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AGREEMENT NO.

COOPERATIVE FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT

BETh'EEN

OftEAT LP$ES FOREST FIRE PROTECTION COMPACT

AND

FOREST SERVICE. UNTIED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

42- 579

****.**ff**

np:S AGREEMENT. made and entered into by and between the Forest Service, United

States Department of Al:l'iculture, acting through the Director of the Northeastern

Area, Sta;te ,andPr'iva,t!i Forestry, 370 Reed Roa<!, Broom~l, PennS:.'lvania. 19008

(Forest. Service) • .Jid the Great Lak~ Forest Fire Prot~~tion CbiDpact. acting

through the Compact Cha{rperson. '(Compact). under the provisions' or Section 7 of

the Cooperative Forestry Ass,istance Act of 1978; Public Law 95-313. (16 U.S,C.

'2106): Fedaral Prol"'rty ""d Administrative'Service Act of 1949. as amended (40

U.s.C. 483~490); and the Department of Agricult~ Organic Act of 1944. as amended

(16 U.S.C. S80a).

WIl'EREA~;. the purpose. of the Compact is to promote.'effective presuppression.

prev~tion and 's~ppiession ~r 'roi:est £'ires in the north central area of the Upited

.' :

,states end perform common services deemed desirable, and providing ror mutua! aid

in suppressing rarest fires among the ,states of the area; ""d
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WHEREAS, the Forest Service is p,arged to cooperativ~ with State Foresters or

equivalent State Officers, 'and through them other agencies in developing systems

and methods; providing financiai. technical. and related assistance; cooperate in

organizing, training and equipping local fire fighting forces for prevention,

control, suppression, and prescribed use or fires on rural lands to protect human

life, agriculture crops. livestock, property. and natural resources on non-FeJe"al

Forest Lands and other non-Federal Lands.

NOW, THEllEFOilE, in consideration of the \lbove. the parties mutually /lgree as

follows:

"

j
t
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A. WE COMPACT AGREES TO:

1. Provide. Compact persQnn~ to participate in National, Area and

Compact'Tr~~gsessions as trairtees'and,inStrU,ctors'when
,"' ..

2.

3.

available.

~courage member states to'maintain an effective forest fire

prevention program by eXchanging ideas and information in fire

prevention. werking on and coordinating fi~ prevention in the

Compact are~. and developing and ;j.mp";'vi!ig'the fire prevention

programs of the member states and the Compact.

Encour8,ge m¢mber states to,proVide an effective forest fire training. '. ., . ", .

program by $haring ihformati9n. sharing and exch;""'e' fire t':aining

resources and iAst~ctors. id.intify specIfic tir~ trainin~ needS,
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and develQpfng a plan tQ implement priQdty needs.

'4. DevelQp regional (state) and Compact forest fire plans. assist

member stetes and the Compact in' determining operational needs. and
, ,

develop a work plan to meet the priority needs.

2.
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5· Conduct the necessary, business to provide direction for Compact

affairs through, two meetings annually, of the Board and at least

one meeting of each of the committees.

!
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r

i
6. Furnish the Forest Se4Vice any repcrts on Compact activities,

accomplishments, or exercises which are of Area arid lor National

interest ..

7. Work for' which cooperative funding if d~ired Will, be presented

annually iIi training plans. work plans and 'implementation schedules.

I,
1,

B. TIlE FOREST SERVICE SHALL:

1. Keep the Compact informed of Advance Fire Trainin~ "'v~lable at the

Area ,or Natii:mal ;level.' prqvi(j.e il commetrSUj;'ate number of slots, and

,
"
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activity.

conductirig ,the bUSineSS of the Compact as a national interest

instructorS deSignated' to P!!I'ticipate lis a national iilterest
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activity.
,

Publish and distribute any repcrts that are dete~ed to be in the

provide f'inandal assistance to' cover 'cost rif ~e trainees ilIid
<

2.' Provide' financia1 assistanc'i' to' cover travel. per'diem, and. in some

cases, salary costs of CoJilpact ~rSonnel to implement the work plans

and implementation s&edules referred to, in A.1.

3. Provid.e flpai1C:ial assistance as agreed to anrtua1lyto cove~ travel,

per diem, mid related 'E!/Ci>enses of the BOard' and their coJnDiittees in. , '., . - . ':;". . ". - ,- -._"

4.

national interest.
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C. IT IS MqTUALLY ·AGREED BETWEEN TIlE PARTIES TIlAT:

1. This agreement is effective when accepted by both parties and will

remain in effect until such party takes action to withdraw there

from. Such action shall not be effective until s.~ty (60) days
.-,

notice to the other in writing.

2. No member or Delegate to Congress, or Resident Commissioner, shall

be adJiutted tp·any share fir part of this agreement, or to any

be;;efit that may ar:l,se therefrom, but, this provision shill not be

construed to extend to this agreement .if made with a corporation for

its general benefit.

3. Nothing herein shall bec.ons.trued llS ob:Ligipg the parti~ to ex\;end
.~- . ':.'

funds' or involve them· in any contract !i>r other obligation fqr the
~ . - ..' "

.dfL~
MICHAEL T. RAINS

BY:

future payment of moneys in excess of apP1X>priationS autho!;'iZed by

law and adminis~rativelYailocated for this' work.

Exhibits A and B are attached .and Diade part of Wi; agreement in

these exhibits, "Contractor~ lIleBnS "Compact"; ·Contracting Office·

and ·Contractor Agency· means

~
.

~, ...

TITLE:

DATE:

'.

AREA .DIRECTOR

4.

"".

TIM:

DATE:

COMPACT. CHAIRPERSON



THE GREAT LAKES FOREST FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT is entered into by and between the State and Provincial Forest Fire
Protection Agencies signatory hereto, hereinaft~r referred to as I'Memhers. It

FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION OF the following tems and conditions. the contracting Members
solemnly agree;

Article I
i

1.1 The purpose of this Agreement is to promote effective prevention, presuppression
and control of forest fires in the Great Lakes Region of the United States and
adjacent areas of Canada by the Members thus providing for mutual aid in preven­
don, presuppreSsion ~Ild control of forest f·ires among the Members' i1-I\!'I .. for'
procedures ~at will facilitate such aid. and by' the establishment of a Boa,d to
coordinate the- services of the .Members and perform sut;h COlIIIlIon services as· they
deeIl\ desirable.

Article II

2.1 This Agreement.shall become effective for those Members ratifYMlg it whenev~r llIlY
twoot" mote of. the Members, the .States ot )fichigan, Minnesota imd \{isconsinot·
the Province~f Onta;'io. 'b~ve ratified it•.

Any State or ProviriCe'not mentioned i ll thls 'Article which is contiguous to llIlY'
Member .may gecome a party to this Agreement subject to unanimOus' approval of the.
BOlird of the Members.

Article III
'." , .-:-.. , -.-:-- - .

3.1' Each" M';"ber' joining. in thiS Ag,eement· shall appoint 0,.0. representatives' to 'I".
board hereby designated as the Great Lakes P",est Fire ProtectiC;>i1 Board. One
shall be the senior forest fi're stipetvi!<or or officer holding an ,eqUivalent
position respollS-ible for the. 'forest fj,recontrol. in ·the State or Pr"vince•. TIJ,e
second representative .shaU be another' employee of each forest f;i,re pt"otecti"D

.. organization. fhe' State Forester' or equivalent shall. bean ex-offici<i;Hember•.
This Boar~ .~!ijU1 ~. a 'bod~ corporate idtli pOwers. and,'duties s~t for~,h~>ein.::· .

Arti';;!e IV

4.1 .It ~hall be the duty of the BOard' of .Kembiat:sto determine from tiJne to time su!;.h
metho~.· pra.;:fic!!S; ..cireumsb!ncei;. and condftions as may ..befqund·~or .l!nh;meUig
the'preyention~"j;iresu:ppr~$ic:in8nd co.ntrql of fore:s't'firesin the area·comprlSfug.
the H;embers' territory. to coordiriate thii plans and the worl( of' theapl!roprt~te
agencies of the He.wers and to coordinate the rei1de'd,ng of aid by the Hember" to
eacb other in f:lghti!igforest fires,' . . . '. .

4.2 The Board of M.,ii;bers ~haIi develop ':'oo~ati;';eprogram phns for tlie: ar~ covere4
by this Agreement..' .

Th-~Bo,,~~o;.~~~~gt~E;;i ~t~coiisuitwith~d lidvisethe a~pr~~riat~';d:~bl~~~ "..
·#ad.veagenc~!S:;:~f. t¥~:',~~~!=<s'.;vP:.J:Cf::!1~!!';<l:'~~rty to this~:Agre~t;i:~j;¥,~fDg~~ ,'-/
pro~lems vith·. ,the' p.r~vention;·"prestippresS1on·andcontrol'''of, forest ,··f1.X:~P!'1.1j~i;" ... .<i~·
reco!iimerid tile. adoption of 'stich actions 'as deemed advisable. .. ·c'.'':'; "c

~.' . ~ .

.. \ •.":.;:. ~~:>:',.~.."., '., ~': ....: . :':""c' ..;. . '. : ... : ..': ••,...•",.".,:. '::.'~, , .•:.•,:;·{.:~.~b~~.h.:~-.:..;.'.•~,~,·.' .: ..:. .
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1~e Bo~rd of Members shall have the power to recommend to the signatory Members
any and all measures that will help in the prevention~ presuppression and control
of forest fires.

Article V

5.1 The Board of Members shall biennially elect from its Members a chairperson and
vice chairperson. The Board shall appoint such officers or employees necessary
to put the provisions of this Agreement into effect and shall fix and determine
their duties and qualifications. The Board shall adopt such bylaws for the

" conduct of its business and may meet at any time or place but agree to meet at
least once each calendar year.

5.2 A majority of the Board of Members shall constitute a,quorum for the transaction
ot; its general business. Motions of Members present shall be carried by a sL;
majority eJCl'ept as' stated in A,rticle' II. No action of the Board imposing any
obligation on any signatory Member shall be binding unless an official on the
Board from such signatory Member State or Province has voted' in 'favor thereof.

Article VI

6.1 Whenever a Member requests aid froJ1l any other Member in controlling or preventing
forest 'fires. the Member agrees to r~der ail possible'aid to the requesting'
Member which is consonant with the matntenanceof prot¢ctio~ at'hoJ1le;' '

Article VII

Whenever the forces of any Member a~e aiding a'nother Me<pOOr UIider th,is Agreement, "
the employees of such Member shall operate under the direction of the officers
of the Member to which they~re rendering aid and be considered agents of the
Member they are rendering aid to and. therefore. have the same privilell'es and
immimities as comparable ~loyees of the Member to whi~ they ar~ rendering aid.

7.2

7.3

7.4

No Member ,or its officers oreJ1lPloyees: rendering aid witldn anothilr Statear
Province pursuant ,to th,is A,gro;<ement shall be liable ,on account ,of any act or
omission on the part' ot such' forces wh'ile so', engaged, or on accotlnt cJf' tho;<
maihtenance or use of any I'quipinent,' or ~pplieS ,in coiinectioD'tI1":rewitit to the
extent ailthorizedby the lavs of ,the Member receiving the assis~ce. The receiv­
ing Kember, to the extent,authorize.4 by the laws of i:!ie State oX: 'Provine", air,ees'
,to indemnify arid save-harmless the assisting Member from any such liability:. . .'

Any Member rendering outside ,aid pursuant, to this ~g'eeJI1ent shall be reimbursed
by the Member receivinlf.,such, aid fo.any loss or damag,e to, or ~pense ihcu,cieci
in the' operation, ,of any equipment and for the cost of all mateda:ls;tratisi>.orta­
tion,' wages. salaries an4maintenance of personnel and equipinent incurred" in
connection with such request' ,iIi accordance with the provis'ioil,s 'of the previous
section, Nothing contained herein sliaJ;l prevent any assisting 'Member from asSUlli­
ing such loss, damage, expense or other cost or frO"1- ;loaning such equiPment or
from donati:tig such services to the receiving Kember without 'c,hax:ge llr cost.

, , ,

For purposes of this Agreement, personnel shall be considered ~loyees of· each
, sending Kember for the pay."ent of compensation to injured employees and deatl!

benefits 'to the represen~ti~es of deceased 'CJ1!Ployees injured or kilied'while
rendering aid to another Member pursuant to this' Agreement.,

.....
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.~'\i The Board of Members shall formulate procedures for claims and reimbursement
.••.•~ ••• J under: the provisions of this Article.

7.6 Aid by a Member to an area subject to federal jurisdiction shaH not be required
under this Agreement.

Article VIn

8.1 When appropriations for the support of the Board or for the support of common
services maintained by the Board are necessary. the Board of Members shall
allocate the costs evenly among the Members.

8.2 The Board of Members shall keep accurate books of account, showing in full its
receipts and di$bursements, and,the books of'account shall,be open at any reason­
a,ble time to the inspectioil of representatives of the 'Members.

8.3 On or before the first day of March'of each Year, the Board 0# Members shali
submit to the Members a full and complete report of its activities for the
preceding calendar year. ;

Article IX

9.1 TlIeBoax;d of. Menlbers may accept a,oy,and all donations, gifts, and grants of
money. equijlllient,suppHes, tna:tei'ials an<i sei;Vice#':f~om, the" t"ed,era,j.,:pr,any l0i::'!l
governill!'Dt, 01;" imy agenl;y thereof an,lI from' anY :p'~~oil.,firln pr, C;orporal;id!,.' for
any or its purpose~ and ,functions ,under this Agreefuent. and may receive and use
the same subject to the terms. conditions, and' regu~tions governing su~ dona-
tions, gifts and grants. '

Article X

10.1 Nothing in !Ohis Agreement shall be construed to authorize or permit any, Member
to curtail or diminish its forest fire fighting forees, equipment, services 'or
facilities and it shall be the duty and responsibility of each 'Member to maintain
adequate forest fi.e fighting forces and equipment to meet normal Qr anticipated
demands for foreSt fire protection within its borders.

10.2 Nothing in this Agreement shall be conStrued to limit or restrict the powers of
atly:'jiemt>;;r 't({'provide for 'the"preventioh, control 'and' extU;~ishinent of forest
fires or to prohi~it the ~ctinent or enforcement of 'State Or Provincial laws.
rules or regulations intended to aid in ,such'prevention, 'control and extinguiSh-
ment of forest fires in such State or Province. '

10.3 Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to affect any existing or future
Cooperative Agreement between Members and their respective federai Agenci~.

ArtiCle XI

11.1 The Board of Members may request the Unite<! States Forest Service to act as a
research and coordinating agency of the Great Lakes Forest Fire Protection Agree­
ment in cooperation with the appropriate agencies for each Member•

.;" .
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12.1 This Agreement shall continue in force apd l'emain bii\ding on each Member until
such 'Member takes action to withdraw therefrom. Such action shall not be effec­
tive until six1;y (60) days after notice thereof has been sen't to all other
Members.

12,2 In the event of termination of this Agreement, any property acquired as the
result of this Agreement which is held jointly by the' H"",bers shall ,!<e<;:oine the
property of the Hember where the property is located at the time of te~ination,

upon payment by that Member to the other Member of the fair market value of the
other Hember I s' ownership in the property. In the event the Hember where the
prope~ty is located dqes not desire to acquire sale oWnership of the property,
the property shall be 'disposeq, of as prOVided by the la~s of the State o,'PrOV­
ince'where the Property is located and' anY proceeds shall be teturned to the
Members 'in proportion to their ownership in the property.

12.3 Should there be any surplus moneys a't the time of termination, those moneys shall
be returned to the 'Hembers in proportion to the contribu~ions of the H~bers.

Article XIII

13.1 Nothing' i/! 'i:his 'Agreement: shall,' oblig<lee the funds of, any liemlJer beyond' 'tpqse
approved'bY'appropriate tegislative actio/!.

"
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