Office of Human Development Services, HHS

Subpart C—Head Start Program
Options

§1306.30 Provisions of comprehensive
child development services.

(a) All Head Start grantees must pro-
vide comprehensive child development
services, as defined in the Head Start
Performance Standards.

(b) All Head Start grantees must pro-
vide classroom or group socialization
activities for the child as well as home
visits to the parents. The major pur-
pose of the classroom or socialization
activities is to help meet the child’s
development needs and to foster the
child’s social competence. The major
purpose of the home visits is to en-
hance the parental role in the growth
and development of the child.

(c) The facilities used by Early Head
Start and Head Start grantee and dele-
gate agencies for regularly scheduled
center-based and combination program
option classroom activities or home-
based group socialization activities
must comply with State and local re-
quirements concerning licensing. In
cases where these licensing standards
are less comprehensive or less strin-
gent than the Head Start regulations,
or where no State or local licensing
standards are applicable, grantee and
delegate agencies are required to as-
sure that their facilities are in compli-
ance with the Head Start Program Per-
formance Standards related to health
and safety as found in 45 CFR 1304.53(a),
Physical environment and facilities.

(d) All grantees must identify, secure
and use community resources in the
provision of services to Head Start
children and their families prior to
using Head Start funds for these serv-
ices.

[67 FR 58092, Dec. 8, 1992, as amended at 61
FR 57226, Nov. 5, 1996; 63 FR 2314, Jan. 15,
1998]

§1306.31 Choosing a Head Start pro-
gram option.

(a) Grantees may choose to imple-
ment one or more than one of three
program options: a center-based op-
tion, a home-based program option or a
combination program option.

(b) The program option chosen must
meet the needs of the children and fam-
ilies as indicated by the community

§1306.32

needs assessment conducted by the
grantee.

(c) When assigning children to a par-
ticular program option, Head Start
grantees that operate more than one
program option must consider such fac-
tors as the child’s age, developmental
level, disabilities, health or learning
problems, previous preschool experi-
ences and family situation. Grantees
must also consider parents’ concerns
and wishes prior to making final as-
signments.

§1306.32 Center-based program
tion.

op-

(a) Class size. (1) Head Start classes
must be staffed by a teacher and an
aide or two teachers and, whenever
possible, a volunteer.

(2) Grantees must determine their
class size based on the predominant age
of the children who will participate in
the class and whether or not a center-
based double session variation is being
implemented.

(3) For classes serving predominantly
four or five-year-old children, the aver-
age class size of that group of classes
must be between 17 and 20 children,
with no more than 20 children enrolled
in any one class.

(4) When double session classes serve
predominantly four or five-year-old-
children, the average class size of that
group of classes must be between 15
and 17 children. A double session class
for four or five-year old children may
have no more than 17 children enrolled.
(See paragraph (c) of this section for
other requirements regarding the dou-
ble session variation.)

(5) For classes serving predominantly
three-year-old children, the average
class size of that group of classes must
be between 15 and 17 children, with no
more than 17 children enrolled in any
one class.

(6) When double session classes serve
predominantly three-year-old children,
the average class size of that group of
classes must be between 13 and 15 chil-
dren. A double session class for three-
year-old children may have no more
than 15 children enrolled. (See para-
graph (c) of this section for other re-
quirements regarding the double ses-
sion variation.)
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