§196.15-1

Subpart 196.15—Test, Drills, and
Inspections

§196.15-1 Application.

(a) The provisions of this subpart
shall apply to all vessels.

§196.15-3 Steering gear, whistle, and
means of communication.

(a) On all vessels making a voyage of
more than 48 hours duration, the entire
steering gear, the whistle, and the
means of communication between the
bridge or pilothouse and engineroom
shall be examined and tested by an offi-
cer of the vessel within a period of not
more than 12 hours prior to departure.
On all other vessels similar examina-
tions and tests shall be made at least
once in every week.

(b) The date of the test and the con-
dition of the equipment shall be noted
in the official logbook.

§196.15-5 Dralfts.

(a) The master of every vessel on an
ocean, coastwise, or Great Lakes voy-
age shall enter the drafts of the vessel,
forward and aft, in the official loghook
when leaving port.

(b) On vessels subject to the require-
ments of Subchapter E (L.oad Lines) of
this chapter at the time of departure
from port on an ocean, coastwise, or
Great Lakes voyage, the master shall
insert in the official loghook a state-
ment of the position of the loadline
mark, port, and starboard, in relation
to the surface of the water in which the
vessel is then floating.

(1) When an allowance for draft is
made for density of the water in which
the vessel is floating, this density is to
be noted in the official logbook.

§196.15-7 Verification of vessel com-
pliance with applicable stability re-
quirements.

(a) After loading and prior to depar-
ture and at all other times necessary
to assure the safety of the vessel, the
master shall determine that the vessel
complies with all applicable stability
requirements in the vessel’s trim and
stability book, stability letter, Certifi-
cate of Inspection, and Load Line Cer-
tificate, as the case may be, and then
enter an attestation statement of the
verification in the log book. The vessel
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may not depart until it is in compli-
ance with these requirements.

(b) When determining compliance
with applicable stability requirements
the vessel’s draft, trim, and stability
must be determined as necessary and
any stability calculations made in sup-
port of the determination must be re-
tained on board the vessel for the dura-
tion of the voyage.
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§196.15-10 Sanitation.

(a) It shall be the duty of the master
and chief engineer to see that the ves-
sel, and, in particular, the quarters are
in a clean and sanitary condition. The
chief engineer shall be responsible only
for the sanitary condition of the engi-
neering department.

§196.15-15 Examination of boilers and
machinery.

(a) It shall be the duty of the chief
engineer when he assumes charge of
the boilers and machinery of a vessel
to examine them thoroughly. If any
parts thereof are in unsatisfactory con-
dition, or if the safety-valve seals are
broken, the fact shall immediately be
reported to the master, owner, or
agent, and the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection.

§196.15-18 Loading doors.

(a) The master of a vessel fitted with
loading doors shall assure that all load-
ing doors are closed watertight and se-
cured during the entire voyage except
that—

(1) If a door cannot be opened or
closed while the vessel is at a dock, it
may be open while the vessel ap-
proaches and draws away from the
dock, but only as far as necessary to
enable the door to be immediately op-
erated.

(2) If needed to operate the vessel, or
embark and disembark passengers
when the vessel is at anchor in pro-
tected waters, loading doors may be
open provided that the master deter-
mines that the safety of the vessel is
not impaired.

(b) For the purposes of this section,
“loading doors’” include all weather-
tight ramps, bow visors, and openings
used to load personnel, equipment,
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