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Texas Bridges Are Safe

All bridges open to traffic on Texas public roads in the State of Texas are safe.

The Texas Department of Transportation has a very thorough bridge inspection
program. TxDOT inspects every bridge in Texas at least once every 24 months. These
inspections include an on-site evaluation of each component of the bridge.

As part of the inspection, the bridge is load rated by engineering analysis to determine
its safe load capacity. If the load rating determines the structure cannot safely carry the
state legal load — 80,000 pounds — then the bridge is load restricted and signs are
posted. If the condition of the bridge reaches an unacceptable level, the bridge is
closed. This inspection and load rating process ensures all open bridges are safe.

Quick Bridge Facts:

o Texas has more than 50,000 on- and off-system bridges, more than any other
state. This constitutes 1/12th of the nation’s bridge infrastructure (600,000
bridges in U.S.).

o Approximately 33,000 bridges are on the Texas state highway system,
and approximately 17,000 Texas bridges are off-system.

o 2,024 bridges, only 4 percent of all Texas bridges, are categorized as structurally
deficient. 445 bridges categorized as structurally deficient are on the state
highway system and 1,579 are off-system structures. Less than 1.5 percent of
the state’s on-system bridges are rated as structurally deficient.

e 282 bridges categorized as structurally deficient are currently being rehabilitated
or replaced. Another 1,303 bridges classified as structurally deficient are under
development as part of the state’s ten-year Unified Transportation Plan. The
state’s remaining 439 bridges classified as structurally deficient are not currently
scheduled for rehabilitation or replacement, and no funding has been identified
for them.
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Definitions of Bridge Terms:

Structurally Deficient — The term "structurally deficient” is used by the Federal
Highway Administration to designate bridges eligible for federal funding. Bridges
are considered structurally deficient if significant elements of the bridge are
deteriorating or damaged, extreme restriction on load carrying capacity or the
adequacy of the waterway opening under the bridge is extremely inadequate. A
structurally deficient bridge should not be confused with an unsafe bridge.
Through regular inspection, TxDOT identifies unsafe conditions and closes
unsafe bridges. A structurally deficient bridge, when open to traffic, typically
requires significant maintenance and repair to remain in service and eventual
rehabilitation or replacement to address deficiencies. To remain in service,
structurally deficient bridges are often posted with weight limits to restrict the
gross weight of vehicles to less than the maximum weight allowed by Texas law
(80,000 pounds).

Sufficiency Rating — The federal government uses inspection data compiled by
TxDOT to calculate a complex formula called the sufficiency rating to determine
federal bridge program funding eligibility. The sufficiency rating is a number
calculated for each bridge from numerous variables that evaluate structural
adequacy and safety, serviceability and functional obsolescence and essentiality
for public use. Sufficiency rating values range from 0 (low) to 100 (high). For a
bridge to qualify for federal Highway Bridge Program funds the sufficiency rating
must be 80 or below and the bridge must be classified as structurally deficient or
functionally obsolete. A low sufficiency rating number does not necessarily mean
that the bridge is in need of immediate repair. Unsafe bridges are closed to
traffic.

On-system bridge — These bridges are part of the designated state highway
system, are administered by TxDOT, and are typically funded with a combination
of federal and state or state-only funds.

Off-system bridge — These bridges are not part of the designated state highway
system and are under the direct jurisdiction of a local government entity such as

a county, city, or special district with authority to finance a highway improvement
project. These projects may be funded locally or with state-administered federal

Highway Bridge Program (HBP) funds (80% federal, 10% state, 10% local).

For More Information:

Kelly Hoffman, Bridge Division Chris Lippincott, Government & Public Affairs
(512) 416-2278 (512) 463-9957
khoffma@dot.state.tx.us clippin@dot.state.tx.us
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