
century. The hope for a peaceful and secure world
for which so many had sactificed so much in World
War 11 would remain tragically illusive.
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER: 1944—1945
NOTHING LESS THAN FULL VICTORY

or the new Supreme Allicd Commander, the

last two vears of the war would be his most
challenging ver. Eisenhower would oversee the
gargantuan plan for the invasion of Europe: the
largest air, sea, and land assault in history. He
would be the one o give the ultimate order that he
knew would send thousands of young men to their
deaths. And, despite a top-notch staff and talented
commanders, it would be he alone whe would have
to shoulder the crushing respomsibility of decision
making.

On January 2, 1944, Tke arrived in Washington,
D.C. General Marshall had ordered him to rest
before beginning the planning for Operation
Overlord. The trip was hardly relaxing. Tke met
with General Marshall and President Roosevelt. He
and Mamie paid a hurried visit to John at West
Point and then spent a few days alone wogether. He
even managed to make a quick trip home to Kansas.
But, when he arrived in London two weeks later, it
was a great relief. Finally, he could get to work!

Ike threw himsell and his staff o planning the
Allied invasion of France. Hitler had had [our years
to fornfy the French coast, and predictions of Allied
casualties were high. But Ike and his commanders
grew steadily more confident that spring.  Allied
bombing was having an impact in the West and the
Ked Army steadily gained ground in the East.

As D-Day approached, [ke was bone weary and
under extreme siress. [t showed. He sulfered from
headaches, high blood pressure, insomnia, and
ringing in his ears. Consequently, he often fel;
nrritable and anxious and was tired much of the
time, Even so, he had no choice but 1o push on.

On June 1, ke moved his command post from
Landon to Portsmouth, where he lived in a tny
trailer that he christened “my circus wagon.” 11 was
hiere that he gave the goahead for a June 5 landing
which was called back due to bad weather. ITke's
meteorologist forecast a brief window of clear
weather for June 6. Sensing that it was now or
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never, in the early moming of June 5, Tke gave the

arder, “OK, let’s go.”

ke tried to relax. He played checkers, met with
a reporter, and wrote a message making fll
responsibility in case Overlord should fail. He also
visited with paratroopers of the 101* Airbome
Divisicon as they were preparing (o board C-47s,
Returming to his trailer—unable 1o sleep—he
smoked, drank black coffee, and read westerns, He
had launched the mighticst military campaign
known to mankind; nothing could stop it now.

By late cvening, June 6, it was clear tha
Overlord had succecded. The Allies had put more
than 150,000 men ashore, and the beachheads were
litteresd with Allicd tanks and artillery, In bate July
the Allies would finally achieve a “breakout™ in
Normandy and, by August 25, Paris would be
liberated. The Allies advanced castward through
the autumn of 1944. Bin hopes 1o end the war
before Christmas were dashed when bad weather set
in. And, on December 16, as Tke was promoted 1o
the new fivestar rank of General of the Army, the
Germans launched a final auack: the Baule of the
Bulge.

The Allied offensive would pick up again in
carly spring 1945. In mid-April, ke inspecied a
concentration camp near Gotha, Germany. He was
visibly shaken by the horrors he witnessed there.
Immediately, he summoned reporters and
congressional representatives from the United
States; he believed firmly that history must have an
accurate and permanent record of these
unspeakable atrocities,

By early March, the collapse of the Third Reich
was imminent. Just before 3:00 am., on May 7,
1945, a weary FEisenhower accepled the Genman
unconditional surrender. Someone on [ke's stafl
opened a bottle of champagne in a halfhearted
attempt lo celebrate but it was flat. Exhausted,
evervone went o bed.

The first months afier the German surrender
were incredibly busy for [ke. Unending paperwork,
a flood of congratnlations, and mountains of
correspondence threatened o bury him.,
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Invitations arrived daily, but he could accept only a
few, among them victory celebrations in London,
Washington, New York, and his beloved hometown
of Abilene.

Upon returning 1o Europe, one of Ike’s most
pressing problems was to find a way wo feed 5.5
million hungry people. OF particular concern was
the plight of displaced persons, especially the Jews,
There was lintle food and clothing, and refuoges
camps were filthy and crowded. In August 1945, Tke
visited the Soviet Union. While there, the first
atomic bomb was dropped, and. as he left Moscow,
thie war in the Pacific came 1o an end.

In the Gall of 1945, General Marshall was
stepping down as Chief of Staflf and President
Truman wanted Eisenhower for the job. Tke was not
enthusiastic, but agreed to serve for two vears. He
was now 55 years old and had done his duty for
A6 years; what he really wanted most was a long rest.

Mamie was still living in Washington and John
was finishing the semester at West Point when Tke
had been named commander of Overlord i
December 1943, On orders from General Marshall,
ke made a seeret wip home to see his family. John
Felr that his father was much the same except that
he was preoccupied. lke and Mamie spent a few
quiet days wogether, but the adjustment from
wartime to family life was awkward for both of them.
Ike traveled to Manhattan, Kansas, for a one-day
Eisenhower reunion but found it impossible to
relax, Overlord and what lay ahead weighed heavily
on him.

To ease her loneliness after [ke lefi, Mamie
Joined her parents in San Antonio for the rest of the
winter. It was a painful time for her as she tried w0
adjust to losing her hushand vet again. She knew
that she was in the public eve, so Mamie did her
best to deal with her unhappiness privately.

A breakfast on his graduation day, June 6, 1944,
John learned that the invasion of Europe was in
progress, Mamie was awakened by a phone call
from a reporter asking her about the Normandy
landings. For security reasons, she had been wold
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nothing. All day long, John and Mamie were the
focus of reporters and flashing cameras.

Following graduation, John visited his father for
three weeks. He enjoved a front row seat to history
in the making. On June 15, John traveled with his
father to Normandy. Soldiers recogmizing the
Supreme Commander waved and hollered a heany
“Hi, Tke!™ John begged his father to let him stay in
Europe, but lke explained that it would not be right
Lo give his son special treatment.

Jahn returned home to train at Infantry School
al Fort Benning, Georgia. When he graduated in
October 1944, Second Lientenant John 5. 1.
Eisenhower was assigned to a rifle platoon bound
for France., When Mamie found out, she was
frantic. It was only natural that she would appeal to
her hushand 1o “do something,” but he would not
interfere. Because of the risk that John might fall
into enemy hands and the eventoal effect this might
have on Ike's performance, General Omar Bradley
reassigned him 1o a less dangerous derail.

When Ike retarned home for a number of
victony celebrations in June 1945, Mamie was there
to greet him. He had hoped that she might
accompany him back 1w Europe, burt as General
Marshall explained, it would not be [air 1o other
servicemen who could not have their wives with them,

Ike assumed his new duty as Army Chicl of Stalt
at the War Department in November 1945, He had
promiscd himself and Mamie that this would be his
last assignment. Soon they would have the rest of
their lives to spend together in quict retirement. In
reality, that time was still fifteen years in the fuwre,

Recommended Readings from Al Euee: Stootes I TR to
Friends; 2672935, 2079303, 307-314, 388-390.
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SUE SARAFIAN JEHL Oral History, 1991

Page 6-7: MRS. JEHL: ... But anyway, I think it was December of '43 that he [Eisenhower]
went ta the Advance Command Post, which was i Amilear, and i was close o Tums,
And he wok me with him this time. He wok wrns taking Chick, Nana Rae, or me.
And this time he wok me. It was when Roosevelt and Winston Chuarchill had a
conference and 1 forgot which conference it was.

x Tcheran?

MRS, JEHL: Teheran, I believe. And they decided that Eisenhower was gaing to be
supreme Allied Commander, Churchill got sick, the General had an office in this
house and then his home where he was living was about three blocks away and it was
white brick and we called it "the litile white house™ where he lived. And [ lived in a
liwle camper right next to the office, all by mysell. 1 was in the office, the General was
in the office, and Captain Butcher came in and he said, “Look at this cable.” And we
looked at i, and it was informing the General that he was going to be Supreme Allied
Commander, 5o, of course, he was very happy over that and we flew back to Algiers and
started getting ready 1o move to England. And we moved to England almost a year
after we had arrived in Algiers. And he ook the three WAAC seoretanies, Pearlic and
Ray, those are all women, and then his house boys. We all went o England in his B-17.
And the war was still going on and I remember how cold we were on that airplane
because they had to have, what do you call the, open so the gunners could have their
FUTS ouL?

o Waist punners?

MRS, JEHL: Waist gunners, yes. [ remember my feet got like pieces of solid ice,

The General was in Washington and so [ found a pair of furdined boots that said “Ike”
an them and [ put them on and wore them all the way across the ocean o keep my feet
warm. And when we got to London we were there six months and there were a lot off

air raids going on, you know, we worked and there were a lot of air raids going on, o

know, we worked in the Grosvenor House, [ guess that was the headguarters there, We

were there about six months and then we moved to Bushey Park and our offices were in

a camoullage thing where it looked like 2 little hill in this big park and we lived in

nissen huts. And then . . .
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x  Ouonset hus?
MRS, JEHL: Quonset huts, yes. And then we moved to Portsmouth and lived in tents

in Portsmouth and our oflices were in trailers and the General lived in a wailer,

Page 14-15: L When you ok a double-spaced draft back in to the boss | Eisenhower| then would
vou just leave it with him and then he marked it up and sent it back out?

MES, JEHL: Marked it up and sent it back out tous and his handwriting was
atrocious, wrribly hard to read. B, of course, alter a while we got used o iand
were able 1o read it

¥ He was poted for his editing, [ mean, as a president, so | imagine thar. . ..

MRS, JEHL: He was wonderful. And anvbody who sayvs he had ghostwriters while
he was overseas is sadly mistaken, He wrote all his own speeches, evenvthing, Very
articulate, he was really one of the most imtelligent people F've ever met in my life, And
when he knew he was coming back for the vicwory parade, he typed up has speech, his
address 1o the Joint Session of Congress, and sent it to General Marshall for approval.
General Marshall didn't like some of the things the General had said. 5o General
Marshall wrote a speech and sent it back o the boss and said, *This is the speech you're
going to make,” And the boss said, "Like hell Tam.” And he wouldn’t do it That's why
T'was caught taking that dictation all the way across the ocean, becanse he was
determined he was not going to make General Marshall's speech. Tle was gpoing 1o

write his own and he dicd.

Page 38-3% € Well, then, in retrospect, I'm wondering what you might think of Eisenhower at
that tme. . .. Asan individual? What were his attributes . . ..

MRS, JEHL: He was intelligent, honorable, a wonderful simategist. And yet knew how o
getalong with everybody, And it was a hard position for him because he had the
French and the British. And Montgomery was a thorn in our sides. He fought the
Ceeneral all the way and the General would get so upset over it, but never 1o his face, he
was very diplomatic, very diplomatic. He was a brilliant man and [ think there wasn'i
anyone clse who could have been the Supreme Commander, except him. Montgomery
would never had made it, he would have had wars between the French and the

Americans and the British,
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In Case of Failure Message, July 5, 1944*

*Eisenhower :'l'li.-.la]-.l.'u]}' wi 1:|I|.'_I|:||.1_.r.:': instesacl of e correci duie, Jroweer T, 1R,
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Order of the Day, June 6, 1944

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force!

You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward
i ﬁnhmhwuﬁvmtm many months, T}mﬂ]z::uf
: - world are upon The hopes and pra of rty-

people tverqu:mmh with . In com with

m Allies and brothers-in-arms }l::nutl'r:r FWI:;r

you will bring about the destruction of the German war

machine, the elimination of MNazi t y over the oppressed

pmgdlu of Europe, and sccurity ourselves in 2 free

world.

Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well
trained, well equipped and battle-hardened. He will
fight savagely. ;

But this is the year 1944 ! Much has ha gince the
Mazi triumphs of 1940-41. The United Nations have in-
flicted upon the Germans great defeats, in open battle,
man-to-man. Our air offensive has seriously reduced
their strength in the air and their capacity to wage
war mh;ht ground. Our Home Fronts have given us an
overwhelming superiority in w ns and mumtions of

war, and placed at our diu-pnulﬂl;;:ut reserves of trained :
fighting men. The tide has turned | The free men of the 1
world are marching together to Victory !

I have full confidence in oou devotion to dut
and skill in battle. W:wx;lmlmtpt“ﬁthinghuthm : F
full Victory ! 5
Good Luck | ﬁrﬂlﬂull“bﬂ-bﬂhtheblnﬂnﬂufﬂ- ,
mighty God upon this great and noble undertaking.

A w3 40 b b

T

Decement cousrtesy Escnhower Library
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Sewing an American Flag, July 7 1944
Photograph #65-345

e

Phestegrraph couriesy Eisendwaver Ly

Young French Girl Sewing a Handmade American Flag

iﬁrlnﬁm{hv:#ﬁwﬁilxm 54 The Eisenhower Foundation



Concentration Camp at Gotha, Germany, April 12, 1945
Photograph #86-12-3

Flectograph counen Enenhoser Libeuy
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D-Day, Operation Overlord, June 6, 1944
Photograph #85-6-5

Photopra ph cousrtesy Flsrathower | brary
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American Presidents: Life Portraits: htps/ /S www.americanpresidents org/

Eisenhower Birthplace State Historic Park: wwmmg{

Eisenhower National Historie Site: hitp:./ S www nps.gov/ cise/
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