FACT SHEET

PROPOSED AIR TOXICSRULE FOR METAL COIL COATING

TODAY'SACTION

The EPA isissuing a proposed air toxics rule for metal coll coating. Air toxics, aso called
hazardous air pollutants, are known, or suspected to, cause cancer and other serious hedlth
problems.

Meta coil coating is the process of applying a coating (usualy protective or decorétive) to one or
both sides of a continuous gtrip of sheet metd. Industries using coated meta include:
transportation, building products, appliances, can manufacturing, and packaging. Other products
using coated metal include coated tape rules, ventilation systems for wals and roofs, lighting
fixtures, office filing cabinets, cookware, and sgn stock.

Metd coil coating has been identified as a mgor source of air toxic emissons, including methyl
ethyl ketone, glycol ethers, xylenes (isomers and mixtures), toluene, and isophorone. These air
toxics are emitted mostly during the coating gpplication and curing operations. Hedlth effects
associated with these air toxics include eye, nose, throat, and skin irritation, and blood cell, heart,
liver, and kidney damage.

The EPA will provide a period of 60 days for the public to provide comments on the proposed
rule following publication in the Federal Register. The Agency expectsto findize the rule within 1

year after proposa.

COSTSBENEFITS

Today’ s proposd is expected to reduce air toxics emissions from 2,484 tons per year to 1,118
tons per year, a 55-percent reduction over current levels.

The proposa aso is expected to reduce volatile organic compound (VOC) emissions, aso by
about 55 percent.

Thetota nation-wide capitd cost is estimated to be $11.6 million. The totd nationwide annud
cost is estimated to be approximately $6 million.

The annua cost of complying with the proposed rule are expected to be less than 1 percent of the
value of coating services, producers are not expected to cease or dter their current coating
operations as aresult of this proposed rule.



WHAT THE PROPOSED RUL E REQUIRES

Today’s proposd would require that al “mgor” ar toxics sourcesin the meta coil coating
industry meet specific emisson limits. A “mgor” source emits more than 10 tons per year of a
sngle pollutant, or more than 25 tons of a combination of pollutants. The emissons limitswould
apply to the coating application and curing operations within each affected source.

The emissons limits proposed today give industry a choicein how they reduce their air toxics.
Industry may:

(1) Upgrade or instdl new capture-and-control systems to reduce air toxics emissons by 98
percent; or

(2) Limit emissonsto 0.24 pounds of air toxics per gallon of solids applied, on average,
each month. Industry can comply with this limit either by usng only materids that contain
less than 0.24 pounds of toxics per gallon of solids, or by using acombination of add-on
emisson controls and coating formulation.

Both new and existing mgor sources are required to meet one of these limits.

Facilities dso must meet certain recordkeeping and reporting requirements, including semiannua
compliance reports.

BACKGROUND

The Clean Air Act requires EPA to regulate emissons of 188 listed toxic air pollutants.

For categories of “mgjor” sources (those that emit 10 tons'year or more of alisted pollutant or
25 tonslyear or more of a combination of pollutants), EPA must develop standards that require
the gpplication of stringent air pollution reduction measures known as the “ maximum achievable
control technology.”

The EPA’s published ligt of industry groups to be regulated includes metd coil coating.
Approximately 90 meta coil coating facilities have been identified, dl of which are mgor sources
because of their potentia to emit mgor source levels of air toxics.

The emisson limitsin the proposed rule were developed with input from industry groups and
several States.



FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO COMMENT

To download the proposed rule from EPA’ s page on the World Wide Web, go to “ Recent
Actions’ a thefollowing address. http://www.epa.gov/ttn/oar pg.

The natice and background information document are o available through EPA’s Air and
Radiation Docket and Information Center (Docket Number A-97-47) by caling (202
260-7548 or FAX (202) 260-4000 (areasonable fee may be charged for copying).

For generd questions, contact Rhea Jones of the EPA’s Office of Air Qudity Planning and
Standards at (919) 541-2940 (or by eectronic mail at: jones.rhea@epa.gov).

Written comment on the proposed rule should be submitted (in duplicate if possible) to: Air and
Radiation Docket and Information Center (6102), Attention Docket Number A-97-47, U.S.
Environmenta Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC  20460.
The EPA requests that a separate copy also be sent to Ms. Rhea Jones, Coatings and Consumer
Products Group, Emisson Standards Divison (MD-13), U.S. EPA Mailroom, Research Triangle
Park, North Carolina 27711; facsmile number (919) 541-5689); eectronic mall
address “jones.rhea@epa.gov.

If you are submitting proprietary information, you must clearly distinguish it from other comments
and clearly labd it confidential. To ensure that proprietary information is not inadvertently placed

in the public docket, send such information directly to Rhea Jones, ¢/o Document Control Officer
(Room 740B), U.S. EPA, 411 W. Chapd Hill Street, Durham, NC 27701.



