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Wage and Hour Division, Labor § 780.3 

wage or overtime pay requirements, or 
both, when employed in agriculture or 
in certain related activities or in cer-
tain operations with respect to agricul-
tural or horticultural commodities. 

§ 780.1 General scope of the Act. 
The Fair Labor Standards Act is a 

Federal statute of general application 
which establishes minimum wage, 
overtime pay, equal pay, and child 
labor requirements that apply as pro-
vided in the Act. These requirements 
are applicable, except where exemp-
tions are provided, to employees in 
those workweeks when they are en-
gaged in interstate or foreign com-
merce or in the production of goods for 
such commerce or are employed in en-
terprises so engaged within the mean-
ing of definitions set forth in the Act. 
Employers having such employees are 
required to comply with the Act’s pro-
visions in this regard unless relieved 
therefrom by some exemption in the 
Act, and with specified recordkeeping 
requirements contained in part 516 of 
this chapter. The law authorizes the 
Department of Labor to investigate for 
compliance and, in the event of viola-
tions, to supervise the payment of un-
paid minimum wages or unpaid over-
time compensation owing to any em-
ployee. The law also provides for en-
forcement in the courts. 

§ 780.2 Exemptions from Act’s require-
ments. 

The Act provides a number of specific 
exemptions from the general require-
ments described in § 780.1. Some are ex-
emptions from the overtime provisions 
only. Others are from the child labor 
provisions only. Several are exemp-
tions from both the minimum wage and 
the overtime requirements of the Act. 
Finally, there are some exemptions 
from all three—minimum wage, over-
time pay, and child labor requirements. 
An employer who claims an exemption 
under the Act has the burden of show-
ing that it applies (Walling v. General 
Industries Co., 330 U.S. 545; Mitchell v. 
Kentucky Finance Co., 359 U.S. 290). 
Conditions specified in the language of 
the Act are ‘‘explicit prerequisites to 
exemption’’ (Arnold v. Kanowsky, 361 
U.S. 388). ‘‘The details with which the 
exemptions in this Act have been made 

preclude their enlargement by implica-
tion’’ and ‘‘no matter how broad the 
exemption, it is meant to apply only 
to’’ the specified activities (Addison v. 
Holly Hill, 322 U.S. 607; Maneja v. 
Waialua, 349 U.S. 254). Exemptions pro-
vided in the Act ‘‘are to be narrowly 
construed against the employer seek-
ing to assert them’’ and their applica-
tion limited to those who come ‘‘plain-
ly and unmistakably within their 
terms and spirit’’ (Phillips v. Walling, 
334 U.S. 490; Mitchell v. Kentucky Fi-
nance Co., 359 U.S. 290; Arnold v. 
Kanowsky, 361 U.S. 388). 

§ 780.3 Exemptions discussed in this 
part. 

(a) The specific exemptions which the 
Act provides for employment in agri-
culture and in certain operations more 
or less closely connected with the agri-
cultural industry are discussed in this 
part 780. These exemptions differ sub-
stantially in their terms, scope, and 
methods of application. Each of them 
is therefore separately considered in a 
subpart of this part which, together 
with this subpart A, constitutes the of-
ficial interpretative bulletin of the De-
partment of Labor with respect to that 
exemption. Exemptions from minimum 
wages and overtime pay and the sub-
parts in which they are considered in-
clude the section 13(a)(6) exemptions 
for employees on small farms, family 
members, local hand harvest laborers, 
migrant hand harvest workers under 
16, and range production employees dis-
cussed in subpart D of this part, and 
the section 13(a)(14) exemption for agri-
cultural employees processing shade- 
grown tobacco discussed in subpart F 
of this part. 

(b) Exemptions from the overtime 
pay provisions and the subparts in 
which these exemptions are discussed 
include the section 13(b)(12) exemption 
(agriculture and irrigation) discussed 
in subpart E of this part, the section 
13(b)(13) exemption (agriculture and 
livestock auction operations) discussed 
in subpart G of this part, the section 
13(b)(14) exemption (country elevators) 
discussed in subpart H of this part, the 
section 13(b)(15) exemption (cotton gin-
ning and sugar processing) discussed in 
subpart I of this part, and the section 
13(b)(16) exemption (fruit and vegetable 
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