Tupper seminars

On Tuesday, October 8, we
will have two seminars at the
Tupper Center. At 12 noon,
seminar speaker will be
Arturo Sanchez Azofeifa,
visiting scholar from the
University of Alberta,
Canada, and co-director of
the Earth Observation
Systems Laboratory (EOSL)
Can we account for
ecosystem complexity?

At 4pm, seminar speaker will
be visiting scholar Robert
Mortley, from Royal
Holloway, University of
London, and Palynova,
Jakarta, Indonesia

Tertiary history of
Malaysian flora

At 5pm there will be a happy
hour at the Corota Plaza.

Bambi seminar

Thursday, October 10, Bambi
seminar speaker will be
Robert J. Motley

Radiation and cross-
continental dispersal of
angiosperms based on the
fossil pollen record

Arrivals

Martina Wagner, Universitit
Wurzburg, Germany, Oct 6 -
Mar 30, 2003, to study small
castes on trails of leaf-cutting
ants, on BCI.

Claudia Rumold, Mellon
intern from the University of
California at Santa Barbara,
Oct 7 - Jan 15, 2003, to do
starch grain analyses, at

CTPA, Ancon.

Mark Littler, Dianne Littler
and Barrett Brooks, SI
National Museum of Natural
History Oct 8 - 22, to study
bottom-up versus top-down
controls of lagoonal coral
reef habitat, on Bocas del
Toro.
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Evans and NAPA
consultants visit
‘ : STRI

Oceanographer David L. Evans, new SI
undersecretary for science, and senior consultants
- of the National Academy of Public Administration
. r 4 (NAPA) visited STRI this
! | week. Evans visited the
| facilites, director Ira
Rubinoff, deputy director
Cristian Samper, and
J members of the scientific
staff. In the first photo,
archaeologist Dolores
Piperno, director of STRI’
Center for Tropical
Paleoecology and
Archaeology (CTPA) in
Ancon, shows a lake core to
Evans, sediments she
recovered from a site in Mexico, and explains how phytoliths, pollen, and charcoal retrieved from
the sediments are revealing a long history of agriculture and environmental change in that region.
Also in the photo (background) is staff scientist Richard G. Cooke. In the next photo, Jake Barkdoll
and Al Kliman from NAPA visit with staff scientist Annette Aiello to see STRI’s insect dry
collection, at the Tupper Center. NAPA and the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) are
conducting a study of the status of science at the Smithsonian.

El oceanégrafo David L. Evans, nuevo sub-secretario para ciencias del Smithsonian, y consultores
de la Academia de Administracion Publica de los Estados Unidos (NAPA, por sus siglas en inglés)
visitaron STRI esta semana. Evans visit6 las instalaciones, y se reunié con el director Ira Rubinoff,
el subdirector Cristian Samper, y miembros del personal cientifico. En la primera foto, la arquedloga
Dolores Piperno, directora del Centro de Paleoecologia y Arqueologia Tropical de STRI en Ancon,
le muestra a Evans sedimentos de lago recuperados de un lugar de estudio en México, y le explica
cémo los fitolitos, polen y el carbono recuperados de los sedimentos revelan una larga historia de la
agricultura y los cambios ocurridos en la region. En la foto también aparece el cientifico de STRI
Richard G. Cooke. En la foto siguiente, Jake Barldoll y Al Kliman de NAPA, visitan a la cientifica
de STRI, Annette Aiello, para conocer la coleccion seca de insectos, en el Centro Tupper. Los
funcionarios de NAPA y la Academia de Ciencias de los Estados Unidos (NAS) estan llevando a
cabo un estudio sobre el estatus de la ciencia, en el Smithsonian.

Evans y consultores de NAPA visitan STRI
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Ecology and Biogeography 11(5):
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scheme.” Natural History Bulletin
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Officials from the American

Embassy visit STRI

Late last month, chargé de affaires a.i. of the United States
Embassy in Panama, Christopher McMullen (right), Mrs.
McMullen and chief of mission a.i. Don Terpstra (second
from the left) visited Barro Colorado Island with STRI deputy
director Cristian Samper. In the photo, taken by Samper, a
BCI gamewarden takes the group to a tour around the island.

A finales del mes pasado, el encargado de negocios a.i. de la
Embajada de los Estados Unidos en Panama, Christopher
McMullen (a la derecha), la Sra. McMullen y Don Terpstra
(segundo de izquierda a derecha), jefe de misién encargado de
la Embajada, visitaron la Isla de Barro Colorado con el
subdirector Crisitin Samper. En la foto, tomada por Samper,
un guardabosques de Barro Colorado, conduce al grupo en un
recorrido alrededor de la isla.

Funcionarios de la Embajada
Americana visitan STRI

Volunteer available

Jacoba Wassenberg, with a master’s degree in biology with an
specialization in ethology and entomology from Wageningen
University, The Netherlands, is offering to work as volunteer
at STRI in a behavioral ecology project, as long as it involves
some biological fieldwork, preferably with animals. She needs
room and board. Available from October 7-28. She is Dutch,
and also speaks English and Spanish. Interested please contact
Adriana Bilgray, at STRI’s Office of Education.

Congreso Cientifico Nacional

La Vicerrectoria de Investigacién y Postgrado
de la Universidad de Panama (UP-VIP)
celebrara su 21 Congreso Cientifico Nacional
del lunes 7 al viernes 11 de octubre. El tema de
2002 este aflo es “Hacia el Centenario de la
Ef’ EI; ? ;‘FE, 'Zg Republica: Investigacion, Desarrollo Humano e
NACIONAL Jdentidad Nacional. Para mayor informacién
comuniquese con upvipdi@ancon.up.ac.pa

More publications
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sangte de toro”. La Prensa
(September 29): 8B. Panama.

Wright, S. Joseph. 2002. “La
influencia del fenémeno
climatico el nifio sobre la
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neotropical.” In Guariguata,
Manuel R., and Kattan,
Gustavo (Eds.), Ecologia y
conservacion de bosques tropicales:
418-419. Cartago, Costa Rica:
Libro Universitario Regional.

Wright, S. Joseph. 2002. “Fort
Sherman and Parque
Metropolitano canopy cranes,
Panama.” In Mitchell, A.W.,
Secoy, K., and Jackson, T.
(Eds.), The global cangpy
handbook: 72-76. Oxford:
Flobal Canopy Foundation.

Wright, S. Joseph. 2002.
“Density dependence among
tropical trees: Case studies
from Barro Colorado Island,
Panama.” In Ganeshaiah,
K.N., Uma Shaanker, R., and
Bawa, K.S. (Eds.), Tropical
ecosystems: Structure, diversity and
buman welfare: 239-242. New
Delhi: Oxford and IBH
Publishing Company.

Yavitt, Joseph B., and Wright,
S. Joseph. 2002. “Charge
characteristics of soil in a
lowland tropical moist forest
in panama in response to dry-
season irrigation.” Australian
Journal of Soil Research 40: 269-
281.

Miscellaneous

For sale: 1992, 2.4 liter, Toyota
Cressida sedan, automatic
transmission. Less than 77,000
km, new tires, new ait-
conditioning system, well
maintained. Asking $4,500.
Contact Harry Barnes
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