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POST ACCIDENT (CON'T)

The complainant does not know how or when the wheel came off
the block. She does not know if the child used his mouth or
his hands to pull the wheel off the block. It is not known
if the wheel was still attached to the block when the child
began playing with the blocks prior to the accident. She
cannot recall how the child was playving with.the blocks prior
to the accident.

The "Mega Blocks' had been purchased from a local Best Products
store. The complainant went to the store to find the name of
the manufacturer. The store no longer carries the toy. How-’
ever, the manager was able to locate the name of the manu-
facturer on the inside of the block. The words " 1986 Tara Toy"
and " 1986 Muppets Inc.'" are printed on the top of the inside

of the block. Since this is printed in the same color as the
" block, it is not readily readable. The store manager was then
able to find the address for Tara Toy Corporation.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

Product: Set of 17 interlocking plastic blocks.
Model: ""Mega Blocks"
Manufacturer: Tara Toy Corp.

40 Adams Ave.
Hauppauge, NY 11788

Date of Purchase: February 1987

Place of Purchase: Best Products
Richmond, VA

Age Recommendation: One to eight vears.

The complainant had the entire set of blocks which was collected
as a sample (J-805-6566). ..The.blocks show a_geeat deal of hard
use. Several have broken pieces of which two fit into the small
parts tester. One of these is the wheel. Also, some of the
blocks are cracked.

ATTACEMENTS

Photographs
STANDARDS

15 CFR Part 1501, Method for identifying toys and other articles

intended for use by children under 3 yezrs of age which present
choking, aspiration, or ingestion hazzards because of small parts

would azply.
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U. S. CONSUMER PRCDUCT SAFETY CCMMISSION

AUTHCRIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assistng us in collectng information on a potential
producs safety prodlem. Tne Consumer Product Safery Commission decends
on cancemed people 10 share zsroduct saiety information with us. We

maintzin a record of wMis information, and use it 0 assist us in identifying

and resolving producst safety proclems, .

We routinely Zorward this infermaticn 0 manuiacturaers and privats
laselers 0 inform them of the involvement of their product in an accident
situzzicn. We also gi;/e the information o cthers reguesting informaticn
about specific groducts. Manufacturers need :he individual's name so that

they c¢2n obtzin add1 fonal infermation on the preduct or accident situation.

Would you slezse indic2ie cn the botiom of this page whetler vou will

allow us 0 disclose your name. £ you reguest that your neme remain

coniidential, we will of course, NONOr That recuest. Aiier vou Have indicited -

your pr::':’."':nc:, pleasel sxw' your name anc cai= the dccument 2n the lines

’_ Qu are ':-.erebv authcrized 0 disclese my name and address
I ‘vitn e information ¢ollecied on mnis ¢

t . My identity is 10 remain caniicential.
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LAB{EST HONG KONG .TD

First Flowr, Blnek A & O, Garment Centre,
§76-535 Custle Prak Moad, Kowioon, Hing Kang
fel: 2 4 748H600 ¢ Facuimie. GULGH 37420494
Telen: 55139 LABHK HX C.able. LASIEST

Y
)
' -
a
(1]
o
u

© American Sdcinty fo: Testing snd Materials
Botnh Standard, Inslitute
Hunyg Kong Aaacanon ef Certfination Laboratgries

Hong Kang Gavermnent Rerownir. o Service Supplive Membery of
Approverl Labhuratary of [nte. nati nal Wool Searntariat

APFLICANI': SUME IN. SRMATICMAL 1L,TMITED Nrupsa © 73326(CC-70034;
6/F., SiUTH SEAS CTR., TOWER 1,
75 MDY RD., DATE: APR 15, 19f7
TSIM Sii. TSUI F.,
A KIN. ,H.k.

SAMDLE DESCRTPTION:

CNE (1) Sk GF SUBMITTID SAMPTE SAID TO BE UIG RI(XKS SESMT STRFET CONSTRLICTION
CFT WITH TI<EL ASSORTED PNCKING STYTES.

ITEM NO. @ 73000/73100/732C0.

AGE GRADINC : ~3F 1 & UP.
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AS REGQUESTZU 8. tHR AFFLICANT, FCR DEUATLS PLEASE SEE ATTW(CHEED PACI(S)
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CONCLUSION:
THE SUEMIT™! D . .AMPTE SIT W’-‘o FCUND COMPT.IED WITH THE RFECUTREMENTS OF UL,S,

CUasUMER D=20C T .AFL‘D COMMIESION FOR FHYSTCAL AND MECEAMLCAL TESTS FOR
Y5 AND ASTIC =S INIED r)m FOR USE BY CILLIDREN AS WELL AS FLAMARITITY TEST
FCR RICID A4\ MILIABRLE SOLIDE.
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| AB1EST HONG KOMG LTD

First Fluur, Block A & D, Gurment Contie,
576-Sdo Cusile Paak Noad, Kowloon, Hang Kong.

e
. Tel & 3-74RARNO 2 Facsimuly: GIN/GIL 3-7420334
[ s hg
2u75S Telex: 55135 LABHK HX Cabia: LABTEST

Hony Kuny Gaveramant ttccognicd Sarviea Supplier Members of: Ameiican Soamty tor Testing «ad Materials
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TEST REPORT _
TFETS CONDUCTET:: ' .\t umpn C 73326(CC-70.

01 PIYSTCAI. AND MECHANICAT. TESTS

- AS I'ER L.S. COLF OF FEDERAL REGUTATIONS TITLE 16 FART 15060.48 S'ARP
M ~ POINT, T\RP 1500.49 SHAR® EDGE AND PART 1501 SMALY, PARTS, EOTH aEIOKR
K AND AFTLL! CONDTTIONINCG A5 SET FORTH IN BART 1500.50,

IABEIIED AGR GROUP : AGES 1 AND UP.

SHARP POINT SEMARP ENX  SMALL PART

——— — - t—

(1500.48) (1500.49) {1501)
.AS REEIVED P NA P
AFTEF. IMEACT (15G0,51(E)) P NA P
IFTER FTFXURE (1500,53(N)) NA NA NA
AFTER ICFFE (1500.53(E)) P NA P
AFTER TT2.0T0N (1590.53(F)) b NA P
AFTER OCL-SESSION (15€0.53(C)) p -3 P

02 FTAMMA-IZI PV TEST

AS IER U,5. CODF OF FEDERAL RRAGILATICNS TLULF 1€ DPART 15u0,44 FOR
RIGID 7iANI' “LIARLF. SOIIDS

EURN LINGIH  TDME LIIRN RATE LIMTT
(INCH) (SBOOND)  (INCH/SECOLD)  (INCH/OECKRD)
1.5 G0 0.03 0.10
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20207
April 19, 1988

President
Tara Toy Corporation

40 Adams Avenue

Hauppauge, NY 11788-3606 Re: N830069

Dear Sir:

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission shares with firfms
product complaints and in-depth investigation reports concerming injuries
or potential injuries associated with products the firms manufacture or
import that are within the Commission's jurisdiction. Some of the
reports are very detailed. Others are not detailed but nevertheless
mention the products by name. '

To best serve the interests of consumer and manufacturers, we now
screen these reports and generally do not send to firms reports involving
products (1) where the complainant has already contacted the
manufacturer, (2) where the problem appears to be economic rather than
safety related, or (3) where it appears that the product is not at fault
or indirectly involved.

Applying these criteria, we have determined that the enclosed
information should be sent to you. We believe that sharing this
information benefits the Commission, consumers, and industry since
problems submitted by conscientious users can serve as an early warning
signal that there may be a product safety problem. If you wish to
comment on the encloseéa Fepuri(S), yuu way suuviit your comments to the
undersigned. Be sure to include the above-mentioned document number and
the name of the product in any reply.

If the report we have provided you along with other information you
have or may receive reasonably supports the conclusion that there would
be a substantial product hazard, please keep in mind your reporting
responsibilities under Section 15 of the Consumer Product Safety Act, 15
U.S.C. Section 2064(b). For more information on the reporting
requirements, please contact Carlos Perez, Directorate for Compliance and
Administrative Litigation, Consumer Product Safety Commission,
Washington, D.C. 20207 (301-492-6608).

In the interest of product safety, we will continue to share these
reports with you.

Sincerely,

(-“z/< \ 2/ L2 W e

Joel I. Friedman
Director
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 74 BAR 15B3
1. Name of Respondent 2. Telephone No. (Home) : (Work)
ETL EEN éeckgq 434-R98/. . P —
3. Street Address 4. City, State, Zip Code
432 ) mdenST Bllgnfora < |10 2

5. Give details of accident, injury, or iliness. Describe how incident occurred. (Use reverse side it necessary.)

Sesc~c steeed 'e‘A\\"[ ‘J“V\"L‘\%(QL\:L&SQQQ)&O“ Amchas ~all,
U).‘{ue Ao -('(Af\b\ He arm | Tiew. Mb.{ 2 vreeks alf

NO Mb\,.fn]; pf'b(v(M\ LQA&GL-:E ‘e
Ases Atup- il wainy don > 3

gt Toedomet

6. If injury or iliness: Victim's Name Relationship
Age Sex Date Type Injury
Body Part Involved Treatment
7. Descrniption of Product ) 8. Was the product:
F\,\Lx—\ Ml doll, 2 incleas ‘}R\k Damaged before incident? Yes O No B
4e e -P.f‘ Repaired before incident? Yes O No @
Xt s (7‘&‘?)( Cwnaral Repaired after incident? Yes (J No B
+ 9. Brand Name — 10. Identifying Numbers, Letters, etc.
U{ﬁ \Muﬁ,»d— nmzﬁ;,MaAL 71000 <hl\p 4
11. Manufacturer's Name and Address 12. Dealer's Name and Address
19%6 Tara Tﬂ Cocp.
Hauwtpawge, NV, 11788
e 1A% How nraduct acouired? 114. Age of Product
Purchased New X  Second Hand [J  Other I o w — g
15. Is product available for inspection? 16. Does product have warning .
Yes X No O labels or instructions? Yes O No K
Otner Are they available? Yes O No O
17. Have you contacted the manufacturer? Yes L__] No & 18. Do you object to the use of
If not, do you plan to contact them? Yes X No OJ your name? Yes O No X

FOR ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY

18. Regeivi ] 20. Datg Received 2t~Received b . | 22. Reporting Offi
TR? 50 | Dt Sewsmcd o

23. Source ¢t Report i 4 24. Document No.
Leiter Pone ﬂ Visit .3 Other J\:Q =D (¢ q
TR . 26. Product Code(s)
. A S o0
i B.
ot T3

T g -~ L
AT Az Qs
b e s

29. Epdorser's Name/Ftle
/ ,M“JVZ/ <.
//A&L’ c

ol Y

28. Distribution

ELGL fe 7 ) A0 O
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If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to make
concerning your attached report, please make them in the space below. . ceo=a

~

tn

o ©

til <C

>~

!.u —

o £
L

(0 =]

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including
any changes, additions, or comments I have made) is accurata to the best
of my knowledge and belief.

R AN 2 Kéf/z '7/0

Signature / Date

Do not release my name.

You may release my name to the manufacturer but not to the P
general public.

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public.

MO O

SIpOLT, s20¢
[\/ 03F-3/-F6



u.s. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20207 - .
April 19, 1988
Mr. Richard L. Werner
President
R.D. Werner Co., Inc.
Werner Road
Greenville, PA 16125
Re: C815031

Dear Mr. Werner: -

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission shares with firms _
product complaints and in-depth investigation reports concerning injuries
or potential injuries associated with products the firms—manufacture or
import that are within the Commission's jurisdiction. Some of the
reports are very detailed. Others are not detailed but nevertheless

- mention the-products by mame. - ~—--- - somom s i e e

To best serve the interests of consumer and manufacturers, we now
screen these reports and generally do not send to firms reports involving
products (1) where the complainant has already contacted the
manufacturer, (2) where the problem appears to be economic rather than
safety related, or (3) where it appears that the product is not at fault
or indirectly involved.

Applying these criteria, we have determined that the enclosed
information should be sent to you. We believe that sharing this
information benefits the Commission, consumers, and industry since
problems submitted by conscientious users can serve as an early warning
signal that there may be a product safety problem. If you wish to
comment on the enciosed report(s), you may submit your commeuls cu tie
undersigned. Be sure to include the above-mentioned document number and
the name of the product in any reply.

If the report we have provided you along with other informatiom you
have or may receivé reasonably supports the conclusion that there would
be a substantial product hazard, please keep in mind your reporting
responsibilities under Section 15 of the Consumer Product Safety Act, 15
U.S.C. Section 2064(b). For more information on the reporting
requirements, please contact Carlos Perez, Directorate for Compliance and
Administrative Litigation, Consumer Product Safety Commission,
Washington, D.C. 20207 (301-492-6608).

In the interest of product safety, we will continue to share these

reports with you, v

Sincerely,

Joel I. Friedman ‘

Director
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Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbis
Florida

Maine
Maryland
Mamachosetts
New Hampshire
New Jersey

New York
North Carolina
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode lsland

[ CYTAY PN I
Vermont
Virginia

Virgia luiands
Weut Virginia

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

A

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
EASTERN REGIONAL CENTER

(212) 264-1123

Mr. Jeffrey Locker

Locker, Greenberg & Brainin, P.C.
One Penn Plaza

New York, NY 10119

Dear Mr. Locker:

concerns the Tara Toy Corp. #72600 Play N Carry Cookies Shop.

quarters for litigation consideration.
s

cc:

cc:

~JAN1 61990

This response is a follow-up to your letter dated 1/11/90 and

Please submit your proposal as it relates to when, where, and how
the approximate 2,300 pieces will be destroyed. Upon our receipt of
this proposal, we will evaluate the validity of the proposal and
coordinate its supervision.

We acknowledge your position that the firm has no intention of

recalling the approximate 40,000 units previously sold. Therefore,

this office is terminating its attempts to work out a recall program
in this matter and this case file is being forwarded to our Head-

Marvin Hellerman
Tara Toy Corp.

40 Adams Ave.
Hauppauge, NY 11788

Beatrice Palmer
U.S. Customs

Hemisphere Plaza
Newark, NJ 07114

bert E. Moro
Senior Compliance Officer

&



FIELD ACTIVITY COVERSHEET

1. REGION/STATE

FOER

2. OPERATION (Check One)
( )Inspection

(
( ) Telephone Contact (

X ) Investigation

) Establishment Visit

3. DATE

9-15-89

( )Other

4. NUMBER (For RO Use)
890908CCC2408

« 5. ESTABLISHMENT

Tara Toy Corp.

* Name
Address
City Hauppauge State __NY Zip__11788  Telephone No.

6. RELATED FIRM ( )Parent ( ) Headquarters ( ) Subsidiary . ( ) Other -

Name City State
7. PRODUCTS COVERED 8. OTHER CONSUMER PRODUCTS

— Bedtime Bear Stuffed Toy Bear
9. ESTABLISHMENT TYPE 10. ANNUAL PRODUCTION

( ) Manufacturer ( ) Importer Product Covered $ Units -

{ ) Wholesaler ( ) Own Label Distributor Other Products $ Units

( ) Retailer ( ) Repackager y

( )Other

|
11. L.S. BUSINESS 12. SAMPLES COLLECTED 13. MIS CODE 14. HOURS |
% Received Activity
% Shipped Travel

15. REASON FOR ACTIVITY (Assignment Reference)
16. ANNOUNCED ( ) Rationale for Announced Inspection

UNANNOUNCED ( )
17. EMPLOYEE'S NAME TITLE SIGNATURE

h . { -

18. ( ) ENDORSEMENT ( ) REMARKS ( ) SUMMARY ( ) OTHER

2

No follow up recommended to this incident in which the yarn "Pom Pom" came off the hat
of a toy stuffed bear and a 6 month old choked on part of it.

19. REVIEWER'S NAME
John R. Vece

TITLE

S.P.S.I.

SIGNATURE

I

20. REVIEW DATE
11-1-89

21. DISTRIBUTION

0: EPDS; cc: CACA, T. Rogers;

d: FOER; cé: FOCR.

7

///14 o
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1. CASE NO. 2. INVESTIGATOR'S 10 3. OFFICE CODE

890908 cCC 2408 st]s5| |[s]s]o] .| EPIDEMIOLOGIC
4. DATlEDg:'" YR MO DAY 8. I:OETETIGAT)ON YR MO DAY I N v ESTI GATI 0 N
e o ol 4] 2 BRE REPORT

! | INITIATED :
!
¢ SYNOPSIS OF OR COM A 6 Mo. Old boy was found choking in his playi)en by his father.

8 9| o} 8] 2! 3 8
He was choking on a pom-pom he had chewed off the top of the hat .of a toy with which

910

he had been sleeping. The child eventually spit up the fabric ( thread or yarn) and

began to breathe normally. No permanent injury occurred.

7. LOCATION (Home, school, etc.) ’ 8. cy 9. STATE
Home
110 Williamsburg Ohio O |H
10A. FIRST PRODUCT 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER,
MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS Tara Toy Corp, Hauppauge, N.Y. )
.Toy Doll 5 (0 [0 |4 Item 15600
108. SECOND PRODUCT 118. TRADE!BRAND‘NAME. MODEL NUMBER,
MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS '
None 0 {0 ]0 |0 . * None
12. AGE OF VICTIM 13. SEX (Use numerical code) 14. DISPOSITION . 15. INJURY DIAGNQOSIS
MALE -1 . )
2016 FEMALE -2 1 No injury 9 No injury 711
UNKNOWN -3
16. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) (Mother, Friend) 18. TYPE INVESTIGATION 19. TIME SPENT
Mother, father ON SITE 1 :
- TELEPHONE 2 l
No injury 9 9 1 OTUER a 1 9 9 .
PRI -t
20. ATTACHMENTS 21, CASE SOURCE 22. REVIEWED BY
. YR MO DAY
Photos 1 Hot line 0] 7 J ' )
. dlei3lo] (£1917 10/
23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES :
- ) S e - XAk !
(NON-NEISS CASES ONLY) © CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME CPSC MAY NOT DISCLOSE MY NAME l
24. NARRATIVE (See Instructions on Other Side) 25. REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR REVIEW DATE
/

(USE OTHER SIDE AND ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY)

CPSC FORM NO. 182 (Revised 10/85) APPROVED FOR USE THROUGH 5/31/91 OMB NO. 3041-0029
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SYROPSIS:

A six nonth old boy was found in his playpen by his father. Th2 child was
choking on a posi-pos he had cheded off the tep of tha hat of a toy with which
he wa2s sleesing. The child eventually spit up the fadbric (thread or yarn) and
began to braatnc normally, Ko injury resulted,

PR 1!‘ IL‘..AJ' .

The toy was purchased at a none demonstration party before the child was born.
The toy was aveilable for the child's use from Lirth on. Ho other child
playad with i5is Toy. No assemdbly was necessary. WO problem was noted with
the pom~uom on tne hat., It secwd to be firmily attached. 1t seermied to be
sewn on.

The child was placed in his playpen on 8-23-3% and he played with a variety of
toys. iz faiher was in the same roow bul not directly coserving the child.

The child 3t the time of the incident was six months old, male and 146-1/2
pounds. {2 was gascrioce as norsally active without handicaps.

ILI0ENT S
The c%ilf s fathor noted thet the six menth old child was making choking
sounds. He exanined the child arnd noted that pov-pon threads were oa the
potto-i of the playpan, in 4ne caild's mouth and a few were leit on the het.

Tnz callc wes choking on Lne farzeds and wnen ne was picked up he spit up and
}"e' an SPLu;”.‘rnd n]y‘i‘ﬂ&] l.‘/-

ed. . Examination of the toy revealed that the pom-pon
¢ caild had ‘ppdruﬂtly chewed tha pom-poni apart.

-

rie wue it w33 nod
”rn
(2}

had bagn

#ost of the pea-pom was discarded.

Po stzndards inforaation was available. Ladbcling on the bear simply provides
the siate registraticn numoers,

PRODUCT IDESTIFICATION:

The Loy is a stufrec bear anproximately 1) {nches tall, The bear has a book
on its chast which 15 permanently attachad, Thz bear is assemoled with a
different wmaterial on its body so as to simulate pajamas. It is wearing a
sleeping cap wnich is pointed., At the top of the hat was a 3/4 inch diameter
“Pom-Pon" made of thread or yarn. This was sewn on,

s

. e tterm
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PRODUCT IGERTIFICATION CORT,:

The book on the bear's chest states - Bedtime Bear Story Book. A tay on the
side secam of the bear statas - Bedtime Bear Ta, Tara Toy Corporation,
Hauspauge, N.Y. 11788, A1l Kew Haterial., Contents: Polyester Fibre. PA.
Keg. No. 1634, Mass Reg. No. T-754. Hade in Chinz, Itex £ 15500,

Tne toy was purchased through a host systec at 2 friend's home. The {tem was

picked fros a House of Lloyd Catalog froaw House of Lloyd Co., 11501 Grandyiew
¢, Grandview, Missouri 64030, The 1tem is not in the present catelog.

P SN . - . -
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U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

PIOFOF CCC Q¥

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential
product safety problem. The Consumer Product Safety Commission depends
on concerned people to share product safety information with us. We
maintain a record of this information, and use it to assist us in identifying
and resolving product safety probiems.

é

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and private
labelers to inform them of the involvement of their product in an aceident
situation. We also gi;/e the information to others requesting information
about specific products. Manufacturers need the individual's name so that

they can obtain additional information on the product or accident situation.

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will

allow us to disclose your name. If you request that your name remain

confidential, we will of course, honor that request. After you have indicated -

your preference, please sign your name and dare the dociment.on_ the lines .

prbvided. ;o

[‘Z You are hereby authorized to disclose my name and address
with the information collected on this case.

D My identity is to remain confidential,

. 10 -20-89
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ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST 'FORM

Document Number #fo& L33 2/

Date of Incident f/ﬂﬁ/f? Category 1.D. SECT 1579 L9

Follow-up Requested Hazard Analysis [:] Section 15 &
° Type Follow-up Requested ’ Telephone Call | On.Site E\

Headguarters Contact Mﬂm 4/ [P Y OF
Assignment Message W W M W o~ %0

_w_za,_gzz_z/_@'g{_a‘&mﬁ&ﬂab DBeliisizme

MMW@W ot 75

 Person(s) to Contact MMA/&/ eW)

= —1o5T 2409

Guideline

Requested By 5/.0 QM,JM/

4
Task Number Fiodpnf led 2 Z&oy
Assigned to M Date ?/P/‘;? s

M &Y

ZPSC Form 324 /87
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

C W-5
1. Name of Responaent 2. Telephone No. Home .
Sherry Camtton 513-625-6619( ! ESI;Y;QI-BGAI
3. Strest Adcress 4. Cuy.: State, Zo Coce
3121 Weaver Road Williamsburg OH 45176

5 Give detasis of acogent, imury, ammmmmwummum)

Child was in playpen playing with 5-1/2" high and 4-1/2" wide
teddy bear when father heard son gasping for air.
pieces of pom-pom cloth fiber in son’s_ mouth.

fully recovered.

Most of the pom-pom disintegrated in son’s mouth and a small
amount remained on the teddy bear’s hat and in the playpen.
pom-pom was attached to teddy bear’s hat (consumer does not know

how pom-pom was attached to hat).

Father found
Son vomited and

-.‘.

The

Age recommendation: unknown
-continued-
& If inyury or iliness:  Vicom's Name Steven Camtton Retanonenip son
Ageimac  Sex _M Ose 8/23/89 Type Imury _Near choking, vomitipe
Body Part invotved _mouth _throat Treatmem TIOTIE
7. Descnooon of Proguct purchased: & Was the proguct «
' Damaged betore incicent? Yes=_ NoX
Aspmred belore incisent? Yes NoxX -
stuffed bear 8/88 Repared after incxdent? Y Nex_
3. Brand Name Bedtime Bear with Book 10. idenafyng Numoers, Leaers, ex.
PARFG . PA-1R8513
1. Manutacturer's Name ang Adcress 12. Osater's Name and Adoress
Tara Toy Corporation . House of Lloyd's P-arty
Hauppauge, NY 11788 (address unknown)
(street address unknown)
13. How procuct acguweda? 14. AQge of Proguct
Purchased New_X Secongd Hand __ Other 1 year
15. s product availadie for nspecDON? : . 16. Doss proguct have warmng
Yes X No : ladeis or instrucoone? Yes___ No X
Other _ - / Are M -
they avaslapie? * _ No X
17. Have you contacted the manutacturer? Y08 e NOXow 18. Co you odrect 1o he use of —— T
it not, 30 you pian 0 contact Mem? Yes ___ Nox your narne? Yes___ Nox_
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY
19, Recernng Office 20. Date Recerved 21. Recoved by 22. Reporong Office
HL 8/30/89 CTwW

2. Source ot Report

Lester __ PhoneX Vist__ Other

JoT3y

25. Follow-Up Acdon

28. Proauct Code(s)
A R
a8

EPDS

SEP £ B9

£ 207 OFCCl >/0f

28. Dismouton

29. Enaorser's Name/Title

CFSC Form 178A (Revveast A118/040

WO



Teddy bear has a 2" square story book attached to hié stomach.
Label attached to teddy bear stated: polyester fiber.

Consumer feels teddy bear should be recalled.



Conmecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
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Maryland
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Nowth ( argline
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Virgin tdanda
Weul Virginia

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
EASTERN REGIONAL CENTER

Mr. Marvin Hellerman, President
Tara Toy Corp.

40 Adams Avenue

Hauppauge,. NY 11788

Re: Case No. 900318
Dear Mr. Hellerman:

As a follow-up to a joint inspection performed on 10/10/89 with
the U.S. Customs Service in Newark, N.J. samples of your firm's #72600
Carry Case items were collected for laboratory analysis. These items
were part of a shipment imported by your firm under entry no. #K09-
0102231-7. Item #72500 (L-800-0319) was found to meet the requirements.

However, our laboratory analysis of this sample(IL~800-
0320)revealed that components-separated from all the units when
subjected to the use and abuse tests as outlined in 16 CFR 1500.52.
These components fit entirely inside the small parts cylinder as
described in 16 CFR 1501.4. These findings cause your firm's #72600
Carry Case items to be a banned hazardous substance as defined in
Section 2(q) of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act (FHSA). . Attached
for your information are copies of the FHSA, its regulations and our
laboratory findings.

We have requested the U.S. Customs Service seize the 1,800
pleces of the #72600 Carry Case items that were part of this import
shipment because the failure to comply with these requirements presents
a substantial risk of serious injury or death.

Your firm should immediately terminate the distribution of
previous shipments of the #72600 Carry Case items and take corrective
action regarding the products previously distributed. Those items
present a serious choking, aspiration, or ingestion hazard because the
components separate very easily from the toy and are small parts. The
Commission encourages your firm to voluntarily recall potentially
hazardous products which are in the chain of distribution. In this
connection we ask that you please submit a written corrective action
plan describing the actions which you plan to take.

- | q‘



-2

In this case, we request that you:
(e} Stop sale of the products.

o Provide notification to distributors and
retailers informing them of the problem,
requesting them to stop sale, and recall.

o Provide point of purchase posters to
retail customers and request that they
be displayed for not less than 120 days
at the retail outlets where the toys were
purchased.

o Issue public notice in the form of a
Joint press release.

The Commission has the authority to require that you provide
public notification that the product is banned, and repair, replace or
provide a refund for the banned product, if the Commission finds, after
affording interested persons an opportunity for a hearing, that such
corrective action is in the public interest.

Continued sale after receipt in interstate commerce of banned or
misbranded hazardous substances is prohibited by Section 4 of the
Fadsral) Hazardmae Svhstances Act and punishable by the penalties . _ . .
described in' Section 5 of the Act, which states that any person who
violates any of the provisions of Sectiaon 4 shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor. Conviction thereof will subject the responsible party to
imprisonment for not more than ninety days, but for offenses commited
with intent to defraud or mislead, or for second and subsequent
offenses, imprisonment for not more than a year. Further, under recent
legislation applicable to the FHSA maximum criminal penalties are,
$5,000 for individuals and $10,000 for or zations for first
violations; $100,000 for individuals and $200,000 for organizations for
second and subsequent offenses and for offenses committed with intent to
defraud or mislead; and $250,000 for individuals and $500,000 for
organizations for violations if a death results. ’

K1
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If you disagree with the conclusion that these products are in
violation of the Small Parts Regulations, you may submit your views on
why these products are not in violation of the regulation or why it is
not in the public interest to provide corrective action. The staff will
give full consideration to any such information submitted before
proceeding in this matter.

Our fact sheet on confidentiality is attached for your
information.

Please advise us of your plans for disposition of the toys. If
you wish to comment on our findings regarding these items, you may do so
by submitting your comments in writing within ten days of your receipt
of this letter. However, please be on notice that, Commission Staff
Policy requires all compliance matters relating to reconditioning,
destruction or export of the violative goods cited herewith to be
resolved within 90 days from the date of this notice. Failure to
resolve the matter within 90 days may result in immediate adverse
action. Your response should address the measures you propose to take
in bringing subject merchandise into compliance with the law, correction
of violative toys in your possession already in domestic commerce, the
expected timetable for correction of any future production of these, and
your intentions regarding recall, repurchase, placement or repair of the
toys already sold. You should review Section 14 of the Federal
Hazardous Substances Act before preparing your plan. Please direct your
written response and any questions to Bobert E. Moro , Smior
Compliance, Officer (212} 26)- 113w = = - T e R o

4 Sincerely,

Director
Eastern Regional Center

Enclosures
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Connecticmt
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida

Maine
Maryland
Mawvachusetts
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
North Carolina
Penrayivania
Puerto Rice

Rivede Iruland

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
EASTERN REGIONAL CENTER

(212) 264-1123

DEC4 1989

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Jeffrey Locker

Locker Greenberg & Bra1n1n, P.C.
One Penn Plaza

New York, NY 10119

Dear Mr. Llocker:

This response is a follow-up to your letter .dated 11/22/89 and
concerns the #72600 Play N Carry Cookies Shop imported by Tara Corp. ,
- Hauppauge, New York.

Your response has been evaluated and we are in total disagreement
with your position that this item is not intended for children under
three years old. It is still our pogition that the #72600 item is
intended for children under 3 years old since the product is a Sesame
Street theme and the characters are simple to use and accompanied with
a lightweight carrying case. Our analysis of the samp1e (L-800-0320)
revealed that the male snaps on the case separated in 5 of the 6 units
tested as outlined by 16 CFR 1500.52(f). These separated components
completely fit inside the cylinder described by 16 CFR 1501.4 and
their failure to comply with these requirements presents a substantial
risk of serious injury or death. )

The f1rm again is requested to implement the corrective action as
outlined in the letter of advice dated 10/23/89. .

I look forward to your prompt response in an attempt to reach a
resolution in this matter prior to this office referring this case file
to our Headquarter's for litigation consideration.

Sincerely,

T Ll 8 Mo

Robert E. Moro
Senior Compliance Officer

cc: Beatrice Palmer
U.S. Customs Service
Hemisphere Plaza :
Newark, NJ 07114 )



LOCKER GREENBERG & BRAININ, P.C.
_ATTORNEVS AT LAW

AARON LOCKER

THEODORE M GREENBERG ONE PENN PLAZA, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10119
DAVID N BRAININ (212) 594-7000
FREDERICK B. LOCKER TELECOPIER (212) 594-7356

JEFFREY M. LOCKER

November 22, 1989

Robert E. Moro )

Compliance Officer

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Six World Trade Center :

Third Floor

New York, NY 10048

Re: Sesame Street - Item #72600
Play 'n' Carry Cookie's Shop

Dear Mr. Moro:

We represent Tara Toy Corp.. We are responding to the
letter sent by your office on November 9, 1989,

We disagree with the assumption that the above product in
an item intended for children under three years of age. 1In fact,
the Sesame Street Play 'n' Carry is specifically designed and
intended for use by the older child (age 3 and up). In support of
our position, we would like to point out the following factors:

1. /The Sesame Street Play 'n' Carry requires intricate
manual dexterity, to open and close the carry case and to the role
play with the Sesame Street characters and the accompanying play
accessories in the store., The play value of this item increases
proportionately to the physical and mental development of the
child and is associated with activities of the older child.

2. Although the Sesame Street characters themselves may
appeal to the younger child, the purpose of the toy is to role
play by placing the Sesame Street characters in the store to
merchandise and sell cookies. The Play 'n' Carry is sized and
marketed to and for the older child. 1In fact a younger child
would find it cumbersome to carry the product as intended. The
product marketing incorporates play accessories suitable for
children 3 years and older which create activity play with the

Sesame Street characters. ‘
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L;ocwaa GREENBERG & BRAININ
=<

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Mr. Robert E. Moro
Page 2
November 22, 1989

The play function of the Play 'n' Carry is not adequately suited
for children under the age of 3. Such children to not possess the
requisite dexterity to open and close and carry the case let alone
play with the accompanying accessories. The company has never
received a complaint or report of injury associated with this
product. The factors discussed above clearly indicate that the
Sesame Street Play 'n' Carry is age graded in accordance with the
commission's guidelines for relating children's ages to toy
characteristics. Those guidelines state:

37 to 72 Months (3 to 6 years):

Between 3 and 6 years is the age period of peak interest
in play scenes. Preschool children enjoy playscenes of
all types - Including more familiar garages and farms,
and imaginary worlds such as space or military forts. 1In
all play scenes, children prefer a wide variety of
realistic accessories. Children can even manipulate very
small accessories, of less than 1/2" in size. Children
prefer scenes with working parts and can manage most
kinds of mechanisms that are found in play scenes .

Children in this age group can use play materials that
are somewhat more fragile because they are capable of using them
in appropriate ways. By age five children can also create their
own play.scenes (stores, houses, forts, spaceshlps) out of blocks,
cardboard boxes, etc., and use paints or crayons, to create added
effects. Paradoxically, they can therefore use both more and less
realistic equipment. They can deal with more parts and more
fragile pieces, but they can also construct and pretend more—
effectively with simple materials.

Role playing materials appropriate for younger children
are also usefull for preschoolers, but they can use more, and more
detailed equipment...More elaborate tea, cooking, pastry and dish
washing sets are now enjoyed. Children very much enjoy costumes
and preps for a variety of dramatic roles (cosmetic kits,
doctor/nurse klts, toy camera, walkie talkie, helmets, toy
guns,...cash register, play money, and other materials for playing
store) train, plane, etc. They like play stages such as a

fold-away play store, but are also able to construct their own out
of blocks or cartons. Guidelines fo relating children's ages to

toy characteristics contract NO. CPSC-85-1089. ;

\
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l:p‘CKER GREENBERG & BRAININ
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Mr. Robert E. Moro
Page 3
November 22, 1989

Without prejudice to our position that the product is
intended for children under three, our client will not sell or
distribute these products pending resolution of this matter.

I look forward to your response.

Very/ truly yours,

7 . Al

Jeffrey M. Locker
JML:rw

cc: Bruce Pearl
Tara Toys Corp.

T AT e e - . .. ——
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
EASTERN REGIONAL CENTER

Mr. Marvin Hellerman, President
Tara Toy Corp.

40 Adams Avenue

Hauppauge, NY 11738

Re: Case No. 900318
Dear Mr., Hellerman:

As a follow-up to a joint inspection performed on 10/10/89 with
the U.S. Customs Service in Newark, N.J. samples of your firm's #72600
Carry Case items were collected for laboratory analysis. These items
were part of a shipment imported by your firm under entry no. #K09-
0102231-7. Item #72500 (1-800-0319) was found to meet the requirements.

However, our laboratory analysis of this sample(L-800-
0320)revealed that components separated from all the units when
subjected to the use and abuse tests as outlined in 16 CFR 1500.52.
These components fit entirely inside the small parts cylinder as
described in 16 CFR 1501.4. These findings cause your firm's #72600
Carry Case items to be a banned hazardous substance as defined in

“'section 2(q) of the Federal Hazardous Substares acc THSAJ. —Attadiedr - —

for your information are copies of the FHSA, its regulations and our
laboratory findings.

We have requested the U.S. Customs Service seize the 1,800
pieces of the #72600 Carry Case items that were part of this import
shipment because the fallure to comply with these requirements presents
a substantial risk of serious injury or death.

Your firm should immediately terminate the distribution of
previous shipments of the #72600 Carry Case items and take corrective
action regarding the products previously distributed. Those items
present a serious choking, aspiration, or ingestion hazard because the
components separate very easily from the toy and are small parts. The
Cormission encourages your firm to voluntarily recall potentially
hazardous products which are in the chain of distribution. In this
connection we ask that you please submit a written corrective action
plan describing the actions which you plan to take. \°
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In this case, we request that you:
o Stop sale of the products.

(o} Provide notification to distributors and
retailers informing them of the problem,
requesting them to stop sale, and recall.

o Provide point of purchase posters to
retail customers and request that they
be displayed for not less than 120 days
at the retail outlets where the toys were
purchased.

o Issue public notice in the form of a
Jjoint press release,

The Commission has the authority to require that you provide
public notification that the product is banned, and repair, replace or
provide a refund for the banned product, if the Commission finds, after
affording interested persons an opportunity for a hearing, that such
corrective action is in the public interest.

Continued sale after receipt in interstate commerce of banned or
misbranded hazardous substances is prohibited by Section 4 of the
Federal Hazarduus Subsiainves ACT ahd puliisnadle by the penalties
described in Section 5 of the Act, which states that any person who
violates amf of the provisions of Section 4 shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor. Conviction thereof will subject the responsible party to
imprisonment for not more than ninety days, but for offenses commited
with intent to defraud or mislead, or for second and subsequent
offenses, imprisonment for not more than a year. Further, under recent
legislation applicable to the FHSA maximum criminal penalties are,
$5,000 for individuals and $10,000 for organizations for first
violations; $100,000 for individuals and $200,000 for organizations for
second and subsequent offenses and for offenses comnitted with intent to-
defraud or mislead; and $250,000 for individuals and $500,000 for

organizations for violations if a death results.
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If you disagree with the conclusion that these products are in
violation of the Small Parts Regulations, you may submit your views on
why these products are not in violation of the regulation or why it is
not in the public interest to provide corrective action. The staff will
glve full consideration to any such information submitted before
proceeding in this matter.

Our fact sheet on confidentiality is attached for your
information. .

Please advise us of your plans for disposition of the toys. If
you wish to comment on our findings regarding these items, you may do so
by submitting your comments in writing within ten days of your receipt
of this letter. However, please be on notice that, Commission Staff
-Policy requires all compliance matters relating to reconditioning,
destruction or export of the violative goods cited herewith to be
resolved within 90 days from the date of this notice. Failure to
resolve the matter within 90 days may result in immediate adverse
action. Your response should address the measures you propose to take
in bringing subject merchandise into compliance with the law, correction
of violative toys in your possession already in domestic commerce, the
expected timetable for correction of any future production of these, and
your intentions regarding recall, repurchase, placement or repair of the
toys already sold. You should review Section 14 of the Federal
Hazardous Substances Act before preparing your plan. Please direct your
written response and any questions to Robert E. Moro , Senior

Compiiance, Officer (212) 264-1123. - S
g Sincerely,
Director

Eastern Regional Center

Enclosures

o



FIELD ACTIVITY COVERSHEET o

1. REGION/STATE 2. OPERATION (Check One) 3. DATE
(X ) Inspection - ( ) Establishment Visit 1/11/90
FOER _ E ; &el"eel-:hme Contact () Investigation 4. NUMBER (For RO Uss)
N=2309

S. ESTABUSHMENT

Name Tara Toys
Address 40 Adams Avenue
City Hauppauge State  NY -Zip 11788 Telephone No>16-273-8697
8. RELATED FIRM ( )Parent ( ) Headquarters ( ) Subsidiary ( )Other
Name i City State
7. PRODUCTS COVERED . 8. OTHER CONSUMER PRODUCTS
#72600 Play N Carry Cookie Shop Toys
9. ESTABLISHMENT TYPE 10. ANNUAL PRODUCTION -
(x ) Manufacturer (x ) Importer Product Covered $ Units
() Wholesaler () Own Label Distributor ..Other Products $ Units
( ) Retailer ( ) Repackager
( ) Other
11. L.S. BUSINESS = 12. SAMPLES COLLECTED 13. MIS CODE 14. HOURS
% Received _______ Activity
% Shipped ______ None . 33698 - Travel

15. REASON FOR ACTIVITY (Assignment Reference)
900318 ; . -

16. ANNOUNCED ( ) Rationale for Announced Inspection
UNANNOUNCED ( X)

17. EMPLOYEE'S NAME TITLE . SIGNATURE
Beverly J. Kohen - ‘ Investigotar - - &
{ 2 l ‘ %} \_\ -

'18.( ) ENDORSEMENT ( ) REMARKS () SUMMARY ( ) OTHER_

This inspeétion was conducted as a follow-up to the firm's refuseal to recall item
$72600 Play N Carry Cookie Shop (L-800-0319) which was the subject of our LOA of 10/23/89.

The inspection revealled that the firm has’stopped 'dis'tri_bu.tion'of 'th? subjegt.i‘tg;n
and is holding 2304 pieces pending destruction. The firm has not changed its position te
recall. ’ . .

- -

FLU: Refer to FOER Compliance

19. REVIEWER'S NAME TITLE SIGNATURE
Gilbert Bodin Supervisory Investigator W 7.2
20. REVIEW DATE 21, DISTRIBUTION
1/25/90 Orig: EF \
cc: RD, CARM, Comp. Reading, GB, BK




Tara Toys

40 Adams Ave.
Hauppauge, N.Y. 11788
1/11/90 - BJK

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS:

This inspection was conducted under N#309 for FOER
compl iance. Its purpose was to follow up on samplie L-800-0320 of
#72600, Play N Carry Cookie Shop, which had been collected during
operation Toyland.

The firm has 2304 pieces in stock which it plans to destroy
under CPSC supervision. The firm will not agree to a consumer

level recall, as it has not received any complaints about the
item.

I examined the firm’s entire line which consists of stuffed
toys, Sesame Street figures, and carrying cases. I screened
#13500, Wood-Mobiles, for small parts, but did not find any. I
examined the poseable figures which are mostly molded; there are
no small parts. Item #72500, Mini Play N’ Carry, a similar case
to #72600, had already passed CPSC testing, so I did not collect
a sample. The firm imports ten percent of its line which
consists of finished products. The remainder is purchased
domestically in pieces, and assembled by the firm.

COMPL IANCE HISTORY:

The firm was last inspected in April 1987. This inspection
resulted in the recall of #71000, Sesame Street Poseable Dolls.

STRUCTURE OF FIRM:

The private firm was incorporated in 1977, in New York
State. It does approximately $15 million in sales annually. Its
officers are:

Bruce Pearl - President
Donald Pearlstein - Executive Vice President

The firm has a showroom at 200 F{fth Ave., New York, NY in
addition to its corporate offices and warehouse located in
Hauppauge, NY.

The firm imports finished products, and also sells
domestically manufactured {tems.
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Page 2 Tara Toys

PERSON INTERVIEWED:

On January 11, 1990, I entered the firm and presented Bruce
Pearl, President, with credentials and a Notice of Inspection.
He supplied a1l of the information in this report.

COMPLAINT FILES:

The firm does not maintain a complaint file except for one
which contains complaints it receives from the CPSC. Mr. Pearl
stated the firm has never received any injury complaints on any
item, including #72600.

We have a record of three complaints on the firm’s
products, one of which resulted in the recall of #71000, Sesame
Street Poseable Dolls. The second complaint was on a block set
which contained a small part and has been discontinued. The
third compliaint was on an item that contained a Fabric Small
Part.

PRODUCT LIABILITY INSURANCE:

The firm’s insurance carrier is General Accident, Melville,
NY.

«

QUALITY CONTROL:;

7
The imported items are tested in labs overseas, while the

domestic products are tested in labs located in the United
States. All items are tested for compliance with CPSC

regulations.

PRODUCT LINE:

The firm imports ten percent of its line as finished
products. The remainder are purchased domestically in parts
which are then assembled in an assembly line fashion at the
firm’s warehouse. | observed the assembly line for, carrying
case for cars. The inside of the case was placed inside, and
then the case was packaged. '

Most of the firm’s business is in empty carrying cases for
dolls, cars, figures, and baseball cards. It also sell Sesame
Street Figures; it is licensed by Sesame Street. It has several
stuffed toys available as well.



Page 3 Tara Toys

The discontinued {items are crossed off in the catalog (exhibit
#1). | screened #13500, Wood-Mobiles, for small parts, but did
not find any. The poseable figures are molded, and do not have
any small parts that separate when they were screened. Item
#72500, Mini Play N’ Carry, had already been tested by CPSC, and
passed. This is similar to #72600, the larger version of the
case that failed when tested.

ITEM #72600:

The firm had this item tested for children over three which
is why it was unaware of the small parts hazard. | showed Mr.
Pearl our letter to the firm’s attorney dated 12/4/89 which
reinstated the Commission’s position as to the item being for
children under three. This was a response to the attorney’s

answer to our LOA. He was unaware of this letter, and phoned his
attormey as soon as I left to request that the letter be
answered. FOER received an answer, and responded back on
1/16/90.

Mr. Pearl showed me the 2304 pieces that the firm is
holding in its warehouse. The firm has not distributed any
pieces of the item since its receipt of the LOA.

The firm is not willing to recall the item from its
distributors, however, it is willing to destroy its inventory.

The firm haé sold this item for approximately one year. A
list of consignees is shown in exhibit #2.

The firm has had the case redesigned to eliminate the small
part. Mr. Pearl showed me a prototype of the new model which
will also be given a new model number. The latch that was the
small part on the original version, no longer exists. Exhibit #3
is a copy of the test result for this item. The firm has not
begun importing it as of the time of this inspection.

PROMOTION:

The firm does notadvertise. It has a catalog, a showroom
in Manhattan, and employs sales representatives.

0



Page 4 Tara Toys

DISCUSSION WITH MANAGEMENT:

Mr. Pearl was fully cooperative throughout the inspection.
He maintained his position that a consumer level recall is
unnecessary on item #72600, as there have been no complaints or
injuries the firm is aware of. He does plan to destroy the 2304
pieces in stock, under CPSC supervision.

EXHIBITS:

1- Catalog
2— Customer list for #72600
3 - Test results for new model of #72600

~ = e e - © et v R AT . i
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An‘ .
SCHEDULE OF CUSTOMERS PURCHASING ITEM §72600 PLAY 'N CARRY
AAFES BEADQUARTERS 180 Pilaces PACIFIC TOY HOUSE 48 Pleces
AMERICAN INT'I. SUPPLY 12 Pilaces PROMISES FULFILLED 30 Piecesn
BEN PFRANKLIN 12 Places PELHAM BAY TOY 12 Pleces
BLAIN BUPPLY, INC. 270 Pleces RICKS BARGAINS UNLTD. 36 Pigcesa
SEN-LEE 36 Pleces LAVERNE ENTERPRISES 6¢ Pleces
CENTURY MDSE CORP, 12 Places BESAME PLACE 144 Pleces
CLOVER STORES ) 516 Plecen SINGER & COMPANY § Pleces
CORONET WAREKOQOUSE 36 Piaces SPEIGEL, INC. 06 Plarces
COTTER & COMPANY 24 Pleces ST. PAUL BOOK & S8TA. 60 Pieces
DELUXE NOVELTY 12 Plecas SMILING BUNKY'S TQOY 12 Pieces
DUANE SALES INC. 24 Pleces SCARSDALE CHILD PLAY ‘7 ®igcas
EVERGREEN SUPPLY 24 Piaces SQLOMON: .BALES R 1 Y-
FANARO BROTHERS 12 Pieces TREASURE COVE ! C.aces
FARRINGTON SQUARE 12 Pleces TOY TOWN & F.eces
FLZET WHSL SUPPLY CO. 486 Pieces TOY HAVEN € P.ecos
HARDWARE HANK 6 Pileces UNITED BABY STORES 48 Piecen
HIDEAKAY TOYS, INC, 24 Pleces ‘ AMES GENERAL CFF, 1,B0C Fisces
HOGAN'S VIDEO 12 Pieces BADDOUR WHOLESALE 720 Pleces
J Z H TOYS, INC. 12 Plecan BOBCOV'E 360 Piecasn
JUVENILE SALES CO. 96 Pieces FEDCO, INC, 216 Piaces
JOERUA TRET TOYS, INC. ¢ Pieces. HALF PRICE STORES 6CC Pleces
Fins JAYSON'S TOY CENTER 12 Places KAY-BZE TOY & HCBBRY 32,000 Pleces
% TUK, BT O ettt '? Piemma  LONG ISLAND CONSQORT, 84C Pleces
fﬁ XIDS & STUFF . 6 Pleces G. C. MURPHY ' - 264 Pleces ..
. KRAYNAKS, INC. g 24 Places PACIFIC BROKERAGE 168 Plsces
LA TOYS ETCETRA 24 Pleces RICH'S 300 Pleces
¥. H, LANSTON, INC. 136 Pieces LASH TAMARON (TRU)48,992 Pieces
LEITZINGERS DEPT. STORE 12 Pilacas TOYE 'R U8 INT'L, 792 Pieces
M. D, MYER COMPANY 6§96 Plecesn YVENTURE 1,200 Pileces
MAC'S TOY WORLD" - 48 Pleces P. W, WOOLWORTH 2,634 Plecesn
MERCHANTS WEST, INC. 360 Plecss ZAYRE CORP. 1:224 Places
MID~-STATES DIST. CO. 18 Pisces .
MR. G'S FOR: KIDS 48 Pieces
MODECRAFT FASHIONS - 828 Pileces
MA-ST CORPORATION 84 Piaces
NAVY RESALE & SERV. OPF, 24 Pieces
NORKUS BROTHERS, INC. 12 Places

\(4
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L +ACTS TESTING LADS (H....) LTD. |

SOMA INTERNATIONAL LTD. December 8, 1089
TECHNICAL REPORT 9H-6841-6844
Page Two

1) BESULTS:

A) AGE _GRADE (ASTM Fg€3-88 Section 56)

At the request of the client, the samples were evaluated for chlidren 18 months and up.

B) USE AND ABUSE TESTS

1. Ilmpacl Teat (FHSA, Section 1200 32(b))
The samples were dropped four times from a height of 3.0 feet onto the specliied:
Impact surface. No Small Objects, Sharp Edges, nor Sharp Points were revealed.

2. Iorque Tesl (FHSA, Saection 1500 53(a))
All graspable components of the samples were subjected 10 4 Inch-pounds of torque
for ten seconds In a clockwise and counterclockwise direction. No Small Objects,
Sharp Edges, nor Sharp Polnts were revealed.

3. Ienslon Test (FHSA Section 1500.53(0)
All graspable components ol the samples were subjected (0 15 pounds of lension for
ten seconds In a parallel and perpendicular direction using a calibrated tension gauge.
No Small Objects, Sharp Edges, nor Sharp Polnts were revealed.

4. Comoression Test (FHSA, Section 1500.53(g))
The samples were subjected 10 30 pounds of ciipivedlas fo. lon cotende en ot aronr — -
that were Inaccessible to flat surface contact during the Impact Test. No Small
Objacts, éharp Edges, nor Sharp Poinls were revealed.

—_

Y e e gmer. o

C) HINGE LINE CLEABANCE (ASTM Fp63-86. Section 4.152)

The hinge lines of the samples were evaluated for proper clearances. This requirement
is intended to prevent potentlal pinching and laceration hazards associated with the
changing clearances along a hinge line belween a stationary portion and a movable
portion of a toy that weighs more than 0.6 pound. This Section requires that the
cloarance between the stationary and movable portions shall be constructed so that if
the clearances will admit a 3/16 inch dlameter rod, it must wlso admit a 1/2 Inch
diameter rod at all positons of the hinge.

The samples MEET the requirement of this section.

W\



ACTS TESTING LABS (i) LTD.

BRERBRE(ZFEB)ARLE

2/F, 212 CHOI HUNG ROAD. SAN PO KONGQ, KOWLOON, HONG KONG. TEL. {3) 3518556 FAX- (3) 3618A%

Cx\o1 bt #73

Tora Touvs
B3k o

TECHNICAL REPORT 0H.8841.8844 December 6. 1989

BOMA INTERNATIONAL LTO.
6F., Tower |,

South Seas Centre,

76 Mody Road,

TST East,

Kowloon

Altn, : Ms, Betty Chan

SUBJECT .

Evaluation eight (2 x 4 styles) SESAME STREET LARGE PLAY N' CARRY SET TOYS recelved on
November 24, 19889.

INTRODUCTION ©

Al the request of the cllent, the samples were evaluvated for mechanical hazards for children 18 months
and up according to the Federal Hazardous Bubstances Acl, Title 18, Code of Federal Regulations, Part
150011, and ASTM F983-88, "Standard Consumer Safety Speclfication on Toy Safety".

Sample Description : SESAME BTREET LARGE PLAY N' CARRY SET- Litlle Theater
Cookle's Shop
School House
Day Camp

Vendor ‘ ) IS .

Model/Style/Lot No. 1 72800

Origin ¢ China

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ¢

The samples MEET the mechanical hazards requirements of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act, Title
16, Code of Federal Regulations, Parl 1500./f, and ASTM F963-86, "Standard Consumer Safely
Speclfication on Toy Bafety®, for children 18 months and up.

ACTS TESTING LABS (H.K) LID.

Mark H. Hudson .
Managing Director
MHH/wy \ \



U.S. GOVERNMENT U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT
MEMORANDUM SAFETY COMMISSION

Date: FEB 1 5 19qn

TO 2 Division of Regulatory Management
FROM H Richard D. Swackhamer
Regional Director, FOER
SUBJECT: Litigation Proceeding Recommendation
Re: Tara Toy Corporation

Hauppauge, NY 11788
Case No. 900318

SUMMARY

Tara Toys Corporation, 40 Adams Avenue, Hauppauge, New York
imported and distributed a product identified as Model 72600
Sesame Street Play N’ Carry Cookies Shop Carry Case. The male
snap on the case separates under the tension forces outlined by
16 CFR 1500.52(f) and are Small Parts as outlined by 16 CFR 1501.
The case also has sharp points as outliined by 16 CFR 1500.48 {in
ite ~riasimal condition.

L T T T S,

Tara Toy Corporation is incorporated in the State of New
York since 1977. Bruce Pearl {s identified as President of the
firm.

CHRONOL OGY

10/10/89 - A sample of the Modela72600 Item
(L-800-0320) {s collected as part of
Operation Toyland I1l Newark. ..

-cont{nued-

\\



Division of Regulatory Management
Re: Tara Toy Corporation Page 2

10/13/89

10/16/89

10/23/89
11/9/89

11/22/89

12/4/89

1/11/90

1/11/90

ESEL Analysis of L-800~0320 shows the
product has small parts and sharp points.

CARM Assessment of L-800-0320 shows that
the Model 72600 is intended for children
under 3 years old. This assessment
recommends seizure of the import shipment
of 1,800 units and a consumer level recall
of previously distributed units.

FOER issues LOA to firm.
U.S. Customs issues seizure notice to firm.

J. Locker identifies himself as counsel
for the firm. He contends that the
product is not intended for children
under 3 and refuses to recall.

FOER issues letter to firm providing the
CPSC age determination criteria.

The firm is inspected and results showed
that they sold a total of 48,684 pieces
from June to September 1989. They have
no intention of implementing a recall
SInce Liley hever veceived any complaints
or reports of injury. It should be noted
for the record that the firm’s name does
appear on the product, however, it —
fails to list an address, city, and state.

J. Locker provides a response outliining
the firm’s desire to destroy its current
inventory of approximately 2,300 pfeces.
The response outlines the firm’s
prospective corrections, however, does
not address the recall {ssue.

-cont i nued-

\\



Division of Regulatory Management
Re: Tara Toy Corporation Page 3

1/16/90 - FOER issues the firm a letter
requesting specifics on its
destruction proposal and informing
them that we are terminating our
efforts to work out a recall program.

2/13/90 - Robert Moro telephoned Jeffrey Locker
and informed him that we still had not
received a response to the 1/16/90 letter.
Jeffrey Locker stated that he will check
with firm on destruction. He also stated
that the firm will not recall.

RECOMMENDATION

FOER takes the position that Tara Toy Corporation has
knowingly violated the Small Parts regulation outlined by
16 CFR 1501. The male snap on the case separated from the
product at minimum tension forces and completely fit inside the
small parts cylinder. The #72600 item is intended for children
under 3 years old since it is a "Sesame Street" theme and the
characters are simple to use and accompanied with a 1ight weight
carrying case.

Since the firm has absolutely no intention of implementing
a recall program to retrieve the 48,684 pieces sold between June
and September of 1989, FOER strongly recommends that the
Commission pursue administrative litigation proceedings against
Tara Toys Corporation in accordance with Section 15(d) of the
FHSA. —

_—
Prepared By: } ;AZJ C‘tM'\o

Robert E. Moro
Senior Compliance Officer

Date: zﬁg 90 -

Approved By:

fchard D.
Director
Eastern Regional Cenjer q
Date: 2-20-2° \

FOER:REM:mp
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U.S. GOVERNMENT ' U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT
MEMORANDUM ' SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20207

Date: SEP 1 0 19&0

T0 : The Fitle
FROM 2 Eastern Regional Center
SUBJECT: "No Action Indicated™ Classification
Case Delegation Authority.
A. FIRM
TARA Toys Corp.
40 Adams Avenue
Hauppauge, NY 11788
Case Tracking No. 900318
B. PRODUCT/VIOLATION

This case was generated as a result of OTL - Newark and the
firm’s #72600 item was found in violation of 16 CFR 1501.

C. CLASSIFICATION/JUSTIFICATION

This case is being classified as "No Action Indicated"
because CAAL concluaco»lhottro—cooo—2dt% o oz the merits for -
litigation. This office monitored the destruction of the firm’s
inventory. 7

- enares o | A T

Robert E. Moro
Senfor Compliance Officer

Date: 7‘/7‘44 /)
Approved By:" /[ ' L7 ~
fchard D. Swackhamer
Director

Eastern Regional Center

Date: /’ o-4r

FOER:REM:RDS:mp “4
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FIELD ACTIVITY COVERSHEET

1. REGION/STATE 2. OPERATION (Check One) 3. DATE
( ) Inspection ( ) Establishment Visit 7/31/90
FOER gx ;mﬁ“&%&&%"&m () Investigation 4. NUMBER (For RO Use)
N #645
S. ESTABUSHMENT
ESTNN“o Tara Toy Corp.
Address 40 Adams Ave.
City Hauppauge State _NY Zp_11788  Telephone No.
8. RELATED FIRM ( ) Parent ( ) Headquarters ( ) Subsidiary ( ) Other -
Name City State
8. OTHER CONSUMER PRODUCTS
7 PRODUCE Sy Case #72600
9. ESTABUSHMENT TYPE 10. ANNUAL PRODUCTION
( ) Manufacturer ( x ) Importer Product Covered $ Units
( ) Wholesaler ( ) Own Label Distributor Other Products $ Units
( ) Retailer ( ) Repackager
( ) COther
11.1.S. BUSINESS 12. SAMPLES COLLECTED 13. MIS CODE 14. HOURS 6
% Received _____ Actmty_s_

15. REASON FOR ACTIVITY (Assignment Referencs)
900318

16. ANNOUNCED (X ) Rationale for Announced inspection

UNANNOUNCED ( ) Arranged time for destruction

e

/

This inspection was conducted to witness by compaction the destruction of 2532
pieces of item #72600, carry case to set.

Follow-up: Refer to FOER Compliance -

vb

17. EMPLOYEE'S NAME _ TIME . SIGNATURE
Beverly J. Kohen‘ . Investigator [Pa %_X /4 /_ -
'18.( ) ENDORSEMENT | )'nsumxs ( )summv ( ) OTHER

19. REVIEWER'S NAME ' TITLE SIGNATURE

20. REVIEW DATE - 21. DISTRIBUTION

Z/ZY%’O O: EF cc: DD, Compliance, BK, GB, Reading

Gilbert Bodin Supv. Investigator /ﬁ{m/- W

CPSC’FORM NQ..167 (Revised 8/86)



Tara Toy Corp.

40 Adams Ave.
Hauppauge, NY. 11788
BJK 7/31/90

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS:

This inspection was conducted under N#645 for FOER
Compliance. It’s purpose was to witness the destruction of the
firm’s #72600, carry case toy set. Part of the handle broke off
the case and was found to be a small part. The firm was holding
2532 pieces in it’s warehouse, and agreed to destroy them.

On July 31, 1990, 1 entered the firm and presented Bruce
Pearl, President, with credentials and a Notice of Inspection.
He showed me the stock of #72600, and I confirmed that there were
approximately 2532 pieces. I remained to witness the destruction
by compaction of the units. After being compacted, the crushed
boxes were tied up and placed in a trash bin which is emptied
periodically by & garbage company. Mr. Pearl signed an affidavit
stating that the pieces were destroyed.

EXHIBITS:

1. Photographs
2. Affidavit
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FIELD ACTIVITY COVERSHEET

18.( ) ENDORSEMENT

which was imported by

1. REGION/STATE 2. OPERATION (Check One) 3. DATE
(*¥ Inspection ( ) Establishment Visit 11/4/91
( ) Teisphone Contact ( ) Investigation
FOER () Other 4. NUMBER (For RO Uss)
E920017
5. ESTABLISHMENT .
Name Tara Toy Corporation
Address 40 Adams Avenue
City Hauppauge, State NY  Zip_ 11788 Telephone No. 516-273-8697
8. RELATED FIRM ( )Parent ( ) Headquarters ( )Subsidiary = ( ) Other -
Name City State
7. PRODUCTS COVERED 8. OTHER CONSUMER PRODUCTS
Item #75110 —IOYS )
9. ESTABLISHMENT TYPE . 10. ANNUAL PRODUCTION .
( )Manufacturer ( ) Importer Product Covered $ Units
{ ) Wholesaler ( ) Own Label Distributor Other Products § Units
( ) Retailer ( ) Repackager
{ )OCther .
11. LS. BUSINESS 12. SAMPLES COLLECTED 13. MIS CODE 14, HOURS
% Received Activity __g_ —
% Shipped None 33698 Travel _2_____
15. REASON FOR ACTIVITY (Assignment Reference)
E920017
16. ANNOUNCED () Rationale for Announced Inspaection
UNANNOUNCED ( X)
17. EMPLOYEE'S NAME TIMLE SIGNATURE
Beverly J. Kohen - | Investigator e o }L%\._/_ -
(/) REMARKS () SUMMARY ( ) OTHER_

Follow-up: Refer to FOER Compliance.

This inspection was conducted as a follow-up to Operation Toyland Sample M-800-9306
iepheﬂ‘ Dist., Brooklyn, New York but labeled as Tara Toy Corp..
The inspection revealed that in this instance Tara Toy acted as a representative in that
they had the product manufactured for them under their label. To date shipments have
gone to 10 different customers who in each instance acted as the importer of record.
Tara Toy has not been the importer of record for this product since the item began to
be distributed in August 1991.
The firm indicated to our investigator that they are the responsible firm and any com—
pliance activities involving products under their label should be directed to them.

19. REVIEWER'S NAME

TIMLE SIGNATURE
Supv. Investigator AM

Gilbert Bodin :
20, REVIEW DATE - 21. DISTRIBUTION 4
11/14/91 O:EF, DD, COMPLIANCE, CERM, GB, BK

. CPSC FORM NO. 167 (Revised 8/86)
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Tara Toy Corporation

40 Adams Avenue
Hauppauge, New York 11788
11/4/91- BJK

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS:

This inspection was conducted under E920017 as a follow-up
to Operation Toyland. Samples of item #75110, Push Power Sesame
Street Toys were collected under M-800-9306/9307/9308. Each
Sample Number was a different style under the same item number.
All three samples failed. The importer was Shepher Distribution
and Sales Corporation, Brooklyn, New York, however, Tara Toy
Corporation appeared on the toy’s box. The purpose of this
inspection was to determine Tara Toy Corp.’s role in this item.

The firm started distributing this toy in August, 1991. To
date, all sales have been FOB Hong Kong, and the ten customers
have been the importers of record. The firm has sold 44,376
pieces, and has no open orders.

The item includes three different toys which are sold to
distributors as an assortment, however, consumers can purchase
each style separately. The firm has not received any complaints
regarding item #75110.

The firm had the item tested by a 1ab, and the item passed
use and abuse tests.

’

No samples were collected because the Tirm has not directly

“imported this item to date. The Frin~is 1NUL cApELLIlYg Lo & cudl vE

any shipments ip the near future but is willing to send some
production samples to the CPSC for testing. The firm is the
responsible party for this toy, and would handle a recall.

COMPI IANCE HISTORY:

The firm was inspected in April, 1987. That inspection
resulted in the recall of the firm’s #71000, Sesame Street
Poseable Dolls. The firm was again inspected in January, 1990 as
a follow—-up to Sample §#L-800-0320, #72600 Play N Carry Cookie
Shop. The item failed small parts testing, and the firm destroyed
its stock of the item. The item was re-designed to eliminate the
small part. )

A



Page 2
STRUCTURE OF FIRM:

The private firm was incorporated in 1977, in New York
State. It does approximately $15, million in sales annually. Its
officers are:

Bruce Pearl - President
Donald Pearlistein - Executive Vice President.

The firm has a showroom at 200 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY
in addition to its corporate offices and warehouse located in
Hauppauge, New York.

The firm imports Tinished products, sells domestically
manufactured items, and acts as a sales agent for items
manufactured overseas to its specifications, but imported by
individual customers. The Tirm has a license to sell Sesame
Street Toys.

PERSON INTERVIEWED:

On November 4, 1991, I entered the firm, and presented
Michael Seller, controller, with credentials and a Notice of
Inspection. He supplied all of the information in this report.
There have been no changes since the inspection conducted on
January 11, 1990.

ITEM #75110

This is a new item the firm distributes, and is not
pictured in Exhibit #1, the Ffirm’s catalog. The firm sold the
Tirst pieces in August, 1991. The item will a@ppear in the 1992
catalog which will be available in March, 1992.

While the firm is responsible for this {tem, it has not yet
imported it directly. All sales of the item have been FOB Hong
Kong. Each customer has been the importer of records and the firm
has acted as a sales agent. This item is manufactured by Soma,
International, Hong Kong, to the firm’s specifications. No other
Tirm in the United States distributes this toy. :

Y 4
Vv’



Page 3

Model #75110 called "Push Power has three different toys.
The first is Big Bird on a fire engine, the second is Cookie
Monster on a truck, and the third is Ernie on an airplane. The
three toys are sold as an assortment under the model number. Each
carton is packed with all three shipping types in it. Consumers
can purchase each style separately.

DISTRIBUTION:

From August 6, 1991 to September 12, 1991, the Tirm has
sold 44,376 pieces. There are no open orders at this time. The
Tirm’s ten customers and the gquantity purchased by each one is
shown in Exhibit #2 and listed below. Included on this list is
Shepher Distribution and Sales Corporation, the importer whom the
original sample was collected tTrom.

NAME DATE QUANTITY PURCHASED
1) Boscov’s S/4/91 900
Reading, PA
2) Long Island Consortium 9/9/91 1,260
Holbrook, NY
3) Marbal Drug Corp. 8/8/91 720
Middleburg Heights, OH
4) Ocean State Jobbers 8/7/91 1,188
M.~ Kimgstown, R.I. . . - .
5) Roses Stores 8/9/91 3.036
Henderson, NC
6) Shepher Distribution 8/14/91 1,440
Brooklyn, NY
7) Super Dollar Discount 8/8/91 ' 1,800
8) Thrift Drug 9/15/91 2,052

Pittsburgh, PA

S) Lash Tamaron 9/12/91 20,400
DBA/Toys R’US
Paramus, N.J.

10) Woolworth Co. 8/15/91 5,580
New York, NY
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QUALITY CONTROL :

The Tirm supplied a copy of the test report for this toy.
It is dated July 31, 1991, and indicates that the toy passed
testing under 1500.52 and 1500.53. This report is shown in
Exhibit #3. No complaints have been made concerning this item.

No samples were collected since the Tirm has no stock of
the toy. The firm is not expecting to receive any shipments as of
now, and there are no open orders.

Many times each customer requests a separate test report
Tfor each production run and the Tirm will comply with these
requests.

COMPLAINT FILES:

The firm does not maintain a complaint file except for one
which contains complaints it receives trom the CPSC. Mr. Sekke
stated the Tirm has never received any injury complaints on any
item, including #75110..

We have a record of three complaints on the Tirm’s
products, one of which resuited in the recall of #71000, Sesame
Street Poseable Dolls. The second compiaint was on a block set
which contained a small part and has been discontinued. The third
complaint was on an item that contained a Fabric Small Part.

PRODUCT LIABILITY INSURANCE:

The firm’s insurance carrier is General Accident, Melville,
New York.

PRODUCT LINE:

The Tfirm imports ten percent of its line as finished
products. The remainder are purchased domestically in parts which
are then assembled in an assembly line fashion at the firm’s
warehouse. '

Most of the firm’s business is in empty carrying cases for
dolis, cars, figures, and baseball cards. It also sell Sesame
Street figures; it is licensed by Sesame Street. It has several
stuffed toys available as well.

q
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Should there be a recail on the "Push Power" toy, the firm
would be responsible for the recall. No other U.S. company
distributes this item in the country, as the item is manufactured
to the firm’s specifications.

DISCUSSION WITH MANAGEMENT:

Mr. Seller stated that the firm could arrange to have some
production run units brought in for sampling. I told him not to
at this point. Mr. Seller knew nothing about the sample failure
from Shepher Distributors but stated it was possible that Mr.
Pearil, the President, who was out of the office may have been
aware of the situation.

EXHIBITS:
1. Catalog
2. Customer List

3. Test Report.

Beverly J. Kohen/ds
Investigator
FOER
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
EASTERN REGIONAL CENTER

RPR 23 1992

CERTIFIED MAIL ~ RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms. Carolyn Slovis

Locker Greenberg & Brainin
One Penn Plaza

New York, NY 10119

Re: Tara Toy Corporation
Cases 92G035 and 92G052
“Sesame Street Nursery Bet”
Model #71700

Dear Carolyn:

Thank you for your letter of April 15 on the Sesame Street
Nursery Set, Model 71700 with Big Biri, Stroller, Rocking Horse
and bear cub (Case 92G052).

Your client’s recall notification letter is satisfactory.

As we have discussed the recall notification letter issued
on the Sesame /Street Nursery Set, Model 71700 with Ernie Finger
Puppet, Bath Tub, Duck and Swing (Case 92G035) was not
satisfactory since it failed to address the necessity of a second
level recall for consignees which may have distributed the
product to retail level consignees of their own.

Attached . is a suggested recall notification letter. It is
requested that this letter be considered, with any changes you
may request, for distribution to all consignees which received
the prior notice.

— -~

s.tnccrc.l Yo !-/

/ L——— (" ﬂ
. \/ Steven Garitta v
’ Compliance Officer \

FOER :SG:mp




IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTICE

Re: Recall "Sesame Street Nursery Set”
Style No. 71700 which contains Ernie

finger puppet, bath tub, duck and swing i

>'l:)ear Distributor/Store Manager:

You were previodsly sent a letter of December 16, 1991 notifying you of our
voluntary recall of the above identified product in cooperstion with the U.S. Consumer
Froduct Safety Conmission.

That letter informed you that CPSC has determined that this product is appropriate
for chiidren under three years of age and that conponents on the bath tub may separate
thereby exposzing a part which nay be small enough to present potential choking
hazard to young chiidren under the age of three.

Our Deceaber )oétih letter requested that you stop selling this product imnediateiy
it you had any of these in stock.

That letter also included & "Notice of Recali" poster to be displayed for at least
120 days.

Our Leceniber 16, 193] ietter nay not have been ciear in informing you that this
recall is to include quantities which your firm nay have distributed to other firns as
weil a5 auantities wihich you nay have sold at retaii levei if you are a retailer.

Tne "nNctice of Rec3ll1” poster is intended to notify consumers who nay have
purchased this product previously. It should be displaved for & ninimum of 120 days if
you are s retsiier. However if you are a distributor you should Issue this recall
letter and copies of the posters to those firms to which you sold the recalied

product.

Consumers shouid be rerunded the retaii price of the above product when returned to
the store. we wiil refuhd the retail price to you as weil as shipping costs wether
you are reintursing a consumer—or & firm to which you sold the recalied product.

In the event that you have not posted the "Notice of Recall™ posters included with
our letter of Decenber 16, 199] or have not supplied them to those consignees to whom
you sold the recalied product we have included additonal copies with the present
letter.

Please cooperate with us by prominently displaying the enclosed "Notice of Recali”
posters for at least 120 days and by supplying the poster and copies of this- letter to
any Tirms to which you may have sold the recalied product if this was not done

previously. l{
. ']
Thank vou for vour cooperation hn this natter.

vy

Very Truly Yours,

TARA TOY CORPORATION °

\
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
) EASTERN REGIONAL CENTER

JAN 3 1992

CERTIFIED MAIL-RETURN RECETPT REQUESTED

Bruce Pearl, President
Tara Toy Corporation

40 Adams Ave.

Hauppauge, New York 11788

Re: CPSC Case No. 92G052

"Sesame St. Nursery Set”
Model 71700 (with cookie monster)
Sample No. P-800-1012

"Sesame St. Nursery Set"
Model 71700 (with Big Bird)
Sample No. P-800-1013

Dear Mr, Pearl: - S = . =
Ve

During an inspectional visit to Woolworth’s loacted at 120 West
34th Street, New York, New York on December 17, 199] a sample was
collected of each of the above referenced products by Investigator
Beverly Kohen of our staff.

Laboratory analysis of these samples revealed that components
separated from several of the units tested when they were subjected
to portions of the use and abuse tests as outlined In 16 CFR 1500
regulations under The Federal Hazardous Substance Act(FHSA).

Specifically, testing of sample P-800-1013 resulted i{n separated

components when subjected to the tention test as outlined fn 16 CFR
1500.52(f) and when subjected to the drop test as outlined in 16 CFR

1500.51(b), regulations under the FHSA. \
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Testing of sample P-800-10]2 resulted in separated components
when subjected to the drop test as outlined in 16 CFR 1500.51(b),
regulation under the FHSA.

In both samples these components fit entirely inside the small
parts cylinder as described in 16 CFR 1501.4 (FHSA)

These findings cause your firm’s “Sesame Street Nursery Set®,
Model 71700, both those styles collected under sample numbers P-800-
1012 and P-800-1013 to be in violation of the small parts
requirements under 16 CFR 1501.4, regulation of The Hazardous
Substances Act.

These products are therefore determined to be banned hazardous
substances as described in Section 2(q) of The Federal Hazardous
Substances Act.

The distribution of a banned hazardous substance is a prohibited
act as defined in Section 4 of The FHSA.

Enclosed for your information are copies of our laboratory
findings, as well as a copy of The Federal Hazardous Substances Act
(FH54) and its regulations.

We reguest that you immediately cease distribution of the
"Sesame St. Nursery Set", Mode! 71700, in the styles cited above,
and taxke corrective action regarding the future production or
imzortation. These items, as presently designed, present a choking,
aspiration, or ingestion hazard because the components separate easily
from the item and they are small parts.

In this case of the style of product represented by sample P-
330 03 {vevuion with Cig Bird) we also request that you preowvids
notification to distributors and retailers informing them of the
problem, reqdesting them to stop sale and return all existing stock.

The Commission has the authority to require that you provide
public notification that these products are banned, and repair,
replace or provide a refund for the banned products, {f the Commission
finds, after affording interested persons an opportunity for a
hearing, that such corrective action fs in the public interest.

The Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 1990, Public Law
101-608 104 Stat. 3110 amends, among other things, section 5 of the
FHSA, 15 U.S.C. section 1264, to give the Commssion civil penalty
authority under this act. Under the amendments, the Commssfon can seek
a civil penalty against firms who knowingly violate the prohibfted
acts section of the FHSA (section 4; 15 U.S.C.sectfon 1263). The
Commission may seek a penalty of up to $5.000 for each violative

product up to a maximum penalty of 1.25 million. ﬁv



Continued sale after receipt in interstate commerce of banned or
misbranded hazardous substances is prohibited by Section 4 of the
Federal Hazardous Substances Act and punishable by the penalties
described in Section 5 of the Act, which states that any person who
violates any of the provisions of Section 4 shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor. Conviction, thereof, will subject the responsible party
to imprisonment for not more than ninety days, but for offenses
committed with intent to defraud or mislead, or for second and
subsequent offenses, imprisonment for not more than a year.

Further, under recent legislation applicable to the FHSA maximum
criminal penalties are, $5,000 for individuals and $10,000 for
organizations for first violations; $100,000 for individuals and
$200,000 for organizations for second and subsequent offenses and for
offenses committed with intent to defraud or mislead; and $250,000 for
individuals and $500,000 for organizations for violations if a death
results.

I1f you disagree with the conclusion the the these product are
in violation of the Small Parts Regulations, you may submit your
views on why these products are not in violation of the regulations or
why it is not in the public interest to provide corrective action.
The staff will give full consideration to any such information
submitted before proceeding in this matter.

Our fact sheet on confidentiality is attached for your
information.

Please advise us of your plans for disposition of these ftems
within three days of receipt of this letter.

Your response should address the measures you propose to take in
bringing the subject merchandise into complijance with the law,
correction of' violative products in your possession already in
domestic commerce, the expected timetable for correction of any future
production of these, and your intentions regarding recall from
consignees to which the "Sesame Street Nursery Set" (with Big Bitrd)
were distributed.

Be on notice that if reexportation of the banned products is to
be included in your firm’s plan for disposition that The Consumer
Product Safety Act requires written notification of your firm’s fintent
to export under 16 CFR 1019, enclosed.

\-.,“7



