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nacertained, is pullorized fo provide requesied deta on bohall of the
asiablishment. Tha latter teansmiiting the request explains the uses 1o
be made of the data. When CDC stalf then raceives the requested
date feom the establistunant, s interpreled o mean thot the estab-
listunent has by implication eonsented 1o thosa uses of which it has
been informed

The statement of assuranees |5 that set of information given to any in-
dividual ar sstablishment asked to provids infermation fo COC, I8 muostin-
clude a3 a minimurm:

1. The legal suthorzationls] Tor soliciting the data;

2. The purposes and yses for which tha data are being collected,

A, The valuntary or mandolory naturs of tho response;

4. The conseguances Lo the respondent Tor Falling to provide any part
ol the requested data, snd when confidantialily  os been
aulthorized:

&

[Wilh tha axcaption of savers! regulatory and arant requiremenlts,
COC s direct requests for data gre alt yolumtary, and there are ap
elfects upen the establishment or individual for failing to respond )

The slatement of assurances may be contzined in & letter or brochurp
handed or mailed 1o 2 respondent so 1that he receives it befare providing
the information. It also may be includad, uswally in abbreviated form, on
the survey schaduls or questionnaire sell. The statament is Included in
any conbraclt drawn up 1o oblpin information aboul ndividugls or
ealablishments, The statement may be given orally 1o 8 respondent, bul
it also must be provided in siitten Torm to be rolained by the respondant.
The sole exceplion W this requiranent is ot if o self-administered ques-
tisnnaire is used, the stelement may be made part of the gquestionnaire,
and no separate copy need be given to the respondant

The assurance of confidentiality is (o be Tound in the statement of
assurances. The assurance of confidentialily includes those parls of the

statament which relale dieectly 1o the promise of confidentizlity; these
are:

1. An explanalion of the purposes for which the infermaetion is being
cellected;

20 deserption of the uses 1o bo mads of the infarmation; and

3. A guaranies that COC will peither make nar permit ethers (o make
any olher uses af (he infermalion

This assurance ol confidentinlity, then, constitisies 1he guarantes given
to the dats supplier tha L COC will imil itz uses of 1he data to (hose speci-
find in writing 1o fha respondant and thai COC will actively protact the in-
formalion from any other uses

5.4 guarentes that COC will prolect the dota sgainet oiher uses,

2. BACKGROUND

Since its ingeption, COC has worked diligently to maintain the conlidanti-
ality of {is records. All necessory and apprepriale steps must be taken io
assure that COC's recosd Tor protecting confidentiality will continuee

While it s a matter of principle for COC te maintain the confidentiolity of
records, a set of lws sxists which requires and/or permits COC to do se

2.1 Section 308{d] of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
242m)
Mhls sectivn provides the basic legal requirements Toe prafecling COC's
records, (b raads in part:

Mo information, I an establishmant or person supplying the informetion or
deserited in it s ldentifinbile, obtained in the course of acthvities undertaken
or suppartad undar Saction 304, 306, 306, 307, or 308 may be used Tor
any purpoaa other han the purpose for which [t was supplied unloss such
establishment or person has consanted [as determinad urdm rogulations
of the Secmtary] o lte s for such ether purpose; and [1] 6 1he casa of n-
formation obtained In the course of haplth stetistical activities under Sec-
tion 304 or 306, such inlormation may et be published or relpased in
alher Tarm §f the particubar establishment or persan suppiylieg the informa-
tion or describad in It 1o [dantiTiablo unless sueh astablishmant or poreon
has consented {ss delermined under reguistions of the Secretary] 1o 15
publication or relogse in other form .

Tha feliowing aulharitias under Title [l of {he Public Health Sarvice Acl,
as amended, were delegated by the Direcior, Mational Center Tor Healih
Stalistics (NCHS), to the Directon, CDC, as thay perlain to the functional ro-
spansibilitias assigned to CDC;

Sectlan 304 of the Public Health Service Act 42 WLS.C. 247h), as
amended —General Aunthority Respecting Aesearch, Evaluations, and
Demaonstretions in Health Stalistics, Health Services and Health Care
Technology autherizes COC to collect information thiough health statis-
ticel or epidemiological activities, where such activities of COC are not
duplicative of other activities af the Department, and when the Girector,
COC, delarmines that the aulhority o give assurencas of confidentialily
hased upon Section 3081l is necessary for the successful conduct of
thase statistical and epidemiological activities.

Sectlon 306 of the Public Health Service Act (42 US.C. 242k, as
amendad —MCHE autharizes COC to collect information through henlth
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