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�UNTHSC Master Plan and Design Guidelines ForwarD

Creat�ng a Campus Master Plan �s an exc�t�ng, 
all �nclus�ve process �nvolv�ng numerous stake-
holders from the c�ty, commun�ty and campus.  
At the core of any campus master plan �s the 
al�gnment of the phys�cal development of the 
campus to the strateg�c or academ�c plan.  
Th�s ensures that spec�fic plann�ng pr�or�t�es 
are supported, further�ng the m�ss�on of the 
�nst�tut�on.

The Un�vers�ty of North Texas Health Sc�ence 
Center boasts a long h�story of successful 
health educat�on programs. W�th these pro-
grams comes the need for a long term v�s�on 
for the campus wh�ch allows for populat�on 
growth as well as collaborat�on between ex-
�st�ng departments. The Un�vers�ty’s future 
�s cont�ngent upon a strateg�c, appropr�ate 
master plan geared toward future goals of ex-
pand�ng campus fac�l�t�es to meet the needs 
of �ncreased growth.  Also, a gu�de to campus 
development �s needed to allow the Un�ver-
s�ty to become a un�que but compl�mentary 
character �n the fabr�c of the surround�ng area.  
Influences from the cultural d�str�ct to the south 
and h�stor�c ne�ghborhoods to the north and 
east �nfluence the UNTHSC amb�ence.

In the com�ng months, the Un�vers�ty w�ll work 
to des�gn and construct �ts first bu�ld�ng called 
for by the newly adopted Campus Master 
Plan.  It w�ll be the first step on the journey 
to make the Un�vers�ty of North Texas Health 
Sc�ence Center a collaborat�ve, �ntegrated 
campus w�th�n �ts own boundar�es as well as 
throughout the fabr�c of the surround�ng com-
mun�t�es.  

Wh�le th�s process has been exc�t�ng and 
reward�ng, the publ�cat�on of th�s Execut�ve 
Summary and the �mplementat�on of the plan 
once approved by the Board of Regents, w�ll 
create much more exc�tement on our campus 
as we look to the open�ng of our newest fac�l-
�ty.  I w�sh to take th�s opportun�ty to thank all 
�nvolved �n th�s process, and to express my 
deepest thanks and grat�tude to the Campus 
Master Plan Adv�sory and Steer�ng Comm�t-
tees, and our consult�ng team of Carter & 
Burgess, Inc. (Fort Worth, Texas) and Polshek 
Partnersh�p Arch�tects, Inc. (New York, New 
York).

S�ncerely,

Scott Ransom, DO, MBA, MPH

A Letter from the President
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introduCtion

In the summer of 2005, The Un�vers�ty of 
North Texas Health Sc�ence Center (UNTHSC) 
at Fort Worth purchased the adjacent Texas 
Osteopath�c Hosp�tal and add�t�onal land sur-
round�ng th�s fac�l�ty (approx. 15 acres), almost 
doubl�ng the s�ze of the campus.  W�th th�s ad-
d�t�onal land �ncrease and projected student 
and research growth, the UNTHSC embarked 
on a strateg�c plann�ng process to help shape 
the future development of the campus’s bu�lt 
env�ronment.  

A campus master plan allows for the opportu-
n�ty of an �nst�tut�on to reflect upon �ts h�story, 
assess �ts current cond�t�on, and establ�sh a 
v�s�on for �ts future growth and prosper�ty.  The 
Master Plann�ng team of Carter & Burgess, Inc. 
and Polshek Partnersh�p Arch�tects, LLP were 
chosen �n early 2006 to lead the plann�ng pro-
cess and help �n translat�ng these �nst�tut�onal 
goals and object�ves of the Un�vers�ty.  Con-
tr�but�ons from an Adv�sory Comm�ttee made 
up of leaders from the commun�ty, members 
of nearby ne�ghborhoods, and faculty and 
staff from the UNTHSC were �nvaluable to the 
master plann�ng team through meet�ngs and 
workshops �n �dent�fy�ng and pr�or�t�z�ng objec-
t�ves and goals for the Un�vers�ty and the sur-
round�ng area.

The plann�ng team began by study�ng the sur-
round�ng context, develop�ng key strateg�es 
to un�te the campus w�th the m�ss�on of the 
Un�vers�ty and develop concepts wh�ch br�ng 
connect�ons and a sense of commun�ty to the 
areas many const�tuents.  A ser�es of Gu�d-
�ng Pr�nc�ples were developed w�th the Un�ver-
s�ty to descr�be the �deals and asp�rat�ons th�s 
master plan �s to foster.  Although �t �s a Health 
Sc�ence Center, the UNTHSC boldly sh�fted 
from convent�on and embraced the �dea of 
the academ�c campus.  Th�s ‘colleg�al env�ron-
ment’ for the campus creates both �nteract�ve 
�ndoor as well as outdoor spaces that support 
not only the faculty, staff, and students but 
also the surround�ng commun�ty.

The F�nal V�s�on Plan sets out to strateg�cally 
outl�ne the respons�ble growth of the Un�vers�ty 
over t�me wh�le ma�nta�n�ng the cons�stency 
and values establ�shed by the Gu�d�ng Pr�n-
c�ples.

Th�s Execut�ve Summary serves as an abbrev�-
ated vers�on of the full Master Plan document, 
h�ghl�ght�ng the sal�ent character�st�cs of the 
overall plan.  Deta�led �nformat�on of each sec-
t�on �s �ncluded �n the Master Plan document.
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the university of north texAs 
heALth sCienCe Center

The Un�vers�ty of North Texas Health Sc�ence 
Center �s a research, teach�ng, and publ�c ser-
v�ce �nst�tut�on that focuses on the health and 
well-be�ng of �ts pat�ents, students, faculty, staff 
and adm�n�strat�on.  Recogn�z�ng the campus 
�tself as a “l�v�ng ent�ty,” the UNTHSC �s look�ng 
to the Master Plan as an outl�ne of �ts spec�fic 
needs, w�th�n the campus �tself as well as the 
larger commun�ty.  Opt�ons for planned growth 
and change at the UNTHSC should support 
the �ntegrat�on of the �deals of healthy l�festyles 
and commun�ty that are taught and pract�ced 
da�ly w�th�n the classrooms and health care 
fac�l�t�es of the campus.  W�th a planned cam-
pus that reflects the asp�rat�ons and trad�t�ons 
of the Health Sc�ence Center and reg�on, the 
un�vers�ty can cont�nue attract�ng and reta�n�ng 
the best faculty, staff, and students. 

mission stAtement

To �mprove the health and qual�ty of l�fe for the 
people of Texas and beyond through excel-
lence �n educat�on, research, cl�n�cal care and 
commun�ty engagement and to prov�de na-
t�onal leadersh�p �n pr�mary care.
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CAmPus history

S�nce �t’s establ�shment �n the 1960’s, the Un�-
vers�ty of North Texas Health Sc�ence Center 
has sought to prov�de spec�al�zed health edu-
cat�on.  The campus has grown rap�dly both 
�n phys�cal s�ze and focused educat�onal pro-
grams.

1960’s 

Commun�ty leaders began to develop an 
osteopath�c college �n Texas, respond�ng 
to a nat�onal need for more osteopath�c 
phys�c�ans.

1970’s

The Texas College of Osteopath�c Med�c�ne 
(TCOM) opened w�th a class of 20 students 
on the fifth floor of Fort Worth Osteopath�c 
Hosp�tal.  
Fac�l�t�es were added to the campus �nclud-
�ng a commun�ty outpat�ent cl�n�c, the Bas�c 
Sc�ence Bu�ld�ng (now the Adm�n�strat�on 
Bu�ld�ng), Med�cal Educat�on I (MedEd I).

1980’s

The campus grew, w�th the construct�on of 
two new campus fac�l�t�es - Med�cal Educa-
t�on Bu�ld�ngs II & III (MedEd II & III).
TCOM goals were serv�ce-or�ented, focus-
�ng on commun�ty serv�ce, serv�ce to profes-
s�onal organ�zat�ons, and cont�nu�ng med�cal 
educat�on.











1990’s

W�th the add�t�on of a graduate school of 
B�oMed�cal Sc�ence, the �nst�tut�on was re-
named the Un�vers�ty of North Texas Health 
Sc�ence Center, w�th the med�cal school 
keep�ng �ts �dent�ty as TCOM. 
The Pat�ent Care Center (MedEd IV) was 
opened �n 1997.
In 1999, the UNTHSC campus jo�ned the 
UNT Denton and Dallas campuses to form 
the Un�vers�ty of North Texas System.

2000 - Present

The Center for B�oHealth (MedEd V) was 
opened �n 2004.
When the Osteopath�c Med�cal Center of 
Texas (OMCT, also known as the Fort Worth 
Osteopath�c Hosp�tal) closed �n 2004, the 
Un�vers�ty purchased the property dur�ng 
the follow�ng year, doubl�ng the s�ze of the 
campus.











The University of North Texas Health Science Center in 1979.

Aerial of TCOM in 1972 The first community outpatient clinic in 1974
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the CAmPus mAster PLAnning 
ProCess

PLAnning PhiLosoPhy

Campus plann�ng �s gu�ded by the pr�nc�ples of 
the un�vers�ty and �nformed by the hopes and 
goals of the un�vers�ty stakeholders, faculty, 
staff, students, surround�ng ne�ghborhoods, 
and area developers.  Arch�tects and planners 
serve as fac�l�tators to provoke d�scuss�on 
among the groups and record responses that 
�nform the schemat�c des�gn of the campus 
plan.

Two comm�ttees were des�gnated to prov�de 
�nput dur�ng the Master Plann�ng process; 
Steer�ng Comm�ttee and Adv�sory Comm�ttee.  
The Steer�ng Comm�ttee �s made up of mem-
bers from the Un�vers�ty of North Texas Sys-
tem and the Un�vers�ty of North Texas Health 
Sc�ence Center.  The Adv�sory Comm�ttee 
�s made up of members from the Steer�ng 
Comm�ttee as well as several publ�c leaders, 
members from area ne�ghborhoods and the 
surround�ng Cultural Inst�tut�ons. At the outset, 
members vo�ced the�r hopes and concerns, 
alert�ng the des�gners to areas of the campus 
wh�ch could part�cularly benefit from the�r at-
tent�on.  In add�t�on, publ�c meet�ngs were held 
to afford the larger commun�ty an opportun�ty 
to prov�de �nput to the Master Plann�ng pro-
cess.

ProjeCt APProACh

The project approach �nvolved a four step 
process of on-s�te workshops, meet�ngs, and 
campus tours:

observations / Principles
The Plann�ng Team recorded overall obser-
vat�ons of on- and off-campus c�rculat�on, 
the needs of surround�ng ne�ghborhoods, 
and the locat�ons of developments on the 
per�phery, as well as on-campus cond�-
t�ons.

Data Gathering / analysis
Further �nformat�on was collected by the 
Plann�ng Team about the campus and the 
goals of the Un�vers�ty for �ts future.  Early 
des�gn cons�derat�ons such as how to fur-
ther connect the campus together as a 
whole, as well as t�e �t �nto the surround-
�ng ne�ghborhood and cultural centers, 
emerged out of these stud�es. 

Gaming / Concept Phase
Dur�ng th�s phase, plann�ng pr�nc�ples be-
gan to come together �n var�ous schemes.  
Overall organ�zat�onal strateg�es and par-
t�cular concerns for a Master Plan for the 
Un�vers�ty were d�scussed at des�gn cha-
rettes.  These charrettes were �nteract�ve 
work sess�ons �n wh�ch members of the 
Steer�ng and Adv�sory Comm�ttees were 
�nv�ted to part�c�pate as the Plann�ng Team 
sketched �deas.

1.

2.

3.

Final Campus Plan / Design Guidelines
A final plan and des�gn gu�del�nes were pre-
sented to the Steer�ng and Adv�sory Com-
m�ttees, as well as the publ�c.  The Master 
Plan �s a record of a v�s�on for the campus 
and commun�ty to be used as a gu�de as 
the UNTHSC develops over t�me.

4.

1. observAtions / PrinCiPLes

2. dAtA gAthering / AnALysis

3. gAming / ConCePt PhAse

4. finAL PLAn / design guideLines
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CreAting Community

The Un�vers�ty, Ne�ghborhoods, Cultural D�s-
tr�ct and the C�ty, w�ll benefit from the creat�on 
of ‘Commun�ty’ w�th�n and around the campus.  
The Un�vers�ty �s an act�ve, essent�al partner 
that respects and supports �ts ne�ghbors.

sPACes And LinkAges

The campus takes advantage of �ts surround-
�ngs by creat�ng and l�nk�ng usable outdoor 
spaces.  The campus encourages and fac�l�-
tates these l�nkages through �dent�fiable path-
ways and gather�ng areas.

environmentAL & sustAinAbLe PrinCiPLes

The campus respects and �s cons�stent w�th 
the natural systems of the Reg�on.  It encour-
ages stewardsh�p and effic�ent use of the env�-
ronment, Campus and Un�vers�ty resources.

resPonsibLe imPLementAtion

Develop a strateg�c plann�ng matr�x of future 
bu�ld�ngs, open landscape, c�rculat�on, and �n-
frastructure for the campus that w�ll enable an 
orderly accommodat�on of future growth.

CAmPus identity And AesthetiCs

Develop a clear recogn�zable campus prec�nct 
along w�th cons�stent gu�del�nes for arch�tec-
ture, landscape, and wayfind�ng.

ACAdemiC vALues

The phys�cal plan promotes, reflects, and sup-
ports the Un�vers�ty core values of Academ�c 
Advancement, D�scovery, Collaborat�on, D�-
vers�ty, and Entrepreneursh�p.  Every �nvest-
ment �n the campus supports the m�ss�on of 
the Un�vers�ty.

mAster PLAnning guiding  
PrinCiPLes

Pr�nc�ples were establ�shed w�th the �nput of 
the Steer�ng and Adv�sory Comm�ttees to gu�de 
the Master Plan process.  The Plann�ng Team 
referenced Un�vers�ty m�ss�on statements and 
academ�c goals wh�le l�sten�ng to the asp�ra-
t�ons of the UNTHSC and commun�ty rep-
resentat�ves for the Master Plan.  Dur�ng the 
plann�ng process, schemes were developed 
that would translate these core values �nto the 
phys�cal env�ronment of the campus. 
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existing CAmPus

Includ�ng the 2005 acqu�s�t�on of land west of 
the ma�n campus, the UNTHSC campus cur-
rently encompasses more than 33 acres.

buiLdings

Educat�on & Adm�n�strat�on (Med Ed I)
Research & Educat�on (Med Ed II)
G�bson D. Lew�s L�brary (Med Ed III)
Pat�ent Care Center (Med Ed IV)
Educat�on Annex
Founder’s Act�v�ty Center
Ger�atr�cs Annex
Park�ng Garage West
Park�ng Garage East
General Serv�ces/Pol�ce & Fac�l�t�es 
Management
Center for B�oHealth (Med Ed V)
Adm�n�strat�on Annex
Renal Center
Fort Worth Osteopath�c Hosp�tal (to be 
demol�shed)
Profess�onal Offices
Day Care Center
Adjacent One-Story Bu�ld�ngs Under 
Lease
Park�ng Garage
Med�cal Center Profess�onal Bu�ld�ng 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

surrounding buiLdings

Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth 
Amon Carter Museum
K�mbell Art Museum
Fort Worth Commun�ty Arts Center
Fort Worth Museum of Sc�ence & H�story
Church
Fort Worth Orthoped�c Surgery
Reta�l Center (CVS)
Phys�c�ans Surgery Center
W�ll Rogers Memor�al Coll�seum
Ch�cotsky’s Center (Reta�l/Restaurant)

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
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UNTHSC Existing Campus Map
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observAtions

Dur�ng th�s early stage, the Plann�ng Team be-
gan an exhaust�ve analys�s record�ng the many 
cond�t�ons related to the reg�on, the s�te, and 
the Un�vers�ty program �n an attempt to bet-
ter understand and focus the study dur�ng the 
plann�ng process for the Un�vers�ty of North 
Texas Health Sc�ence Center campus.

Several spec�fic �ssues dur�ng d�scuss�ons 
w�th the Steer�ng and Adv�sory Comm�ttees 
helped focus the Plann�ng Team’s attent�on 
such as on- and off-campus c�rculat�on, the 
Un�vers�ty’s relat�onsh�p w�th the surround�ng 
ne�ghborhoods and the locat�on and �mpact 
of commerc�al development on the per�phery. 
Add�t�onal study of surround�ng topography, 
landscap�ng, park�ng, bu�ld�ng masses, pro-
gram uses, and mechan�cal and c�v�l �nfra-
structure added to the understand�ng of the 
Un�vers�ty.  Several publ�c meet�ngs were held 
where the Un�vers�ty and the Plann�ng Team 
presented �deas and concepts and encour-
aged part�c�pat�on and �nput from �nterested 
c�t�zens. 

Precinct walks: Gu�ded walks through the 
core and around the per�meter of the cam-
pus were held. Members of the commun�ty, 
Master Plann�ng Team, Steer�ng and Adv�sory 
Comm�ttees were �nv�ted to attend.
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Campus Core and Edges walks: Programmat�c quest�ons emerged regard�ng the use of 
spaces �ns�de bu�ld�ngs dur�ng the Core Walk.  Dur�ng the Edges Walk, the group addressed 
�ssues of campus entry, landscape, topography, traffic and s�gnage wh�le walk�ng around the 
per�meter of the campus.
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Topography observations: The effects of topography on campus were assessed 
and accommodated for �n plann�ng a pedestr�an-fr�endly, access�ble campus.

landscape observations: Landscape observat�ons �ncluded the lack of further 
defin�t�on of bu�ld�ng entr�es and a campus gateway, as well as an �ncrease �n overall 
green space and plant�ng.  

Periphery Use observations: The land use on the per�phery of campus was ex-
am�ned to determ�ne the character of each ne�ghbor�ng d�str�ct and res�dent�al com-
mun�ty.

impervious Surface observations: The amount of �mperv�ous surface on campus 
was measured.  Very l�ttle area on campus has been preserved as green space, 
wh�ch �nfluenced the plann�ng team’s d�rect�on for the final master plan.

observAtions
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ProgrAmming reCommendAtions 
CAmPus themes

In order to develop a greater understand�ng 
of the overr�d�ng �ssues assoc�ated w�th the 
fac�l�t�es and operat�ons at the UNTHSC, the 
Master Plann�ng team conducted on-s�te �n-
terv�ews w�th the Deans and other representa-
t�ves from each of the campus’ pr�mary de-
partments. D�scuss�ons focused on themes 
that each department v�ewed as cr�t�cal �ssues 
related the�r own act�v�t�es as well as those of 
the Un�vers�ty and the campus as a whole.   

Wh�le d�scuss�ons w�th the Un�vers�ty deans 
and adm�n�strators touched on a w�de range 
of cr�t�cal �ssues, a few recurr�ng themes were 
addressed by v�rtually every �nd�v�dual �nter-
v�ewed.  Th�s core set of �deas covered such 
th�ngs as development of the overall campus, 
shared fac�l�t�es, key operat�onal trends, fac-
ulty and staff �nterests, meet�ng space, and 
support spaces.  A summary of these over-
r�d�ng themes �s �ncluded �n the master plan 
document.  The four ma�n themes d�scussed 
�nclude the follow�ng.

CoLLegiAL university AtmosPhere

At the h�ghest level, v�rtually all of the Un�vers�ty 
deans expressed an �nterest �n the develop-
ment of the UNTHSC’s campus as that of a 
trad�t�onal un�vers�ty as opposed to that of a 
“sprawl�ng hosp�tal”.  The focal po�nt of these 
d�scuss�ons typ�cally expressed the hope that 
the UNTHSC campus would grow �nto an en-
v�ronment w�th quads and other green spaces 
found at more the trad�t�onal and �con�c un�-
vers�t�es.  

inCreAsing interdisCiPLinAry funCtions

In add�t�on to the development of the campus 
�tself, a vast major�ty of the �nterv�ew top�cs 
addressed operat�onal as well as faculty and 
staffing trends.  Spec�fically, there �s an expec-
tat�on that the Un�vers�ty, students, faculty, and 
staff al�ke w�ll benefit from an �ncrease �n �nter-
d�sc�pl�nary work.  

CritiCAL fACiLity requirements

As�de from the campus and some of �ts �nher-
ent operat�onal trends, Un�vers�ty deans also 
seemed to agree on some of the cr�t�cal fac�l�ty 
and general support requ�rements for the UN-
THSC.  At the forefront of these �deas was a 
cons�stent �nterest �n establ�sh�ng a core fac�l�ty 
that would serve as a “Center of Excellence”, 
consol�dat�ng fac�l�t�es and support for the four 
areas of focus for the Un�vers�ty.  

gAthering sPACes

There were a number of other s�m�lar �nterests 
descr�bed by UNTHSC deans and adm�n�stra-
t�ons that further support the themes descr�bed 
above.  Another overwhelm�ng theme, seem-
�ng rooted �n the shape and operat�on of the 
env�ronment, �s the �nterest �n the campus and 
�ts fac�l�t�es prov�d�ng gather�ng spaces of all 
types for students, faculty, staff, and v�s�tors.
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ProgrAmming

As part of the overall concept for the phys�cal 
plan, the Plann�ng Team analyzed the growth of 
the campus populat�on to determ�ne how much 
phys�cal growth (�n square feet) should be ex-
pected over the next 20 years.   Referenc�ng 
the Un�vers�ty’s academ�c plan, the team ex-
tracted year by year program enrollment growth 
project�ons.  In short, the academ�c plan pro-
jected a h�gh level of growth over the next five 
years.  These h�gh growth levels were �nterpo-
lated �nto several plann�ng calculat�ons to de-
term�ne the populat�on of the student body �n 
a year by year analys�s.  In comb�nat�on w�th 
student growth the master plan team also ana-
lyzed a paralleled growth of the faculty and staff. 
W�th a total enrollment cap of 3,500 students, 
the chart to the left was prepared to track both 
how the populat�on would cl�mb and how the 
requ�red phys�cal space support�ng that growth 
would also expand.  

In summary, the analys�s determ�ned that w�th-
�n the range of the master plan, the phys�cal 
space requ�red would have to almost double 
from just over one m�ll�on square feet to almost 
two m�ll�on square feet.  The deta�ls of the cal-
culat�ons and assumpt�ons can be found �n the 
ma�n master plan document.

years out year

2007

1 2008

2 2009

3 2010

4 2011

5 2012

6 2013

7 2014

8 2015

9 2016

10 2017

11 2018

12 2019

13 2020

14 2021

15 2022

16 2023

17 2024

18 2025

19 2026

20 2027

EG.SF/Student
326

FTE 
Students % Growth

1,171

1,246 6.4%

1,376 10.4%

1,510 9.7%

1,626 7.7

1,702 4.7

1,781 4.6

1,843 3.5

1,901 3.1%

1,961 3.1%

2,023 3.1%

2,086 3.1%

2,152 3.1%

2,220 3.1%

2,289 3.1%

2,361 3.1%

2,436 3.1%

2,512 3.1%

2,591 3.1%

2,673 3.1%

2,757 3.1%

EG.SF
Existing

EG.SF
required

EG.SF
increase

370,186 381,746 11,560

406,196 36,010

448,576 78,390

492,260 112,074

530,076 159,890

554,852 184,666

580,606 210,420

600,818 230,632

619,726 249,540

639,229 269,043

659,346 289,160

680,096 309,910

701,499 331,313

723,575 353,389

746,346 376,160

769,834 399,648

794,061 423,875

819,051 448,865

844,827 474,641

871,414 501,228

898,837 528,651

ratio EG:G1

2.40

GSF
Existing

Total GSF
required

GSF
increase2

889,391 917,164 27,773

975,907 86,516

1,077,727 188,336

1,182,680 293,289

1,273,535 384,144

1,333,061 443,670

1,394,936 505,545

1,443,496 554,105

1,488,924 599,533

1,535,781 646,390

1,584,112 694,721

1,633,965 744,574

1,685,387 795,996

1,738,427 849,036

1,793,136 903,745

1,849,566 960,175

1,907,773 1,018,382

1,967,811 1,078,420

2,029,739 1,140,348

2,093,616 1,204,225

2,159,503 1,270,112

1 Rat�o of E&G space to GSF space (Rat�o EG:G) �s based on bu�ld�ngs possess�ng E&G space per 2006 UNTHSC Bu�ld�ng Inventory.  
Although EG:G rat�o w�ll change over t�me �n response to the character of new bu�ld�ng construct�on, the ex�st�ng rat�o of 2.40 �s used for 
plann�ng purposes.

2 SF growth rate �s pred�cated on enrollment growth rate est�mates.
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the finAL PLAn

ConCePts

Throughout the Observat�ons/Data Gather�ng 
phase, there were two �mportant �ssues that 
cont�nued to ar�se as focal po�nts of many d�s-
cuss�ons. F�rst, the relat�onsh�p of the Un�vers�-
ty w�th the ne�ghbor�ng commun�t�es, commer-
c�al areas, and the Cultural D�str�ct.   Second, 
the pol�cy quest�on of whether the Un�vers�ty 
cons�ders �tself a ‘usually conce�ved’ Health 
Sc�ence Center or a colleg�ally planned aca-
dem�c �nst�tut�on.  As ment�oned �n the gu�d-
�ng pr�nc�ples, the Un�vers�ty and th�s Master 
Plan focus on generat�ng concepts and pro-
v�d�ng real opportun�t�es for the UNTHSC to 
extend �ts reach beyond a prem�er academ�c 
�nst�tut�on.  The Un�vers�ty w�ll accompl�sh th�s 
by prov�d�ng �ts faculty, students, v�s�tors and 
the larger commun�ty a place that externally 
speaks to the pr�nc�ples of shar�ng, collabora-
t�on, and d�scovery.  

Dur�ng the F�nal Plan phase, the process fo-
cused on collaborat�on and open d�scuss�ons 
between the Plann�ng Team, Un�vers�ty faculty, 
staff and students, and commun�ty represen-
tat�ves.  Th�s comb�ned group collaborated to 
dev�se a Long Term V�s�on for future develop-
ment of the UNTHSC that w�ll be sens�t�ve and 
compat�ble w�th the un�que groups and char-
acter�st�cs surround�ng the campus.

Conceptually, the typ�cal master plann�ng ap-
proach was reversed to allow for �nput from 
the charged ent�t�es surround�ng the Un�ver-
s�ty. Ne�ghborhoods to the north and west, 
commerc�al development to the east and the 
Cultural D�str�ct to the south �nfluenced the 
master plann�ng process greatly.  A green can-
vas was first establ�shed for the campus; not a 
blank slate but rather a landscape for the cam-
pus.  The plann�ng began as a ‘subtract�ve’ 
process to carefully carve away green space 
for bu�ld�ng opportun�t�es.  Th�s ‘Green�ng of 
the Campus’ became the conceptual l�nkage 
that pr�mar�ly formulated a ser�es of landscape 
spaces wh�ch foster exchange, �nteract�on, 
and a colleg�al atmosphere.

The �mage above dep�cts an abstract start�ng po�nt where by the campus was ‘greened’ and 
then space was carved away for future bu�ld�ngs.
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The Un�vers�ty of North Texas Heath Sc�ence Center’s long term v�s�on �ncludes the add�t�on of several campus fac�l�t�es and park�ng garages to accommodate populat�on growth.
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the finAL PLAn 

site design

As the ‘Green�ng of the Campus’ focused on the 
conceptual compass, the s�te des�gn focused 
on �nvest�gat�on of the parts.  These parts of the 
plan, wh�ch prov�de the character and spec�fic-
�ty of the final plan, were �nvest�gated on var�ous 
scales. C�ty / Campus / Pedestr�an approaches 
were �nvest�gated to understand and determ�ne 
relat�onsh�ps of dens�ty, bulk, and relat�onsh�p 
both �nternally and externally.  Add�t�onally, the 
determ�nat�on, locat�on, and �mpl�cat�ons of the 
�ntegrated landscapes across the campus be-
gan a focused shap�ng of the character of the 
campus.  And finally the bu�ld�ng overlap or 
s�te plann�ng of clusters of academ�c prec�ncts 
nestled �nto the landscape began to strateg�cally 
balance the green space w�th the bu�lt places.

The follow�ng concept strateg�es define the 
�mplementat�on of the campus plann�ng �deas.

Campus ‘Greening’ 
Th�s conceptually re-th�nks the master plann�ng 
approach from an add�t�ve process towards 
a subtract�ve one.  Establ�sh�ng a conceptual 
‘green canvas’ across the ex�st�ng campus 
prov�des an opportun�ty to carefully carve away 
th�s ‘fabr�c’ as �nd�cated by the ex�st�ng pr�mary 
campus bu�ld�ngs.  Th�s thoughtful plann�ng ap-
proach strengthens the prospect of respons�ble 
�mplementat�on, strateg�c bu�ld�ng plann�ng, and 
�ntegrat�on w�th the surround�ng context.

linkages and Exchanges
These connect�ve “corr�dors”, both phys�cal and 
v�sual, b�nd the overall prec�nct of the campus 

Campus ‘Green�ng’

L�nkages and Exchanges

Existing Buildings

Green

together as a place, a dest�nat�on.  As an �nst�tu-
t�on, the campus prec�nct sponsors exchange, 
collaborat�on, and l�nkages through a ser�es of 
pedestr�an passageways and a var�ety of �nter-
nal open spaces.  The campus serves as an 
�mportant threshold, both as a dest�nat�on and 
�n trans�t�on, b�nd�ng together �ts surround�ngs.

interdisciplinary Collaboration
The ‘Green�ng’ add�t�onally offers opportun�t�es 
for a var�ety of open space from wh�ch var�ous 
scales and h�erarch�es may be explored.  The 
Master Plan prov�des for �nteract�ve exchange at 
many scales by creat�ng small clusters of bu�ld-
�ngs amongst a larger complex. Academ�c �nter-
act�on among small clusters fosters greater ex-
change w�th the Un�vers�ty and the commun�ty.

identity and Coherence
V�sual cons�stency and relat�onsh�p are v�tal to 
establ�sh�ng a coherent �dent�ty to a campus. 
General gu�del�nes w�ll address and encour-
age a ser�es of palettes that gu�de develop-
ment toward v�sual cons�stency.

Pedestrian Connections
Pedestr�an l�nkages prov�de both phys�cal and v�-
sual connect�ons between the c�ty, campus, and 
bu�ld�ngs. The pedestr�an sp�ne serves as an or-
gan�z�ng structure for the major publ�c quads of 
the campus as well as a connector weav�ng the 
eastern campus to the new western campus.

Campus Entryways
As the UNTHSC campus �s pr�mar�ly accessed 
by veh�cular traffic, gateways are cr�t�cal �n 
mark�ng the prec�nct of the un�vers�ty.
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Interd�sc�pl�nary Collaborat�on

Ident�ty and Coherence Campus Entryways

Pedestr�an Connect�ons

Quads

Spine

Gardens

Landscape

Pedestrian Scale 
at Base

Colors / Materials    

Loggia

Similar Volumes

Pedestrian 
Spine

Pedestrian 
Connections

Pedestrian 
Connections

Minor Entry

Major Entry



18 ExECUTivE SUMMary UNTHSC Master Plan and Design Guidelines

the finAL PLAn

Long term vision

The Long Term V�s�on prov�des for extended 
growth for the UNTHSC �n a respons�ble, sen-
s�t�ve manner and allows for the cont�nued 
�ntegrat�on and l�nkages w�th the surround�ng 
commun�t�es, ne�ghborhoods, and d�str�cts.

Harmon�ous w�th the Un�vers�ty’s long term ac-
adem�c goals, the object�ve of the V�s�on �s to 
prov�de a mean�ngful strategy of academ�c, re-
search, and serv�ce fac�l�t�es for future growth 
w�th�n each department on campus.  As aca-
dem�c programs grow and flour�sh w�th�n the 
Un�vers�ty, add�t�onal fac�l�t�es w�ll create a well-
planned colleg�al atmosphere, cont�nually fos-
ter�ng learn�ng and development.
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The Un�vers�ty of North Texas Health Sc�ence Center - Long Term V�s�on
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PhAse i PLAn

Over the next five years, the Un�vers�ty w�ll fo-
cus campus development on the newly ac-
qu�red property to the west, spec�fically the 
s�te of the former Osteopath�c Hosp�tal.  Th�s 
development area w�ll be the first �n �nst�tut�ng 
the concepts and strateg�es set forth �n the 
Master Plan. 

Dur�ng Phase I, two new fac�l�t�es w�ll be added 
to the campus �n add�t�on to the first campus 
quad and garden. The campus sp�ne w�ll be 
�n�t�ated start�ng at the west boundary of cam-
pus.  Deta�ls of these areas are �ncluded �n the 
master plan document.

Phase I area
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The Un�vers�ty of North Texas Health Sc�ence Center - Phase I Plan
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finAL PLAn strAtegies

CAmPus sPine

The Campus Sp�ne �s the organ�z�ng pedestr�-
an ‘backbone’ for the Un�vers�ty and prov�des 
clear east/west movement across campus 
dur�ng both day and n�ght.  At n�ght th�s back-
bone transforms �tself to a ‘Walk of L�ght’, a 
metaphor for eternal health, and w�ll serve as 
a d�rect�onal compass relat�ve to ones pos�t�on 
on campus.

Small landscaped areas can be des�gn to enhance the sp�ne and character�ze port�ons of campus.
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The Campus Sp�ne w�ll be the backbone of connect�on for the Un�vers�ty.  Stretch�ng from the far west boundary of campus to the east boundary, 
th�s campus ‘Walk of L�ght’ w�ll serve as the pr�mary connect�on for the ent�re campus.

Example Imagery: Covered walkways 
for the Campus Sp�ne prov�de shel-
ter the students, faculty, and v�s�tors 
from weather cond�t�ons wh�le also 
prov�d�ng a l�near l�nkage w�th�n the 
Campus.

Example Imagery: A str�p of l�ght as-
soc�ated w�th the organ�z�ng sp�ne 
help to v�sually l�nk the eastern and 
western prec�ncts of Campus at 
n�ght wh�le also defin�ng �t as a spe-
c�al focal po�nt.

Example Imagery: Campus trees w�ll l�ne port�ons of the sp�ne to 
help define certa�n edges and prov�de var�ety along �ts length.

finAL PLAn strAtegies

CAmPus sPine
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finAL PLAn strAtegies

CAmPus quAds

As part of the new campus, a ser�es of large 
‘Campus Quads’ or ‘Campus Greens’ are de-
fined as dest�nat�on po�nts w�th�n the campus 
to prov�de l�nkages to the broader scale of the 
Commun�ty and C�ty of Fort Worth.   These 
Quads establ�sh a new core / ser�es of cores 
for the campus and act as thresholds for the 
Commun�ty, Cultural D�str�ct and the C�ty at 
large.

Key plan of recommended placement for 
Campus Quads.

Example Imagery: Open green space w�ll pro-
v�de the campus a more ‘colleg�al’ feel.

Example Imagery: Open quads l�nk clustered 
bu�ld�ngs w�th others to create one large �nter-
connected campus.

Example Imagery: A quad of small �nd�v�dual 
pools w�ll br�ng an �nnovat�ve type of land-
scape character to the campus.

The master plan document deta�ls the Campus Quads, �nclud�ng locat�on and content for each 
area.
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Key plan of recommended placement for 
Campus Gardens.

finAL PLAn strAtegies

CAmPus gArdens

As the Quads establ�sh l�nkages w�th the com-
mun�ty from a macro scale, the Gardens at-
tempt to l�nk the �nternal, or m�cro scale, work-
�ngs of the campus.  Th�s network of �nternal 
gardens are defined and planned as �nd�v�dual 
�nternal prec�ncts around wh�ch each �s ac-
compan�ed by a collect�on of new academ�c 
bu�ld�ngs.  These �nd�v�dual zones and assem-
bl�es of academ�c bu�ld�ngs help to prov�de 
var�ety and d�fference w�th�n the overall Master 
Plan.  Also, th�s collect�on of un�que gardens 
�s defined by the precepts for total health - 
M�nd, Body, Sp�r�t, Soul and Emot�on.  Th�s 
conceptual programm�ng prov�des tang�ble 
spaces that l�nk and support the pr�nc�ples 
of the Un�vers�ty.  Add�t�onally, these Gardens 
enhance the �nternal work�ngs of the adjacent 
bu�ld�ngs.

Example Imagery: Open gardens can �nclude 
large trees to g�ve he�ght to surround�ng low-
scale areas.

Example Imagery: Organ�zed plant�ngs can be 
�ncorporated �n gardens where a structured 
context �s preferred.

Example Imagery: Comb�n�ng paved areas 
w�th landscap�ng w�ll complement the Un�ver-
s�ty’s urban locat�on.

Campus Gardens are deta�led �n the master plan document, �nclud�ng locat�on and content for 
each area.
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montgomery street PLAn

W�th traffic and �ts locat�on atop a h�ll, Mont-
gomery Street separates the east of the cam-
pus from the newly purchased property to the 
west.  

Based on d�scuss�ons concern�ng traffic along 
th�s street, the master plan recommends sev-
eral traffic calm�ng techn�ques wh�ch could be 
�ncorporated on Montgomery Street.  These 
�nclude the add�t�on of ra�sed crosswalks, land-
scap�ng, med�ans, and traffic c�rcles to slow 
traffic.  W�th these alterat�ons, safety could be 
�ncreased for pedestr�ans cross�ng the street 
wh�le reta�n�ng veh�cular access.

 Proposed Sect�on of Montgomery Street

The final master plan �mages proposes traffic 
calm�ng solut�ons along Montgomery Street.
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Before

After

finAL PLAn strAtegies

CAmPus front door

As veh�cular traffic approaches from the south 
on Montgomery Street, campus s�gnage 
and area landscap�ng w�ll mark the entrance 
to campus.  The use of both landscape and 
campus entry monument s�gns w�ll command 
attent�on from pass�ng traffic.  Street mod�fica-
t�ons are also recommended, as addressed 
on the oppos�te page.
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signAge And WAyfinding

Rem�n�scent of the ex�st�ng s�gn program, the 
new Master Plan s�gn program looks to cre-
ate a stronger sense of place and arr�val wh�le 
strengthen�ng the UNTHSC brand throughout 
the s�te �nclud�ng the per�meter of the campus. 
The program cons�sts of entry monuments 
that create a sense of arr�val as well as ve-
h�cular and pedestr�an wayfind�ng for d�rect�ng 
�nd�v�duals. In add�t�on to wayfind�ng, the pro-
gram �ncludes park�ng lot �dent�ficat�on, bu�ld-
�ng �dent�ficat�on, and d�rector�es to be used as 
�dent�ficat�on and or�entat�on dev�ces.

The wayfind�ng des�gn scheme bu�lds upon 
the ex�st�ng program and �ncreases leg�b�l�ty. 
The deta�ls of the wayfind�ng program make 
use of the layer�ng of panels of dark gray and 
a center burgundy panel that accentuates the 
UNTHSC staff �con and brand color. The s�gns 
are des�gned w�th a m�n�mal footpr�nt, mak�ng 
them v�s�ble throughout the s�te.
 
The program has been des�gned so that any 
s�gn type fam�ly or sect�on of campus can be 
phased and �nstalled at �ts earl�est conven�ence 
to celebrate the �n�t�al master plan �mplementa-
t�on progress from the publ�c’s v�ewpo�nt. 

Campus entry monument s�gns s�m�lar to the concept shown w�ll be placed at the major entry-
way to mark the boundary of the Un�vers�ty and welcome v�s�tors.  

The master plan deta�ls opportun�t�es to strengthen the per�meter of campus to create a stronger sense of place and arr�val.
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signAge And WAyfinding

The master plan document deta�ls a complete 
package of s�gn concepts for campus-w�de 
use.  Examples �nclude the follow�ng s�gn 
types.

Primary vehicular Directional
S�zed for veh�cular leg�b�l�ty, th�s s�gn �s located 
at the pr�mary entrances to the campus. 
 
overhead Directional 
Th�s s�gn des�gn can e�ther be used for one-
way dr�veways or no park�ng zones and con-
t�nues to strengthen the UNTHSC sense of 
place. 
 
Parking lot identification
Park�ng lots are the pr�mary dest�nat�on for v�s�-
tors. Th�s s�gn would �dent�fy the park�ng areas 
and make use of park�ng lot nomenclatures.   
 
building identification
Th�s s�gn celebrates the arr�val for pedestr�ans 
at each bu�ld�ng entry. The s�gn �s d�st�nct�vely 
un�que, w�th each graph�c name des�gned 
w�th d�mens�onal sta�nless steel letters. 

Des�gn concepts for s�gn types such as Bu�ld�ng Ident�ficat�on, Pedestr�an D�rect�onals, and 
D�rector�es are �ncluded as a part of the final master plan.

Des�gn concepts for s�gn types such as Pr�mary, Overhead and Park�ng Lot D�rect�onals are 
�ncluded as a part of the final master plan.

Pedestrian Directional 
S�m�lar to the other des�gns, th�s s�gn w�ll 
be strateg�cally located at dec�s�on po�nts 
throughout the campus to d�rect pedestr�ans 
to the�r dest�nat�on.

Pedestrian Directory
Located �n spec�fic areas throughout the s�te, 
between park�ng areas and bu�ld�ngs, the d�-
rectory �s des�gned to prov�de �nter�or back-l�t 
�llum�nated s�te map �nformat�on along w�th 
changeable l�st�ng sl�ps for �n-house mod�fica-
t�ons.
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PArking And trAffiC

Park�ng spaces are prov�ded for students, 
faculty, staff, pat�ents, and tenants at the UN-
THSC.  Over half of the ex�st�ng park�ng �nven-
tory, or 1,136 spaces, are located on surface 
lots.   An add�t�onal 1,044 spaces are ava�lable 
�n garages, w�th the West Garage prov�d�ng 74 
spaces for faculty and staff, and the East Ga-
rage prov�d�ng 645 spaces for students and 
general park�ng.  The park�ng garage asso-
c�ated w�th the former Osteopath�c Hosp�tal 
conta�ns 325 spaces. It �s currently not �n use, 
but awa�t�ng some �mprovements to update �t 
to current park�ng garage standards.  Overall, 
park�ng lots account for over half of the �mper-
v�ous surface area of the campus.

The ex�st�ng campus park�ng lots and garages 
are not completely ut�l�zed.  To avo�d park�ng 
fees, many students and staff park �n the sur-
round�ng ne�ghborhoods and on the street �n 
the museum d�str�ct south of Camp Bow�e.   
Th�s �s espec�ally true for students and staff 
enrolled �n rotat�ons outs�de of the campus 
l�m�ts or who are on campus for short per�ods 
of t�me.  Deta�led �nformat�on regard�ng park-
�ng and traffic recommendat�ons are �ncluded 
�n the master plan document.

Ex�st�ng Park�ng Cond�t�ons at the UNTHSC.

Student/General Parking

Patient Parking

Faculty/Staff 
Parking

Mixed Parking

Acquired Parking

Tenant Parking

18

18Parking Lot Capacity

23
120

35

25

11

7

166

24

86

79

20

249

60

4836

10

20 94

64574

25

5

Proposed Park�ng Garages �n the F�nal Master Plan
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utiLity infrAstruCture

As part of the master plan process, an overall 
�nvest�gat�on was done on both the ex�st�ng 
campus ut�l�ty structure and �nfrastructure re-
qu�red �n conjunct�on w�th the final plan.  Ex�st-
�ng �nfrastructure was �nspected and rev�ewed 
�n the field and current ut�l�ty consumpt�on 
rates and amounts were analyzed.  The loca-
t�on of ex�st�ng ut�l�t�es, such as power l�nes 
and ut�l�ty easements, were analyzed to deter-
m�ne the best strategy for development of the 
new osteopath�c property west of Montgom-
ery Street.  The easements were rev�ewed to 
determ�ne how cost proh�b�t�ve �t m�ght be to 
re-route some the ut�l�t�es �n conjunct�on w�th 
placement of new bu�ld�ngs, plazas, and gar-
dens. 
  
As the final plan developed, an energy model 
was bu�lt to pred�ct the magn�tude and charac-
ter�st�cs of the final campus load.  The ex�st�ng 
campus �nfrastructure �s based on a non-cen-
tral method of d�str�but�on.  Only a few of the 
or�g�nal bu�ld�ngs are connected to a ut�l�ty p�pe 
loop, wh�ch allows them to share ut�l�t�es and 
central�ze ma�ntenance.  Most of the bu�ld�ngs 
constructed after 1980 have been des�gned 
w�th the�r own �nternal plant.   As a result, the 

campus has a h�gh number of �nd�v�dually op-
erated mechan�cal rooms.  Part of the goal 
of the master plan �s to �nvest�gate opt�ons to 
move toward a more central�zed strategy for 
the port�on of campus west of Montgomery 
Street.  The deta�ls of the ma�n ut�l�ty report 
shown �n the master plan present a strategy 
for �mplementat�on on campus.  It also pres-
ents real operat�on budget numbers based on 
ut�l�ty usage and cost over the next 20 years, 
wh�ch test the financ�al feas�b�l�ty of such a 
strategy.

Ex�st�ng ut�l�ty �nfrastructure at the Un�vers�ty �s p�ctured above.
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ConCePts

The arch�tectural methodology set forth �n the 
des�gn gu�del�nes w�ll embrace several ex�st-
�ng cond�t�ons wh�le expand�ng and defin�ng a 
new character for the UNTHSC.  These devel-
opment strateg�es, set forth �n the gu�del�nes, 
w�ll help define the campus �n two major ways.  
F�rst, they w�ll �dent�fy spat�al boundar�es for 
landscape spaces on campus. Second, they 
w�ll support, strengthen, and further develop 
a strong arch�tectural �mage for th�s colleg�al 
�nst�tut�on.  These gu�del�nes w�ll also outl�ne 
bu�ld�ng pos�t�on for future campus growth.  
Furthermore, th�s framework w�ll define and 
prov�de bas�c v�sual cons�stency and s�m�lar�ty 
for an overall un�fied campus �mage.  These 
defin�ng character�st�cs w�ll address and de-
scr�be several areas of �mportance such as:

Bu�ld�ng Pos�t�on
Bu�ld�ng Mass�ng
Bu�ld�ng Organ�zat�on
Bu�ld�ng Art�culat�on
Bu�ld�ng Mater�als and Color

Each w�ll prov�de a careful range of concepts 
wh�le allow�ng for flex�b�l�ty and var�at�on, thus 
bestow�ng r�chness and character to the cam-
pus.  The object�ve �s to promote �nnovat�on 
wh�le also ma�nta�n�ng v�sual cohes�veness 
and cons�stency.  The ex�st�ng arch�tecture on 
campus prov�des and defines several �mpor-
tant attr�butes, wh�ch w�ll ass�st �n present�ng 
a coherent and blended campus of old and 
new.











New Buildings Existing Buildings
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site - buiLding Positions And setbACks

The Master Plan has defined and determ�ned 
a conceptual layout for future cap�tal projects 
for the Un�vers�ty. Wh�le many of the bu�ld�ngs 
are yet to be programmed, key �nformat�on 
such as floor count and est�mated square feet 
are prov�ded.

blDG ToTal arEa ProGraM 
FloorS baSEMENT MECH/ 

PENTHoUSE ParKiNG

blDG a 153,000 SQ. FT 5 0 1 0

blDG b 99,000 SQ. FT 4 0 1 0

blDG C 153,500 SQ. FT 5 0 1 0

blDG C-1 48,000 SQ. FT 3 0 0 0

blDG D 129,500 SQ. FT 6 0 1 2

blDG E 143,000 SQ. FT 4 1 1 0

blDG F 46,200 SQ. FT 4 0 1 0

blDG G 102,200 SQ. FT 4 0 1 0

blDG H 129,500 SQ. FT 5 0 1 0

blDG J 136,000 SQ. FT 5 1 1 0

blDG K 103,000 SQ. FT 4 0 1 0

GaraGE a 142,000 SQ. FT - - - 3

GaraGE b 336,000 SQ. FT - - - 3

ParKiNG C REFURBISH - - - -

CENTral 
PlaNT -

To Match 
adj Garage - - -
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mAssing ConCePts

As s�mple geometr�c forms define many of the ex�st�ng campus bu�ld�ngs, the same strategy �s 
to be followed for the development of new bu�ld�ngs on campus.  Add�t�onally, each new bu�ld-
�ng �s to be des�gned w�th s�m�lar vert�cal mass�ng; base, body and top.  The express�on of base 
cond�t�on offers opportun�t�es to engage and v�sually connect th�s zone w�th the pedestr�an.  The 
body of the bu�ld�ng may be art�culated a var�ety of ways although each �s defined by �ts asso-
c�at�on w�th open space; bu�ld�ng elevat�on to street, quad, garden, etc.  The top / penthouse 
sect�on of each bu�ld�ng �s to be defined by s�mple corn�ce l�nes or flush masses (see ex�st�ng 
bu�ld�ngs) wh�le the penthouse �s to be set-back away from the facade to d�m�n�sh the�r presence 
from the ground.  Examples of relevant bu�ld�ng bases, m�ddles and tops are �ncluded above.

Bu�ld�ng art�culat�on strateg�es define s�mple gu�del�nes for v�sual cons�stency and relat�onsh�ps.  
These �nclude logg�as, open�ngs, screens/louvers, sta�r towers, and pedestr�an/student l�nk-
ages

Strateg�es for bu�ld�ng mass�ng are defined and categor�zed �nto two types; fabr�c and figural.  
Fabr�c strategy or core bu�ld�ngs, wh�ch are the predom�nate type for campus, are defined as 
ma�nta�n�ng connect�ons and cohes�on w�th�n the ex�st�ng campus.  Also, these bu�ld�ngs are to 
be sens�t�ve to scale, bulk, and relat�onsh�ps as the�r relat�onsh�p to the ne�ghborhoods �s cr�t�cal.  
The figural strategy �s defined by the Camp Bow�e Blvd. corr�dor.  The relat�onsh�p and v�sual 
connect�on w�th the Cultural D�str�ct museums suggests a more act�ve, part�c�patory assoc�at�on.  
The recently completed Center for B�oHealth �s a fine example of th�s strategy.

Fabric - Building Campus Body Figural - Camp Bowie Corridor

mAssing strAtegies

SIMPLE GEOMETRIC SHAPES

Similarities with existing core buildings 

on campus.

Top

Body

Base
Base Line

Base Middle Top

N

E

Flexible Articulated 
Zones
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buiLding mAteriALs

Bu�ld�ng mater�als are categor�zed �n three parts; pr�mary, secondary, and accent. Pr�mary mater�-
als w�ll define the ma�n bu�ld�ng surfaces and w�ll take cues from the ex�st�ng campus.  These 
mater�als should cons�st of l�mestone, cast stone, or precast. Secondary mater�als w�ll define 
those spec�al cond�t�ons of the bu�ld�ng such as base, br�dges, logg�a, glaz�ng, and screen/lou-
vers.  Add�t�onally, on quad and garden facades as well as transparency and open facades are 
to be des�gned to promote �nteract�on between �ns�de and out.  These mater�als cons�st of the 
follow�ng; glass, metal panel, metal screen, and spec�al textured precast. Accent mater�als can 
be used �n smaller quant�t�es and �n spec�al accent cond�t�ons of the bu�ld�ng such as sta�r tow-
ers, base l�ne cond�t�on, and logg�a.

buiLding CoLors

Bu�ld�ng colors are categor�zed �n two parts; pr�mary and accent.  Pr�mary mater�als w�ll define 
the ma�n bu�ld�ng surfaces and w�ll be der�ved from the color of the mater�al and take cues from 
the ex�st�ng campus precast. Accent colors can be used �n smaller quant�t�es and �n spec�al 
cond�t�ons to accent spec�fic bu�ld�ng areas such as entrances, br�dges, sta�r towers, base, 
logg�a, and base l�ne.  These colors should be r�ch and harmon�ous w�th the natural mater�al for 
the bu�ld�ng’s body.

Primary Materials Base

Body

Stair Tower

Penthouse / Top

Accent

Base

Bridges

Special Building Elements

Secondary

LoggiaStair Tower

Primary

Secondary and accent

Primary

accent

Stair Tower

Base

Body
Natural Materials 
Colors

Accent

Base

Bridges

Special Building Elements

Secondary

LoggiaStair Tower

Penthouse / Top
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Landscape gu�del�nes prov�de a plant�ng 
outl�ne and spec�e range to support the final 
master plan.  These gu�del�nes also help to 
define the character and plant�ng framework 
of the follow�ng:  per�meter trees (adjacent to 
ne�ghborhoods, Camp Bow�e Blvd, W. 7th 
Street), �nter�or campus trees, Montgomery 
Street trees, spec�al quad trees, spec�al gar-
den trees, other spec�al plant�ngs. The goal 
of landscap�ng across campus �s to prov�de a 
smooth trans�t�on between the Un�vers�ty and 
each of the ne�ghbor�ng edges. 

Quads and gardens are deta�led w�th�n the landscape des�gn gu�del�nes.  Locat�on, context, and 
content are descr�bed.

The master plan �ncludes gu�del�nes spec�fy campus landscape deta�ls �nclud�ng tree type and s�ze.  
Trees types w�ll be chosen based on the ab�l�ty to blend each campus edge w�th adjacent ne�ghbor-
hoods or d�str�cts, further support�ng the master plan pr�nc�ples.



37UNTHSC Master Plan and Design Guidelines ExECUTivE SUMMary


