- A000 3523
' EDWARD B. BENJAMIN

SUITE 825 WHITNEY BUILDING
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70130

December 1st, 1977

Mr, Guy F. LeMieux ‘ ‘ _ y
President o , \
The Board of Levee Commissioners \
202 Administration Building

¢ _ s 1
New Orleans, ILouisiana 70126 S \ \

Dear Mr. LeMieux: : S, T

George Janv1er, Jr. and I thought that\the eXpOSLtlon went
excellently vesterday, but Ceorge/felt that\the benefit to
the North shore might have been\\ Q\nsized a bit more.

I have this one suggesti n*eé ‘get®ing up an enlargement of
Chart 11006. This shows An mUCh\bettef ~perspective than
‘the early historic 106k1ng chart, that You-had on the left-
hand wall as one faced %he speaker, “the immenqity of the
Gulf as compared with thié\llttle secﬁion representing

New Orleans an /itsg}mmealate environment.

Z/ ™ \\ ™, .//

s

That large le representation w1]1 give people an idea
of the tremendoha extenE{Sf thé& Gulf in comparison and
the capacity fér\building u?\tldal waves.

. //

I'm certain that ab-sbmd'stage of the game there will be
a tidal wave built up. of” ‘at least 50 feet coming in from
the east, The marshes at t he head of Lake Rorgne will
probably reduce this to about 25 feet, such as the surge
that hit rass Christian. But if you have 25 feet of water
going in through the Rigolets and the Chef, the good ILord
only knows what would happen. - :

We must keep the Gulf out of the I.ake. That is the essence
of the probler, as I see it.



Gt
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T

gt?$ ],_ ‘-Ybu will be hearing shortly from Danny Killeen. the new
B COmmodore of the: southern thht c1ub. '

I want to wish every success with the effort and I will

[

do what I can. along the lines you suggested

q“;-sincerely,ff

. ccy Colonel Early J. R
. Mr, Frederic M. G
~ Mr, George Janvif

 EBB.Dbjb ff; '  R o .”,r?»‘_ﬁ" TR e
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' 29 June 1977
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- IN REPLY, REFER TO -
umm;-ur_ et

A e e

Mr. George Janvier, Jr.
. 1726 Peniston Streaet '

Dear Mr. Janvier:

"I enjoyed our visit on Wednesday, 8 June 1977, during which we discussed
) the Lake POntchartrain, Louisiana and Vicinity hurricane pro:ection project.
g -; "s, v -, . sy 3 w R
. As promigsed I am furniahing you with a copy of all our previous corres- .
‘ %ﬁ%w‘“ ‘pondence with Mr.’ Edward’ Benjamin agﬂ_n;hg; eorreagondence, .of which we
have recelved a Copy, he has had with various other people. This will

update you with much of the information which Mr. Benjamin has received.

‘ We specifically discussed your concern that with the barriers closed, the
.+.. . stages in the Pearl River area and in the Mississippi Sound near Waveland
will be higher than they would be without the barriers in place. I offer
;the 1nformation in the. follcwing two paragraphs as an explanation. T

PUIRE & 20 SR

'Besides’the barrier structures to be located in The Rigolets and Chef
Menteur Pass, those parts of the existing Highway 90 embankment which
are at or above elevation 9.0 feat m.s.,l. will be incorporated into
”mj. the barrier plan. Protection along short low segments of the roadway
e along Highway 90 will be fthcreased by constructing levees adjacent to
1 the roadway which will provide a continuous barrier for some 18 miles
between its junction with the New Orleans East, South Point to GIWW
"levee on the west and West Pearl River on the east. The total length
of the Chef Menteur and The Rigolets control structures is about 2 miles .
as opposed to the 18 miles of highway and levee embankment in the same
reach, - The height of Highway 90 and Chef Menteur barrier east and west
levees and The Rigolets barrier north and south levees forming the
‘barrier will be 5 feet lower than the height of the structures. The
. Interstate 10 Highway embankment and natural ground elavations east of
¢, 8lidell preclude any "'flanking" threat via the Pearl River to the east .. . ...
.of Slidell. This alleged "flanking" threat, the waters flowing around = |
' the east 'side of the barriera; has been an argument of the North Shore:d"“'””

Y erities for years without regard to its ph aical impoasibility. o
siniia wﬁh‘t ‘s:;,&.?f 7 WL R fgg - YP y 3 , SO
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- Mr. Dicharry/pbs/430
29 June 1977

IMNED-MP
Mr. George Janvier, Jr.

nlDuring the maximm winds of the hurricane, the structures will have s R
“been closed and the waters from Lake Borgna will build up until they . =
~overtop the low barrier levees and ‘highway embankment and spill into f
lake Pontchartrain just as these waters do now under prasent conditions.
This overtopping will have only minor effects on Lake Pontchartrain
" because the barriers will have kept out much of the water that would
have gotten into the lake earlier under existing conditions. But, this
will at the same time, provide relief to Lake Borgne to practically the
.same degree as occurs under present conditions. . Therefore, the water
”; levels in the adjacent streams tributary to Lake Borgne and in the '
+adjacent Misaissippi Sound area’will bé only slightly affected by the”
.@foperation of the barrier complexes during early stages of a hurricane
passaga but will not be affected at its peak. .

How .

i .. T hope this information will answer some of your questions concerning
' this vital project for this area., If you have any additional questions,
' ,please:call me. Thanks again for your 1nterest. S -’ BARTON

,r i -:-;, L

‘y‘_Since:elyquu;s,. 1;w;k e e

Aﬁqﬁ}&‘w‘*m&‘% ki S

20 Incl . FREDERIC M. CHATRY
See attached ~  Chief, Engineering Division

{temized list




LIST OF CORRESPONDENCES INCLOSED WITH
LETTER TO MR. GEORGE JANVIER

29 June 1977

Incl A

1. Mr. Benjamin. Mr. Chatry | v : 29 Dec 76
2. Mr. Chatry Mr. Benjamin .12 Jan 77
3. | Mr. Benjamin . Mr. Chatry 14 Jan 77
4, M. Benjamin N.0. City Council 26 Jan 77
5. Mr. Chatry Mr. Benjamin 4 Feb 77
6. . Mr. Benjamin Mr. Chatry | 11 Feb 77
7. Mr. Benjamin Mr. Chatry , 16 Feb 77
8.° ' Mr. Benjamin Mr. Chatry 25 Feb 77
9. Mr. Benjamin" St. Tammany Police Jury: 3 Mar 77
10. Mr. Benjamin La. Cong. Delegation 22 Mar‘77
11. Mr. Benjamin Mr. Chatry ‘ x: 25 Mar 77
12. Mr. Benjamin Mr. Chatry 28 Mar 77
13. Mr. Chatry Mr. Benjamin 29 Mar 77
14. Mr. Tonry  Mr. Benjamin 29 Mar 77
15. Mr. Benjamin Mr. Chatry 4 Apr 77
16. \ Mr. Benjamin T Mr. Tonry 4 Apr 77
17. Mr. Chatry ., | Mr. Benjamin 13 Apr 77
18. Mr. Tonry Mr. Benjamin ' 20 Apr 77
19. Mr. Benjamin : Mr. Chafry 26 Apr 77

20. Col. Rush" Mr. Tonry 3 May 77




EDWARD B. BENJAMIN

SUITE 825 WHITNEY BUILDING

NEW ORLEANS TOl:30

July 215t,_1977

Mr. Ed Tunstall

Editor

THE TIMES~PICAYUNE

3800 Howard Avenue

New Orleans, Louisimna 70140

Dear Sir:

Your editorial, July 1l4th, opposing barriers for hurricane
protection, literally astounded me.

In my long lifetime, I have spent in the aggregate about seven
years on the water, and I have had to ride out hurricanes or
seek refuges from them all the way from New Orleans to Maine.

I know hurricane effects full well.

I want to say categorically that if a giant hurricane like
Camille had struck fifty miles to the west, without any barriers
at the Rigolets or the Chef or the Seabrooke, God only knows

‘'what would have happened to New Orleans.

Land would be inundated arcund the lake for miles. The drainage
canal in Orleans and Jefferson Parishes would back up. The old
Bayou St. John area would be inundated many feet, and this
would spread far into the city.

And when the eye of the storm had passed and the winds came from
the northeast there is no telling how much water might be put
over the lakefront.

It is inconceivable that any issue has been made about these
barriers. They need only be in place for two or three days
when a hurricane is approaching, and as designed, they can be
removed in a few hours when the eye of the hurricane passes
over and the wind comes from a different direction.




.

We are sitting on a powder keg in the C:L..y of New Orleans
and its environment.

We ought to all get in behind this hurricame project with
every means at our command. :

Yours very truly,

@& ,%&’/’W
cc: Mr. Ashton Phelps :

Colonel Early J. Rush ’ Dictated by Mr. Benjamir
Mr. Frederic M. Chatry and signed in his absence
Mr. George Janvier, Jr. to avoid delay.

Mr. Guy F. LeMieux

EBB.bjb
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Samday, July 23,1977

. The 'l‘imes-Picaynne

Carter Vows Review
of Storm Barrier Plan

By JOHN LaPLACE
President Carter Fnday assured state Rep Ron

Faucheux he will review the Army Corps of Engi--

neer’'s proposed $300 million hurricane barrier plan
for Lake Pontchartrain.
“I explained the people of First District want good

buricane protection, but are sure the barrier plan

won’t work and could eventually become a $300 bil-

‘lion boondoggle,” Faucheux said. Faucheux, the

Democratic nominee for Congress from the First
District, met with Carter and congressional liaison
Frank Mcore while the President motored from his
press conference at the Hilton Inn, 901 Airline Hwy.,
to Air Force One.

Carter agreed to review a mermorandum by state

Rep. Edward Scogin of Slidell outlining opposition to -

the barrier plan and ask the Army Corps of Engi-
neers for a report en the project, Faucheux said. - -
Already, the Corps has awarded several contracts
for initial work on the barrier plan, which is part of
the overall hurricane protecticn plan for Lake

Pontchartrain.

Carter bounded down the steps of Air Force One

shortly after 8 am., wearing khaki trousers, a brown
short-sleeved shirt and carrying a windbreaker.
After a brief round of handshaking with digni-

taries, Carter boarded Marine One for the one-hour .

trip to the oil rig operated by Zapata Offshore Co. of
Houston.

Carter departured for Washington, D.C., at approx-
imately 12:15 p.m. and the concensus was the trip to
the Gulf of Mexico rig was worthwhile.

U.S. Rep. Lindy Boggs said Carter probably will
use the information he gleaned during the trip to
educate others throughout the nation about the need
and effects of offshore drilling operations.

“He felt that his own trip has given him first kand
knowledge with which he could educate the rest of
the nation. . . with more force,” Mrs. Boggs said.

Mrs. Boggs, U.S. Sens. Russeli B. Long and J. Ben-
nett Johnston and Gov. Edwin Edwards flew with
Carter and the President’s energy advisor James
Schlesinger to therig. - -

Long and Johnston said the visit to the offshore oil
rig apparently impressed Carter.

“He’s a wiser man today than he was yesterday.

“We beat his ear all the way there and all the way
back with information on the rlg and offshore drill-

- ing,“ Long said.

"Johnston said he beileved Carter wanted to show
other araas of the naticn the compatibility of off-

_shore oil drilling and the environment. ..
Before donning his windbreaker and boarding the

marine helicopter, Carter visited briefly with nearly
two dozen Louisiana dignitaries who formed a greet-
“ing line at the General Aviation ferminal of New
Orleans International Airport.

. Edwards and Long headed the line-up of Louisiana -
Democrats which included Lt. Gev. James Fitzmor-

‘'ris, New Orleans Mayor Moon Landrieu, Jefferson
Parish President Douglas Allen, Jefferson Dist. Atty.
John Mamoulides, Kenner Mayor Joseph Yenni,
Atty. Gen. William Guste, Secretary of State Paul
Hardy, Agriculture Commissioner Gil Dozier, Insur-
ance Commissioner Sherman Bernard, Orleans Par-

Sec. l-PE._3_ ,

[

‘~

ish Criminal Sheriff Chnrla Foti, Faucheux and :

others.

. . N e
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Wﬂy K. Bdward B, Bagianin :a:ma 1 mﬂ.n of your lethers &6

“him asved 39 Haroh an® 20 April 1977 relative to the “harriers® for the

.- Lake Poatctartrain, louleisna end Wiatanity Burricass Pretection prejeet,. -

i ~In thoms lstters you atated that “the Corps of Euginsers wwm&mthn._ ..
v e alteraate plan-of: stiengthening wad raising tha ‘levess surrouading” b
N Naw Orleans and the coastal parishes would lave the sawe effagt as the

barrier without the Jdetrimental effect to our lake.* If, during our
conversations vonserning the hurricane protectics urojeat, I coaveyad

that lxpresaion to you, I regrat that guch voourred, It ia true that a

high level plan oould ba: deviged to protect Orleans, Jafferson, and -

W St. Charles Farishas; rm, the sffects of a high level plan vexsus

Jee - SB8 haTxiax plan are not the arm.s‘mgswthu. X do pot agres that the - G o
~ bawsier plan will have a Jetrimeantal effect on Lake Pentehartrala, Xa .
. ohe intevest of clarifying the relative merits of the baxrier plan of - ° = .
yrotestion vexsys the high mx »lan, we offer the follovwing informaticn, "

The U %, Army Corpg of Zagineers Has convsiatently Cevared the Larrier
Flan ovex the hlgh level plan. As early as 21 boveuder 1982, with tue
publication of the Iuntexim Survay Repost for the projeckt, tha Corpe of
Bagineera recomesaded the bHarrier plan ovey all otharx alternatives, .
iacluding specifically the high level plan, In the Eavironmental L aet
Rtoatonont filad wicth CSy in Janusxy 1975, and at & public reeting on

22 vebruaxy 1973, we oontinued to publiely atate our convigtion that the
barrier plan iw, oa balance, the best means for -roviding protuotion Irowm
aurricane flovding. That viev hss been repeatuedly recorded in Rewspiier
xaports {coples of a represontative saump;ling are inglesed) in the metrg-
politan axws, and is curvsspoadence with individuala aud publie offfclale,

. w e s : ru T e
PR & S s [ SRRt A ;’.’W,' R * pER ;'!l“&;f*" ,4«.,Lv‘
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3 tay 1% 77

o' m'-’ﬂt&l the upnm m:&nm mm, thh atstriet was &uaged
Ay the rmmmxma: 1965 to design and dmplusent an effegtives -
7 mw protection syutem for the dxeas adiacent to iahe Pontehavivain,
o um wid, ve have spplied the aost advenced and acespted anglnsaring
xpﬂm&plw Lo #cm).w a aonnd mad realistic pyotectiva neatem, This
aysten 16 called tine Lake Pentehartrain, Losteiana an® vielsity Surricane
Prutection project, and s comuriesd of lowss, {low J&ll‘h and mv&gaum
m am mml sumumr. :
ant tu%m M m mjm izl umd: the “rmhr “"mv :i.
e {wmm systom conziets of navigation and flood oontrel cosplexes - .
T at Chetf Penteur Faasn, Tae Myoelets, and at eabresh, The nursese of t!mm
conplexes iz toe prevent mmooatrolled hurricane tidal zurges fros anterisg
© and elevatiag ...a!m Fongehardrain, By controlliag water levals in the m‘
st asar poszal c¢lavations lu sdvande of » burricase, the potantial tor -
- £100ding areas Dosrdering the entize lake is reatly duniniuied. . In com~
" Jonotion with this soscept, the rugudred Lelzhis of ;rotective waxkis aach
&3 loveos and {loodwnlls Lxonting tha lake are qruatly reduced. Lecause
ot ‘redused frotective nolynts; the cost snd comstruction time related v
o reio-ars dikawise roduesds. ﬁm Aaving will weoroe 80t ouly o lavess 1 Ben st
and flocdwalls wnieh ars curmestiy ‘paret of thie projoct kut slaso to amy '
future guch systess wihich wmheht be constructad slouy the iaksshore.
Uy coutxolling the ievel ¢Ff ctha lnke at o raduesd elevation, e siorn
WHLEX pumhing Gy9tese mm a&whmn riafofail runoif fnte tns lake metain
a higher dagrew of efficioncy than they wsould without the barrisr systes,
i addition, the wuer structures at Chaf Hesteur aid Rigolets sre balag
. deaigned 30 a8 Lo avoid any sigslfiomnt altaration of the natural atters
of tidal intezcianges vieress, the Ceabrock conplex is beiny dasioned wo
pegulate aad wenage & salinity resizme i the lake favorable to fish aud
wildlife, 3In short, the hurzicswe protaction pxoject a8 cuExently vlatned
Vg rcyumta an affevtive mwmarzw m‘ueum te mn:risv natural “lmdmg '

'mmgh t Zz}.qn Iaval plan mid . dﬂ&m& 147 musat Oplesan, Jelforson.
and St, cvharies Parisies. it would atford na protesctien bo othax lake-

 shore cosasnities uhid\ are subject to the sane hurricane thrent s the
thres paxish ares. Tho high lovel plan. with levess and floodwalls fren
6 &t 3 feet hisghex tm.u the Narzier plun, would slcel floantly isyaly the
. sesuthotie mud recrestional vyualities of the watropalitan shorsiine sad
would eadt approxizately 50 percent wove Than the barrier plaa.  Prrtbex-
roye, with the bigher sad longer darstion ilal utaces i the laks whler

T cun ba supected with the high lewsl plss, the dralsass pusping stations
\ w,.!.c:.. sﬁisczuwgc an ol .b;uu wmﬁd b.m o mﬂczs,» mt!.;y mu«m P
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FSUEED - 1 b 3371
sonsgaple Tlzaard A, fonyy
ty local intersstu Ln oxdexr to retaln tha equivalant pwaning eapacity
realised uvader tha Larriexr plas.
Vimally, 5% wust e suserved that iv d= the tarsisy low lewel plan wideh
Counszoss datavrized. ¥ anlleve that oongreseloval astdon waald 2o
saciired lor G opnslruetion ¢f any othey lan, Irnalading coa Lich
ilevai ylan.

L 3 eppkudlate youy erpresiad conearn thab your constitusals Leé [roteciad

¢y © fpoa harricsae floodlas., I nladae 20 vou oy Imzt &fforts Io zee that

g s Cthlx pretection i3 previded in fue timelieat maanor possiila.
I vou desixey Jurchasr informstion relative o Lo srolact of oy J=gitiou
ralative Lo aly jowrviiea thereol, please lat «wr knew,

7=/
/
Eiueuredy vOuzs, JOHNSON
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: EDWARD B. BENJAMIN
SUITE 825 WHITNEY BUILDING
NEW ORLEANS 0130
© ..:April 26th, 1977 .
Mr. Frederic M. Chatry
E Chief, Enginnering Division
PR Department of the Army
' ¥ New Orleams District: ' . .. . ool daeea
Corps of Engineers 7 “ T R R R e
" post Office Box 60267
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160
Dear Mr. Chatry:
s Enclosed is copy of April 20th letter from Congressman

©_ Tonry regarding the hurricane protection project, which .
g s o -, SHOWS some confusion on his part.
I happened to note that this man was opposed to the
project and wrote him a letter on April 4th, copy of
which is enclosed.

Evidently Mr. Tonry did not take this letter in, entirely.
:As it happens, it may be that'Mr. Tonry will be'replaced,
but if he remains in, it probably would be best for you

to write him and set him straight on his ideas.

Kindest regards.

Sincerely,

whE

i, :

xﬂ““*#%m*%w*%&fEBB’bjb' o
Y Enclosure :

AL ATE g SR ) 7Y \Zo AN e e
: ; Sips YRS R



RICHAKD A. TONRY
v 1T DisTRICT, LOUISIANA

COMMITTEES!
ARMED SERVICES

SUBCOMMITTEES:

SEAPOWER AND STRATEGIC
AND CRITICAL MATERIALS

MILITARY PERSONNEL
MILITARY COMPENSATION

422 CANNON HousE OFFick Bmi.'oma
+ WasHinaToN, D.C. 20315
(202) 225-3015

HALE Boaas BuiLoing

Congress of the United States 300 e Svmcer

Room 1042
2’0“5‘ ot Btpl‘tﬂtntatlbtﬂ New ORLEANS, LouisiaNA 70130
ashington, B.L. 20515 onnusrere, Loaim 70045

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

SUBCOMMITTEES:

ENERGY RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT

April 20, 1977

SPACE SCIENCE AND APPLICATIONS

TRANSPORTATION, AVIATION

AND WEATHER

Mr. Edward B. Benjamin

" Suite 825 Whitney Building

New Orleans, Louisiana 70130
Dear Mr. Benjamin:

I have received your letter of April 4, taking
exception to my position on the barriers at the Chef
and Rigolets in connection with the Lake Pontchartrain
and Vicinity Hurricane Protection project. '

*

I regret that your information and mine are not in
agreement, however, we do agree on one thing, and that
is that a plan must be devised which would be success-
ful in keeping fierce hurricane waters from the New Or-
leans area and the coastal parishes.

As I stated in my previous letter to you, the Corps
of Engineers assured me that the _alternate plan of strength-

ening and raising the levees surrounding New Orleans and the

coastal parishes would have_the same effect at the barrier —

without the detrimental effect to our Lake. While I am not

/an engineer, I must accept the assurance of those who have

" had years of experience with such projects.

If you want to furnish me with a more detailed explana-
tion of your position on '"swinging barriers', I will be glad
to present it to the Corps of Engineers and request that they
look into the matter further.

I am interested in seeing that this project is carried out
in a manner which will provide the best hurricane protection
for our people and, at the same time, provide the lease ad-
verse effects on the Lake and its enviroms.

ncerely,

.

RICHARD A. TONR

c ‘ .. U.S. Congressman
RAT/ jc ‘ , WA
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L april 4th, 1977
»y;Congressman Richard Aa. Tonry;v' L
. House of Representatives ° RS S
" Wwashington, D. C, , 20515 . . A

' Re: Hurricane groﬁecfiongglan '

Dear CQngressman Tonry-ffﬁ*#

"You are under L2 mlsimpression when you thlnk that the
strengthenlng and raising of the levees surroundlng 1.;a

.. New Orleans and the coastal parishes would have the - . .
u&dgame effect as the barrier without the detrimental
effect to our lake. .;@; .f_ . v _h,bgnmﬁ:‘ v

e ‘ffNobody is thinking of puttlng any barrlers up that would o
! - ir . .keep the Gulf waters ‘out of the lake for more than a few"
: »*days.. But 1f you let these Gu1f waters come” into the -

- The volume of water coming lnto the ngolets under

’t_,? ordinary circumstances is fantastic. I know, . because

‘T havg had a 60' yacht swung under me like a matdhstick. _
and - I'm not talking about this under hurricane conditions -
_ﬂjust the nurmal wind and tlde.'“‘“” . AR RN

v N . 2 . '

R SR There is, going to have to be some’ design found for
'éifﬁ?*ff,m ’swinging barriers into place quickly and opentng them

: L fup auickly before and after hurricanes. " <

',,Ylndly keep this in mind

L

_ ancerely.

;.ﬁf;f‘ 'ﬁbé',}Mr.‘F. poche Waguespack =~ ,f 2 00%}L

Commodore Herbert O'Donnell
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ICHARD A:. TONRY:
oY DisTRICT, LOUISIANA

n co“ﬁkmrr::s:
ARMED SERVICES

422 CANNON 1HOUSE OFFICE EHHLDING ‘,-‘
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20515
(202) 225-3015

HaLE BosGs BUILDING
500 Campe STREET

~ Congress of the Wnited States hur s
mougt ot i‘t‘pftgtntatlhtﬁ INEW ORLEANS, loutsiAna 70130

Waghington, B.E. 20515
March 29, 1977

SUBCOMMITTEES:

BEAPOWER AND STRATEGIC
- AND CRITICAL MATERIALS

MILITARY PERSONNEL.
MILITARY COMPENSATION

E SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

9061 WEST JUuDGE PLREZ DRIVE
CHALMET TE, Louisiana 70043

SUBCOMMITTEES,

ENERGY RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT

SPACE SCIENCE AND APPLICATIONS

TRANSPORTATION, AVIATION
AND WEATHER

Mr. Edward B. Benjamin .
Suite 825 Whitney Building
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130

Re: Hurricane Protection Plan

Dear Mr. Benjamin:

I am in receipt of your letter addressed to the entire
Louisiana Delegation regarding the Hurricane Protection Plan.

I apprecidte your support of the Lake Pontchartrain hurri-
cane protection system.

As one who experienced the wrath of Hurricane Betsy and
who had water in his home for approximately fifteen days, I
am well aware of the need for adequate hurricane protection.

One particular phase of the hurricane protection plan as
outlined by the Corps of Engineers would include the erection
of barriers at the Chef and Rigolets.

After much study T am convinced these barriers would make
a stagnant pond out of Lake Pontchartrain destroying sports,

commercial, environmental and industrial development of the
lake. For this reason I have opposed only the barrier portion

of the plan.

I have consulted with the Corps and they have assured me
“that the alternate plan of strengthening and raising the levees
surrounding New Orleans and the coastal parishes have the same
effect as the barrier without the detrimental cffect to our lake.

.~ Your views on Federal matters are always welcomed.

Since liT‘X

; s g ;
R ok o
o ' ) ) %;’,*’ i S

"RTCHARD A. TONRY?
U.S. Congressman.

o

TS
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THE TIMES-PICAYUNE, NEW ORLEANS

... . SECTION FOUR—PAGE EIGHT
P

= FLOOD CONTROL

“ PLANS ARE TOLD

Projects Set at Rigolets,
Chef Menteur Pass

By ARTHUR C. ROANE
. The Army's new district en-
" gineer, Col. Herbert R. Haar
Jr., disclosed Tuesday plans for
flood control projects at the
Rigolets and Chef Menteur
Pass, plus a new navigalion lock
" at the Seabrook Bridge.
These jobs, plus the building
of 51 additional miles of levees
and the raising of another 35
miles of levees, are part of the
major hurricane protection plan
for the New Orleans arca.
Haar, a 45-year-old officer
who just came from an assign-
ment in Thailand, recently suc-
ceeded Col. Thomas J. Bowen,
. who retired.
: In addition to the $166 million
hurricane  protection *project,
Haar also said planning work
will continue on the proposed
new $120 million Industrial Ca-
nal lock near the Mississippi .
River.
$32 MILLION COST
He said the Rigolets job will-
‘ be started in early 1970, will
! take five years to complete and
will cost $32 million.
‘ The complex of siructures at
Chef Menteur Pass, also to be
started at the same time, will
po cost $16 million. The new bar-

rier structure would mean a re-

routing of the Intracoastal Wa-
terway.

Pointing to a map which
shows the existing and propos-
ed projects, Haar said he is im-
pressed “with the development
and the potential of this area,
for both deep and shallow draft
vessels. In addition, I have re-
ceived a friendly reception since
arriving in New Orleans.”

The Seabrook, Rigolets and
Chef Menteur jobs would mean
not only flood control protec-
“tion but also less salt water en-
tering Lake Pontchartrain.

On the proposed new Indus-
trial Canal lock, Haar said that
‘though he’s aware of the impor-

toamen af menvine aknanar] o ppin!s.

take three more years and con- .

) struction an additional four
T years.
) BID CONSIDERED
The present lock is 640 feet
lorg, 75 feet wide and 31':
fret deon The Cems of Encis
neers proposes outming ‘an ag-
jacent lock 1,200 feet long, 110:
feet wide and 45 feet doep. 1‘
Haar said the Dock Bogrdr
would like a new lock

wide and 50 feet deep and thatbe horne by the federal govern-iaining rights-nf-war, .
'to come from state or lcxal mon-i

“l thzs xs being considered.

13,

New Army Ingineer Has Big Job Ahead

RS e

MAP MARKINGS designating the $1865 mil-
lion long-range hurricane proiection project
for the New Orleans arca are pointed ou! by
Col. Herbert R. Haar Jr., new district engi-
neer for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
here. Haar, an officer since 1943, was given a
Meritorisus Public Service Award by the city

Hurricane Protection

N

NAVIGATION LOCK at S*abrook ard con-

.necting stone dikes tying into the lakeiront

humc.me protection plan near the New Or-

lsmx.s Lamiwnt Aivport is being desizred
e Ay

Lock \wuld sitt Ci

- P L R S R Tt ]

Corps oi Engineers.

iment.

—739°0 &v The Timzs-Puisvure
government of “a:hmaton D.C., for hi:
_ work on housing programs and de\elopmem
of a community renewal program. He is a
native of Alexandria, Va., and is a regis-
tered professional engineer in the District of
Coiumbia.

Design at Seabrook

hurricane-driven tides, profecting commie:
ciui waterborne traffic and pleasure cru:
between the lake and Inner Harbor Navic.
tion (aaal. Lock eonstructisn is schadul:
ta Fesin in Mav, 187), Estimated east to i

2.4 million.

N - ol i '
Half of the $120 million cost; The other haif, for bndges,;e_v, ke added.

140 feet:would be for the lock itself. toichange of utility iincs and ob-|

30 YEARS GLD
“The _present lock, w

will h"\e’ LES
Cont. in Sec. 4, Page i

Mn 5 s
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JRPRARSTEARIPAEPE-RES ) S 28

P < e - PP



VPRI ST i MM el LT g
PRI C R e 114

LT S N Rk

el AT IR

L ke o T 4 e et s A
B Vb TN A e e ot TEE v

A GATED CONTROL structure (lower cen-
ter), an adjacent navigation gate and a aam
across anoiier part of the pass (right) with
levees tying the structures together will be
consiructed to keep hurricane tides from

reaching Lake Pontchartrain through Chef -
Menteur Pass. The Corps of Engineers is
scheduled to start conmstruction in Janunary, .
1970 at aa estimated cost of $16 million.

o
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— THE TIMES-PICAYUNE, NEW ORLEANS.!
© Design of Complex to Protect Chef Pass i -
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|would be retained, is nearly 50
|years old and within 10 years

phone,” he said,

Hurricane;

Jwill have to undergo a major
overhaul. Thus we want to get
the new lock done before that
time,”” he gaid. .

Haar explained the major|
components of the long range
hurricane protection plan:

— The Rigolets part will in-
clude a gated cenirol structure,
dam across the pass, a naviga-
“|tion lock and levees tying these
structures together.

—The Chef Menteur Pass job,
to take four-and-a-half years to
‘|build, will include a gated con-
trol structure, adjacent naviga-
tion area, dam across the pass
and connecting levees.
— The Seabrook navigation
lock and connecting stone dykes
tying it into the lakefront pro-
tection near the New Orleans
{Airport, will cost $7.8 million.

jwould Laciiale pand: g o0 i,
'mercial crud pleasure toals pass-
ing between the lake and the
Industrial Canal. Construction is
scheduled to begin May, 1970,
and take three years.

These three projects are to he,
romnletad by 1978, denendind!
on covgressional appropriziions.!
[ “Perhaps 10 years seems like

$

a long time to some people b:.'..'

-« The lock would prevent hurri-{ - .
cane - driven tides from enter-! - -

LA., THURSDAY MORNING, AUGUST 22, 1968

! :

FLG{)D C@N”‘P@! when you're talking about a $166!gressional delegation is quite
i \V L !:nillion project, ihen it doesn'tjactive. “Not a day goes by that

seem so long,” Haar said. He|l don’t hear from at least one
Cont. from Sec. 4, Page 8 |said 70 per cent of this totallof them, either by letter or

would be federal money.
Haar said the Louisiana con- He said that since

i

A

(TCHART)

Gated Control Structure, Dam at Rigolets

HURRICANE PROTECTION for the Rigolets
Pass desiZned by ng weips e L s
includes a gated control struciuse, a dam
across the pass (cenler), a navigation lock .

cht) and jevees tying the structures

Fomsimantian an tho ealimated

milion complex is scheduled to stai

SJanuary, 1870,

:|Betsy otal of $13.7 mill d the C nin:
i o W : ':ted by Con-|Lake Borgne Lecvee District'of tie 5\1(551; ' :
active”” in OQutlet m:@ be in tg.o rep
flood control work since Betsyland planning staze’ for s
and work cluseiv with the Army|mcre years before any

lhe Engineer’s cffice.

has been appropri Con-| L
gress for flood control work injhave been “very
this area, including $7.5 million
by the present session.

The colonel said that both

‘ . | .
ion!Orleans Levee Board and thei Tne widening cnd deopt

sippi River

would begin, Le -5.‘}fd:,,

v
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Millions Put Inic Levee Frogrc

NEAR GOAL
OF TOTAL
PROTECTION

By RICHARD DENNERY

More than $8.4 million in con-
tracts for levee and floodsvall
construction in New Orleans
and the surrounding area. in
1970 has moved the city closer
te its goal of total hurricane
and flood protection by 1973.

Nearly 20 miles of levee and
¢'nodwall protection, part of the
$216 million Lake Pontchartrain
and Vicinity Hurricane Protec-
ton Project, has been compiet-
+d lo date. Planning for com-
slexes at the Rigolets, Chef
Menteur Pass and Seabrook is
vell advanced.

According to Col.. Herbert
iiaar, New Orleans district en-
~ineer for the Army Corps of
Zngineers, the close of 1970
siows substantial progress with-
in the past year on this compre-
i.ensive project.

The completion of a one-mile
siretch of floodwall on the east
side of the Inner Harbor Navi-
gation Cana] from the inner
ilarbor lock to Florida Ave., a
creliminary levee and floodwall
from the Inner Harbor Canal to
Paris Road and a new levee,
{loodwall and foreshore protec-
tion from Michoud Slip fo Mich-i
oud Canal, give a greater mea-
sure of hurricane protection -to
tie residents of these areas
han was previously afforded,

he said. - .

- Many Improved i{Over Half Done
"The Orleans Levee Board bhas! in the Lake Pontchartrain and
also improved many of its lev-iVicinity Pro:ection Program, 5.9

ees and other structures. Frank-'miles of the necessary 104

lin Ave., Lakeshore Dr.. Lakelmiles of love pro‘ection for the
Terrace DI;\:. St. Bexgard é\ve.i Inner Harbor Navigation Canal
i N i .. Lana ] ! col
Biod. Lake Bivd and Pontenar- foar e e meted ©1
train Blvd. have been raised 10 Tpig includes a 1.4-mile sec-
12 feet above sea level where {ion constructed by the Orleans
thf,ykzgfosr éevlgx?s.betx cen We tf Iievee Bcl;az'd on the west side of
a . i St the canal, he added.
End and the Orleans Canal has} |, N . ,
been raised by fill to 12 feet. 1o Prehminary, or first Lft
The levee from Lake Ave. to] o oo anC Hovdwa’s lrom the fn-
the 17th St. Canal has also been ner Harbor Navigation Canzl to
ised to 12 feet aboy ! jey.1Earis Road in the New Orleans
fjlse 0 1< Ieel above sea leV-'past's Cirus Back Levce sys-
Transitional grading from Ui To Nichoud Slp. to- Michoud
]2-fo_o§-h1(g‘h_ levee atvthe lf""e !9 Canal section was also finished,
the inland li‘el of 912 feet havejincluging a first lift levee, flood-
b‘ie“ completed on the Orleans'iajl and foreshore protection.
Cznal, Bayou St. John and L‘U“‘i Construction began recently
d%‘:v&%’:‘alkw Fast Banl gonla first Iif: levee and flood-
- v DAL wall from Paris Road through
levee between Lakeshore and ths New Orleans Public Service,
Leon C. Simon Dr. has been Inc., generaiing station, and on
gﬁggt %ﬂdL é‘gsmgeg Begvesp the first lift levee from the gen-
. and Leon C. 3i- = T e

mon on London, a steel bulk- €rating station to the Gulf Intra-|

head with a concrete cap has c0astal Waterway. :

been built instead of a levee, as, Work began in 1970 on 12.5
the right-of-way necessary for ajmiles of first lift levee as part
of the Chalmette Area Plan.
The first section of this levee
extends from the Inner Harbor
|Caral to Bayou Bienvenue,
while the "second segment be-
gins below Bayou Dupre and

Jevee was not available.

The bridge at Orleans and
London has been repaired, ie
said. _

On the Industrial Canal, the
second phase of the flood wall
between the Mississippi River
locck and Flerida Ave. has b2en
finished. The first part was
completed in 1968. - - -y

)

goes southeast for 4.3 miles to
the Mississippi River-Gulf Out-
let.

The third levee section in
progress is from the Gulf Outlet
to Verret. The total cost of this
work will be approximately $3.2
millien.

Vital Siructures
In addition to levee and flood-

wall J;:rotection, the Lake
Pontchartrain Project includes
three vital siructure complexes
designed to keep any hurri-
cane-driven tidal surges from
entering the lake.

The easternmost complex will
be at the Rigolets and will
consist of a gated control struc-
‘ture, closure dam and shallo

draft navigation lock. :
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Reoarule S of w at new or re-
newed efforts are made to finance
local sharcs of the Lake Pontchar-
train and Vicinity Hurricane Pro-
tection I’roject, public officials
should address themselves to the
many objections that combined to
kill Amendment No. 6.

Statewide the proposition for a
215-mill tax for the Orleans Levee
Board passed, though the measure
was  killed locally because of ad-
verse publicity from St. Tammany
interests, from environmentalists
and from political in-fighters.

The points of protest should be
disposed of either by accommoda-

- tion where possible to rational, sci-

entifically hased objections or by
exposure of the frivolous to the
heat of public awareness and con-
cern.

Once a final statement to the
President’s Council on Environmen-

- tal Quality is submitted next month

Timse PreAYonE 25 Nov 772

and ultimately approved (possibly,
though not necessarily, with project
amendments), opposition groups
may then bhe assured that Lake
Pontchartrain and vicinity will not
suffer major ecological damage.
There are areas of inquiry that
could resuit in changes not essen-
tial to the project. For exam-
ple, is the swamp along the lake in
St. Charles Parish so important to
the ecosystems as to mandate an
end to urban development in that
direction? ﬁ

O R L oe

|

n;lle Ob]ectlons to Hurricane Plcm i

As for converting from the bar-
rier svstem to the high-level levee’
plan, the U.S. Corps of Engineers
rejected that alternative in the 1965
report prepared for congressional,
approval. :

“Because of the extreme height’

of levees required and generally ad-~

verse foundation conditions,” the
report said, “it was found that con-
struction would have to be extended

over very long periods of time to
prevent failure by excessive subsid- ,

ence. The high-level plan was found
to be more costly than the recom-
mended barrier plan and, in addi-
tion, met strong initial resistance
from local interests due to aesthetic
reasons.”

VWhile foundation condxtlons and
public attitudes about too-high

lakefront levees may not have :

changed, one wonders what the
high-level plan would cost when the
barrier plan’s price tag has risen
from $84.8 million to $282 million.
Notwithstanding, if the hurricane
protection project should become
bogged down in politics, heavily.
populated Orleans, Jefferson and
St. Bernard parishes may remain-:
exposed to flcoding from tropical
storms perhaps into the 1980s and

“beyond. It could take ancther Hur-

ricane Betsy or a Camille to get on
with adequate protection of life and -

- property in mctmpohtan New Or-

5
1 ke St

leans.
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U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, NE!"\‘ ORLEANS

- St. Bernard News
22 Jan 75

U.S Engineers complete si‘c:sfemem‘ T

LS [ PSSR -, o
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‘The U.S. Corps of En-
‘gineers has completed its
environmental statement for
the Lake Pontchartrain and
-Vicinity Hurricane Protection
Project, and copies are
available upon request from
the office of the District
Engineer, P.O. Box 60267,
New Orleans, La. 70169.

The St. Bernard portion,
known as the Chalmette Area
Plan, provides for construc-
tion of a new levee along the
south shore of the Missis-
sippi River Gulf Outlet, from
the Inner Harbor Navigation
‘Canal (Industrial Canal) to

the vicinity of Verrei, and

then on to the Mississippi
River at Caernarvon.

The control structures at
‘Bayou Bienvenue and Dupre
'have already been complet-
‘ed, and a drainage structure
for Creedmore Canal is
currently under design.

The project is designed,
-the Engineers said, to afford
shurricane flood protection to
‘the more than one million

" residents who live in the ten
:parish area bordering Lake

on. Las{e Ponichertrain Hurricane Profechon Pian

" Pontchartrain, including the'
Keavily populated portions of

St. Bernard Parish.-

Colonel E.R. Heiberg
explained that features of the.
prcject include the construc-
tion of barrier structures
along the east side of Lake
Fontchartrain, a levee along’
the St. Charles Parish-
lakefront, improvement and
enlargement of existing
protective work on the south’
and north shores of the lake,:
along the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway and the Inner
Harbor Navigation Cznal,
including a dual purpose lock
at Seabrook and necessary
modifications to roads, pipe-:
lines, pumping stations ard-,
drainage facilities.

The Corps has placed'
construction of the St.
Charies levee in an inactive:
status because -of the:
inclusion of bayous LaBranch .
and Trepagnier in the-
Louisiana natural and scemc
river system.

Heiberg said that the
emphasis of the hurricane
protection system will be on

those areas which are already

lakefront makes such con-

further fiood protection re-

43 , committed” to urban type struction unfeasibie at this claimation. All of the marsh
s -usage. Hciberg added that time. ; and swampland enclosed and.
3 the definite and irrevocable The Corps said that the protecied by the project, the;
; loss of 25,000 acres of project plan will encourage Corps said, could be convert-!
wetiands, which would result  urbanization and industriliza- ed to urban use, when local
.of construction of a levee on tion of valuable wetlands, by interests are ready to drain;
.the St.__Charles _Parish_ proyiding_basic_features for _and fill areas. " ' . J-
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Daily Sentry-News
St. Tammany
23 Jan 7S

L@caﬂ Qihm‘ﬂs To

_Engineers  announced Wed-
.nesday the date of the long-
“awaited public hearing on its

_proposed Lake Pontchartrain.

Also planning to attend the

and Vicinity .Hurricane
Protection Plan, including the
aspects of its barrier system.
According to the Corps, the
hearing will be-held Saturday,
February 22 in the University
Central Ballroom_(Rgom 203) .

Oppotients

G

U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, NEW CRLEANS

B
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hﬁeﬁd
;. Will Voice Strong @@p@swmn

f BY MIKE MONTGOMERY
. (MANAGING EDITOR)
The U. S. .Army Corps of

at the University of New
Orleans.
The Corps said the meeting
will be held to discuss: .
a. all aspects of the plan,
including the environmental
cffects of the project;

- - —— e

cite two- main’

;n

"produced by the proje

A P v b o A b s o i e

_procedures for the disposal of

dredged materials occasioned
l:n,gmﬂ construction of certain
prd% <t features, as required
by Section 404 of the Federal
‘Water Pollution Control Act of

. 1972.

One local official among the
! many in St. Tammany Parish
who oppose the barrier phase

of the plan is Slidell Mayor .

Frank Cusimano, who was
contacted yesterday by the
Daily Sentry-News.

The mayor said he definitely
plans to attend, adding that.

members of the St. Tammany:
Municipal Association will also
be present. In fact, Cusimano’

said, “Everybody we can get’

there will go.’

The mayor is considering
drafting a written statement
outlining his objections lo the

barriers and then read it at the-

hearing.

The maybr and other of-’

ficials strongly oppose the
plan's lake Dbarriers - the

" damm.ing of the Seabrook, Chef
Little obh--

Moateur passcs.

jection has been raised to other
a<p%\ of the overall plan,

hearing is Rep. Ed Scogin of.

Slidell. Speaking from Baton
Rouge, Scogin urged all parish
opponents to the barriers to
attend the meeting and voice
their objections.

Asked if he thought the
hearing would accomplish
anything, Scogin said, “I'm

hopeful it will-that’s all you-

,can ever be, hopeful.”’
The legislater added that he

‘was distressed with the fact.
that the Corps on the one hand

is hearing the pro and cons and
on the plan while at the same
time holding a hearing on
procedures for disposal of
dredged materials from the
project.

‘““It makes you assume’

they’re going to'go ahead with
it regardless,”’ he said.
Scogin is hopeful the

nation’s current economic,
picture may play a role in the

barrier controversy. “I hope
with the economy being waat
it i§ that maybe somebody w.fl

seme o theli senses,”” e sad
after citing the project’s
$327,000,C00 cost.

e s NEY

objections to the barrier: and

most importantly, the struc-.

tureswill trap water ia the lake,
causing massive flooding in the
lower end of St. Tammany
Parish; and second, the lake

:will become a “‘cesspool” from

harsh environmental damage.
Other objectiors - says

commercial and recreational’

vessels will be hampered by
the dams, with everything
from sailboats 1o barges
having to be locked; the cost is
prohibitive, with the parish
forced to pay millions of dollars
for a system it doesn’t want;
also, the barriers will flood the
Ninth Ward - of New Orleans
as in Hurricane Betsy.

The Corps, on the ether hand,
maintains that the barriers will*
offer needed protection for the
metropolitan New Orleans
area (parts of Orleans, Jef-
ferson, St. Bernard, St.-
Tammany and St.Charles
Parishes) during a burricane.

In addition, the Corps says the -

' . ..
ponulii-losoaze Lane O Lde

projectis 12.6 to 1 (meaning for

‘every dollar spem to im-

plement the project  about
$12.60 of flood protection of
related“ peng\rits* will. pe

incld¥ g levee systems around
'me lake.. G ee e
v

its completion.)

The Corps further m:
that environmental «
will not be as severe as «
and the dams will not be
often enough to «
maritime traffic.

Cost of the total hur
project is $327,000.000
July 1974, with $103.000.
payments for local gover
involved. A long-standin
exists between St. Tan:
Parish and the state

federal governments

payment of the parish’s
During' Gov.

McKeithen's administi

the police jury said the !

‘would pay its shar

McKeithen went aheac

‘signed papers asszurin
“Tammany would.
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U.S. ARMY ENGINEER ‘DISTR‘ICT, NEW ORLEANS

"with the closure of the other
barrier structures. Naviga-
tion would then be diverted
through either the Seabrook;
Lock or the Rigolets Lock.
__*‘In addition . to the.
‘structures described above,’
two navigable - floodgatzs
have been incorporated into

the Chalmette Area Plan. .

portion of the project. These
structures are located on
Bayous Bienvenue and Du-
pre. Each of these structures
is 56 feet wide with a sill.
‘depth of -10.6 feet m.1.g."”
The final environmental
‘statement for the project has.
been filed with the Presi-
dent’s Council on Enviro-'
mental Resources Branch,
Attn: LMNPL-RE, New Or-
leans District, Corps of.
Engineers, P.O. Box 60267,
New Otleans, La. 70160.
Disposal of dredged ma-

tenals, ‘“‘Section 404"’ of the -

meeting will concern the
“policy practice and proce-
dures to be followed by the
Corps_ of Engineers in
.connection with the disposal;
of dredged material in’
navigable waters or the
transportation of dredged
material for the purpose of
dumping it in ocean waters.’
The *“Section 404"’ portion
of the meeting will include
discussion of plans and
procedures for the dredging
operations associated with:
the construction of various
‘project features. i

The Corps of Engineers.

states that “‘all interested
parties are invited to be
present or represented.....in-
cluding representatives of
federal, state, parish, and
municipal agencies, and
those of commercial, indus:

trial, civic, highway, railrcad,
water transportation, ecolo-.
gical, and enviromenal in--
trest, as well as concerned:
property owners and other’
‘individuals."” :
Oial statements will be
heard, but the corps ask that
important facts and argu-
ments should be submitted in
writing. .
Alternatives to the plan, as
offeted by the corps include:
“fully responsive alterna~
tives or .those which would

" meet all major objectives of

the proposed action; partially
respoasive alternatives or
thosé which would meet’
some, but not all, major.
objectives of the proposed.
action, or no action.
Registration for the meet-
ing will begin at 8:30 a.m.
with the mecting beginning
-at 9 a.m. with introductory
remarks by Daniel V. Cresap,
Chief Engineer of the
Louisiana  Department _.of
Public Works and Col. E.R.
Heiberg 111, U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers District Engin-.
eer, New Orleans.
Background information
and description of the project
plan will be given at 9:15

- a.m. by Richard P. Richter

and Stanley C. Shelton,
project engineers, while a
presentation of enviromental
considerations will be pre-
sented by Glen N. Montz,
Enviromental Resources
Branch of the U.S. Army
Engineer District, New. Or-

* leans, at 9:45 a.m.

Discussion for the disposal
of dredged materials will be
held at 10 a.m. followed by
presentations of statements '
by public oificials at 10:15
a.m,

At 1. p.m. ocrganizations
and individuals can present
their statements. Individual
oral presentations will be
Jimited to five minutes... ._
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# Chef Menteur Com-
{i.is complex includes a
Teod control structure
.iproach channels, a
soton structure  with

channels, and a
dam to close the
-ass. These struc-
-=pected to the US

¥)  embankment

<»mplex and with
the New .o cans East levee
system <+ of the complex. !
A realineir- »wt of the Gulf”
Intraccas:a:  ‘Vaterway (GI'
WW) ai v < location -is
- ide interrupt-.
- along-~-that-

gau -
with
‘nav’,

closu
natur...
tures ¢!
Highw::

watersay. —
® The  Scabeoo. Complex”
;This comalex iccludes a
gated fico @ weatrei structure
to pass {lovs 23 desired, a
smavigation Jock, and a
conneciirg reck dike.

lmpr) ement of existing
levees ulong tive lakeshore of
Jeffersor. Parish and New
Orl : t:om the St. Charles
— ¢-- lcrsm Purish line to the
»IH:\C. ’ :

Construction of new levees -
along the lakeshore of Citrus
and New Orleans East from
the IHNC to South Point, La.

Improvement of existing
levees from South Point to
the GIWW, continuing along
the northern bank of the
GIWW and the MR-GO in
Citrus and New Orleans East
‘to the IHNC._.  _.,-
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Construction of levees and
floodwalls along both banks
of the IHNC. .

Strengthening and repair
of the existing floodwall in
Mandeville, La. (Planning on
this feature is currently
inactive due to the lack of

financial participation in the -

project by St. Tammany
Parish sponsors.)
‘Extension of the barrierto’

the east side of the junction

‘of US Highways 90 and 190;

and then northerly along US.
Highway 190.

The barrier plan as mmally
authorized by Congress.
provided for construction of a.
new earthen levee along the,
St. Charles Parish lakeshore
from the Bonnet Carre
Floodway to the St. Charles-.
Jefferson Parish line. The
inclusion of Bayous Tre-
pagnier and La Branche in

the Louisiana Natural and

Scenic Rivers System cur-
rently forecloses the possibil- -
ity of proceeding with the.
levee without contravening
State law. Should the

impediment imposed by the-

Natural and Scenic Rivers
System be removed in the
future, additicnal studies will
‘be needed to fully evaluate
the relationship of the marsh
to the surrounding eco-.
system, and provide a basis
for a decision on whether the
levee should be built.
Accordingly, construction of,
the feature of the project has
‘been indefinitely deferred.
The Chalmette Area Plan
is a wholly independent -
protective system included in
the overall hurricane pro-
tection project, since the
Chalmette area is outside of
the influence of the barrier

. complexes. This plan consists

of the following features:
Construction of a levee and

floodwall system from  the

Mississippi River lcvee in

New Orleans along the east -

bank of the IHNC and the

south banks of the GIWW.
" and MR-GO to the vicinity of.A

ok e
ok e
Ny

-

R el hnactn ShicNE

Verret,
levee
Mississippi River levee at
Caernz.von, La.
Coustiuction of navigable,
floedyvies on. Bayous Bien-.
vénu¢ Znd Dupre near their
junctizas v the ME.GO.
Access 1 Lake Pontchar-
train. with bzrrier structures
in piace would be, as
included  in the present
project «oncept, located at
the Seabrock  Lock, the
Rigolets Lick. und the Chef
Mentem Complex Naw tion
‘ structure. :
. The corps siatement con-
tinues: -
The cuirentiy approvad
“dimensions for the Seabrook
Lock are &i0-foot usabie
‘chamber icagih, 84-foat
chamber widih with a sill
depth of -15.0 mean low galf
(m.l.g.). This !eck will serve
navigation by reducing ad-
verse currert velocities and’
eddies in thz IFINC. Such
currents jeopardize marine
safety, erode channel banks
and undermine wharves and
bridge foundations along that
icanal. :
The normal daily operating
procedure for this structure.
_provides for the lock gates to
‘remain in the opened position
‘allowing unimpaired vessel
-transit through the chamber,
until the current velocity,
through the structure ex:
ceeds 3 feet per second (ft/s).”

La,

“The lock gates would then be
clecsed and vessels would
“require lockage.

Studies show that lockage
would be required for about 7
hours over each 24-hour
period. The vessels which

"currently utilize the IHNC,

with a return -
ircm Verret to the’

U.S; ARMY ENGINEER DIZQTRICT, NEW ORLEANS

and the future prime users of
Seabrook Lock, are in vast
majority industriaily. related.
The lock will benefit these
users by alleviating the
adverse currents now causing
hazardous conditions along
" the IHNC.

“In advance of a hurri-
cane, and. throughout the
storm, the lock gates will be
closed. Locking operations
will continue until safe
lockages can no longer be
accomplished. During such
,periods the flood control
structure adjacent to the lock
will provide flood relief to
industrial concerns in the
canal.

"*““The currently planned
dimensions for The Rigolets
Lock are 8CO-foot usable
chamber length, 110- -foot
‘chamber width, and asill
depth of -13.2 m.1.g. Like the
Seabrook Lock, this structure
will remain cpen during all
normal conditions allowing
free  navigational transit,
.until the current 'velocities
through the lock charber
become prohibitive for safe’
passage. Only then would
vessels have to be locked
.through. Study reveals that
locking would be required
only for about 5 hours per day
for 15 days of each month.
During hurricane periods,
the lock gates will be closed;
however, lockages will be
permitted until such oper-
ations can noonger be safely
accomplished.

*“The dimensions planned
for the Chef Menteur
navigation' structure are
84-foot width and a siil depth

-of -16.0 feet m.lLg. This -

structure will provide con-
tinuous uninterrupted access
to the lake at Chef Menteur
Pass. This structure will

" remain open at all times

except when a certous storm
or hurricanz threaterns from
the Gulf. Under hurricane
‘conditions, the structure
‘would be closed coincident



.effect”,

Chef Menteur Cormplex and

the Seabrook Complex. Each
of these complexes includes a
gated flood control structure,
a pavigation structure, and a
closure embankment.

The purpose of these
structures is to control water
level increases in Lake
Pontchartrain when a hurri-
cane thrcat is imminent,
When a hurricane ap-
proaches the La. coastline,
the area in advance of the
storm experiences a gradual
rise in sea level generated by
the storm. Under natural
conditions, this rise would
elevate Lake Pontchartrain
by S to 7 feet above normal
lake levels. -This rise,
combined with the *‘tilting
could produce lake
levels from 10 to 13 feet
above normal elevations at
any location adjacent to the
lakf. - This phenomenon oc-
cut®f during Hurricane
Bets» in 1965.”

The barrier structures are
designed to prevent the lake
from attaining such high

~ levels. As a hurricane moves
‘toward the city, the gated
flood control structures at -
:Chef DMenteur Pass,

The
Rigolets . and at Seabrook
wow.d be closed, thereby
preventing the hurricane
produced tides from entering

LN

and raising the lake to
extreme heights. To the
greatest extent possible, this
closure would maintain the

lake at near ncrmal levels -
just prior to the passage of

the storm.”’
The barrier concept has
many important advantages

over the high level plan.,
Firstly, it affords a higher.
degree of protection to all”
land areas adjacent to Lake:

Pontchartrain since the water

level of the lake would be as:

much as 6 feet lower with the

barrier plan than with the:
high level plan. This factor.
produces collateral benefits -
Storm -

in several ways.
drainage pumped into the
fake may be discharged more
efficiently when lake levels
are lower, thus benefiting
interior drainage. Present
and future levee systems
adjacent to the lake can be
built to lower elevations
under the barrier concept
with attending benefits of
smailer. rights-of-way
quirements, less costly con-
struction, and fewer and less
costly relocations of utilities,
property and persons.’
Secondly, -the: Seabrook
Complex feature of the
barrier plan will provide a
‘means for regulating the
salinity level of the lake.
Since the construction of the

re-

‘MR-GO, salinity levels ia:
‘Lake Pontchartrain b=
‘riuen. The MR-GO provides a
direct connection betw.cn
Breton Sound and Lak.
Pontchartrain via the IHNC
at Seabrook, transporting the
highly saline Gulf waters
with little dilution. .

If the rise in the salinity
level of the lake were allowed.
to continue without adequate
controls, the environment of
the lake could be detrimen-.
tally altered, and its value as
an important nursery area for
many aquatic species would
be lost. The gated control
structure at Seabrook Com-
plex will allow the salinities
in the lake to be regulated to
beneficial levels.”

*“Thirdly, the barrier com-
plexes will afford a means of
flood relief for the industries
along the IHNC. . In _this
respect, the Seabrook Com-
plex functions as a safet-
valve to reduce high £ .<d
levelsin the IHNC. Wher: tac
THNC water levels re.ih ile
.top of the canal bunks 1he
-gated flood contrt struciure
-at Seabrook wculd be fuily

" ‘opened permitting ficod

relief to the industries along
the THNC.

This celief would only be
availzble with the lower
water level in Lake Pontchar-
train made possible by the

- barrier complexes. A high

level plan would not prevent
tidal rises in the lake, and
,such flood relief would not be
‘available. Since the lake Is
very large with respect to the
inlet at Seabrook, the flows
which woulid be permitted
Into_the lake at . Scabrook

_earthen levees._

U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, NEW ORLEANS

under the recommended plan
of . operation would not
appreciably affect the eleva.
tion of the lake and would not
violate the concept of the
barrier plan.” - ’
**Fourthly, the barrier plan
will require a shorter period
for construction and wilk
therefore reduce the number
of yvears that the area is
exposed to hurricane threats -

without adequate protec-
tion."’ '

*‘Lastly, and of great
importance, is that the

barrier plan will cost less,
than the high level plan.
Comparative estimate plans
revealed that the high level
plans would cost about 50%
more than the barrier plan.”

The corps’ “‘recommended
plan”® for the project is
printed in its entu'ety, as
follows: v "

“The recommended pro-
ject consists of two major
protective systems — the
Lake Pontchartrain Barrier
Plan and the Chalmette Area.
Plan.

*“The Lake Pontchanram
Barrier Plan consists of the
following features:

The Rigolets Complex.
This complex iacludes a
gated flood control structure -
with approach channels, a

navigation Jock with ap-
proach channels, and a
closure dam to link the

control structure and lock
across a portion of the natural
pass. These structures are
connected to the US Highway
90 embankment north and
south of The Rigolets by
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The controversnal Lake
Pontchartrain and Vicinity
Hurricane Protection Plan
will once again be the topic of
a public meeting scheduled
by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engincers.

The meeting will begin at9

a.m., Saturday, February 22,
in the University Center
ﬂ:;b".")m [Room 203] at the
University of New Orleans.

The meeting is being held,
according to the corps
statement, ‘‘to discuss all
aspects of the Lake Pontchar-
train, Louisiana and Vicinity
Hurricane Protection Project,
including the enviromental
effects of the project,’” and to
“provide a hearing on
planned or alternative pro-
cedures for the disposal of
dredged materials occassion-
ed by the construction of
certain project features, as
required by Scction 404 of the
Federal Water Pollution
Control Act of 1972.”'

The corps report states
that the project was authoriz- .
ed by the Flood Control Act
of 1965, and approved Oct.
27, 1965.

They state that the purpose
of the project i{s to provide
hurricane protection to the
Greater New Orleans metro-
polit: area. That-
: . s ef hileaas,
Jefferson, St. Bernard, St.
Charles and St. Tammany
Parishes. _ _ . .

prog

e arl

-would “be
-above-normal heights.

Chef  Menteur

St.

_»4

The statement details the
effects of hurricanes on the
southeast Louisiana area and
points to artificial means to

‘‘protect ourselves’ from
*‘this annual hurricane
threat.” .

An exerpt from the

background report on hum-
canes rcads: 4

“*‘Under existing rondi-
tions, as a hurricane ap-
proactres the city from the
Gulf of Mexico, the tides in’
advance of the hurricane
elevated to_
The
rate of this rise varies’
depending on the storm, but
it is generally rather gradual.’

Due tq the natural connec-!

tions with the Gulf waters at
Pass, The.
Rigolets, and at Seabrook:
(junction of THNC at Lake
Pontchartrain), water levels .

in Lake Pontchartrain would '

rise above normal elevations.
Levels in Lake Borgne would
also be well above normal
elevations. ‘‘Low-lying, un-

protected areas adjacent to-

the lakes would be inun-

. dated. Greater New Orleans

would be virtually surround-
.ed by high waters. If the
center of the storm passed in
close proximity to the city,
s ool e sterm

ine oo s

would produce large wuaves

on top of the already clevated
" water levels

in the
thereby worsening the flood
threat. Since the storm

.effect.

_tion
o necessary
Iakes K

>4

’

o~
| .

—< 2

iy tory e

drainage systems of adjacent”

communities discharge into.

Lake Pontchartrain, high
water levels in the lake would
deny adequate pumping and

prevent relief against flood-- -
_ing from heavy rainfalls.”

.. Although Lake Pontchar-

_train is a very large lake

(surface area of about 640
square miles), it is relatively
shallow. In a sense, it can be’
likened to a large saucer full.
of water. The large yet’
shallow nature of the leke
causes it to respond very

qu1ckly to
therefore, waves may devel-
op very rapidly on the lake
surface. Under sustained
“high winds, the lake also
-experiences a very unusual
This is termed the
Stilting’’ elfect because
under sustained high winds
“the water surface in the lake
-tilts against the windward
.shore. The comhined effects
“of high tides, waves, and the
tilting phenomenon create a
severe threat of flooding to
-shoreline area.’

Two plans were studied by‘
the corps, the ‘*high level”
plan and the ‘‘barrier
.concept.” The corps states

‘that the “*hiph level’’ plan,’

v tae the caleinr o
“all existing hurricare protee-
levees and where

to construct new

OIe L'L"

i Ty
: v-\*_x".' ‘.

<

=

i
:};

U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, NEW ORLEANS’
Bernard New s

"E-’ F,”,:‘ Y
Fivlbey
el i

¢
B

would prevent Hooding In

~developed aress, “‘had many
.serious drawbacks.” Among

"land

- COst  as

them were described poor
fecundation conditions, length
of construction time, more
for rights-of way,
displacement of homes and
problems of drainage. ’

Thus the corps developed.
the $327,920,000 ‘‘barrier-
concept.”” Of those funds,
of July, 1974,
§224,000,000 arc federal

"costs and $103,060,000 non

fifederal costs.

high wmds; -

Advantages of the *‘barrier.
concept.’ .as put furth by the:
_corps, follow: .

**The ‘barricr concept is

;indeed the most distinguish-’
‘ing clement of the recom-

mended hurricane protection
nlan. The barrier consists ¢f
Ehree basic features: namely,

‘the Rigolets Complex, the

. e
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level levees to a height that ™ :
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By J. DOUGLAS MURPKY ~ Protection Committee of the can be realistically ‘the lake would be “stacked”
.~ A national meteorological Regiona! Planning Commis- niinimized, and with it the in the ncrtn and west, he

expert, brought to New Or-
leans this week 1o endorse the
U.S. Army Corps of Engt-
neers Lake Pontchartrain arnd
Vicinity Hurricane Frotection
‘Project, Wednesday said. the
controversial plans for the
“construction of flood barriers
and floodgites at The Rigo-
lets and Chef Menteur Pass
“is the best plan [ can think
of at this time.” .
- Dr. Robert H. Simpson,
first director ¢of the National
Hurricane Rescarch Laborato-
ry. and until last yeardirec-
tor of the National Hurrican
C~4or in Miami, spoke helore
t Hurricane and Levee

The meteorologist, who.
admitted he is not an expert
cn the fiocding aspects of
hurricanes, said he was
speaking after “simply re-
viewing the Corps’ plans.”

He was unable to say what
a2 storm surge from Lake
Borgae would do if blocked by
the barriers. Several question-
-ers in the audience suzgested
the water weuld “find a way
“to get past those barriers, ei-
t:xe' b) going over them or
around them «hroum Slidell.”
" The “seedmg” of hurri-
caras with chemicals to make
them break up, once hoped to
be the techuological salvation

B

%

e s 48 e e T e

of hurricane- -atfecied areas, is

~sion (RPC). ’
Comumittee sources said
Simpson had teen brougit to
New Orleans to back the
Corps’ barrier glan, which is
cpposed by several local envi-
ronmenial groups
sources szid the RPC had
authorized $3.000 for Sim p-
SON's appearance. ’
“No amount of reasonable
preparedness meastres cail
eliminate the risk of substan-
tial damage from scvere
hurricanss  t(here) whenever
they occur,” Sinpson said.
However, the flooding in
the greater New Orleans area

still in'an early stage of

deveiopment, Simpson said.

Seeding is siill “encourag-
ing’ as a process, he said,
but tends to spread hurri-
canes, with an increased radi-
us of maximum winds and
storm surge. “We're looking
for a better approach,” Simp-
son said.

Greg J. Lannes Jr., chair-"
man of the RPC subcommit-
tee . . . introduced Simpson
and also seemed to support,
the Corps barrier plan.

Lannes said the alternative
to the barrier plan, the rais-
ing of presehtlevee heights
is a .vey expensive and

L U

The

risk of great loss ¢f life, by
taking tha engineering sleps
now tuder censideration to
reduce the water level rise in
ILike Pontchartrain by the.
intrusion of sea water as a
hurricane approacnes,” he
said. )

Simpson spoke hygp o thetical-

Iy about  potential “madal”
hurricanes that might hit the
New Orleans area — the

AR}

“worst cases.
Such a storm would move
toward the area frcm the

southeast ou: of the Gulf, he

said, and turn northeast as it
approached the lake. Water in

.

complex alternalive, ard, we
are told bv the Corps, thz

least desirable alternalive at

this time.” -

He saic the barrier sysiem
would provide for flcod insur-
ance for new housing ‘‘partic-
uiarly in the eastern 'na]f of
the city of New Orleans.” and
wouid  eventually benefit the '

.

rr

_sald, only to fall back as a
ficod on the south shore of the

lake after the slorm passed.
szpso sajd the Yarrier
plan would previ ide preteciion
. frem a “storm surge™ of
Guif water pouring into Lake
Pontchartrain from Lake
Borgne. A surge wou'd raise
the water level of the lake, he
adrcd, 'ncrca<ing the iniensi-
ty of floeding>
“You're going to have a
siorm surge, barriers or net,”
Simpson said. “But if you can
mzintain a lower level of
Lake Pontchartrain (using
barriers) the surge will be
that much lower.”

area financially.” =~

Lannes said hiz: commitieg
would sponsor other hcaringg
on the barrier plan, and per-
haps oifer opporents a chanca
to presen' their views to the
RPC, “if we can find the
money to bring in experts,
and if we can fmd ths ex-
perts L2

T
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with a 50 per cent chance of rain, 20 per cent
at night, and variable winds at less than 10
m.p.h. is the National Weather Service fore-
casi. High Friday, near 90; low, low 70s. High
Thursday, 91; low, 74. Map, details, Sec. 6, -
Page 16. . .
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By BARTON REPPERT

" WASHINGTON (AP) — The Army

)

Corps of Engineers should take new
steps to insure “timely completion”
-of its hurricane protection project

- at Lake Pontchartrain, the General

Accounting Office said Thursday.
The GAOQ, the accounting arm of
Congress, also said that because of
‘local opposition, some key elements
of the $352 million project may not
be completed — thus increasing the
threat of hurricane damage in the

low-lying area near New Orleans.
The project involves building a series
" of concrete floodwalls, levees and con-
trol structures to protect the Lake Pont-

AR TR
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chartrain area from sea surges and
heavy rainfall caused by hurricanes.

« In its report, the GAO noted that the
estimated cost of the preject has climb-
ed from $85 million in 1965 to $352 mil-
lion and its completion has been delayed
13 years, until 1991. ‘

Almost two-thirds of the cost increase
is due to inflation, the GAO found, add-
ing that “‘in spite of this, the project
retains a benefit-to-cost ratio of about 13
tol.”

Commenting on delay of the project’s
estimated completion from 1978 to 1991,
the report said that “while many of the
factors are outside the control of the
Corps of Engineers, its own belated com-

_pletion of design, plans and specifica-

B TSIV

tions has contributed to the delays.”

The GAO said that “as earlv as March
1966, the March 1978 completion date
was no longer valid; however, the Corps
did not revise its completion date offi-
cially until January 1971.”

IS

Also, the agency estimated that the ‘

likely completion date for the Pontchar-
train project will be pushed back anoth-
er two years, until 1993.

Criticizing-the Corps’ scheduling of
construction work up to now, the GAO
said that “the secretary of the Army
should instruct the Corps of Engineers to
develop and use a system that will
schedule critical construction features to
facilitate timely completion of the
project.” . :
. The report noted that “some local
groups oppose construction of the key
elements of the project, such as the
barrier ccmplexes at the Rigolets and
Chef Menteur.”

“If local support is not obtained, con-
struction of key project elements may
not be cempleted and hurricane-induced
surges and waves may not be prevented

" from entering Lake Pontchartrain,” the

GAOssaid. . _

. The Corps and the Orleans Levee
™ P T B T s T s L= ST U ISP 2 |

Ut pis s b e . TP
barticos. Wihicn a stonin thitatens the

" area, the barrier locks could be closed,
" keeping storm-driven waters out of the

lake.

Opponents say the barriers would dis-
turb tha erclogyv and marie life of the
Tabe ard b oem area ficning

thicrs hetieve the barriers could not
keep massive storm tides out of the lake
anvway, Some North Shore residents
fear that storm tides, piling up outside
the barriers. would he forced into their
area through the Pearl River and nearby
waterways.

An eavironmental group. Save Our
Wetlards Tnr. (SOWL), has filad smt in

federai caurt azalnst tne Hiiars.
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" l.ake Pontchartrain

Col. Early Rush spoke to
the Florida Parishes
Chapter of the Retired Of-
ficers Association in
Covington <Countrv Club
Fridayv night. explaining the
workings of the proposed
and
Vicinity Hurricane
Protection Plan.

Col Rush. New Orleans
District Engineer for the
U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, talked about
some of the misconceptions
concerned in the barrier plan
issue.

‘‘Contrary to some
opinions. the barrier plan
will dramatically reduce

flooding in St. Tammany
Parish,”” he said after ex-
plaining the technical

aspects: of the plan. The
barrier would lower
hurricane flood levels by
three and a half feet in the
Slidell area and by as much
as four and a bhalf feet in
Mandeville. he said. quoting

research statistics provided.

by hvdraulics experts.
Without the barrier plan.
Col. Rush said that some 43850
homes in $t. Tammany
Parish would be flooded up
to four feet by a ‘‘standard
project hurricane.”” whereas
with the barrier plan, only
1200 St. Tammany homes
would be flooded and then

only to a two foot level.

“And this was based on
1970 data.”” he commented,
saving that even more St.
Tammany homes would be
affected with the growth in
the Slideil area since 1970.

*I know there is a concern
with hurricanes in this
parish, because many people
evacuate the area when a
storm threatens.” Col. Rush
noted. ‘“We’ve done vears of
studv and research. and
we've come to the conclusion
that none of the adverse
effects mentioned by op-

ponents will occur. The -
project is engineeringly
sound, it will' not cause

northshore flooding and it
will not adversely affect the
salinitly of the lake.”

The barrier plan appears
to be truly capable of
protecting all shore areas of
I.ake Pontchartrain from
hurricane flooding, he said:
“We won't be able to prevent
all flooding, of course, but
the flooding . will be
lessened,”” he told the
audience of some. 55 retired
officers and their wives.

Questions following his
talk concerned small boat
traffic through the pass
control structures (*“There
will be locking in and out of
the lake about six hours a
dayv'"), charges for lock use
(**There are no charges
planned at present, although

there mayv be charges on the
Seabrook complex in the
future’’), the the increase in
water velocity through the
lock structures t(two feet per
second now, up to four feet
per second with the struc-
tures).

Also of concern was the
forcing of high water ioto the,
Pearl River Swamp when
the lake was closed off. and
Col. Rush stated that the
studies indicated no
significant amount being
diverted in that direction.

Col Rush was introduced

bv Col. George Hamey of-

L.acombe. vice president of
the chapter, after Art
Brown. president. had to
leave the meeting early.
The Colonel was ac-
companied by three mem-
bers of his staff who ex-
plained technical aspects of
the plan. some using @ slide
projector and a large chart

‘showing the three main

phases of the project.
The barrier plan imvolves

flood gates and navigztional.

locks at the Seabrook
complex at the lake @nd of
the Industrial Canal im New
Orleans and the Rimolets,
with a gale control structure
and flood gate at Chef
Menteur Pass..

The Rigolets flood gate
will consist of 16 bays going

_down 30 feet. levei wiith the

o

District Engineer Explains Barrier Plan

bottom of the pass. for a tot:
width of 110 feet. The Ch:.
AMenteur gate will have eigh
bays going down 23 feet wit
a width of 400 feet.

The idea of all the stru-
tures is to control the level «
the water in the lake. P
shutting off hurricane tide:
the Corps will be able to ket
the lake water level Io
during high hurricane wind
Col. Rush said. Those wind:
when combined with bic
tides, could cause a “‘tiltir
effect.”” building up th
water level on one side of th
lake. Col. Rush =said th
“tilting effect” could crear
serious flooding problems ¢
either the south or nort
shore of the lake. By keepir
the hurricane tides out ot th
lake via the control stru:
tures. the tilting effer
caused by the high winds vt
be contained bv existing an
improved levees which ail
part of the overall plan.

Also part of the plan wer
a levee on the lake side of &
Charles Parish and a ne
seawall for Mandeville. Du
to local and environment.
opposition, however. thes
two portions have bev
suspended for the tim
being. -

Col. Rush assured tho:
present that the Corps
deeply concerned with th

. tContinued on page two!
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State  Representative Fd
Seogin of  Slidell  has
responded to S('\'q_"r:ll
allegations by Guy Lellicux
of the Orleans Parish Levee

Board concerning the l.ake:

Pontchartrain and \"icir}it_v
Hurricane Protection
Barrier. _
l.eMieux criticized Rick
Tonry of the U.S. Congress
for his recent opposition to
the barrier plan as be talked

Hptem
3 fwfi
. . ‘o Those who wiil be hurt
: St Te anv parish ) )
“‘.t.h. ' Tammany p financially by the project
officials.

Scogin, in letters to a New
Orleans newspaper and
television station, charges
that LeMieux is using the
issue for political purposes,
since he is an ‘‘avowed

‘candidate for Mavor of New

Orleans.” .

*I call on Mr. LeMieux to
tell us the real reasons why
he shows such total
disregard for the value of
humanlives and property, as
well as the destruction of
several hundred thousand
acres of productive
estuary." Scogin said in his
letter. He said the FEn-
vironmental Protection
Agency has not given  final
approval for the structures
in the Passes. and he said
that while a certain few will
gsin financially from the
plan, it will be the taxpayers
who will have to payv off the
four hundred million dollar
cost of the project.

include marinas. shipvards,
fishermen. trappers and
boat and hait dealers. Scegin
said. He also called LeMieux
to task for apparently
quoting inaccurate
formation on wave height
and flooding conditions
possible without the barrier.

Representative Scogin
said that such hurricane
protection can be provided
without damming the great
Rigolets Pass. Chef Menteur
Pass or Seabrook. He feels
that the project will even-
tually make IlLakes Pont-
chartrain and Maurepas
nothing more than ‘‘gigantic
septic tanks.”

Scogin has been opposed to
the hurricane protection
barrier plan for some time.
and he was joined in the fight
by the St. Tammany Parish
Police Jury recently which
has hired an attorney to lile
suit against the Corps”
proiject.
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(Continued from page on
ecology of the lake, and :
barrier plan was desigr
not to interfere with estu.:
tidal flow or salinity
changes.

The project will cost ¢
niillion overall, he said. w
local sources to contrif:
$118 million of that. Since
St. Tammany Parish Pol:
Jury has refused to finar
its portion, the state office
public works. in !
department of tra
sportation and developme:
has assumed that financ
responsibility, he said. *T:
state thinks the project
Important to Louisiana
Col. Rush said.

He told briefly about
history of the project, how
started with a study in 19
and how it was authorized |
Congress in 1965. ir
mediately after Hurricar
Betsy. He also explained he
the National Weather Se
vice provided the “‘standar
project hurricane" data !
aid in the project design ar

hgyv the Experiment:
Waterways  Station |
Vicksburg. Miss., built

working model of Lak
Pontchartrain to test out an
revise certain portions o«
the plan.

He mentioned™ also th:
lqwsuit by Save Ou:
Wetlands, Inc.. iSOWL.

seeking to halt the project
but said that no injunction-
had been issued vet. Man-
manhours of work have been
expended in answerine
questions brought up by that
and subsequent suits, h-
commented.

He said the Corps ha:
‘contracted with exper!
environmentalists to aid i
drafting the most respon
sible design for the project
while those in the oppositior
have no expert studies
back up their charges.

On the issue of citizen-
voting down milleages to pas
local portions of the barrier
construction, he declined to
comment. other than saving
that local government
agencies have been pavine
-s0 far and indications werc
that they would continue to
participate.

Many portions of the
overall plan have been or are
being completed now. work
such as flood walls and levee
improvement. It is reachine
COlicd Lot Ol Lhe L ai .
structures can Legin

The overall project is
scheduled for_gompletion in
1992, Col. Rush said. but
benefits are expected to be
derived from partial com-
pletion as early as 1vid. Allin

structures are expected fo
keep 90 per cent of the
hurricane ilood tides out i
Lake Pontchartrain

“This is a tensessue here.
and it's an intense issue,
Rush concluded W
think it will help the north
shore in the event of u
hurricane ™

He ottered to address otner
N B . fae .

ve



EDWARD B. BENJAMIN

SUITE 825 WHITNEY BUILDING

NEW ORLEANS 70130

April 21st, 1977

Mr. Frederic M. Chatry -
Chief, Engineering Division
Department of the Army

New Orle ans District

Corps of Engineers

Post Office Box 60267 :

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160

Dear Mr. Chatry:

I darn well would like to see or have explained to me
how Slidell and surrounding communities are separated
from the low ones by a 10' to 15' contour, so that you

needn't put up any barrier in the Pearl River.

Could you bring something to the meeting on the 27th
that would show this, or shall I run up to your office

one day?

Thanks and best regards.

cc: Mr. Poche Waguespack, Jr.
Mr. Harry England .
commodore Herbert O'Donnell
Mr. George Janvier, Jr.
Mr. Tom Purdy 7

rd




3f~;Dear Mr Chatry.

:EDWARDIBBEVJAMH¢,

;'{j.sm'm 825 WHITNEY BUILDING
fNEw ORLEANS 201:30

QAprll 19th, 1977

~.Mr. Frederic M. Chatry

- Chief, Engineering Division
Department of the Army . S A
;. :New Orleans, District, e S
. Corps of Engineers R

. Post Office Box 60267

" New Orleans, Louisiana 70160

. Re

LMNED~-DD

‘"Many thanks for your good letter of Aprll 13th and the

t‘; artlcles 111ustrat1ng the Narragansett Bay dralnage bas1n.

b"'-It is good to hear that the vertlcal lift gates would not
.~ take more than six hours to close and another six hours to

ﬂopen.;

However if the'so#called tainter gates requiring approximately

””‘]thlrty minutes to operate could be installed, that would

’:of course be better Stlll prov1ded you find thls practlcal

wanote what you wrlte regardlng protectlon of Slldell and,

~ surrounding communities and will give this a little more

study as I am dictating on a morning when my desk is stacked
.and I have to make a speech before the American Leglon on
'g"Preparedness" something that has been a thing with me for

'*fiamany more years even than thlS hurrlcane protectlon plan.

e

:5I do apprec1ate your w1111ngness to inform thls laxman
about all that's going on, and I want to assure you;%he
V(apprec1at10n of the people who are 301n1ng in the effort~
.to help you get this matter through. SheAT




. I have just“ﬁeérdxffom Lihéy Eogéé that her Subcommittee on
Appropriations approved Guy LeMieux's request for the $l4 400 000.00.
I hope it will be forthcomlng shortly. o

I'm looklng forward to seeing you at the luncheon on Aptil 27th
. to which I have invited you and your men as my guests.

The best regards.

a";\
Slncere{?, :

‘cc: Mr. Poche' Waguespack, Jr.
Mr. Harry England
Commodore Herbert O'Donnell
Mr. George Janvier, Jr.
Mr. Tom Purdy

EBB.bjb it . ?
‘Enclosures
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*" IN REPLY REFER TO | o
r IMNED-DD" T 19 April 1977

“<% °  Mr. Edward B. Benjamin L |
ei3a R Suite 825, Whitney Building =~ # 7L &MU & ey

‘New Orleans, Louisiana 70130

ERIERAN L0

Dear Mr. Benjamin:

; Thank you for yodr invitation‘of 11 April 1977 for me and members of my
. gtaff to be your guests at the Chamber's Members' Council on 27 April 1977.-.

“#SRT Ve have “already accepted 'an invitation from the Chamber, but look’ -~ = ° R
forward to seeing you on the 27th.

Sincerely yours,
N

: - H\JOHNSON
o S . J  1MNED-DD

FREDERIC M. CHATRY
Chief, Engineering Division




P

EDWARD B. BENJAMIN
SUITE B25 WHITNEY BUILDING

NEwW ORLEANS 70130

April 1lth, 1977

Dear Mr. Chatry:

Please be my guest when Colonel Early Rush
talks before the Chamber's Members' Council
on April 27th and bring with you anyboay you

want as my guests also.

I look forward to seeing you and send best
regards.

Sincerely,

e ey -
—~ —_ -

.)
. p /'

Mr. Frederic M. Chatry
Chief, Engineering Division
Department of the Army

New Orleans District

Corps of Engineers

Post Ooffice Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160

EBB.bjb
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# "IN REPLY REFER TO

LMNED-DD . e o 13 April 1977

Mr. Edward B. Benjamin
_ Suite 825, vhitney Building . . ...
“ jew Oxleans, Louininna 70130 5

- :‘.,'7;«-,~bw' y I I S RS

Dear Mr. Denjamin:

Reference is made to your letter of 28 March 1977 reyarding the Lake
Pontchartxain, Loulsiana and Vicinity llurricane Protection project.

In responsé to your requast for -information on the hurricane protection
barrier in Providence, Rhode Island, I have inclosed saeveral coples of
an article describing the Fox Point Darrier., I beliove the article

is self explanatory.

Apparently there is a misconception about the operating time of vertical
1lift gates. (Referred to as "alab type® gates in vour lettar.) The

- vertical lift gates being considered for the barrier control structures -
"would take approximately & hours to close and another 6 hours to open.

‘Even though this operating time is obviously ruch emore practical than
the "2 or 3 days"” operating time referred to in your letter, we still
recognize certain advantages to an even quicker operating time. It is
for this reason that we are still considering the use of taintar cates
which require approxinately 30 minutes to operate. The pros and cons,
including relative costs, of sach type gate are presently being congidared.

Ragarding the protection of Slidell and aurrounding cormunities, we do
not believe a barrier in the Pearl River area is required. It is
posaible for a tidal surge to move up the Pearl River and into the
lowlands; however, Slidell and surrounding cormmunities ara separated
from the lowlands by the 10-to 15-foot contour. We would be privilaged
to illustrate this point on a topograpinic map if required, Furthaermore,
the project plan calls for continuous protection to only 3.0 feet above
wean sea level (m.s.l.) on both gidea of the Rigolets Pass., Where the

iy, bt s . St ke SWCRLE TR L R




Mr. GUizeriX/jh/44iéZZZ

LMHED-DD 13 april 1977
Hr. Edward B. Benjamin
»f :highway emuankment is below 9.0 feet m.8.1., a levee will be constzucted
et to that slevation.

I trust vou will find this Information useful. Of course, if there are

additional questiona, feel free to call or write me.

Sincerely yours,

1 Incl {quad)

SRR T T

FREDERIC M. CHATRY 7563 //,
As stated Chief, Engineering Division Soiew BE - (679

7
JOHNSON
LMNED~DD
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Fox Point Barrier viewed from the west

NARRAGANSETT BAY DRAINAGE BASIN
Upper Narragansett Bay Projects

FOX POINT BARRIER, Providence

Fox Point is located about one mile south of the
heart of Providence, at the east side of the narrow
upper section of the tidal estuary known as the
Providence River. The hurricane-flood protection
project, authorized in 1958, is located immediately
south of the Narragansett Electric Company plant
and extends across the Providence River about 0.2
mile north of Fox Point. Started in the spring of
1961, the project was operational in 1965 and
completed in 1966.

The barrier consists of a concrete gravity dam
about 700 feet long with connecting dikes and
extends across the Providence River from Tock-
wotton Street to Globe Street. Included in the
barrier are three river gates and a pumping station.
Intake gates, located in the pumping station, admit
condenser cooling water to thermal powerplants
located just behind the barrier. The river gates,
with three 40-foot wide openings, pass normal river

and tidal flow including full flood runoff in the
Providence River from design rainfall and, when
closed, prevent the entry of tidal floodwaters from
the bay. When raised, they permit passage of small
boats and barges. The pumping station contains the
cooling water intake gates and 5 electrically-driven
119-inch diameter pumps, having a combined
discharge of 7,000 cubic feet per second, to
evacuate the flood runoff of the Providence River
when the gates are closed. Maintenance and opera-
tion of the project is a local responsibility. The
project was turned over to local interests for
operation in August 1966. ~

The project provides virtually complete protec-
tion against hurricane tidal flooding for the major
portion of Providence, the chief manufacturing
city and capital of Rhode Island. It protects the
commercial and industrial center of the city,
extensive transportation facilities, public utilities
and many homes.




- ) . . NARRAGANSETT BAY DRAINAGE BASIN
Upper Narragansett Bay Projects

Looking downstream at Fox Point Barrier river gates,
the non-overflow section and the pumping station

[ odification in Progress)

Prowidence River is tidal and is formed at the
city of Pxpvidence by the junction of the Seekonk
tidal portionof the Blackstone River and two small
streams, the NVoonasquatucket and Moshassuck
Rivers, which e in northern Rhode Island. It
flows southerly aPgut 8 miles in a deep channel
between broad flats ang empties into Narragansett
Bay. '
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ized in 1852 to provide for a 9-foot deep chan
near the head of the existing harbor. Subsegdent
improvements were authorized throug 913,
which provided for deepening the waterfvay to a
depth of 25 feet from deep water inAQarragansett
Bay off Bullocks Point to Fox Poipt“in Providence,
a distance of 5.5 miles. FurthepAmprovement was
authorized in 1937 for a 10«6-mile long channel,
35 feet deep from deep wafer in Narragansett Bay
off North Point (Popaggliash Neck) to Fox Point.
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EDWARD B. BENJAMIN

SUITE 825 WIIITNEY BUILDING

NEW ORLEANS TO130

March 28th, 1977

Mr. Frederic M. Chatry
Chief, Engineering Division
Department of the aArmy

New Orleans District

Corps of Engineers

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160

Dear Mr. Chatry:

Herbie O'Donnell, an old and very good friend, was certainly
the man with whom to discuss the promotion of the hurricane
protection plan.

Herbie, a civil engineer, has been keeping up with this
thing right along and tells me there were conferences a
couple of years ago on design.

Herbie also takes the position that the slab type of flood-
gates, which would take two or three days to plug up and

two or three days to unplug, would not be practical, and I
think he's right because Ilhgﬁjhoted the effects of a
hurricane at Wilmington, ware 700 miles away at Marion,
Massachusetts, and precaution has to be taken well in advance
of the incidence of a hurricane.

Also the water would have to be let out of the lake promptly
when the eye of the hurricane passed over and the winds
changed, driving the water from St. Tammany Parish south

and southeast.

Herbie tells me that Colonel Early Rush diagrammed for him
a possible swing-gate to fill the mouths of the Rigolets,
the Chef and perhaps the Seabrooke. Such swing gates look
good to me at first glance. I think they would act guickly
both for prevention of ingress and for allowing egress.




Mr. Frederic M. Chatry March 28th, 1977

I gave Herbie my latest correspondence on this hurricane
protection project, including the enclosed from the head

of the Providence Journal, whose mother was a devoted friend,
the great beauty of the Cabot family.

My assumption is that the barrier erected to protect Providence
was put in place by the Engineers.,

Could you let me, Herbie and Poche! have a sketch or plans
showing just what this barrier consists of?

I have sailed the waters up to providence incidentally, and
know a good deal about the lay of the land up there.

I am in hopes that Colonel Early Rush has accepted the
invitation to speak before the Members' Council, as there
has been very little publicity on this hurricane protection
plan, and in my opinion it still remains a must.

There may be involved the necessity of a barrier that can be
put into position promptly and removed promptly at the mouth
of the pearl River, in order to protect the country to the
north, including Slidell. And you will probably have to
raise the highway level approaching the Rigolets Bridge,

if you want to use this as a protection levee, which

Herbie points out.

But after all, the basic necessity is there, to keep the
waters of the Gulf out of Lake Pontchartrain when a hurricane
is behind these waters.

I look forward to hearing further from you.
VY

I'm asking Mr. O'Donnell when he gets his -eites- all set,
to get in touch with Mr. Pettit as Mr. Pettit should be
vitally interested for the protection of East Jefferson.




Mr. FPrederic M. Chatry March 28th, 1977

In my years of association with Herbie, I have never found
anybody more reliable and I am awfully glad that he is
informed about this situation and can take a hand in
recommending what directions should be taken.

Kindest regards.

xsincergly,

D

cc: @ommodore Herbert O'Donnell
Mr. Poche' Waguespack, Jr.
Mr. Tom Purdy

EBB.bjb




Car Ol - a Pretty

N 1954 Rbode Island realized it must learn how to

live with hurricanes. The hard fact was driven
home, leaving no chance to rationalize. Another huge
cyclonic storm, spawned in the subtropics, had come
and gone. Banshee winds and massive tides had done
their savage work once more. .

Sixteen years before, on September 21, 1938, the
greatest hurricane in Rhode Island  history raged
across the state leaving 317 dead and $100,000,000 in
property damage in its wake. It was a frcak, said
many  as they picked through the debris, and will
never happenh again. ’

But in 1944, in the predawn darkness of Septem-
ber 14, there was grim warning that this was not the
case. Another hurricane zeroed in upon the state,
smashed down thousands of trees, ripped at roofs and
roared impotently along the shores, its power im-
paired by an unfavorable tide.

Then on August 31, 1954, the lesson was learned.
Pouring out of the night, the winds of Hurricane
Carol brought Rhode Island. summer to a premature

end. The stormn arrived at oxpress train speed and -

departed as fast, leaving the shores of the state a
shainbles, 19 dead, scores injured, and the business
district of the state’s largest city spitting out dirty
flood water from its basements and street level shops
for the second time in 16 years. }

Carol, a pretty name for a monster, was the third

hurricane of the year to form in the warm latitudes-

of the Atlantic. Some said the U.S. Weather Bureau
chose women’s names for the storms because - they
were unpredictable. Carol was unpredictable, lazing
along the southern coast ior days before taking deadly
awim, but there its {eminine characteristics stopped..

i

Name for a Monster

The forces of nature built a roadway for Carol,
a low pressure area suitzbly moistened by rains, and
the burricane bored in. It caught Rhode Island and
eastern Massachusetts in the outside arc. of its
counter-clockwise winds, with its center moving along
the Rhode Island-Connecticut boundary line. The'
state lay in the zone where the speed of the vicious
storm, estimated at more than 50 miles an hour, is
added to. the speed of the winds whirling within it.

The result: devastation. Property damage totaled
at least $200,000,000 in Rhode Island alone, possibly
half a billion dollars in the entire Northeast. Nearly
3,800 Rhode Island homes simply disappeared or lay
in shattered heaps along the beaches. More than
2,000 boats, skiffs, fishing craft and proud yachts
were destroyed or seriously damaged.. )

But these are cold statistics.

The real story was in the hearts and eyes of
the people who suffered, the waterfront home owners
who clambered to rooftops in terror as great gray
waves chewed out the insides of their neat dwellings,
the boatowners who watched helplessly as their gal-
lant craft fought at their moorings for hours and -
then disintegrated, the store cwners in Providence
who saw the Hood tides thiust down the aisles, swell
over countertops and destroy millions of dollars
worth of choice merchandise. . )

After the storm the state gasped for breath for
days, and those who lived and worked inland realized
that they too had been hit. Almost all electric power,
the life blood of a modern community, had ceased
to flow over the wires. An estimated 200,000 workers
were idle as repair crews sought to restore power to
the business offices and manufacturing plants. Home-
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owners ate suppers cooked over charcoal or Sterno,
by candlelight, and kept perishables and milk in tubs
or picnic cold boxes filled with ice.

Some residents in the rural areas had no water.
Their electric pumps were useless. And others found
service through certain water systems reduced or
interrupted for various reasons attribuyted to the
storm.

The great storm had its heroes, hundreds of
them, who waded, swam and floundered through
swirling water to bring their marooned fellows to
safety. And along the shore areas it brought forth
the best in human- nature as neighbors pooled their
meagre resources to help one another.

It spawned a small but ugly crop of human vul-
tures too, the looters who moved into stricken homes
and shops even before the waters completely receded
to fatten on the possessions of the victims.

Police acted fast in the days that followed to
offer what protection they could. Aided by the £ull
force of the National Guard, military reserve units
and civil defense wotkers, they cordoned off the
battered sections of the state to all except emergency
workers.

Gradually order replaced chaos as bulldozers
thrust back the deep sand dunes where once there
had been roads and great cranes lifted the hulks of *
sunken boats. Carpenters beat a staccato symphony
on thousands of damaged roofs while Aeets of trucks,
pressed into service from many sources, roamed the
streets of city and hamlet alike gathering the moun-
tainous piles of limbs and trunks which once spread
a green canopy over the state. Gradually power re-
turned. Lights winked on and the big factories sum-
moned their workers back.

And in the talk of the veterans of the storm
comparisons were made. Which was the greater,
Hurricane Carol or the nameless fury of September
21, 1938? The facts were indisputable. The hurricane
of 1938 was still without peer. Its flood tides mounted
13 feet nine inches above normal high water level in
Providence. Hurricane Carol had pushed the tide up
precisely 13 feet above normal.

" The 1938 storm moved more slowly and poured
its peak destruction on the state for about two hours,
with sustained winds of 121 miles an hour and gusts
of far greater force. Hurricane Carol lashed the state

- with its peak winds for about half as long, reaching

full force at 11:37 a.m. when a gust estimated at 105
to 115 miles an hour thrust the anemometer needle
off the dial at the U.S. Weather Bureau at Hills-
grove. Moments carlier the top sustained velocity of
90 miles an hour was recorded. -

The 1938 storin was a massive doughnrut with its
center over the Connecticut River Valley. Its dc:dly
castern semicitele spread a wide band of destruction
through the heart of New England. Hurricane Carnl
achieved its greatest fury in a band stretching from
New London, Conn,, to the Cape Cod Canal.

Loss of life was not comparable. Yet in this fact
there was a puzzle. The shore areas where damage
was greatest in both storms appeared to have suffered
almost equal devastation. The surge of tide thrust
up by Hurtricane Carol was almost as high. And on
August 31, 1954, the summer season at Rhode Island’s
beach resorts was at the zenith. Yet the death tolt
was low,
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stroeling for the sofety of a stainway, rooftop or
inmprovised raft, swas relatively high. The hurricane
of 1938 reached its pcak about 5:15 p.m,, ncarly a
month later in the year. Alnost complete darkness
came with the storm. This time thousands fled from
unprotected sections before the storm reached its -
full fury. Before, mmany refused to believe what they
saw, ching to their exposed dwellings to the last and
actnally rushed to the shore to watch the water rise,

The lesson had been partially learned, but not
completely. ' : _

On the afternoon of August 31 and the days that
followed complaints arose that the U.S. Weather
Burecau had provided insufficient warning of the
storm’s approach: Tts bniletins had spoken of north-
casterly gales and abnonmnal tides until too late to
take full precautions for the southeast "hurricane
winds and flood tides which actually arrived.

Power failed over much of the state at 9:10 a.m.
on August 31, and when the full-import of the storm
was realized radio warnings were almost useless.

Two days after the storm the scason’s fourth
hurricane rushed harmlessly past, well out to sea,
touching off brief panic in cértain exposed coastal
communities. ‘I'len on Friday, Scptember 10, eleven
days after Huiiicane Carol, the state scttled down to
the business of living with the storms.

Hurricane Edna, a huge storm with 135 mile an
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bour winds near its center, relled toward the battered
shore. This time the state was ready,

Through the daylight hours of Friday newspapers,
radio and television warned of the storm's progress.
All radio and television stations went on night-long
watch, Storm shutters and sandbags appeared. Water-
front districts were cvacuated as sweating clerks in
downtown stores cleaned out cellars only recently
cleared of flood water, removed all merchandise to
upper floors. Firemen, police, civil defense units, the

. Red Cross and other welfare agencies mobilized all

personnel. Never in the history of Rhode Island had
such complete . preparations against disaster been
made.

At the last moment the storm veerced northeast-
ward, arriving on an ¢bb tide. Rhode Island caught
the backlash of its winds, suffering relatively minor
damage.

A glancing blow. The state now knew that two
facts are vital once hurricane warnings have gone
out: the condition of the tide when the storm arrives .
and the location of its center.

In 1815, 1938 and on August 31, 1954, the storm
center had passed to the westward and the hurricane
had arrived at high tide with destructive force. In
1869, 1944 and September 11, 1954, the tide was on
the ebb.

The ledger was neatly balanced, three and three.
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tages, like war refugees, to salvage belongings. These people are at Quonochontaug.
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Great MHurricane

and ""deaﬂ ‘M ave

September 21, 1938

ON the aflernoon of September 21, 1938, a
hurricane of subtropical origin whirled out of
the Atlantic Ocean and struck the northeast shore
of the United States at Long Island. It advanced with
ever-increasing speed and wind velocities — and
Rhode Island stood directly in the path of its danger-
ous semi circle.

" Mounting winds and a blinding forrent of rain
heralded this fury in mid-afierncon.

Before night fell, 312 men, women and children
were dead and missing in this State and on the imme-
diately adjacent shores of Massachusetts summer
resorts; $100,000,000 worth of damage had been
wrought from Westerly to Sakonnet Point and inland;
entire beach communities had been wiped from the
map, the State’s contour was changed, beaches had
been obliterated, thousands of trees and utility poles
felled, yacht fleets smashed, sunk and flung up hun-
dreds of feet beyond high water, and the streets of
downiown Providence buried to a depth of 10 feet
and more beneath the waters of the Bay.

Never in history had such a disaster visited these
shores. No mere recital of statistics on damage and
death could tell the story of that cyclonic madness.
It had to be lcorned from the lips of the man whose
wifc and children were torn from his arms by towering
waves on the South County shore; from the priest

who, with his mother, rode the screaming wings of the *

storm from the west to the east shore of Narragansett
Bay; from those who raced inland and looked back to
see their homes collapse before the surge of water
and the roar of wind; from the mute but eloquent

sight of the drowned body of a man on Westminster .

Street in the business section of Providence.

The story can never emphasize too much the
element of people’s unawareness of the hurricane’s
imminence, and the strange, weird thought, even as
the wild storm was shattering the community, that it
was a fantastic piece of imagination, a mad dream.
It was so alien a thing: an anachronism, that did not
belong here in northern latitudes.

It was this very element of unawareness that cost
scores of lives, the lives of those who stayed and
thought they were safe, and were swept away when
a sea whipped to great heights engulfed ihem and
their homes.

But it was no dream when Rhode Island counted
its dead, its more than 16,000 stricken families, its
wrecked buildings and wharves and ships, and its
devastated communications, lighting and transporta-
tion systems. For hours after the winds and waters
abated, this State might just as well have been a
lifeless commonwealth as far as communication with
the outside world was concerned, and it was days
before some small communities were again linked
with that complex network of life-lines that so gov-
erns modern civilization.

Great crises call forth the best — and the worst
— in the nature of man, and the hurricane of Sep-
fember 21 did just that. The days that followed
brought tales of heroism that swelled the heart and
renewed the faith in man’s spirit and spirituality. Into
the face of the storm's unbridled wrath men flung
their puny strength to go to the rescue of the drown-
ing. Some of them won. Others exemplified that

."greater love'" and laid down their lives that others

might live. -
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But it must be recorded too that even before the
flood waters subsided and the how! of the wind died
down, looters descended upon the devastated areas,
summoned by some obscene grapevine telegraph to
pick and claw at the vitals of a stricken community.

Jewelry shops were stripped, windows were
smashed and looters, streaked with the mud of
flooded gutters, crawled in to thieve and pilfer. Boats
cast up on shore were swept clean, yachts of their
fittings, fishing boats of their gear. Small craft were
even loaded aboard trucks in the dead of night and
carted away.

At 3 o'clock in the afternoon of September 21st,
the Weather Bureau here reported winds of 40 to 45
miles an hour, and 10 minutes later by telegraph to

the Journal office from a news service came a hurri-

cane warning, to the effect that the tropical disturb-

ance would cross Long Island Sound and reach the
“early tonight.” .

Rhode Istand-Connecticut border

In Providence, pedestrians were then having dif-

ficulty keeping their fooling. Trees began to crash.
Telephone and electric light wires were down in a
hundred spots. The utility companies were flooded
with calls. There is, perhaps, a touch of wry humor in
the call that came to the Providence Journal office.
A woman wanted to complain that a tree had fallen
on her property, and the forestry department
wouldn't do anything about it.

Not until later was the picture of fast-approach-
ing fury on the coastline pieced together, for even
in midafternoon communication was difficult. At
Westerly, Charlestown, all along the exposed South
County shore, the wind began to build up at 2:30
o'dlock, the surf rose high, and at 3:30 p. m.,, more
than three hours before scheduled high tide, the
Atantic had reached its expected high water mack.
# was an evil omen of what was to come.

Briefly, torrents of rain were driven almost hori-
zontally before the wind at about 3:30 o'clock, and
there was a new and threatening note in the voice of
the gale as it tore through the canyons of streets,
threatening to tear the very clothes from a man's

‘back. Peogle begun to realize that here was some-

thing.mure than a Seplember blow, an equinoctial
" as “old timers called them.
Windows: began to bulge inward. Slates flew from

storm, a “line storm,
roofs. Roods in c;/uy part of the State were blocked
by great follen biees, .

When a piece of the Public Library roof went
flying, and like hoppenings wese duplicated in a
hundred places over the State, terror flew in on the
wings of the wind and the State began to know it
was presenting its fuce to a new thing that struck
fear to the heart, The tale of the oullying areas was

told then only by the fact that one by one they
were severed from all connection with their neighbors
and with the heart of the State at the hea_d of
Narragansett Bay.

The whirling winds advanced north, and at 5:05
p- m., the Weather Bureau clocked the velocity at
87 miles an hour. Rhode Island was then omcually
experiencing a hurricane as measured by the Beau-
fort scale. The battered pedestrians in Providence,
the fishermen of the shore who watched their means
of livelihood smashed into matchwood, and those of
the isolated areas whose homes collapsed .in surging
waves of tide, who themselves struggled in the clutch
of water fathoms deep, needed no Beaufort scale to
tell them of the hurricane's force.

A4 ! 1 4

Of necessity, the record must be set down in
piece-meal fashion because fantastically different
experiences were suffered by different sections of
the State. .

At about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, preparations
were going forward in the office of the Evening
Bulletin to include in a late "sports extra™ the story
of the storm up to the time of going to press. The
edition was never born. At 5:16 o'clock, all vestige
of electric power died. The news room lights faded
and went out. The basement of the newspaper plant,
housing the presses and electrical equipment, was
flooded. The most dramatic and crushing disaster
that ever hit the State was wreaking ifs ruin every-
where —and the newspaper stood in impotent
silence. lts tongue was not to be restored to it for
Il days, as far as speaking through its own equip-
ment was concerned. It did publish without missing
an issuc through other facilities, and that is another
part of the record.

Those down the bay realized some time before
the new terror that was about to strike at the upper
reaches, but it was not until late in the afternoon that
a series of facts began to string themselves together
in the minds of those who were in Provideace who
were 40 miles away from the State's Aﬂanhc shore
face.

A wind of hurricane force was blowing from the
southeast into the funnel that is Narragansett Bay.
The tide was flooding. It was an equinoctial tide,
higher than the usual high tide under normal circum-
stances. The centre of the hurricane was not fas to
the westward, and the storm would bring with it a
cone of water rushing north at express-train speed.

Even os the weather-wise mind began to grasp the
irmplications of these coincidental circumstances, the
waters of Narraganselt Bay, driven by a 12(-mil.s.
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an-hour wind, piled info the upper bay, squeezed into

the restricted reaches of the harbor, overflowing in
great surges os they came, and fopped the ramparts
of the Providence River in the very heart of the city
at about 5 p. m.

So swift was the onrush that time and inciden*‘

were lost. In Market Square and vicinity — including
the great banking and business structures there —
thousands of per<ons were marooned on upper floors.
Within 10 minutes, the river-hcad area was a great
mass of water whipped by hurricane wind. Within
30 minutes there was a depth of six feet at that sector
which is cut through by Union Street in the Provi-
dence business section,

The watlers rose, and the whole downtown arca
tock on the appearance of a nightmare. Trapped
people leaped from busses and cars. They waded
knee-deep, bending their bodies 1o a screaming
wind. They struggled waist-high in waler, and the
watcrs still rose. They were chin-deep in places where
yesterday they had shopped, eaten lunch, stopped to
jalk with friends. They swam, swam for their lives,
and many were saved only because refugees in
second floors flung them ropes and hauled them up
from the wind-whipped flood.

The mosaic picture of the whole was gradually
pieced together from the tales of those who stood
and watched a downlown Providence inundated by
the waters of Narraganseit Bay. : »

A 50-year-old man drowned in Exchange Place

between City Hall and the trolley terminal, and’

another younger man drowned on Westminster
Street opposite the Phenix National Bank. The body
of the latter was found beneath the wheels of an
automobile when the flood waters receded.

There were two other deaths by drowning within
the city. One body was found on a South Water
Street dock near Point Street, and a second at Gano
and Freemont Streets, a section which was flooded
by water from the Seekonk River.

A woman and two girls, riding in cars in three
diffcrent sections of the city, were crushed to death
bencath felled chimneys.

Hundreds of sutomobiles were submerged, their
tops two fect below the surface. Depariment stores,
bLanks, hotels, restaurants, shops of all kinds, were
flooded nearly to the ceilings of the first floors. Base-
ment machinery was completely smothered, and at
the peak, the waters rose to just over 13 fcet above
mean high water, lapping at the sides of buildings in
low spots eight to ten feet above gutter levels and

flooding as far west in the downtown area as the -

edge of La Salle Square.

Two great coal barges were flung ashore by the
sform-driven wind and water, blocking South Water

Strcet near Point Street bridge; a fug was lified and

dropped into the cribwork of the India Feint bridge
in the Segkonl; great sections of river docks, still
bolted together, were washed a quarter-mile inland
and rested like barricades on Dorrance Street. Five-
ton trucks were hurled about as a child's toys, cars
were overturned and sent crashing into the sides of
buildings, walls collapsed under water pressure.

At the moment the Weather Burcau anemometer
registered 87 miles an hour at 5:05 p. m., the roof

~ blew off the shack atop the Turks Head building and

wrecked the wind-measuring equipment.

And through the whole black, chaotic night there
came an ecrie cacaphony of sound, continuous,
varied in tonc and nature. It was the night-long blar-

ing of automobile horns and clanging of burglar

alarms short-circuited by the flood waters.

! ! !

But though a staggering story of flood was told in
Providence, it paled in comparison when the frightful
picture of death and devastation on the coast from.
Westerly to Little Compton materialized through the
abating storm,

From Watch Hill to Narragansett, the South
County shore's playground for all classes of people,
was devastated. Great sections of it had been wiped
from the map. lts beaches were qouged out b
surging seas. :

But, worst of all, from the communities of Watch
Hill, Misquamicut, Quonochontaug, Charlestown
Beach, Green Hill and Matunuck, scores of persens,
and in some cases whole families, had been swept to
their-deaths. Not a beach home was left standing at-
some of those gay shores, and the beach itself upon
which the dwellings had stood was ground down and
swallowed by a furious sea made mad by wind.

Men came from that area who had their families
snatched from their very grasp by raging waters,
and they swore they saw a tidal wavé 100 feet high,
white-crested and breaking, as the land tugged at its
base.

They did sce waves of tide, driven by a wind that
reached 121 -miles-an-hour velocity at the peak of the
storm; waves that mounted to 30 feet or more in
height under the triple influence of wind, the hurri-
cane suction of water, and the tripping of the rolling
masses as they, in succession, felt the drag of fand
rising sharply from the ocean depths.

On the Westerly-Charlestown shore .alone, 118
were dead and missing, a check showed two weeks
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after the hurricane, and. the debris of hundreds of

" houses was flung, in some instances, a half-mile inland.

Here, as all along the Rhode Island shore, hundreds
of men dug into the wreckage for days before the
grievous tale was told in lines of corpses that filled
the femporary morgues. Gruesome though the detail
may be, the Governor of the State had to despatch
undertakers to that area so that the embalming of
bodies could keep pace with their discovery.

Ten women attending a church social at Mis-

quamicut were swept to sea when the waves engulfed
iheir cottage. A mother, struggling far from shore,
put her small boy on a raft in the hope he would be
carried ashore. He was never seen again. But a nine-
year-old girl rode a log in safety through the surf to
the shore. -

The fishing villages of Jerusalem and Galilee
found no protection behind the breakwater there,

and they were demolished, and with them went the

fishing boats and gear with which men earned a
living. : -
Block fsland suffered as badly as far as its fishing
fleet was concerned. Two men went to their deaths
there, one of them last seen clinging to the mast of
his boat as it hurdled a dock at the Old Harbor and
headed out into a boiling ocean.

No more eloquent testimony of the storm’s power
could be had than its destruction of the granite-block
sea wall at Narragansett Pier. Not even that barrier
could withstand the relentless fury of wind-driven
water, and the storm roared on to undermine sum-
mer homes and dwellings, and to bring down Sherry's

Pavilion — famous Pier landmark — and fling it, a
" twisted mass of wreckage, across the highway. Just a

little further north, the Dunes Club was shaken in its

v foundations, its froat torn out and its bath houses

reducnd to spl;'nh.'rs.

A Philadelphia woman and her son, visitors at the
Pice for years, were traveling on the Ocean Drive in
their car when a grcat wave swept them into the sea.
It was such waves as those which not only destroyed
the sca wall, but gouged out the drive itself.

North from there, the steel constructed Whale
Rock Lighthousr crashed down from its rocky base
and the lightkevper wenl with it Bonnel Shoses resi.
dents Hed for their livies as the waters took the very
qroond fram beneath theie houses and turnbiled thee
into the sew A Plam Beach Light, astounded walch
ers saw o streamined yacht travel fully 60 miles an
hour with the storm on its stern, strike shore and run
300 yards inland at Anthony's Beach, North Kings-

town.

Muie than 700 permaneat residences were doe-

strayed in Warwick, and-hundreds of summer places

at the shore settlements, and from that area came
some of the most fantastic stories of death, building
demolition” and miraculous escape.

Three aged women in a Shawomet Beach house
were swept into the sea when the circle of the hurri-
cane, shifting north, pushed the wind through the
south and into the southwest. Two of them were lost,
but the third clung to the house porch and in 30
minutes was carried through heaving waves and blind-
ing spray to the East Providence shore.

Rev. Thomas F, McKitchen, rector of SS. Feter
and Paul Cathedral, and his mother, vacationing at
Conimicut Point, found their house completely sur-
rounded by water. They took to a skiff, but all his
struggles could bring the shore no nearer. Between
them and theeast shore lay a two-mile width of
hurricane-swept water. He lost an oar. The boat raced
and spun. The priest had almost reached the ‘end of
hoping and was about to administer the last rites of
the Church to his mother, when a shift of current
headed them for shore and they grounded.on
Anawamscutt Beach in Barrington.

A Blackstone, Mass., girl lost her parents at
Conimicut Point, but she rode a kapok mattress
through four terrible hours in a furious sea until a
tremendous wave hurled her ashore at Narragansett
Terrace. - .

Rocky Point, that Mecca of politicians and shore
dinner consumers, fell like a house of cards before the
southeast fury. The roller coaster was shattered, the
great dining hall that could seat thousands was a
soggy mass of lumber, a thousand bathing suits hung
from the backwoods trees, and only the boilers stood
where once a huge bath house had been. The oldest
and most famous shore resort of the State was no
more.

Although first winds of the hurricane blew from
the southcast as the dangerous semi-circle of the
storm moved northward to hammer at Rhode island
shores, the shores of the bdy facing west were not
spared, for the winds whirled out of the southwest
as the centre of the disturbance advanced.

On the East Providence shore, Barées were flung
up high and dvry, and tank cars on railroad tracks
were tossed in the crazy confusion left by a pclume
giand, i

Barrington Paskway was flooded over as the bay
waters cushied across the railcoad tracks and into the
cove at the edge of the Metacomet golf course.
One man drowned there when his car was thrown
into the cove mud and he was trapped beneath the
rush of water.

Jusf ds Nﬂrl’d()dﬂscl' de fofnl(,‘d ] .‘unn(‘l Up
which rushed a great body of wind-driven water,
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: Luill wave upon wave {or 30 miles, so did "’10 Bauing-

ton and Warren Rivers present smaller but just as
inviling funncls 1o the fury of the dorm. i was as
thouyh they sucked it in and then found they could
nol accommodatic it.

There was nothing that rcscmbled a tidal wave

there. The walers from Rumstick Point north built

up steadily, relenilessly, in a forward-surging mass
until they buried the bridges across the main State
highway, smashed down 1he railroad bridges beyond,
and then went on to carry away the long bridge at
the White Church, which lost its steeple.

On that bridge was a Warren man who could not
swim, With him in his car was a gitl. When the <pan
began to give way, he urged her to jump ond muke
for shore. She did and she survived. He drowned.

Yochis 40 feet long were hurled from the Barring-
ton Yacht Club basin, carried over the parapet of the
bridge and dropped athwart the State highway. An
oysler boat was rushed up the Warren River and laid
across the Warren end of the other highway bgdge
as neatly as a constructed barricade.

Bristol County to the south of the Warren River
was virtuolly unapproachable. Fallen irees and poles
balked traffic on every road, and Bristol was isolated
for nearly two days. Not evenielephone communica-
tion couid be put through there.

The famous Herreshoff ship yards were wrecked.
Three America’s Cup defenders were badly dam-
aged, and great sheds were collapsed on the exposed
waler fronl. The Bristol Yacht Club owned nothing
more than a flagpole when the day was done, and
the shore front streets of the town were littered with
bell buoys, spars and channel markers.

The 90-foot yacht Firenze blocked the street in
front of the Herreshoff yard, and the Lobster Pot,
popular eating place nearby, was blown to bits.

-Newport County was shut off from communica-
tion with the mainland of Rhode Island, and 18 per-
sons af lsland Park alone perished when that colony
was almost completely destroyed. Troops with dyna-
mite finished the job on tottering buildings when the
storm was done. )

In Newport, fashionable Bailey's Beach was
ubltirated, and conly the entrance stood intact- -~
and that was pushed back from the shore. The bath

houses there were carried on the wind and scattered

“a half-mile aw‘dy.

' The hurricane showed no discrimination, for it
destroyed Newport Beach, too, and dumped the
roller coasier there clear across the highway. Other
beaches along the southern shore fared no better.

Across Sakonnet River in Little Compfon. the

storm struck with vicious force at the broad peninsula

that dares to stick its face out info the Aflantic.
Groups of cottages on Sakonnel Point vanished

“when thunderous surf piled in from the southwest

and rose 25 feet as it met the waters of the harbor.

Along these shores and at Newport, observers
were gencrally agreed that the sea built up steadily
and swiftly until a height of 15 feet above mean high
water was reached at about 5 p. m.

Four fishermen at Sakonnet Point climbed to the
roof of a collage and sailed on it through the air
when it was forn off and landed in the harbor. They

" were pulled aboard a fishing boat.

The islands of the bay constitute a siory in them-
sclves. Both ferries to Jamestown in the East and
West passages were grounded comparatively early
in the afiernoon before the winds reached hurricane
force, and the island was isolated.

Seven school children in a bus were swept o their
deaths at Mackerel Cove on Conanicut Istand when
the bus came to a halt behind a stalled automobile.
Four of the youngsters came of one family. On the
narrow strip of land connecting the Beaver Tail end
of the island with the north the bus came to a halt,
and as the driver attempted to get the children out,
three great waves swept over the land. The pavilion
there was destroyed by the force of the water, and
two persons were carried into the sea in an auto-
mobile.

At Sand Point Lighthouse on Prudence lsland,
five persons including the wife of the light keeper
were carried out fo sea when the keeper's house that
had stood the batterings of ycars of easterly gales
crashed before the savagery of the hurricane. On-
lookers saw the house carry away, and they stood
held helpless by high surf as the light keeper's wife
and his son disappeared into the raging walers.

Her husband, ouiside battening down at the
time, was carried away, but a_conirary sea threw
him back on the lard.

The savagery of the storm was well demonstrated
by its destruction of the Whale Rock lighthouse and,
its extensive damage to the lights and keepers' homes
at Beavertail, Bullock's Point and Sand Point. The
Whale Rock light, cast-iron plated and built on the
sub-surface rock with a concrete and steel-reinforced
base, stood since 1882 until it was dropped into a
raging sea with ity keeper alonc in the tower.

While inland Rhode Island suffered enormous

damage to its buildings, trees, farms and communica-

‘tions, power and transportations systems, it was on

the long water front that the drama and power of
the hurricane was displayed most astoundingly.

-Yacht clubs, outstanding among them the Rhode

Island Club which stood out on piers, disintegrated



befdre thé onrush of wind and water, and the yacht-

ing fleets of the State suffered hundreds of fhousands

of dollars damage.

Clawed as by giant hands, the shape of -coastal
Rhode Island literally was changed. Greater erosion
had taken place in a few hours than normally would
be done in centuries of time. Not only were beaches
destroyed and land marks obliterated, but deeps
had been changed to shallows and shallows to deeps.

Seven days after the hurricane, the Drzpdrlmenf
of Commerce informed mariners through a bulletin
that aids to navigation as marked on Coast and
Geodelic Survey charts were useless 1o o great
extent from Cape Cod to Cape May, with particular

reference to Narragansett Bay, showing that not .

only had the Whale Rock light disappeared, but fog

signals on six other light stations had been destroyed. - ‘

At 7:30 p. m. on the 2ist., after the tide started
to ebb, the wind abated and the flood waters began

to recede, Rhode. Island had been deprived almost.

completely of every service which man has developed
for himself.

The greater part of the State was in darkness.

Its communications system was crippled. Radio sta-.

tions were silent and had been since before the storm
reached its peak. Transportation simply did not
exist, Automobile drivers could not get gasoline
because there was no electricity to operate station
pumps. Many water sources had been contaminated
and all such sources were suspect until analysed.

It was days—in some cases almost two weeks—

before the large stores, banls and business houses of -
the downtown Providence area dug themselves out’

‘from beneath the debris of the flood and resumed
operations.

The State was bereft of all those sofequards which
surround modern living, and when troops were called
out to patrol devastated areas and prevent wide-

spread looting they had to be called by couriers

one by one.

When the lights faded and went out in the

Providence Journal building and all power ceased to
flow, a vits! problem was presented—and solved.
Rhode lsland hod to be furnished immediately with
a mr:ans by which the people could be mode to know
what really had happened to them and what they
should do about it. State aad loral authoritics had
1o have a means of scading out theic health orders
and measures of discipline. The people had to be
told of the details of the general rehabilitation pro-

gram, where they could go for food, shelier, clothes, N

anti-toxins and serums. The names of the dead and
the missing had to be published as the search for

bodics went on.

Working by the light of candles and elecfnc
torches, the staffs of the Providence Journal and
Evening Bulletin gathered all immediately available -
information on the disaster, dispatched one staff of -
men to Woonsocket, another to Boston, and main-
tained a third which covered the State from one end
to the other to gather the complete story.
~ The Woonsocket Call, true to the best traditions
of the newspaper trade, made its facilities available.

_‘An emergency edition of the Journal was published

there on the morning of the 22nd., and distributed
{hrough the State. The Call continued to publish
the Journol until power was resiored to the Fountain
Street plant on Oct. 3.

The Boston Post responded fo ihe call for help
and opened its doors for publication of the Evening

Bulletin. News copy was telephoned from Providence
. to Boston or rushed over the road by automobile,

and about noon in the days that followed the after-
noon newspaper. left Boston on trucks for Rhode
Island. The Post published nine emergency editions

"of the Bulletin, until publication was resumed in

Providence with the afterncon paper of Oct. 3.
Meantime, Most Rev. Francis P. Keough, Bishop -
of Providence, offered the facilities of the Providence
Visitor, diocesan newspaper, for any extra editions
which might be necessary. It was at the Visitor that

the Bulletin published a “peace” extra on the after.” -

noon of Sept. 29 when Sudetan areas of Czecho-
slovakia were yuelded to Germany to preven’t a
European war.

The hurricane of Sept. 21, 1938, passes, of itself,
into history to take its place, spaced by the years, with
the lesser wind-engendered disaster of Sept. 23, 1815,

The printed word and the camera lens have made
a permanent record of its relentless savagery. its
enormous power, its devastation,

The face of Rhode Island will bear some of . its
scars for a half-century, and the children of today
will tell the tale of it to their grandchildren in what
may then correspond to the chimney corner where
the story was told of the big blow of 1815 which
occurred more than a hundred years before this one.

But this gencration of Rhede Islanders will want
to speak rather of the rehdbilitation of their coast
line, for engincers have already told them that with
proper permeable jeity construction to build up their
sand dunes and their beaches, and by a proper loca-
tion of hotels and summer residences back from the
shore, in many places bordered by protective salt
ponds, Rhode Island not only can repair the damage,
but build to an even greater beauty as a recreation
ceatre than it has ever known before and can build
with security ta life and property as well.
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April 4th, 1977

Mr. Frederic M. Chatry
Chief, Engineering Division
Department of the Army

New Orleans District

Post Office Box 60267 | Te—
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160

Dear Mr. Chatry:

‘Thank you ever so much for your excellent letter of

March 29th outlining the hurricane protection program,

~which letter will be much appreciated by all those .. .. . s e

receiving it, I am sure.

It is a relief to know that you do have a finite completion
date in mind for this project.

I assume too from your letter that you now have in mind
what you intend to do in the way of constructing the
flood barriers.,

In that connection, if you have no objection, I'm going

to ask ex-Commodore Herbert O'Donnell of the Southern

Yacht Club, a civil engineer with long experience on the

water, to contact you about the design, and to relay 4
what you have to say to me, I figure that Herbie is much

better qualified to understand this aspect than I am.

It looks to me from your letter as if you can furnish
all the ammunition needed in defending the Engineers
against a suit being brought by the Sst. Tammany Police
Jury. But for the life of me I cannot understand why
they are bringing up their objections. I have read

their articles in t he paper very carefully, and as you

know I have written these people. There seems to be

Yy e, " P L mes W
N 1Y . ..-e'z__” {51‘?’&7’
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something behind the action of the St. Tammany people. 4
If it is the thought that they can make that side of e
the lake commercial and build ocean-going vessels, that's

pretty far-fetched, because I don't see how a channel

could be kept open across the lake for vessels of any

considerable draft.

I have sent Mr. Gallinghouse a chart of Narragansett
Bay and photostats of the articles on the horrors of

.the 1938 and 1954 hurricanes that affected Providence, R

e e e
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‘Rhode 'Island. 'This material should help the defense also.

If charts of Narragansett Bay and copies of the articles

have not been sent to Poche Waguespack, Harry England and

Captain Joe Domino, this will be done too. Herbert O'Donnell Sy
already has these exhibits.

. ...It is mighty good of you to have taken the time to write Lt g s
" 'in as much detail as you have. It may be that this letter

of yours, or the data in it, should be brought to the
attention of the public through the newspapers, I'm
going to leave that up to Poche and you to decide. But
my impression is that the public is woefully ignorant
and ought to know the story in full.

I won't be leaving here under our present plans until the :
end of this month. I then go to my Greensboro, North Carolina
office for a month, where my telephone number is (919) 299-2514
and my mailing address is Post Office Box 60, Greensboro 27402.

In case you want to talk to me or send me copies of any
correspondence, I will always be glad to hear from you.
And don’t hesitate a minute to phone me collect,

Many thanks again and every good wish.
Sincereiy:\\
i &\ . ) ‘. JEE e " JQL--:

P.S. I still feel you should have a barrier against hurricane
. .. vaters at the entrance to 393¥1!BiVeﬁniQ$P§k§m3959P?fqr#ﬁﬁﬁgWu§
W S R A e i

-

cc: Mr. Poche Waguespack
Captain Joe Domino
Mr. Harry England
Mr. Herbert O'Donnell
Mr. Tom purdy



LMAED-HP 24 vareh 1977
Mr. Edward G. Benjamia

You ask, ia effect, howv can expsditious completien of the preject be
assured. It is my coaviction that, in this country, the people ulti-
nately prevail. Whem their desires ars known, they get what they waat.
As an organiszation with a c¢lear cbligation te ssrve tha public iatereet, -
the New Orleans Distriet will coatiasue tc provide, to the people, the
beat information we cau on the eonsequences of available choicas in the
eritical area of hurricane protaction.

The following informstion is offered in response to guestions raised in
youxr lstter of 235 Pebruary 1977.

The control structures at Ths Rigolets and Chef ieateur Passes will be
closad feor approximataly 3 days when a bwrricans saters the Culf of
Hexico. Raeed on historical vecords, wa mxpect this to ocecur on an
averags of three times per year, thus resultiag in & closure tine of
approximately § days or 2.5 percent eof the avexage year. OUperation of
the contrel structure at Seabrook will bs governed threughout the year
by saliaity comntrol criteria established by the Louisians Wildlife and
Fisheries Comuissien.

In addition toc materials alrsady in place, approximatley 22.3 million
cublc yards of earchfill, 1.2 millicn cubic yards of glamshell, and

1.5 mtlliion tons of riprap stone are required te complets the projesct.

The riprap stons is generally obtained from cut-of-stats quarries. The
clamehell 18 obtained from cownercial beda located fiu lake Pontchartrain.
The earthfill comes from various sources dapendimg upon the location of
the construgtion. Generally spesking, earthfill for The Rigelets and Chef
Henteur complexes (inclwding the barrier levess) will come frem designated
borrow areas in Lake Pontchsrtrain and in The Rigolsts and Chef Henteuwr
Pasnes. Earthfill for levees adjacent to the Culf Intracoastal Waterway
(CIWW) and the Mississippl River Gulf Outlet (MR-GO) generally is dredged
from the respective channel bottoms. Fill for the Chalmette levee from
Verret to Casrnarvom was obtained from the Hiseissippl River. On all
other construction in the projeet, borrow asress ars desiguated in lLake
Pontchartrain and/er in the Besnet Carre epillway.

Contractors may, at their opticm, utilisze privately cwned sources of
berrow provided the £111 is of acceptable quality. For ilastance, soms
portions of tha NHew Orleans East lsveas were comstructed with fill
obtainad from private horrow pits along Iaterstate 10 in the viedmnity of
Elidell, Louisiana.

Regarding the law suit filed sgainst the project by Save Ouxr Wetlands,
Inc., and the Clio Sportsman's lLeague, it 1s the centention of the
plaintiffs, among other things, that wetlands within the protecgtsd

areas of New Orlesns East (14,000 scres) and Chalmetts (21,000 acres)
will be irreparably damaged by the preoject by interrupting the move~ :
ment of waters batween the wetlands and Lakes Pemtechartrain and Borgne.



LIED-MP 24 darch 1977
Mr. Edwaxd B. Benjamis

Floed insurance rates have been drastically loweared by projegt construc—
tion in aress of 3t. Barnard and Urleans Parishes; in some asrass wighout
projset construction, rates were so high as to comprise ovar 50 peremat
of the total nota on an AVerage acme.

Despite the effectivensss of the works already constructed, much of ths
area remains vulnerable to the large killer hurricene. ¥e can sanly hepe
that tha validity of this statement is pot to be provaen by the passage of
such a hurricane without ths necessary protective works., e are pushing
designs of the barrier features to the maximum extant. Under the advan-
tages of the Hebart bill, which permits lomg ters repayment of the local
shara of the project cost, local assuring agencies have besn moving
aggressively to acquire righte—of -way needed for construction of the
barrier system. 7This support is, of course, wital.

There is, cbvicusly, opposition to the project. Kesidents of St. Tammany
Parish, with Representative Edward C. Scogin as their most articulace
advocats, have effectively and aggressively set forth their oppesition.
‘Becantly, newspaper aceounts describe the opposition of US Representative
Kichard A. Tonry, snd sllude ¢to plans on his part to seek 2 cessation of
funding for tha project. Save Our Wetlands, Inec., (SOWL), sn suvirommental
group, has filed sult and seeks to enjoin construstiom of certain project
fasturas, including the barrisr system, Hewspaper raports iudicate that
the 3t. Tammany Parish Polige Jury is plauning to file sult in aopposition
to the barrier plan. The Zavironmentsl Defense Fund, & national emviroe-
nental erganization with a background of use of litigation as & means of
sccomplishing its goals, has expressed congern over ths possible eaviron-
mental effects of the project snd the way the benefita expected to flow
frem it have been computaed.

The project doss enjoy widespread support at the institutional level,
although, for the most part, this support has aot been exprassed with
the aggressivensss aad persistence wvhich have marked the oppositionm.

The Covernox of lLouisiacs, the Mayor of jew Urisans, the Louisiana
Department of Transportation and Development, Office of Public Works
(formerly Department of Public Works), the Orleaans Levee District, the
Pontchartrain lavee Distriet, the 5t. Berasrd Parish Police Jury, the
Lakea Borgne hasin levee Distriet, the Hew Orlesns City Council, the

Sew Orleans Ciry Plananing Coumission, the 5t. Berasrd Parish Planning
Commizeion, the Jefferson Parish Council, State Reprssestative A. Charles
Borrelle, State Senator Hat G. Klefer, State Representative Theodere J.
Marchand, the East Orleans Civie Councll, the lew Orleans Ezst Businsss
Asseocistion, the Sertems Club of New (rlesns, tha Xiwanis Club of Hew
Orlesas, the lew Orlesus Chapter of the louisians Engineering Society, thi
Lake Terrace Woman's Club, the Village De L'Est Improvement Asseciation,
the Youag Men's Busiuess Club of Greater lew Orleaas, the Kentlworth
Civie and Improvement Assosiation and the Lake Oaks Civic Asseciation,
are all recordad as supporting the project.




IN REPLY REFER TO 29
LMED-MP -74 Maveh 1977

Mx. Edward B. Beajemin

Suite 8253, Whitney Building
Neow Orlsans, lLouisiana 70130

Dear Mr. Banjemin:

This 18 a reply to your 11 Februsxy 1977 and 25 FPebruary 1977 lettexs
concetning the Lake Poutehartrain and Vicinity, lLoulsisna, Hurricane
Protection project.

o axe geserally om schadule with the remaining desigue for the
unconpleted featurss of this projest. The congressional funding to
help support this design scbadule bas been more than smple to data.
The requirements impesed on local sponsors in the suthorizing ast heve
besn met.

Alse the loecal assurers (ths Orleaus Leves Distriet, the Pontchartrain
Lavea District, the Lake Borgne Basis Leves Diatriet/8t. Barnard Parish :
Police Jury) that have had to provide some paxt of thair share of the cost
have dons 80 in a manuer sufficient te support an sffestive construction

PTOREEN.,

Our schadule shows that the design and sventusl coustruction of the
Chef Menteur aml Rigolets Complaxes will bs cemplated in the mid-1980's.
Of gourse, this is sontingent on ths outecoma of the present and future
licigacion, which I will subsequeatly discuas. The Seabrook Complex,
which 1is not an issue ia the licigatien, is scheduled to be comstrueted
early in tha 1580's.

These portions of the projeet complated to date have gensrsted manifold
benefits to tha metropolitan area. Xn 1969 Hurricane Camills produced
wvater elavatioss in the Industrial Canal within inches of thees experi-
enged during Hurrisass Betsy. In stark contyast to the devastating
fisoding and attendant human nisery preduced by Hurricane Betsy, there
was nsgligible fleeding during Rurvicena Camille, and mearly 5100 milliem
in flood damages wers preventsd in the Indwetrial Canal axrea slons.
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LMNED-MP Mareh 1977 Pbs/430
Mr. Edward B. Benjamin y =]

With the exception of the wetland acreage required to construct the
barrier levees, the plaintiffs have not emphasized concern ovar wetlands
to be covered by laveea. In the case of New Orleans East we contend that
the area was levead in 1956 by the Orleans Levee District and that the
hurricane project gimply upgrades this protection. The project provides
for gravity flow drainage structures through the South Point to GIWW leve
which can be operated to permit limited tidal interchange. We considers

_that some development is likely to occur in that area irrespective W ) ;:
of whetherl the project is built or not . wislveinmimummumpeseniumbne—— o
BARTON

Regarding the Chalmette area, navigable floodgates are provided in the jjpper
levee at Bayous Bienvenue and Dupre. These two floodgates, which are

closed only in the evant of an approaching hurricame, continue to” - FARRINGTON =

prowide . tidal interchange between the protected side marshes and LakeLMNED—M

Borgnqdﬁf‘ 8 experienced prior to project construction. Cdl}’
BECNEL

We appreciate your continued support of this worthwhile project and if LMNED—
we can be of Further assigtance, please do not hesitate to contact us,

Sincerely yours,

FREDERIC M. CHATRY
Chief, Engineering Division

CF:

Mr, F. Poché Waguespack, President
Chamber of Commerce of the
Greater New Orleans Area

P.0. Box 30240

New Orleans, LA 70190

Mr. Harry England
312 Cuddihy Drive
Metairie, LA 70005

Captain Joe Domino

5520 River Road
Marrero, LA 70072

LMNED-DD




EDWARD B. BENJAMIN
SUITE B25 WHITNEY BUILDING
NeEw ORLEANS 70130

February 11, 1977

Mr. Frederic M. Chatry
Chief Engineering Division
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
New Orleans District, Corps. of Engineers
Re: IMNED-MP
Dear Mr. Chatry:

I am very much obliged for your February 4th letter and
the maps and charts accompanying therewith.

You seem to have everything in mind.

The question is how we can get this in hand, and do so
before the middle 1980's?

This concerns me very much and also concerns Mr. Poche'
Waguespack, President of the Chamber of Commerce, I am sure,

Could you outline to me or Mr. Waguespack the steps you
think ought to be taken to expedite?

How long will it be before you have finished your design
for the locks and flood gates?

If you can outline to Mr. Waguespack or to me, it would
enable us to try to get in behind this project, forcefully.,

I am keeping one of the six charts sent showing the whole
hurricane plan and forwarding the other five to Mr. Waguespack.

I am also furnishing him a photostat of the small map,

Enclosure 1, that accompanied your letter.
§;;§z2:a,44/ééu<z obzt,é%jiyzzf4éﬁé>
\\

Sincerely

EBB:gb /

cc: Mr. Poche' Waguespack
Captain Joe Domino ’

Mr. Harry England




EDWARD B. BENJAMIN

SUITE 825 WHITNEY BUILDING

NEW ORLEANS 7TOI30

February 25th, 1977

Mr. Frederic M. Chatry

Chief, Engineering Division
Department of the Army

New Orleans District

Corps of Engineers

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160

Dear Mr. Chatry:

In connection with the opposition to the hurricane protection
project, may I ask the following:

1. wWwon't the water from the Gulf be kept out of the lake
only during hurricane season?

2. How many thousand yards of mud must you obtain still
for the levees in connection with the plan?

3. Just where is this mud coming from? What justification
is there for the stand taken by the Wetland people?

Pochd Waguespack has been extremely busy over the Carnival
season. I am endeavoring to obtain this information for
him and his associates.

I would appreciate hearing from you on the above and ask
that you send copies of your letter to all those shown below.

Kindest regards.

Sincerely,
cc: Colonel Early Rush /éisi
Mr. Poche Waguespack
Captain Joe Domino Dictated by Mr. Benjamin

Mr. Harry England and signed in his absence
to avoid delay.

EBB:bjb
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EDWARD B. BENJAMIN

SUITE 825 WHITNEY BUILDING

NEW ORLEANS TO130

March 25th, 1977

Mr. Frederic M. Chatry
Chief, Engineering Division
Department of the Army

New Orleans District

Corps of Engineers

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160

Dear Mr. Chatry:

Enclosed is a letter received a day or two ago from the
Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce, wherein
he gives his impression of the status of the hurricane
protection project, and encloses photostat of the
Chamber Director's minutes, showing endorsement of the
project.

Also enclosed is copy of my reply to Mr. pPurdy.

I had actually rgotten that my approach to the Chamber
on this project was as far back as the early part of '62,
Actually it was a few weeks before this when Mr. Willoz
and the Engineers gave a briefing to Rear Admiral Retired
Whittaker Riggs, the executive director then and Joe Simon,

his assistant. /? B}
(/_6_7{,7 B R /,/Lt:j 2 /«éf)

”Slncerely12:>,wwmmm

e
.A"//

EBB.bijb

Enclosures



CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE NEW ORLFANS AREA

Camp and Gravier Streets, P. G Box 30240;New Cricans, La 70490 Telephone 524-1134

tom Purily

Executive Ditveior

March 18, 1977

Mr. Edward B. Benjamin
President

Benjamin Minerals, Inc.
Whitney Building

New Orleans, LA 70130

Dear Mr. Benjamin:

In reply to your letter of February 17, asking for dates
on the Lake Pontchartrain Hurricane Project, we have located
the following data:

1. The briefing for the Chamber Board was held February 27,
1962. A copy of the minutes is enclosed.

2. Financing:

A study which might lead to a Hurricane Protection Project
was authorized by Congress January 15, 1955 in Public Law
71 of the 84th Congress. Authority to go ahead with con-
struction was given in 1965.

Between 1955 and 1965, a total of $5,360,000 was expended

on the feasibility study. Of this total $350,000 was auth-
orized in 1962; $360,000 in 1963; and $200,000 in 1964.
Since 1965, a total of $87 million has been appropriated )
for the construction phase of the project. It is estimated
that this will be sufficient to complete the project. '

I hope this provides the answers you need. If you need any
further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Tom Purdy

/db : Coe ‘ R

Enclosure
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FEBIUARY 227, 1062

#7

Mr. W, O. Turner moved that the projected Programs of Work

of the Trade Development Division for 1962 be approved, in
principle, by the Board. Seconded by MNr. Henry Walthcr, Jr.
end unanimously carried.

Copies of the. Work Programs are attached.

PROPOSAL TO CONV'RT OLD CIVIL COURTS BUILDING INTO OPFRA
LOUSE: The President advised that a report was at hand,
from the Central Area Commiltee opposing the use of the 01d
Civil Courts Building for an Opera House. He added that
eanother Committee of the Chamber, the Civic Affairs Committee,
also had had the subject under consideration and after hearing
the side of the proponents was disposed to recommend approval
of the project. How~ ver, the President continued, the Chair-
nan of that Committee, Mr., Richard B. lontgomesry, has indicated
that his group would 1like to meet with the Central Aree Com-
mittee to discuss the matter instead of having the sub ject
prescnted at this time with conflicting recommendations.

The President stated that if it was agreeable to the Chairman
of the Central Aree “ommittee, Mr. Lawrence A. Merrigan,

the subject would be dufurred until the next meeting of the
Board. . '

Mr, Merrigan stuted he was in complete accord with the idea,
commenting that his group would be glad to meet with Mr,
Mo.tgomery's Committce &t any time that would be mutually
agreecable. He observed it would be desirable to have unison
in recommendations, if possible.

Mr. Montgomcry did not feel that Committeces should come up with
different recommend:tions without first attempting to reconcile
vicws and get harmonious acticn,

Under the circumstances, the Board delayed consideratl n of
the subjoct and went on to the next item.

HURRICANE STUDY OF TLAKE PONTCHARTRAIN AND VICINITY: As the

Pir:.ctors had been informed in the notice of the meeting, the
President stzted, the Board would be briefed this morning with
respect to the hurricane study of Lake Pontchartrain and vicinity
being conducted by the U. S, Corps of Engineers.

In connection with the subject, the President mentioned that
members of the Board had received a lengthy letter from Mr,
I'dward B, Benjamin who is very much intecrested in the problem
fo that they kncw something of what it was a1l asbout.

Proceeding, the President stutoed that he would first call upon
Co’. Lkdw. B, Jennings, District Englneer, New Orleans DListrict,
U. S." Army Fngineers, and that the Board would hear later from
Mr. Gerald J, Gallinghouse, President of the Board of Levee
Commiss inner,, Orleans Levee District on the subject. '

As a mat'er of informetion, the President mentioned that among
our guests this morning were

Mr. Fdw. B. B njgpmin, Attorney
Mr. Chester A, Peyronnin, Jr. Hydraulic Fnglneer,

U. 5. Arny Engineer District, New Orleans

s e . A - o e e
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FEBRUARY 27, 1062

#8

Mr. W, B. Dodd, Executive Asst. U. S. Army Engineers
Mr, Armand Yilloz, Chiaf Engincer, Orleans Levee Board
Col., Wm, H, Lewis, Planning Coordinator, Dock Board
Mr. L. P, DeLaureal, N. O, Civil Defznse

Col, Provosty Dayries, " " "

After his introduction to the meeting, Col. Jennings sai! he
welcomed the opportunity to be hzare this morning in connection
with hurricane protecti n plan for the New Orleans area,
sometimes called Lake Pontchartrain protection plan. 'He
commented that statements have appesred 1n *he press concerning
‘the matter, some favorable and some unfavorable, and, therefore,
the opportunity to outline plan as it has been developed to
date was appreciated. He added that the final plan has not
been completcly worked out or forwarded to the Chief of En-
gineers for consideration, but was in the formative stage at
the present time. ’

-

"Continuing, Col. Jennings stated that the Engineers fecl that
a hurricane protection plan is a necessity for the New Orleans
area, In this connection he advised he would like to have a
representative of his staff give a gencral outline of the
study underti.ken, discuss it a 1little bit in detail, an.d then
‘heve a question and answer pziiod regarding the subject.

Col. Jennings then introduced members of his staff who were.
present, stoting they would be glad Lo assist in answering
questions relative to the matter. The group included -

Mr, Geo, H., Hudson, Chi:f, Fngineering Division
Mr, J. C, Bear, Chief of Plannlng and Reports

Mr. W, B, Dodd, EFExecutive Assistant

Mr. Chester A, Peyronnin, Jr., llydraulic anineer

With the stztement that Mr, Peyronnin wo. 1d make the presentea-
tion, Col, Jennings turned the meeting over to him.

In his opening remarks, Mr. Peyronnin stated that when talking
about the study, he felt it desirable to spend one or two
minutes giving some buckground information.

Mr. Peyronnin advised that the program started back in 1956
shortly aft:r Congress passed a law which stated, in effect,
that the Corps of Engineers were to study what could be done
to protect various areas from the devastating eftects of hur-
ricanes. He raported that the New Orleans District Engineers
are cancernced primarily with Coastal Loulsiana vhich covers
sev.oral deslpniated aureas, Mr, Peyronnin then described the
areas as tollows: ' :

Ares 1 - involves Metropolitan New Orleans and Lake
‘ Pontchar*rain and is the one under discussion
Area II - The Mis:cissippi River Delta at and below New
' Orleans
Area III- Grand Isle and vicinity ' : A
Area IV - Horpgan City and vicinity '

Area V -~ Lake Charles and vicinity
Area VI - Interlying Coastal Arecas of Louisiana

———— -
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Mr. Peyronnin used slides of maps of the Lake Pontchartrain
area and pictures in connecli:n with his presentstioun,
These gave his audience a visual grasp of his remarks with
ref:rence to hurriccne wind patterns and charzet:ristics,
hurricene :paths, potentiul c¢ffects of hurricancs, and
protective structurces under consideration,

Vith regard to possible methods of protectinn, Mr, Peyronnin
told the mecting that the Engineers have two plans unger con-
sideration. o

The first, Mr. Peyronnin continued, which is ref rred to as
the "high level plan", would materially increase the level
of the existing protective works along the Orleans and
Jefferson Parish lakefronts and would extend the protection,
as may be justified, westward along the St. Charles Parish
- lakefront to the Bonnet Curre Spillway east guide levec and
eastward along the Orleans Parish lakefront to the vicinity
of U, S, 11, Hr. Peyronnin voiced the opinion that the
property owners and residents along the lakefront would not
like the ideca of high levees, This plan, he strted, would
also include protection levees along the eastern portion of
Orlcans Parish, from Lake Pontchartrain at U. S. 11 to the
back protcction lavees paralleling the Mississippi River

in the vicinity of Violet,

As to the matter of protection being affordecd all around
the Lake, ilr, Peyronnin commented that at present all
~areas did not warrent the expenditure. He docclared the re-
quirements arc that a project must be economnically justi-
fied. '

With respect to the scocond plan, Mr., Peyronanin declared it

has a 1ittle more finesse. He explained it is referred to

as the "barvier plan" and provides for a gated barrier along
the eastern shore of Lake Pontchartrain, a structure in the
Injustrial Canal, and a levez along the St. Charles Parish
lakefront., Mr. Peyronnia menlioned Lhere gould be an in-
crease in the present prot ctive lakefront works in Jefflfer~
son and Orleans, but not mueh. Procecding, he advised that
th= plan would also include a system of levees and other
protective structures extending from the south lake shore

in the vicinity of U. S, 11 to the back protection levees

in the vicinity of Violet. The barrier, connacting the system
of bock levees and the escarpment.in St. Tamman ' Parish, will
include guatzd openings reguired for the normal interchanges of
tidal and fresh water flows and for navigatisan, lr., Peyroanin
stated further that the gnted control structures would be
designed to have a capaclity thit would not materially alt:r
the salinity of the water in the aea. He &€lso0 advised that
the pl:n incorporant~rd construction of a vighway biridge over
U, S. 90. ' ‘

Mr, Peyronnin went on to Jdiscuss this sccond plan in detzil,
including the benefits i'hich would acerue therefrom, not

only in the way of reduction in potential damages from hurri-
canes but in the development of areas now undeveloped because
of inadequate protection ugninst -“torm tides and backwater
flooding. After the meeting coples of a pap=r dprepared by
Mr. Peyronnin dealing with the Enginecrs study of the problem
were distributad to the Dir.ctors. A copy is attached.

. et —— a e — e — " ——
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With respect to the study, Mr. Peyronnin advised it is being

made in cooperation with the U, S. Fish and ‘11ldlife Service,
the U, S.,Weuther Bureau, the Dep.rtment of Health, Education
and Welfere and other Federal agencies as well as the Depuart-

ment of Public Yorks and the Depuartment of Wildlife and Fish—'

erlecs at the State level.

In discussing potential hurricanes and resultant damages,

Mr. Peyronnin painted a bleak picture for New Orleans should
1t experience under present conditions winds of the force

of Hurricane Carla which struck the Texas coastal area last
yeir with such disastrous results, It is e¢stimated, he
stated, that thes potential overtopping elevation in Lake
Pontchartrain was in the order of several feet above existing
protective works. He said he felt he ne»d not dwell on what
it would mean, for example, to have some two feet of water
ru:hing into the New Orlcans laksfront area. While he recog-
nized that sections behind the seawall reclcimed by the Levee
Board had a higher elevation than some other areas in the

City, and it was not expected that the water would remain

there &t the level of the inflow after the hurricane had
passed, he pointed out that the damage nevertheless would be
sev.re, particularly where resldences are constructed on slab
foundautions at natural ground levels, With regard to oth r
scctions where the ground 1s many fect below sea level, he
declared the situntion w7ould be even wmore catastrophic. And,
Mr. Peyronnin concluded, the serinusness of the situation

~ conld be compounded by heavy rainfall which usually accompan-

ies a hurricane,

Procecding, Mr. Peyronnin adviscd that method of solution was
still in the planning stnge at this time, with no definite

- recommendztions mcde and the matter of cost yet to be deter-

mined., He stated it is expected to have the report completed

this summer., With regard to subsequent procedure, M:, Peyronnin

advised that the report will come up for reviuw by the Chief
of Engineers, be pussed on by the Rivers and Harbors Board
and eventually be presentad to Congress which ¢ill decide
shether they want Lo authorize money for the project

In response to the guestion of Mr, Geo. S, Dinwiddie about
financing, Col. Jennings replied that the Federal Government
would assume 70 p.r cent of the cost, if approved, with 30

per cent to bhe borne by non-Federal sources,

Mr. Thomas A.'Prevost inquired vhen the report of the Engineers

would be released end if it would contain recommendations.

In reply Mr., Peyronnin stated the report probably wo:ld be
ready late in the summer and it would embody recommend.tions,
but added that at the moment he did not know what they be.
In this conncetion he mentioned they could recommend the
high level plan, the gated barrier plan or that nothing be

done,

After severul other qurstions had been asked and answered,
the President called upon Mr., Gallinghouse, President of the
Levee DBoard, to comment on the subject. .

Mr, Gallinghouse stnted he wished to emphaéize the serious-
ness of the situation confronting us with rcspect to the hur-

~ricane menace. He referred to the devastatlon cxperienced

. — A o 58 o @ o s e
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by oth:r communities in the Gulf area from hurricanes in the
past and the ever present threat to the New Orlcuns area,
Taking a rcecalistic view of the situation, he declered ve
should see to it that wvery possible precaution is taken to
protect lives und property in our area from hurricane flood
waters from Lake Pontchartrain,

Proceeding Mr. Gallinghouse stated that the Levee Board was
satisfied that the conclusions reached by the Corps of En-
gineers are valid; that they have made very comprchen$ive
studies of the problemn, e added his organization's own
studies verify the conclusions the Enginecrs have reached.

With respect to the hurricane daager, Mr, Gallinghouse ob-
served that if Carla had struck New Orlcans at its peak

it would not be necessary to convince the citizens here of
the urgent need for a hurricane flood protection system
“hecause extensive damage would have been sulfered.

Continuing, fr. Gallinghouse stated that the people of this
arez must be made aware of the serious potential of hurri:sne
floods from Lalke Pontchartrain. He stited the studies of the
Corps of Pngineers point up the urgent need of a protection
plan, -

Mr. Gallinghouse estimated that an adegquate protection project
would involve an expenditure of approximately $60 million,
with the Federual Government bearing 70 per cent of theo cost
and local and State interests assuming the other 30 per cent,
This wvo+ld menn, he stated, that it would be nacessary for us
doun hcre to provide about $18 million for the purpose.

Commenting further, Mr. Gallinghouse mentioned that the exist-
ing Levee Borrd system is operating in excelleni condition, but
the time has come when we must fioce up to realities based on
what hazs happened Lo other areas and tekre steps to prot:ct
o.rselves from devastating hurvicenes such ss Carla. IHa stated
" the soovncr w. getlt stertced on such a project, the betler 1t iu
going to be for all concerned,

Mr. Gallinghouse stated that in the consider:d judgnment of the
Levee Bozrd, a protective plan is the only insurance against
hurricane floods from Lake Pontchartrain. .. advised furthor
that the Board has concluded that Lhe gated structure barrier
plan woild be much better and more ecounomical than the so-called
~high level system.

In conrlusion, Mr, Gallinghouse daclarad that this matter rated
*hoe highest priority; that the safeguarding of large arecs of
the City wgrinst serions consequences from super-hurvicanes
like Corla wsas involved, He stauted the mewmber: of the Lev:e
Board would be glad to meet with any groupn oo citizens to
disgcuss the seriousnsss of the situation and the necd for the
best protective system we can employ to protsct the community,

" President Simon thanked Col. Jennings, Mr. Peyronnin and Mr,
Gallinghous: for thcir prescnt tions, He st .t¢d thc Chamber
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undoubtedly would study the report and recommehdations'of the
Corps of Enginesers when released and take a position in the
matter at the proper time.

ADJOURNED:
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HURRICANE PROTECTION

March 24th, 1977

Mr. Tom Purdy ,
Execvtive Director

" CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE GREATER

NEW ORLEANS AREA . !
rost Office Box 30240
New Orleans, Louisiana 70190

Dear Tom:

Thank you much for your March 18th letter and for digging up-
the minutes of the Chamber Board meeting held»February 27, 1962,

Unfortunately the cost of the hurricane protection project is
now estimated at nearly $400 million, mainly due to the erosion
of the dollar, but partially due to an extension of the area
protected,

Notwithstanding, this protectidn matter seems to me just as
important as ever, moreso now that we have Camille as an
example of what a 25° surge can do.

I am sending you under separate cover copy of chqrt'lloos,
which shows how small an area the Mississippi River Delta,
Lake RBorgne, Lake Pontchartrain and the City consists of,
as conpared with the upper part of the gul. .,

The chart isg in fathoﬁs.

Bear in wind that the land you see along the Mississippi
River Delta is only about 1 foot high. A 50 foot tidal
wave, such as occurred in Narragansett Ray twice would
cover most of the area of the River Delta, and pile up 80
much water in T.akes Borgne and Pontchartrain s0 as to
1nundate the City.



-

Mr. Tom Purdy March 24th, 1977

0f course water would top the levees of the River because
of the fact that the River Couldn‘t flow out, and generally
there would be hell to pay.

But at least we can protect ¥Wew Orleans if we do put in
floodgates at the Rigole%ta, the Chef and the mouth of the
Industrial Canal at the Lake,

Tncidentally, believe it or not, with 25 or 30 knot winds
combining with incoming tides from the Gulf outlet, current
has been clocked at 15 knots at the Seabrook Bridge Just
inside the mouth of the Industrial Canal.

When Colonel T.ewis told me this, I arqued with him, because
up in the pPacific northwest where I cruise, there are 12 knots
of current in the narrow channels between the islands on the
way up to Alaska, and this is thought to be an astounding.
amount of current, Roats have to stand by and wailt for

glack tide before they negotiate these paasages., I couldn’'t
see how in blazes any boats could come into the Industrial

" Canal with this amount of current.

But there you are,

Such water coring into the T.ake during a hurricane would be
incalculable,

I will be awfully glad to hear Colonel Early Rush bring us
up to date on the whole project at the next Menbers' Council
meeting in april., -

" Thank you again for taking the trouble to resurrect the minutes,

Every good wish,

Sincerely,

EBB.bjb .



EDWARD B. BENJAMIN

SUITE 825 WHITNEY BUILDING

NEW ORLEANS 70O130

March 22nd, 1977

Senator Russell B. Long

Senator J. Bennett Johnston
Congresswoman Lindy Boggs
Congressman David C. Treen
Congressman Gillis W. Long
Ccongressman Joe D. Waggoner, Jr.
Congressman John B. Breaux
Congressman Jerry Huckaby
Congressman Richard A. Tonry
Congressman W. Henson Moore

Dear Senators and Congressmen:

Re: Hurricane Protection Plan

It has just come to my attention that the hurricane protection
plan for New Orleans and the vicinity, worked on for years by
the U.S. Engineers, is coming up for review with the other
water projects that are being examined at this time.

Because of having to avoid summer heat and summer refrigeration,
I ranged the coastal and intracoastal waters between here and
Maine over a long period of years, became thoroughly familiar
with hurricane effects, and I can tell you that unless New
Orleans and Jefferson Parish get the hurricane protection
involved, the effect may actually be catastrophic.

The volume of water pouring in through the Rigolets, the Chef
and the Industrial Canal under ordinary circumstances, is
almost unbelievable at times. Another 200-mile hurricane like
Camille, striking just fifty miles to the west, would have
half of St. Tammany Parish underwater and when this water was
blown down on New Orleans as the eye of the storm moved north
or northwestward, the build-up of water through the drainage
canals, over the lake levees, through the opening into the
former St. John Bayou from the Lake, et cetera, would have

a good part of this city and of Jefferson Parish underwater.



Bear in mind that we have scores of thousands of cottages
with gabled roofs. People could not get up on these
gabled roofs and stay astride the peaks in high winds.

We actually might have as many as 100,000 or 200,000
people drown in the area.

Please-ao everything possible to see that this hurricane
protection program for our area is funded.

Sincerelg,

© m—— iy

3 —— e Y

wasin

cc: U.S: Attorney Gerald Gallinghouse

Mr. Poche Waguespack, Jr., president, N.0. Chamber of Commerce
Mr. Frederic M. Chatry, u. S. Corps of Engineers

EBB:bjb







“Hnited Siates @e@urtmmt of Justicz

UN ITED S';'ATES A’ITORNEY
. EASTERN' ms-;-mc'r OF LOUISIANA
NEW ORLEANS, LotnsmxA 70130

' Harch%“w 1977

rd B., Ben:auin. Esquire

(soms)

Lmr Wﬂtlm . ‘IMQ

R4 ‘én _nr g ent i e fn of this pro:lect.
may be aware, this fo ce is presently involved in
v Iimgqt ~over the @wixomental effects of: the‘ ‘

""" @x ress my appreeia i,”“

I T may,be of assistance to ybm please do ;
hesitate o cgnuj ma}at 589-3545. :

RQBERT L. BOESE’”




“\)

‘Mr.. Malcolm T. Stein, sr.

| }gi:,;'ega\se Rlchardson .  Mr. M. We
Hr' Shahnon Dav1s o Mr- Rdbert;? e fa’uw

'post foz.ce Box. ezs |

Thls comes fro"'
“water since bo \
'tharoughly. but has ‘had to contend. W1th hﬂrricanefforc_‘ ,11
‘the way from here to Malne.‘“ " T

'regardlng the effect of the hurrlcan P

‘cenal enters Lake Pontchartraln. would not keep an'

| EDWARD B. BENJAMIN

SUITE 828 WHITNEY mm.nme -
NEW ORLEANS zmao o
March 3rd 1977 |

Mr. Earl D. Broom, President

. 8t. Tmnmany'- Parish Police Jury

Mr.sidney Crawford

r. ¢laude Polk. - 'Mx.;Robert,

CGV1ngton, Louisiana 70433
Dear Mr. Broom and Fellow Members of St. Tammany Pellee’qury.

gg;ricane Protect*on

"'aeyaar—old sea dog, th has beepren:‘ :
and who not only knows Lake Pontchar ain

SOmehow or other, a mlstake has taken holdVin yeur m;ndst

out of .the Lake ‘except when these flooa,g“tea warefahu .
That would occur only when a- hurrlcane wag. appraachmng and
dur1ng the hurrlcane. ; _ : o

The net effect weuld be to prevent the lake from belng flooded
with a monstrous ‘amount  of water that warld overflow a- geed
port:.on of your Parlsh, and then ‘blow back down' on New Ox]a ans.

-
g




n
[\&]
i

_Such a tremﬁndous 1n—flow mxght disturb the ‘ecology. Thé'f
_ prevent1on of this 1n-flow certainly would not distnrb
- the. ecoloqy.- ' »

h'_On‘r’turning here’ from an absence of sevetal,mnnths thls
' fall. I was astounded not to aee any work begun on the

of the Industrial Canal -1 know-what enormoua;amounts' :,
;of water can come in thraugh these estuaries.

| ;uthe.H1551581ppi.ﬁ5[ ’ ;
’-qof water. Thls Chart is in faﬁhoma;”- o

Mr Poche Waguespack B _.f? ‘ R A e

_ ',-Captaln JQe Domino i . C o / . LR :

" Mr. Frederic M. Chatry IR A
<j;Mr Harry England SR

o e T

EBB:bib




o Dear Mr. chatr}: ;;:a'}_ v

. r. Prederic M. chatry

post otfiee' soae' ’efmv |

e ,,‘EDWARD B. BENJAMIN
| SUIE 888 WHITNEY nun.nmo ’_ .
 NEW ORLEANS 70130 -
, m:uary 25th, 19_72_

Tl

Chief, Engi.nea' ivisién R

New orleans, Louiai.am 70160

In omnectim with the opposition to thn' huxricnne protecti& = _, SR
;project, may ‘£ ask the follouinga SN S _

© 1. wWon't the watax £rom the Gulf be kept out of t:he lake

. season. I am ,
‘ him and his aasociutes. g

S only. du:i.ng hm:z'icam season?

2.  How many thoumd yards of nnd muat you ﬁhtain st.il].
for the 1ama in comction w:lth tha plan? ;

3, Just mm is ‘this mnd coming f:om? what Justiﬁcatm_p '

i.s there far t’he stand taken by tha w&tland people? :

Poehd Waguespaek has been extxemly buay ovnr the Camival Lol
ndeavoring to: o‘htain this infomtian fo: B

I mld apprecinte hearing fran yon on the above anG ask

that you senﬂ evagi.cl of your utter to au thcna m helo\v; Ly

cce colml Early Rush
- Mr, POM waguespack
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VPrOtQCtlon Project_ ﬂ*,fiy;“r

‘I:uo or three hms.

- mwnmrnun.nm PR
an onwms zo130 R

16, 1977

Chief, Engmeering &;,\don R
Department of the m

~ New Orleans Distriet

Corps of Engineexs

Post Office Box: mzsr “

m Orleans. Iﬁm"-m; : 70150 :

'Dear Mr. Chatry

> # vant to. tell you m:;m expe::,ences 71 have had on t.he

- the mxzzieane

Back in 1920 or 1921 I ‘set out one day from Wost m on w
50-ft. express cmim for Tangipahc ' "o o

' !onchartrain.

.Incidentally thi.s emim was a mve:teﬁ navy wbrld War I
' 'mplus m;pection ] {.,l~t m the Graat I.akes wit:h a 200 h.p. o

e o




the huzzim of 1938 there was lo—ft.. ef. wam in the .
1@&& of the Biltmore. EQtel in Providence, Rhode Island, ahont
45 miles inland from Point Jude Light at the . mtrme to »

mragansf\tt Bay. as *»a‘ -boat would navigate. _

- The lobby 1tself was ﬁve or six feet abom the st:eet—- I
msnred it. ,‘Hmt ia a;t a hnrricane can a0 to a city.

.ong about 1952, I was m::ed or anchamd
Marion, Mass., off Buzzard's Bay. A
ing Wilmxngtan. Narth Carolina. ‘Beli ,;'
Hl:o 50 or. 60 miles an hour sevant I

On a later occas:.an :
- at Marion Yacht Clu
hurricane was approa
it or not, winds got up
"miles my in Marion Hi

o me rise in water ahead Of a hurrzcane ca.n he tﬁi‘rxflc. ‘[
I don' t th:.nk there ahould be the slightest delay in going
ticane Protection Plan here, and I am hﬁping
e spat 111 be in touch with you about this now
“and yvu in tarn wiﬂm;‘;,» - men will go ahead and finish all -
the necessary desi

P]:aase come hack at- m on any part of th:.s latter t‘hat 15 not
clear. SR . _

e I could quete you other instances of hurricane incidence, : :

" but these t:hree mticaed above ought to do.




Eomnb B Bzvumm '
sm 325 Wrwrn:v Bmumm ‘
New Om.uus 7m30 -

b it At o A L e - L

hbmry 11, 1977

SR , ~ New Orlam m‘erict, cms. ot Engineets

lnearnr. chs:ry |

e "1 am. very meh obli.ged fo: you Eebm:y kt'n let:ter and : 58
the mps md ciurts scc Ay therwith. SN BT

You ucm to hava everything inns,ud

'l:he qunstion 18 how ‘we can get thi.s 1n hand a’iid:gﬁ!bk"sox; o o
'_before ﬂu niddle 1980'3'! R T

- -nm cmama me very uuch and al.so concerns. ur. rr_oche N
' nguecpack, Mdcnt of t.he chuber o£ cmrce. 1 am surc.

Could ym: outline to me or Mr. Wagy k the steys you L
-thinkoughttobecahntomedite?r“

‘How lans ‘d.l.l i.t: be . befo:e you | hm ﬁniﬁad your ﬁeai.gn
. _for the Iacks and flood gstea? TS

S If. ‘you cm outline to nr. mguemck or to me, it mld
_ euable us to try to set: in b&iad this m}ect, forcefully.

B & mkupins one of the six charts sent. ahawlns t:he uhole N
o hut:icme plan and fomrdins the othcr fi.ve to. Mr. Wague e

o I am also fuzaishi.ng him 8 pho:osu: o£ t:hg mn map, o L
_lncloaure 1, ﬂ\at &ccmpatﬂ.qjd e




IN REPLY REFER TO
IMRED-MP - 4 February 1977

Mr., Edward B. Benjamin

Suite 825, Whitney Building
Yew Orleans, louisfans 70130

Dear Mr. Benjamin:

Raference is made to our telsphone comversation of 12 Jamsary 1977
conceraing the lake Pomtchartrain, Louisiana, and Viecinity, hurricane
protection project.

We discussad an allegation that has been made by certain intarests that
the barrier structures to be constructed in the Chaf Menteur Pass and
The Rigolets will be "flanked” through the Pearl River bottoms. The
foregoing allegation sesms based largely onr the assumption that with
the passes closed, the watsr will build up in Lake Borgne to a higher
level than it would without the barriers in place.

Besides ths barrisr structures to be located in The Rigolets and Chef
Menteur Pass the axisting Higlmmy 90 embankment will be incorporated
into the barrier plan. Parts of this higlwmy that will be used in the
barrier are locsted on inclosure 1. Low segnents of the roadway along
HBiglwmy 90 will be raised by coustructing levees wvhich will provide a -
continmous barrier alomg Higlwey 90 for some 18 miles between its
junction with Highwsy 11 on the west and \sbet Pesrl River on the east.
The total length of the Chef Memteur and The Rigolets control structures
is about 2 miles as opposed to the 18 niles of hig and levee embank-
nont in the same ra The haight of Higlway 90 gpd Chef Menteur
levess forming the bsrrier will be 5 feet lower than the height of the
structures. (Refer to the iuclosure.) As a separate feature of the
overall project, a short segment of protection lewee which will tie into
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Pearl River to the aast of Slidell.




Messrs. Dicharry-Soileau/gze/430

LMNED-MP 4 Pebruary 1977
Mr. RBdward B. Benjamin

Poaum:uhjututhm‘ tars do vow under present conditions.
m:miuﬂuhmoﬂy ‘effects on Lake Pontchartrain but

mnmujm:mmmuuuwuuumy
mghdymcwwmwmtmcfmmrmmlmdnhga
hurricans,

In further response to your inquiries regarding design wind velocities
for the Lake Pomtebartrain project, in particulsr your letter dated
14 January 1977, the maximon swstained wind velecity for vhich wve
design our structures is 150 miles per hour (mph). It is importamt to
understand that designiag for 150 mph sustained wind offers sufficieant
protection against short duration wind gusts in excess of 150 mph.

rh.ahurtdmumwhdfmudowthanumoamtmw
structures as tha sustained vind forces. Furthermere, let ms say that
our structures are principally hydraulic in mature and, with few excep-
tions, the forces spplied to cur structures by waves and water are
genarally the critical factor in our design.

Inclosed for your future use in supporting our projsct are six copies
of & large project mep (incloswre 2).

mm‘fuuthm-—yMonmm“ p & 8 4
can be of further assistance in this or any other mstter, plesss do not
hesitats to contact me.

Sincarely yours,

2 Incl FREDERIC M. CHATRY |
As atated Chief, Enginearing Division




EDWARD B. BENJAMIN

SUITE 823 WHITNEY BUILDING

NEW ORLEANS 70130

January 14, 1977

Mr. Frederic M. Chatry

Chief, Engineering Division
Department of the Army

New Orleans District

Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160

Dear Mr. Chatry:
Your January l1l2th letter is noted.

Aren't you planning to design for more than 150

mile-per-hour winds at the Rigolets and the Chef?

Regards.

Sificerely; “%\t)

EBB: jg "



'ﬁ;," . - Mr. Guizerix/ga/4454mk’ “{?&g

.">IN REPLY REFER TO . -, . .
- LMNED-DD *~ o o - ; 27 January 1977

P

Mr. F. Poche Waquespack, President

Chamber of Comerce of the New Orleans Area
301 Camp Straeet . Tl e e
New Orleans, LA 70130 © =~ =~ 7

Deaxr Mr. Wagquespack:

) It was a pleasure meeting with you after the 20 January 1977 luncheon.
.7 - We appreciate having had the opportunity to discuss the Lake Pontchartrain,
» Louisiana and Vicinity hurricane protection project. It is always a
PR pleagure to witness sincere interest in the project by responsible
members of the community since the ultimate completion of the project
depends on local community and government support.

Inclosed for your information are two copies of the project map; one of
which has been marked to indicate the approximate construction status as ..
of this date. We would be glad to furnish further information on the

' project if you so desire.. .’ _

7

" Sinceraly yours, JOHNSON
LMNED-DD

/
/zi
L
1 Incl (dupe) FREDERIC M. CHATRY
As stataed Chief, Engineering Division

Copy furnished: without inclosure

Mr. Edward B. Benjamin
Suite 825 Whitney Building
New Orleans, LA 70130
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EDWARD B. BENJAMIN

SUITE 825 WHITNEY BUILDING
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70130

January 26, 1977

Councilman Joseph V. DiRosa .
Councilman Joseph I. Giarrussq
Councilman Frank Friedler
Councilman A, L. Davis
Councilman !ike Early
Councilman Brod Bagert
Councilman Philip C. Ciaccio

Dear Councilmen: o
IN RE: HURRICANE PXOPLCTION N

This has given
effects.

. 1.4 lan being put into effect by the
U. S. Engineers, aiN bgfdun about ten years ago, has bogged
down, through a lack™8T interest primarily on the part of
the wvarious agencles in this section. When the engineers
called a meeting two years ago, only one clty councilman
attended

If you don't have flood barriers and locks at the Rigolets,
flood barriers that can be used at the Rigolets temporarily,
at Chef ienteur and at Seabrook (the lake end of the
Industrial Canal), you can have water up to ten or fifteen
feet in half of this city, if a terrific hurricane hits

the area between the Rigolets and the city limits.
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EDWARD B. BENJAMIN
SUITE 825 WHITNEY BUILBING
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70130

Aside from the rise that may take place in the lake simply
as a result of the oncoming hurricane and winds, when the
eye of the hurricane changes, and the winds come down from
the northeast, they will blow back onto the city and into
our drainage canals all the water that has been spilled on
the northeast, north and northwest side of the lake.

The result would be horrible.

.I earnestly suggest that you get behind this S. Engineers
Hurricane Protection Project now as a major

yourselves and include the Mayor if possible.

To my astonishment, the Engineers have ished design-

P.S. 1In the 1938 hurrig
the lobby of thg

If. ﬁrederlch\Cnatry ~
U. S, Corps of Engineers
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j.t§~wh1tney Bulldlng
New Orleans, La. 70130

Janusry 12, 1977

Mx. Poche Wagueszpack

Preeident

ChaMber of Comxerce of the Grrater
- New Orlean: nrca

. 81?2 Perdida atrcet ‘

New Orleans, Louvisiana 70112

Dear poche: .

- Over a period of sixty-five years my yachts, and my father's
“befoére ce hrve ranged.the coastal snd intracoastal waters
betwesn here an? Maine, which has glver re an under:taniing
of wlnd, tide and hurricane effoctr that few people have.

T

When I first got onto the fact accidental]y, that the Levce
.Board was party to a hurricans pr'tectlon plan the Frgineexs

. weré getting up and familimarized rysnclf with this, I waiked ' ,4
up from the Levee Board office to the Chambcx and asked ay S
old frien?, Bill Riggs, what he was going to do about the _ ' L »

plan. Bill r-ai.:!. “I've nover heard of” Lt"'

I then brought the lLevee Board and the-Engineers:to the Chsxber -

for two reetinge, first with Bill, Joe Simon and one or two of
the other officers, and then with the Board as & whole, and I

 wrote letter~ to the Board beforehand and :ent each individual o .

E x a series of chargs 0f areas hetween here and Maine wherxe - =
hy Boats had had to ride out hurricancs or seek rofuneq fxom
hurricanesn,

. - . . :
This got things undexviay and@ an aprrxopriation was obtained
JSfrom the ~“oncree: for some ¢-=1/2 million necessary to corplete =
the engincerin; stidlies as I recall it, = : , .
, :
ad
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A8 you. know, I am sway from here six ronth~ of the year. I was
under the 1mpreqqlon thet this hurricane protecticn plan wa«

going right ahrsd. To my astonishment I find that the construction
of the flood cates and lock at the Rigolets, the Chef, and the

Indvstrial Canal have all bcen held vp nn accouvnt of gome notions

about ecoloqy. )
N

I want to a3y that thesac notions are absolute. nonsiensge., The
water in lLake Pentchartrain will nst be changed. For perhas

a perlod of only forty-cight hours these flood gates and locks
wiil be closed, to keep vater out of:the ILoke and offthe north
chore »f the 1la*e, that could come back down on New Orleans and
flco? it to the widdle of town to a depth you wouldn't believs
possible, vnle- s you understand that the city i savcer-shaped,

‘With cur city concisting rostly of shotgun cottaqcs. with ridged.

roofs, there wouldn't be ‘any place that pceople could get out of
the water excent<xiﬁm*roofs and thew covldn't 3sit on the cables,

Thi= wqole matter muszt he uaken in nanﬁ ‘mnediatcly and cotten
righted,

Now reventy~-ninz, I dsn't want to takec it on my elf to head up

. such an ~ffort, as~ I 4id with packing for the 2ulditoriuvs and

the Thsatre - thi- just takes too much out of me, aside irom

the experse inolved. BPBut cértsinly the Chamber night bée agroasly

necligent 1f it didn't have this hurricane protcction plan completed.

I «~¢nt Wednesday rorning at the Englneers with Mr. Chatry and
hir assistant= to check ovcr every acspcet of the project.
wanted to br abroliutely sure there wouldn't be daiming-vp of

water in the Chalmettec area, the Industrial Canal, et cetcra.

The rneineers hzve cot thi - a1l worked out to a T - you can go
ahea? with sbsolute assirance, and you mu:t d>' this, if voL vont
to insvre against catartrophe at somc timc in the Tutur- of this
city.

Hurricanc occurrence i- a mystery. Durricanss can cone at
intervals of fifty years, or they can come back to back.

e T,
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1f the barriers are not built at the Rigolet:;, tie Chef and
the Industrial Canal, a “ic hurricane right on course for us

might put 13' or-20' of water additionally into Lake Pontchartrain,
This would core back into the city not only over the levees
at the lakefront, but throuch the drainage canule,

r

Tn India, a2t the nouth ~f the Canges or the sther big river
to the southeast, hurricane tidal waves drowned 300,000 in
this century and another 300,000 about 1£75,

‘Best regards,

Tincerxrely,

Edward B. Benjamin

cc: Mr, H=rry Fncland
Captain Joe Domino
Mr. Tom purdy

EBB/bib | | ‘
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" to my office on 5 January 1977.° Citizen involvement and undcrstnnding :
. -wm »ost ipportant to the project's acgeptance by the mity an@ Py o

S

'*ﬂ!l!ll!!f

3 Suite 825 Whitney Building -

Loamy . u»..n,

12 Januaxy 1977 g

Mr. Edward B. Benjamin

Jnu D:;Lans dauhlana 70130

D«rhr Bonjamin

!‘hank you for the intereat you expmsed in the Lake Pontahartrain,
louisiana and Vicinity hurricane protection project during your visit .

“continued support by local authorttin.

In response to your inquiry conterniny wind loadings applied to U. S.
Army Corps of Fuylneers' structures in the Now Orleans area, we design
for 150 mile-per-hour winds for structures on the open water, such as
the lock and control structure at Seabrook, and 120 mile-per-hour winds

fox inland structures. Since our structures are designed with a factor'
" . of safety, low probab:luty, short durition winds excoeding the desion

winds 4o not threaten the safety of our structures, but nerely reduce
the factor of safety in design.

It should be noted that our structures saldom exceed 30 feet in heicht
and, thus, are not subjected to the higher wvelocities usually experienced
with greater height. Our work in the New Orleans District does not
include the design of high rise buildings; therefore, we cannot draw ‘
from our own expariences regarding wind loadings on high rise buildings. -
We can point out, however, that the Hew Orleans Bulilding Code requires
that buildings be designed for minimun wind loads which increass with
h.ight. .

1f we can be of further assistance, rlaase let me know.
o . Sincerely yours, - JOHNSON

" pREDERIC W cunrmy
" Chief, Engineerxing Divition




.EDWARDISBE»JAMHVyK
. SUITE 825 WIHITNEY DUIINDIN(. ‘
NEM?ORLEANSZONMJ | e

' December 29. 1976

- Mr. Frederick M. Chatry
Chief of Engineering Division
Past Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160

Dear Mr. Chatry:

My yachts have ranged the coastal and intracoastal waters
of this country from here to Maine over a long period of
years, which has given me insight into the effects of
wind, tide and hurricanes that few people have. - A k.;
- By accident, I was the fellow who carried the news of
the hurricane protection plan from the Levee Board to
the Chamber of Commerce and got the Chamber of Commerce’~

active in this some years ago.

S

Because of the spread of my interests, I am here only
six months of the year. I learn to my consternation

that the hurricane'protectioh program has been held up o
and has bogged down as result of interference of _various : i

kinds. , ' i

S Y

There are some things about this program that I would
like to understand a little more clearly, before going
to bat for it a second time. My home is on Walnut Street
just about six blocks from your headquarters, May I come
and see you for a half an hour some day? o o

T

({ N

Sincerely, 3 /”#,,/4;7 ;

. e
- -

Please notify me here to the office, telephone 522-8683.

EBBAD






