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R&R SMOOTH JAZZ
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AFE brings smooth jazz to the troops

Tour Of Duty

Carol Archer
CArcheri@RadioandRecords.com

1wy would an arust want to perform on U.S. mulitary bases,
hy 1d perfi ULS. military b
possibly in harm’s way, not mennon without pay? Why, in-

deed? For starters, for the gratification of supporting the
troops and bringing a feeling of home to nearly 500,000 U.S,
military personnel statoned on more than 350 military instal-
lations worldwide. In September 2007, Durham, N.C.-based

educator/saxophonist/bandleader Stanley Baird, an Army veteran himself,
toured Japan, Korea, Guam, Hawaii and the Marshall Islands with his smooth
jazz group for Armed Forces Entertainment (AFE). “The Armed Forces have
the best, most appreciative audience that you can play for,” he says.

As if that weren't sstsfscton enough, Baird sy
that dowmboads of his sixth CD, " Trafhic Jam™ (Sax-
ony), experienced a marked wles explosion on
cdbaby.com following the tour. And on a person-
al note, he savs that he and the bands collecove
miinds were blown to see historie sites they had
only read about in school, including Hiroshima
and MNagaaki, Japan, and Pearl Harbor.

AFE s an Air Force commund operation and
the single point of contact with the Department
of Deferse for providing entertinment to LLS.
mithtary penonnel serang oveneas. Entertamiers

rour LS bawes located in the Balkana, the Canlb
bean, Europe, the Mediterranean and the Pac Wi,
i well 33 South, Southwest and Ceneral Asa, in-
cluding Iraq, Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia, Tour
aburmm imnclode Kid Foock, Powon's Breee SMichaek,
Amwenicana armat Charlie Fuobeon, World Wrese-
bing Entertunment and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
cheerleaders

Snce October X007 the onganiration has hosted
100 powrs, wath mine falling under the R&B/hap-
hop and jarz umbeclla, which make up moughly

1% of the entertanment masse mix that AFE pro-

Fan Mail: ‘Better Than Pitbull’

When sacophonist/bandieader Stankey Baird's

rrelt anvary. My best Friend Rerrry and | really con-

group returned stateside after an Armed Forces nected with Stankey. The sax brought me back to

Entertairment tour, vocalet Yolancs Faban

the darys when rry dad would Esten to jarz on the

received the following e-mad from racko whon we went for long
ot of the group’s new fana: dhrives. 1t felt op v were just

I've been at Camp Casey for cruising through life. Most people
one-and-a-half years and you wianit o jurnp ug and down and
gurys wene the best act we've ever grind on each other, but with jazz
had—better than Pitbull and yOu can make up your own words
Lioyd Banks. You should come and they come from your soul. it
back. Tharks to your visit, F've tallcs to you, soothes you, makes
bought numerous jazz CDs. kove to you. Thene's nothing e
Theere's jurst something about it | for soldiers while on lour. jarz and there's really nothing e
will defiritedy talk to rrry friends ot Morale Welfare  Stanley Baind jarr or Yolanda's vocals.
and Recreation to get you 1o [retumn]. Wery respectfully,

When you played, all of my troubles seemed to Sgt. Deyane M. Moses
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Armed Forces
Entertainment
Timeline

World War 11-1951: The
Linited Service
Urganizations (LIS
Camp Shows program
recruits and fesds lnae
ertertainment, uswalby
consisting of wel
ke CebEtriies,
inCluding Hob Hope and
Marilyn Monroe, for
military peersonne
19511 Service
representalives ane
assmgned 10 the niw
Armied Fodces
Profestiona
Entertainment. By the
end of the Vietnam era,
wirtually all the
programmed shows are
non-celebrity with the
Department of Defense
fielding more than halt
of the units.

E82: The USD cancels
the non-Celebnty
program Lo conoentrale
on recrutng oelebnty
ertertainment, The
D00 directs the
Secretary of the Army
LD LU
rnespondibshity for the
AOM-OEREtr Ty O,
wrets of which were
sent abroad as
participants in the
frmed Forces
Professional
Entertainment Program,
1989: The asstant
Secretary of Defende
ASSUMEs operational
control of the AFPER
with the Secretary of
the Army remaining its
exeoulive sgent,

97 The LS. Al
Force baedame the
executinvg agent for
providing Celebrity and
NON-CEEDnty programs
b0 LROOES. Serving
Overseds, creating the
jointly manned office of
Armed Forces

Entertainment, —CA

wide 1o those overseas.

“There are specihic requets for certain BTN of
mssc—miore rock and country and hap-hop—but
the troops are thrilled with all the entertanens who
tike the omwe and enengy o travel across the world
v show their .II"IJTI."\E'!J'“I«."H r-l.'r l‘l'll.'.'r“ anl share 2
piece of America that they so crave,” AFE public
rebstions director Mehssa Welch wnys

Interested amist complete an lF"}"Il\..Ill'.'lH online
it armediorceentertanment.oom and send MP3
wamphes of their work, which i evaluated. 11 sut-
able, and depending on the demand for a partic-
ular genre, they are asigned o tour varous regions
home o LIS, mulitary bases and are given a mod-
it per chiem 1o cover travel t‘.‘-.].'u.'llxtﬂ.."'l.r'tlnt'- Ang 1
permitted to sell merchandse while on an AFE
tour because the tour it a free benefit o service
personnel, but AFE docs provide a stipend of
mich 2 $2.500 to buy artists T=shares, Clks, has
and other merchandrse that they can give away 1o

troops whale on tour

Baird savs that he and hs band made a bocal

The Standey Baird Group on tour in Japan near Mount Fugysma,

connection with some of the troops they per-
formed for in the Pacific, as a I.Il;r.r CONECTI of
them had previously been stabioned at MNosth
Carolinas Fort Bragg. And despite the stercotvpe
that the typical smooth jazz fan 5 a 35+ adule, nul-
itary personnel—many of them in their 206—met
Baird and company enthusaastcalbe™We were able
o connect with them,” he v “They were
unging along,”

AFE circuit and regional manager for the Pacific
and Canbbean Frank Tagatae notes that mroops
really appreciate entertainers who show enthusi-
am for performing. “The Stanley Bard Group
.|]'|p1.‘1|.=. w a wide awdience, and because thee
misicians are flented and seasoned pedormens
they definitely put on an oustanding show”

With a muaster’s degree in nusic educanon, Baind
served as a band instructor in the publsc school sys-
vems i MNorth Caroling and 56 Croax in the Vingon
Isbanck and 15 curvently 2 music instructor at Shaw
Unveraty in Raleigh. He began plvang the sax-
ophone in junior high and went on to share the
wage with such ares a8 Om Redding, Glads
Knight, Kirk Whalum, Patt LaBielle, Najee, Rich-
ard Elhott and Donald Bynd.

And because he believes the fuure :1l'_;|u..-' hes
in the hands of music students, he strongly advo-
CILCE CXPOSINE I.'u:n:ltl['-h\.':lll:b:r-:i youth o musc,
To that end, he created the Stanley Baird Youth
Jazz Foundation 13 years ago. It hosts an anmal
summer day camp for seventh graders in the
Raleigh-Durham area to learn big-band ensem-
ble playing. FaR
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