CEAPTER V

LATTER-DAY EXPLCRERS AND THE FATIVES
| l. The Explorers
After crossing the lower zverglades in 1897 Hugh
Willoughby commented:

It may seem strange, in our day of Arctic and
Afriean exploration, for the general public to
learn that in our very midst, as it were, in
one of our Atlantiec Coast States, we have a tract
of land one hundred and thirty miles long and
seventy miles wide that is as much unknown to the
white man as the heart of sfrica. 1

These words ably describe the veil of obscurity which cover-
ed the interior of Florida below the twenty-seventh parallel
from the state's discovery by Ponce de Leon in the early
part of the siﬁteenth century through most of the nineteenth
century. It seems almost ineredulous that Lake Okeeeﬁobee
{the second largest fresh water lake wholly within the
United States) and the Zverglades should be the objects of
exploring expeditions in the years from 1885 to 1900. The
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¢ Wars, the Buckingham

¢ two Semin
Smith reports published in 1848, and the exploits or‘the
Disston enterprises all failed in large measure to diépei
the mythical fancies popularly ascribed to the region.
Little acourate information could be disseminated about

this terra incognita until articulate travelers proddced
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1 Hugh L., Willoughby, icross the Everglades, 13,
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some accounts,
Angelo Hellprin was the first of taree South Florida L
explorers to preserve a record of explorations' in thé 1880-
1890's, I-I'eilprin's approach was thé.t of the scientist and L

nature lover. James E, Ingraham, a husinessmé.n and the

president of a railroad, was fhe second explorer, Hugh
Willoughby, a winter visitor in Florid.a pursuing a quest i
to satisfy his own curiosity, was the third explorer,

In 1886 Heil;;rin led a party of five.persons down the } |
west coast of Florida to the Caloosahatehee River, where S
the course was turned eastward into what he termed "the ’
Okeechobee wild.erness."z The dstensible purpose of this i
excursion wé.s to make researches of a zoological giature in
the Okeechobee regi'on. Heilpi'in's schooner easily passed i
from the headwaters of the Caiooé.ahatehee at Ft, Thompson
into the canals conneecting ﬁme river with Lakes Flirt,

Hicpochee, and Okeechobse,

The voyage up the Caloos'aha.tchee was made in leisurely
fashion, with numerous landings to examine the flora and
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fauna along the river ba.ni:s. For four d.ay's the pérty fol-
lowed the tortuous stream from the Gulf oi‘ Mexico to the
headuaters. an airline dis’canee of fifty miles,

but measured along the sinuosities of the
channel, which are especially well-marked in
the upper course, and more partioularly in the

1

2 Angelo Heilprin, Okeechobee Wilderness, 1. L
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reach of the last few miles below the rapids,
the distance is very nearly twice as great., 3

The clearings at Thorpe's landing attracted the attention
of the scientist. He commented on the large tracts devel-
oped for the cultivation and production of bineapples,
bananas, and sugar cane and the considerable industry de-
rived from the growth of the cane, which yielded a sugar
of fine quality,

Within ten miles of Ft. Thompson, Heilprin located

e o o without éuestion the most remarkable

fossiliferous deposit that has as yet been

discovered in the state, and from a purely

paleontological standpoint, perhaps the most

significant in the entire United States east

of the Kississippi River, 4 .

The river banks, for sore miles, resembled a fossil shell-
beach composed of countless numbers of at least ninety-six
varieties of shells of large size and in a beautiful state
of preservation.

From Ft. Thompson the group entered the first of the
drainage company's canals, where Heilprin observed the
c6anal banks and spoil demps. His examinatian led him to
form the opinion that fresh water limestone formed the bed-
rock underlying the Okeechobee-EZverglades waters and soil,
He believed that_the whole area of ponds and swamps marked

the site of a vast shallow lake whose origin could be

3 Angelo Hellprin, Okeschobee filderness, iv.
4 Ibid., 28,
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traced to the period when the land emerged from the sea,
and that the union of waters had been scattered by the
growth of vegetable 1life in combination with dessication.5
In the passage through the canals the party found a virtual
paradise for birds_indluding red-winged starlings, crow- '
blackbirds, herons, egrets, ibises, limpkins, and roseate
spoon-bills, The animal life along the canals consisted of
countless alligators, turtles, black bass, and gar fish,
The flow of the water in the various cuts was estimated at
three miles per hour.

The party eruised along the shores of Lake Okeechobee
for six days, investigating the bayous, sireams, and creeks
which entered the lake, Previous reports of the lake had
stated it to be a swampy lagoon or mud-flat whose miasmatic
emanations rendered access a matter of risk, Such reports
were found t0 be grossly untrue. The members of the party
were pleased with the clear waters, which were much more
agreeable than the barrel of water carried on the schooner.
From the many soundings teken, Heilprin judged the great
body of water to be resting in a shallow pan, whose surface
became a mass of majestic billows with étea&y winds, First-
hand evidence of this nature was furnished when the schooner

was forced to lie to, at anchor, a full day while the waves

5 ingelo Heilprin, Okeechobee Wilderness, 33.
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beat the boat wnmercifully. The shore line of the lake on

the south and southeast was not absolutely defined, owing
to the continuous passage of open waters into the glades,
The delimitation at this shore was irregularly marked, how-
ever, by the growth of saw grass interspersed with flag
weeds., The northeastern and eastern shores were mafked by
a beach line of sand, rising five feet above tﬁe surface of
the lake, and covered with a dense growth of oak, maple,
end palmetto., This sznd ridge supporting e hardwood border
was observed to be but a fringe to the saw grass arad cy-
press swamp at a moderate distance to the rear.

FHeilprin could fird only ore dry island in the lake.
.This island, in the southwest cornér of the lake, measured
approximately two miles long and three-quarters of a mile
wide. It was covered with a growth of smsall ¢ypress and
custard apple, and supported a continuous rookery from one
end to the other.6 ‘

The party spent two days investigating the shore line
and the numerous accessions, espesially Taylor's craék,
which entered the lake at the northern shore{‘ The baﬁks
of Taylor's Creek were well-defined with massive.éyjfess
towering one hundred and twenty-five to one hupdréd and

fifty feet into the air and six feet in dlameter at their

€ Angelo Heilprin, Okeechobee Wildermess, 43,
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base. Great masses of water lettuce, a floating suriace

growth, made the forest almost impenetrable., Several flocks

of parakeets, frequenting the highest branches of the cypress,

were noticed here for the first time, and the members of the
party were able to cateh one of the 1little birds. The waters
of the creek teemed with alligators, the largest specimen
seen measured fifteen feet in length, Black bass and cat-
£ish were plentiful. Few mosquitoes were noticed throughout
the trip, a fact Hellprin ettributed to the season of the
year., The scientist found the Tayibr's Creek locality in-

triguing.

It would be vain to attempt to depict by word
the solemn grandeur of these untrodden wilds, the
darX recesses, almost untouched by the light of
day, that peer forbidingly into a wealth of bound-
less green--or to convey to the mind & true con-
ception of the exuberance of vegetable life that
is presented. it no time before our visit had I
been so thoroughly impressed with the wild grandeur
of an untroddsn wilderness--nowhere have I sSo keenly
appreciated the insignificance of my own humble
being in the sea of life by which I was surrounded. 7

The project of draining the Everglades attracted the
attention of Henry B. Plant in the last decade of the nine-
teenth century. At & director's meeting of the Plant con-
trolled South Florida Railroad in Tempa, Florida, in
February, 1892, the subject of vegetable developments was
being discussed. Among the directors present were Plant,
Henry M. Flegler of the Florida East Coast Railroad, and

7 Angelo Heilprin, Okeechobee VWilderness, 45,
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James E. Ingraham, of the South Florida line. Plant was
leading the discussion ‘
« ¢ o Over a map which was spread on the table,
and he said to me, "Mr. Ingraham, could we build
a line from here %o here?"™ being from Fort Kyers
to Mlami. I sald in reply, "ir. Plant, that is
right across the Everglades of Florida.,” "well,
he said, "What of 1%?" I said, "So far as I know
only two white men ever made that trip and they
were accompanied by Indians, and I doubt if there
is any record of their experience but I would be
very glad to run a line /fof levels/ across there
and go in person.,"” 8 :
"The Everglades Exploring Expedition" was organized as
a result of this Tampa meeting. On March 12, 1892, a party
of twenty white and two colored men boarded a South Florida
Railroad train at Sanford for Port Tampa, where they em
barked on the Plant System steamer Tagpoﬁ for Ft. Myers,
James E., Ingraham, leader and organizer, appointed Wallace
9
R+ Moses secretary of the expedition, Arriving at Ft.
Kyers on iMarch 14, the group camped a mile southeast of
the town, John W. Hewman, engineer in charge of the line
- of levels which was to run from the western edge of the
glades to its eastern edge, was appointed officer in charge

of the expedition, Word was passed to all hands that

8 James E. Ingraham letter, Ft. Lauderdale (Florida)
Tropical Sun, January 1, 1922; David G. Fairchild, The
or as Garden, 111; John C¢ Gifford, The Everzlades
and Other =ssays Relating to Southern Florida, I?-Zg.

9 Wallace R, Moses, "The Everglades Expioring. Expe-
dition," 1. : -
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Information is desired regarding the soil,

the growth thereon, particularly anything un-

usual, and the a2daptability of the soil to the

growth of sugar cane, rice, tobacco, and sisal

hemp; also the tropiecal fruits., 10

On Mareh 15, two cypress skiffs and two canvas boats
were sent ashead by ox team to the site of 0old Ft. Shackle-
ford at the western edge of the glades. The following day
the men broke camp in Ft. Myers and began their march to
Ft. Shackleford, some fifty-five miles away. On the eight-
eenth they crossed Ocaloacoochee Slough and the northern
end of the Big Cypress using the o0ld government causeway
built during the Seminole war.n

On March 21, the expedition left Ft. Shackleford, the
surveyors starting their chaining and leveling from the
position of the old fort., The average depth of the water
was six inches, the current of the water sluggish and in
& southerly direction. Rock outcroppings, many of them
in the form of small pinnacles, made walking precarious.
The camp that night was pitched on a slight elevation,
covered with a few small oypress and various bushes. After
making five miles the following day, camp was sét up on an
island a quarter of an sore in extent, On this island the

growth consisted of grape vines, wild fig, elder bushes,

10 wWallace R, Moses, "The Everglades Exploring Expe-
dition,™ 2. .
11 Ibid., 5~-8.
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briers, and pumpkin vines. The average depth of the water
was a foot with a change to a foot and a half in the latter
part of the day.

On March twenty-third the surveyors set out at two in
the morning, while the rest of the party moved off at
seven. Camp that -night was made on an island that had been
the site of a former Indian habitation. The island was off
the route of the survey and the food and bed.ding‘had. to be
packed two miles to camp. Wood for the camp fires was tak-
en from a stock pile laid up by the Indians, who cut their
fuel in advance in order to have a dry supply on revisiting
the spot. Soundings for the day had averaged two ~t_o five
feet of mud over the bed rock, "The Glades at this point
present an endless sea of saw and other grasses, 1lily pads,
a great many of them in bloom, with smaell patches of water
amid clear spots and small isl ands here and 'she::'e."lz

- The group traveled only two and a half miles on the
twenty-fourth, having had to make several poftage's drag-
ging the boats through the grass. "All hands extremely
tired and whiskey was served out from the .xne(i;Lo::Lne stores.%'z

A pumber of turtles, marsh hens, and limpkins were taken

during the day; thev made a welcome addition to the bill of

pu 7.4 A e

12 W. R. Moses, "The Everglades Exploring Expedition,"”

16,

13 Ibid., 17.
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fare. The next day proved the hardest traveling up to that
date, and the expedition abandoned the smaller wooden boat,
28 well as some of the other equipment on a portage of
2,000 feet., The twenty-sixth proved to be & good day, with
not quite so much saw grass encountered, and the group made
five miles, The supply of flour ran out, but a good break-
~ fast of hominy, rice, and beans was provided for the xnem.l4

Sunday, March 27, proved a discouraging day for the
men of the expedition. Traveling & little over two miles
through large bodies of saw grass, they found the water in-
sufficient to float the boats. In order to move through
the grass it was necessary for two men to pull and two to
push each of the boats through the mass of vegetation. The
tendency of the growth of the grass was south and west,
while the course to Miami was due southeast, Camp that
night was made in the open glades, the party having had to
retrace their steps for a mile and a half to avoid a par-
ticularly heavy patoh of grasse.

The following day the paerty made almost three miles,
but two of the men became exhausted and had to be carried
in one of the boats, Camp that night was sgain made in the
open grass, Supper had to be eooked over a fire made from

-grass, supplemented by splinters from the false botiom of

14 W. R. ¥oses, "The Everglades Exploring Expedition,"
21-22. '
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ons of the canvas boats. Soundings found the basal roek
four to six feet below the top of the muck covering, and
Moses logged the fact that the saw grass was quite heavy,

15

indicating very rich land. The group broke camp at seven

on the morning of the tweniy-ninth, each man carrying a pack.

Locomotion is extremely difficult and slow.
The bog is fearful and it sometimes seems as
though it would be easier to stay in it than to
€0 on. Both legs up to the waist frequently be-
come embedded in the same hole in the mud, and
to extricate ones-self with from 30 to 50 1lbs,
welght on the back requires strength and time,
Pecking for any distance is impracticable, £
ran by himself, carrying nothing would probably
fail to reach the timber from this point. The
boats are very necessary to enable one to pull
himself out of the mud and even then the labor
is most exhaustive., 16

The stoppinzg place for the twelfth night out from Ft.
Kyers was taken from a flock of white herons who had a rook-
ery on the island. Fifteen of the young birds were killed
and cooked up into a dish the marchers thought much better
than the average Florida chicken. The food had been ration-
ed on the basis of moving five miles per day, whereas the
party had averaged only three miles esch day from Shackle-
ford.l7 March 30 the expedition made four miles, but the
lgbor occasioned by working through the high grass became

15 W. R.fMoses, "The Everglales Exploring Expedition,®
22. - Lo
16 Ibid.,,
17 Tbid., 23,
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too difficult for the chainmen and that phase of the work
had to be given up. That night was spent on a gquarter acre L
patch covered by a growth of stunted willows inhabited by
turkey buzzards, which were nvery odorous, tut better than
mud ﬁ.lone."l8 |

On the 1last day of Harch the party found the glades ' |
bearing east of south with sufficient water to float the N
boats, necessitating oniy twe short portages. With the |
depth of water averaging two to three feet, the expedlitien
moved four miles & day 6n the first two days of April. }
The food stores had been rednced until all that remained |
was hominy, which the men supplemented with such animal ]
1ife as they were sble to prooure on the march from day to
dey. The bag of game for the second of April consisted of 1
seven terrapins, three blue herons, several water turkeys,
and a forty pound alligator. The party saw a great many

Indian signs, notably large burnsd over areas where the

red men had sought game with fire hunting. On thé éaoond.

3,
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of April the swrvey was gi s of physiesl in- i
capacity of the man.m o | l
The depth of the muck increased as the expedition | | o o
moved eastward. Soundings to the bed T0Ck now réache:l {
L

six to seven feet below the surface of the soil. During

"~ 18 W. R. Moses, "The Everglades Exploring Expedition,"” E
24, ' :

19 Ibid., 28.
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tae day of April third over a dozen fish, including one
welghing four pounds, jumped into the boats as the party
passed through the narrow and tortuous channels of the saw
grass. The group rested that night on an island covered
with hackberry trees; from the top of one of the trees the
timber line to the east could be seen, some five miles
awaye. Constant wading in water and bog hai wéékenéi ail
the party and considerable lassitude prevailed.zo A chance
meeting with a Seminole, Billy Harney, resulted in nis en-
gagement to guide four of the group into Eiami toisécﬁié
provisiogs. Ingraham and lioses left with Harney on the
afternoon of the fourth, riding in the native's dugoﬁt.
Fewman and another man followed in one of the canvas ‘
boats. The two boats reached the falls of the Miami River
avout nine the next morning, and were in the village Qf
the same name at noon on April fifth, | _

Ingraham was ablé to hire another Indian to return
with Harney and himself to guide the rémaining memberé in-~
to the village., After a few days of sightseeing a:ound
the villege the party left on a steamei for Tituétilie.'
There the group boarded a special train for Sanrdfd; and
completed its jJjourney on April 16.'gl This vojage of dis-

covery by Ingraham and his party gave information théf“

20 W. R. Moses, "The Everglades Exploring Expedition,"
32,
" 21 Ibid,, 52.
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was valuable when drainage was begun in lster years. The
question which prompted the expedition, namely the feasi-
bility of building a railroad from Tampa to Miami, was

22
answered in the negative.

A taird explorer, Hugh L. Willoughby, a former lieu-
tenant commander in the Rhode Island Kaval Reserve and
gentleman iraveler, visited Florida during the winter of
1896 and made the usual trip up the Hiami Kiver to the rap-
ids and into the glades.23 He met Jo E« Ingraham and,
after hearing the story of the latter's expedition, Will-
ougnby made the boast that he would see if the passage
across the ITverglades could be mede without havihg tb
sleep in wet clpthes. Intrigusd with his first view of
the Everglades, Willoughdy resolved to return the next
year and uandertake a Journey from the headwaters of the
Shark River to the headwaters of the iiami River, He
stated that he wanted to examine the plant and animal 1life
 of the reglon and %o ”

¢+ ¢« o Show that the word swamp, as we under-
stand it, has no application whatever to the
mverglades that it is a country of pure water;
that this water is moving in one direction or
another, depending on the mnatural topography of
the ocountry; that the air is wholesome, pure,
and free from disease germs; that near the coast

22 J. BE. Ingraham letter, Ft. Lauderdale (Florida)

Iropical Sun, January 1, 1922,
23 Hugh L. #i;loughby, Across the Everglades, 1-8,
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and mangroves the mosquitoes thrive; but deep in

the Everglades, in the winter time at least, you

can sleep comfortably without a net. 24

Willoughby returned to the Horth for the ﬁumﬁef of 1896
and assembled equipment for his trip the following winter.
He secured two canoes of thirty inech beam, one fourteen and
the other sixteen feet in length, equipped with single rig
salls measuring forty square feet. For navigational éids
he procured a case in which were carried an octaht, ansroid
barometer, thermometer, artifieial horizon, zenith compass,
and two chronometers with waterproof c:'a;ses.a5 be'prOpel-
ling the canoes Willoughby selected 16ng polés sihilar to
those used by the Seminoles, As a traveling companion
Willoughby hired Ed Brewer, a guidé and huntsmen living
near Miami with whom he had hunted the previous éeason.

Willoughby decided to make the passage from the lower
southwest coast of Florida through the Everglades because
there was no record of a previous passage along that line,
and because he would be able to locate positions along the
east coast railroad whenever he should emerge from the
glades.as The canoes and other gear were loaded on the
sloop Cupid on December 29, 1896, and on the following day

Willoughby shoved off and got underway for Cape Sable by

24 Hugh L. Willoughby, Across the Everglades, 14,
25 Ibid., 49-57.
26 Ibia. ) 59 L ]




159 1
way of Key Largo. The little vessel reached Cape Sable on

oo I———x

the morning of January 6 and moved into the Ten Thousand
Islands area. Leaving the sloop about six miles from the
mouth of Harney River, Willoughby and Brewer paddled their-
canoes to that stream. Zntering Harney River they made ]
their way upstream, stopping within a mile of its Source
for the night.27 }
The next morning the men set out uvp stream, The man-
= grove lined barks crowded the fifty foot width of the chan- ' E
nel until after three quarters of a mile the follage met j
overhead and the cances were barely able to find & passage.
Eere the men believed they were on an Indlan route, as the s Z
bra.nches_of the mangrove jungle had been cut, some rather

recently.

A little way farther on « « « an opening
appeared letting in a flood of daylight and we
suddenly burst into the pathless Everglades,
Here was the source of the Harney River very
closely defined, Ve were standing on the rim
that dams up that great basin of shoal water,
with so few outlets that except in very dry
seasons it camnot drain itself, 28

Cn the first day in tho glades Willoughby noted that

they had traveled nineteen miles by canoe but only eight
miles as the orow flew. The water leads through the saw
grass had been good, on the whole, though the grass tend-

ed %o be heavy in spots, The ocurrent of the water was

27 Hugh L. Willoughby, Across the Everglades, 102,
28 Ibid., 104,

L
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about a mile and a half per hour, setting to the southwest
over a rocky bottom, but now and again covered up to a foot
with mud. The water was pure and fresh, end ¥Willoughby daid
not hesitate to drink it.

The next two days were discouraging. The two men met
quite heavy grass at latitude 25° 36" north. Ingraham had
told Willoughby that he had crossed the heavy grass at 26°
10", "That there is 2 break about latitude 25° 50" known
only to the Indians I have little doﬁbt, else how could
they travel from the edge of the Big Cypress to Miami with
such rapidity.“zg ZFinding their course blocked to the
northeast by the heavy sawgrass, and believing it almost
fatal to attempt the crossing, the explorers :efurned %o
their ststion of the third night. In the morning they
took a more northerly course, A£ noon they‘ariiieé‘at a
heavily wooded island and, disecovering it to be an old
Indian camp cleared in the middle to an extent of some
sixty feet, they decided to set wp ﬁheir camp r the
night. “ _

On the fifth day the men made less than three miles,
and were stymied by a ten foot wall of sawgraés.v The'oamp
that night was made on a very smaii hummock after ﬁheﬁ had
cleared off the snakes and piled up the brush for bedding

29 Hugh L. Willoughby, Across the Everglades, 122,
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down. The following day they observed Indian fires tov the
north and west and smoke on the east which they presumed to
be Miami, Travel was so slow through the high grass and low
water that they decided to retrace their steps to the first
opening to the east, Close ihs;gection showed the water to
be running east of south, proving they had passed the divid-
ing line of the watershed.

‘For the next four days the men made their way south and
east, looking for a passage through the grass. Toward the
end of the tenth day in the Everglades they reached the end
of the heavy grass. Making their way four miles to the east
on the eleventh end twelfth days they were still hindered by
the low weter and roek outeroppings.

The difficult wading, lifting of the feet out
of the holes in the rock, the pulling, dragging

and the extra care necessary to avoid tearing
the loaded cznoes to pieces exhausted us terribly. 30

Deeper water was reached the thirteenth day as they con-

tinued eastward. Making good time that day they reached an
014 camp which Brewer recognized. Turning their courss
northward, the men covered eleven miles the following day to

end their second week in the Everglades. By Willoughby's

estimate they were as far north as they had been on the sixth
dey and bubt seven miles further east, His figures led him to

believe that they had made a f£ifty-five mile detour %o avoid

30 Hugh L. Willoughby, Across the Everglades, 157,

l,

™



162
seven miles of heavy saw grass. In the afternqon of the
fifteentn day they reached the head éf the Miami River, and
completed their trip into Hiami the following éay.zl

Willoughby's expedition was made through the lower
glades and the data he collected bear out the reports of
the relative worthlessness of the southern pert of the area
insofar as so0il depth and water levels are congerned. In-
graham, the railroad builder, crossed'the Evergladeéyseek-
ing to determine their value for agriculture and as a bed
for his railroad, He realized that in time they might be-
come a land of promise, Eeilprin, the scientist“and‘nAture
lover, found more than he sought in the.Caloosahatchee shell
beds and the wild flora and fauna of Okeechobee. Each of
thesg latter-day explorers left a permanent record to be
used, in one way or another, in the development of the Ever-
glades,

2, The Seminoles

Wher the Seminole War ended in 1842, an Indian reserva-
tion was provided which roughly embraced the lands of the
interior of Florida south of lLake Istokpoga. At that time
the 0 ffice of Indian Affairs estimated thefe were 3800 Sem-
inoles remaining in Florida, but after the Hartsuff ambush
of 1854, 150 Seminoles were forced to migrate teo the

31 Hugh L. Willoughby, . Across the Everglades, 165-166,
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western Indiesn lands. The few remaining red men, who had
been hunted like animsls, settled in the innermost recesses
of the isolated Everglades and the zdjoining Big Cypress.

In order o make sure they stayed there the Florida legis-
lature in December, 1862, enacted a law to regulate trade
and intercourse with the Indians.32

Section one of the act authorized the governor to
appoint a State Indian :igent, to hold office et the gover-
nor's pleasure, and to receive a stipend of 31,500 a year,
The agent was 1o seek by compact or agreement with the Indi-
ans for a settlement on a reservation south of a line run-
ning from the mouth of the Caloosahatechee to Lake Okeechobee
and around the northern shore of that lake due east to the
Atlantic Ocean., The agent was instructed to confer with the
Indians, giving them assurance of the state's desire to pro-
tect them, and to manage and superintend 211 trade and
intercourse with the Indians within their boundaries. The
governor was allowed $5,000 a year to carry out the sot and
was directed to appoint & merchant to handle the red men's
trade, to prohibit all trespassing on the reservation, to
forbid the sale of 1ntoxj.cat1ng liquors, and to enforce all
of the laws of the state, except that criminal law was not

to extend to crimes commitied by one Indian against another

32 Chapter 1363, Laws of Florida, 1862,
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Indian vwithin their reservation.

The 1862 act was significant in that 1t sought to re-
duce the size of the reservation that had been & part of
the settlement of the Seminole Indian War in 1842, Further,
this act was the first overt mofe on the part 6f theystate
of Florida to aid and protect the aborigines albeit the act
was repealed within the year., Shortly after fhe‘close of
the Civil War the legislature took sction in regard to the
Seminole. An act passed in 1866 abolished all boundary
lines, legelized free trade, 2llowed the Indians to make
their own civil laws and to be governed by them. The 1866
act outlawed maltreatment of the Indians and méde punish-
able any incidents that would incite the red men to hos-
tility. The act provided for an Indian agent, but at the
more economical rate of 3500 per year.33 This law; abol—
iskhing outright any degree of right cf the red men to
lards in the state, left the Indians mere squatters on
the hunting and fishing grounds of their forefathers.

The Florida Constitution of 1868 sought to rééognize
the Indiens' rights by makinz provision in article six-
teen for the seating of one Indian member in eanh'house of
the General Assembly. The Indian représentative and sena-~
tor were to have all the rights and pay of other members,

33 Chapter 1482, Laws of Florida, 1866.
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¥, Trench Townshend, an Enzglish tourist who stopped in
the Miami area in 1874, found a small store on the bénks of
the :iami River supplied with staples for the few settlers
and the tverglades Seminoles., Townshend noted that the
store 4id e considerable trade with the Indians who resorted
there for whiskey and beads.

It is supposed there are not more than a
hundred and fifty Indians now remaining in
Florida. » « « The Red Skins dowm at Miami
were tall well grown men, with the usual -
straight black hair and strongly merked fea-
tures; their squaws were a hideous bundle of
rags decorated with glass beads and a few old
coins., « « ¢ The Indians complain that their
lodges on the islands in the Everglades are so
unhealthy that they cannot raise their child-
ren, and there is no doubt that they are de-
ereasing and will probably be extinct even be-
fore the game on which they exist., 34

James Henshall, in 1878, concluded that the Seminoles
were very peaceable, seldom being seen in the white man's

village, Ee described them as splendid specimens of the

Indian race: t2ll, symmetrical, and very straight with

clean, sinewy limbs and good féatures.

F SE S - o o

They shave thelr heads as high as the tops of
the ears, and braid the top lock into a long plait
whiech they coil around the crown. The head-dress
is composed of a number of bright colored shawls
wound eround the head in the manner of a turban,
looking for all the world like a gaily painted -
cheese with a hole in the center to f£it the head. 35

- 34 F. Trench Townshend, Wild Life in Florida and a
a Visit to Cuba, 240-241, v v '

o5 James A. Henshall, Camping and Cruisi in Florida,
107-108
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It was not uwatil 1681 that a scicntific study was made
of the Seminoles of Florida. The Reverend Clay HacCauley
was commissioned by the director of the United States Bur-
eau of -merican Ethnology to inquire into the condi tions
and numbers of the Semincles in Florida. MacCeuley spent
the months of January, February, and lfarch of 1881 among the
Seminoles, "Cwing to the ignorance prevailing even in
Fiorida of the locations of the homes of the Semiﬁoles and
also to the absence of routes of travel in Southern Florida
much of my time a% first was consumed in reaching the Indi-
an country.“36 fhe inguiry was further hampered by the
lack of an interpreter; MacCauley finally attempted t0 mas-
ter the native languzge with the aid of one man who could
speak some mnglish.

HacCauley found a total of two hundred and eight
Indians, constituting thirty-seven families, living in
twenty-two camps gathered into five widely sepaﬁated~settle—
ments. These settlements were located in the Big Cypress,
roughly twenty miles southwest of Lake Okeechobee; on the
Miami River, about ten miles north of old F&, Dallas; en
Cow Creek, fifteen miles northeast 0f the mouth of the
Kissimmee River; on Fish kating Creek, five miles from the

36 Clay MacCauley, "The Seminole Indians of Florida,"
United States Bureau of Americen Ethnology, Fifth Annual

Report, 1883-1834, 475, Cited hereinafter as Clay Mac-
Ca%iey3 "Report on the Seminole Indians,®
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western shore of Lake Okeechobee; and on Catfish Lake, &
smaell lake midway between Lakes Pierce and Rosalie, to-
wards the headwaters of the Kissimmee River,

The settlements are from forty to seventy

miles gnart, in an otherwise almost uninhabited

region, which is in area about sixty by one

hundred and eighty miles. The camps of which

each settlement is composed lie at distances

from one another varying from & half mile to

two cor more miles, 37

A breakxdown by age and sex discloses several curious
facts about the Indians., An overall excess of sixteen males
was difficult to explain in the face of polygamous marriage.
There were thirty-eignt males between ages twenty and sixty,
and fifty-six women between ages fifteen and sixty. -Almost
all these latter were the wives of the former. Of the Pifty-
four boys between ages five and twenty, and thirty-one girls
under fifteen, there existed an excess of twenty-three boys.
The excess in the number of young males presented a puz-
zling problem to MacCauley, who found the Seminoles were in-
ereasing in numbers but producipg more men than women. He
could see no reason why the tribe should not cogtinns to in-
erease unless it were checked by the non-birth of females.
Purther faasons for increase were the lack of wars from 1860

%o 1880, the absence of epidemic disease for the same period,
an abundance of animal and vegetable food easily obtained

37 Clay MacCauley, "Report on the Seminole Indians,"478,
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and prepared, equable climate, and the temverate and moral
lives led by the Indians, |
| After observing the socisl 1life of the Seminoles, es-
pecially their assoclations with the white race, XacCauley
wrote:

The white helf-breed does not exist among the

Seminole, and nowhere could I learn that the

Seminole woman is other than virtuous, The birth

of a white half-breed would be followed by the

death of the Indian mother at the hands of her

own people, 38
The only explanation iacCauley could offer for the small
number of Indians in southern Florida was tha’t a greé.t
many more had migrated to the West than had been popularly
supposed.

The physical characteristics of the people of the
tribe were described as excellent, the men attracting aften-
tion by their six foot height, well filled out and symmet-
rically developed frames, with agreeable, small, and well
sculptured features. The women were observed to share
largely the good qualities of the men, though they v;ere un-
der rather than over the average height of females ‘;n gen-
eral. The women possessed regular and agreeé.ﬁle ;Eeatures.
and shepely and well developed bodies.

Indeed, the only Indian women I have seen

with attractive features and forms are among the
Seminole. « » « Among American Indians I am

38 Clay MacCauley, "Report on the Seminole Indians,”
480. ’
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confident that the Seminole women are of the
first rank, 39 L
YMaclauley believed the Seminoles to be among the K
ha “brigntest of the American Indians. The Indians were antag- | {“

onistic to the white man as & race, but MacCauley had neo
trouble meking friends with them when his motives were made
clear, ost of them were eager to talk and answered direct-

ly without equivocation., Though descended from Indian peo-

ples of many nations, the Seminoles were found to have been
so strongly moulded by their associations with the Creek
nation that they had adopted the Creek language, customs,
and regulations., In their family life, they combined affec-

tion and cheerfulness with cooperative industry, and all

%% hands took part in household indus try and duties.
Distinctive dwellings marked the Seminole'settlemeﬁts;

permanent houses were erected at the maln camps and tempp-

rary houses et the sugar cane hammock, the hunting areas,

and the "coontie™ ground. The houses, more like sheds,

were nSually nine by sixteen feet, built‘of valmetto logs,
thatched with palmetto leaves, and fitted with a floor or

platform about three feet from the ground. The ridge pole

LT SN i 2

was set about twelve feet above the ground, with the eaves
sloping away to seven feet, The space above ths Joists
was partially planked and used for the storage of food and

other commodities., The sides were open to the four winds,

39 Clay MacCauley, "Report on the Seminole Indians,”
482,
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though some of the Indians had providea their houses with
woven palmetto mats that could be hung Zrom yhe”eaves Gur-
ing periods of foul weather. | ‘ |

The society of the Seminoles, MacCauley discovered,
was divided into nine gens or groups of relatives, tracing
a commonvlineage. - The gens divisions were elso used to
serve s a basis of very simple governmental organizafion.
A men could not marry into his own gens; children belonged
to the mother at birth, and were members of her gens.40
The Floride Indians rejected the name of Seminole as a
term of reproach or cowardice; they spoke of themselves as
"point-of 12nd" or peninsular Indians,

¥acCauley found the Indians cultivating one hundread
acres sown principally to corn, cane, melons, and beans.
The cane averaged two inches in dismeter and seventeen feet
in length, ‘

It wes at "0ld Tommy's% sugar field I met
forty-eight of the people of the Big Cypress

Swamp settlement. . . . fThey had left their

homes for a few weeks together, "camping out”

and making and eating syrup. 41 -

The Indians had over Pifty head of cattle, one thousand hogs,
five hundred chickens, and thirty-five horses. One of the

Principal items of their dlet came from the Yooontie" or

40 Clay HacCauley, "Report on the Seminole Indians," 508,
41 Ibid., 510,
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Florida arrowroot. The Indians dug the roots from the wild

growth in the woods and were adept in thelr primitive meth-
0ds of producing flour tarough a series of poundings and ’L
washings., The Indians did no weaving; their cloth came
from trading posts, similar to the ons at iiiami where Mac-
Cauley was told the value of Indian purchases ran to $2,000
a year.

MacCauley poinﬁed out the ease with which the natives
lived off the bounty of nature as contrasted with the great
moral strength which the tribe had gained from centuries of
conflict with the white man. These conflicts, MacCauley
believed, had made this little group of Seminoles a brave L
and a proud people, He pointed out the moving lines of
population elosing in on the lands of the Florida Indian,
and the inherent dangers to the very life of the natives in

the efforts then being directed toward the drainage of the
Everglades, . L

- But now that new factors are beginning to
direct his career, now that he can no longer
retreat, now that he can no longer successfully
contend, now that he is to be forced into close,
unavoidable contact with men he has known only
as enemies, what will he become? II we enger
him, he can still do much harm before we can
conquer him; but if we seek, by & proper poliey
to do him justice, he may yet be our friend and
ally. 42

42 Clay MscCauley, "Report on the Seminole Indians,”

Even before MacCauley's paper on the Seminoles appeared ET
= 531, {
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under the auspices of the Smithsonian Institution in Wash-
ington, a petition was laid before the Board of Trustees of
the Internsl Improvement Furd of Florida asking that reser-
vations of land bde made for the Indians to protect them in
their homes and on.their hunting grounds.43- The Board, on‘
Harch 12, 1883, ordered ihe secretary to correspond with
Frank A. Hendry and E., R. Trafford, pioneer residents of
the Ft. kyers area, relative to the possible location and
guantity of lands neesded for the benefit of the Seminoles,

In 1893 the Women's Fational Inéien Association began
8 moverent to assist the Florida Indiens by procuring
elghty acres of land in the Immokalee settlement, south-
west of the Big Cypress. Several buildings were erected
on this acreage, including e saw mill, school, and a resi-
dence for an agent. The dlstance of this reservation from
the Indian camps combined with the reticence of the Semi-
noles to deal with the white man were among the factors
which contributed to the olosi?g of the agency sheortly
after the turn of the century.tt

Corneljius N, Bliss, Uhite&‘states Secretary of the
Interior, devoted seversl paragraphs in the section on

Indian Affeirs of his innusl Report for 1896 to a resume

43 I1.1.B. Hinutes, III. 211,
44 Roy Nash, "Survey of the Seminole Indians of Flor-
ida," Senate Documents, Number 314, 71 Congress, 3 Session,
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of the status of the Seminoles of Florida. Eoting that
the Seminoles had no legal rights in the state, he pointed
out that attempts to lpcate them in 1888 under the provis- l_
lons of the homestead act nhad failed, The failure was due, |
surprisingly enough, to the fact that no lands could be
found for the purpose,

Under the swamp and overflowed land grant act of 1880,
Florida had received by 1898, 16,724,852 of the 35,000,000
acres of land in the state.46 The area known as the Ever-
glades, some 2,225,000 acres, was approved by the Secretary
of Interior without exception on February 13, 1897, for
transfer to the state as "swamp land list number eighty-
seven." The Office of Indian Affairé requested the Secre-

tary of the Interior to protect the interests of the

surviving Indians of the state, and Seeretary Bliss direct-

ed that sn inspection be made of the territory involved.

i i b d i ,‘g}%},t RIS ‘ e e _‘
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Colonel A. J. Duncan, brother-in-law of President William
¥cKinley, was instructed to proceed to Florida in February, {A
1898, for the dual purpose of checking en land list eighty-
seven and to recommend a reservation for the Indians. Legal
opinion of the Interior Department was that the Seminoles!
only claim to lands in the state was by right of ocoupancy,

i? 45 Report of the Secretaﬁ}-of Interior, 1898, House
3 DocumentS, Number b, b5 Congress, o Session, LV-LVIe
Ibido 9 CCVO
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but that any lands which were not of the wet vériety might
be excluded from the 1list on a revision of the grant in
q_uestion.47 | |

Duncan's examination, covering a period bf se#en ﬁeeks,
éncompassed all the Indian settlements in and aroﬁhd the
Bverglades. At the conclusion of his tour of the Seminole
camps, he wrote: |

From time to time they have been drivén ﬁith-

in the Everglades and hammocks, and within a .

short time they have been dispossessed of a part

of these, and unless protected the remaining .

hammocks on which they live will be seized by

the irrepressible land grabber, 48
Duncan found three instances where the island settlements
of the Indians on the eastern side of the Everglades had
been expropriated by white squatters. He recommended that
a 1ist of lands and hammocks which he had located be survey-
ed and held for the Seminoles' occupancy. The locations,
not to exceed 350,000 acres, were within or contiguous to
the Everglades., He further recommended that the Indian
agency situated at Immokalee be removed to a point near the
camps of the natives, and that proper measures should de
instituted immediately to earry out these proposals.49

The Indian appropriation act of 1894, continued esach

47 Appendix G, Report of the Secretary of Interior,
1898, House Documents, Number 5, 95 Congress, o Session,
CCI.

48 Ibid., CCXI.
49 Tbid., CCXX~CCXI.
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succeeding year, set aside $6,000, one-half of which was to

L P

be used in the purchase of lands for the Seminoles. By

;%g , June, 1898, 10,000 acres had been secured for a reservation

apse

in what is now Hendry County and by June, 1911, a total of
26,781 acres comprised federal reservations for the tribe.
Dr, James E. Brecht, Floride agent of the Indian Service,
expressed the hope in 1899 that "renewed effort may be made
by the Government for work among'them in their camps by a

50
sufficient force of helpers,”

—

50 Roy Nash, "Survey of the Seminole Indians of Flor- D
ida," Senate Documents, Fumber 314, 71 Congress, 3 Session, ~ . L
62, ,




