
Table 327. U.S. District Courts—Civil Cases Commenced and Pending:
2000 to 2006

[For years ending June 30]

Type of case
Cases commenced Cases pending

2000 2004 2005 2006 2000 2004 2005 2006

Cases total 1 . . . . . . . . . 263,049 258,117 282,758 244,343 249,692 267,881 267,270 246,547

Contract actions 1. . . . . . . . . . . . 54,494 29,687 28,590 28,139 38,262 28,413 26,712 26,671
Recovery of overpayments 2 . . . 25,636 2,914 3,380 2,856 12,107 2,146 1,953 1,789

Real property actions . . . . . . . . . 6,481 6,341 4,541 4,761 4,249 5,651 4,512 4,178
Tort actions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,877 51,881 75,273 53,809 63,116 74,589 76,821 64,701

Personal injury 1 . . . . . . . . . . . 36,867 45,948 52,215 49,834 59,232 68,928 72,716 60,569
Personal injury product
liability 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,349 29,089 35,615 32,515 31,772 42,886 46,575 34,280
Asbestos . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,893 1,208 1,628 8,709 4,949 2,528 1,073 856

Other personal injury . . . . . . 21,518 16,859 16,600 17,319 27,460 26,042 26,141 26,289
Personal property damage . . . . 4,010 5,933 23,058 3,975 3,884 5,661 4,105 4,132

Actions under statutes 1 . . . . . . . 161,187 170,168 171,922 157,536 144,053 159,200 157,357 150,891
Civil rights 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,226 40,118 36,724 33,417 44,259 43,431 40,596 38,384

Employment . . . . . . . . . . . . 21,404 19,670 17,998 14,851 24,456 22,964 21,344 18,591
Bankruptcy suits . . . . . . . . . . . 3,378 3,982 3,428 3,193 2,555 2,684 2,650 2,565
Commerce (ICC rates, etc.) . . . 1,007 483 492 404 444 427 395 351
Environmental matters . . . . . . . 894 999 726 874 1,355 2,282 1,193 1,148
Prisoner petitions . . . . . . . . . . 57,706 53,132 62,698 55,775 43,560 44,317 47,870 46,655
Forfeiture and penalty . . . . . . . 2,246 2,112 2,214 2,318 1,772 2,017 2,156 2,309
Labor laws. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,229 18,189 18,643 16,853 11,267 15,131 15,725 14,014
Protected property rights 3 . . . . 8,745 9,289 11,809 11,745 7,858 8,992 10,507 10,274
Securities commodities and
exchanges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,500 3,081 2,371 1,654 3,578 5,325 5,192 4,463

Social security laws. . . . . . . . . 14,365 15,935 16,066 14,052 13,667 14,853 15,420 14,202
Tax suits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 938 1,291 1,348 1,498 1,068 1,158 1,222 1,331
Freedom of information . . . . . . 335 300 426 309 380 360 378 370

1 Includes other types not shown separately. 2 Includes enforcement of judgments in student loan cases, and overpayments
of veterans’ benefits. 3 Includes copyright, patent, and trademark rights.

Source: Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, Statistical Tables for the Federal Judiciary, annual; <http://www.uscourts.gov/>.

Table 328. Federal Prosecutions of Public Corruption: 1980 to 2005

[As of Dec. 31. Prosecution of persons who have corrupted public office in violation of Federal Criminal Statutes]

Prosecution Status 1980 1985 1990 1995 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Total: 1 Charged . . . . . . . . . . 727 1,157 1,176 1,051 1,174 1,134 1,000 1,087 1,136 1,150 1,213 1,163
Convicted . . . . . . . . . . . . 602 997 1,084 878 1,014 1,065 938 920 1,011 868 1,020 1,027
Awaiting trial . . . . . . . . . . 213 256 300 323 340 329 327 437 413 412 419 451

Federal officials: Charged . . 123 563 615 527 442 480 441 502 478 479 424 445
Convicted . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 470 583 438 414 460 422 414 429 421 381 390
Awaiting trial . . . . . . . . . . 16 90 103 120 85 101 92 131 119 129 98 118

State officials: Charged. . . . 72 79 96 61 91 115 92 95 110 94 111 96
Convicted . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 66 79 61 58 80 91 61 132 87 81 94
Awaiting trial . . . . . . . . . . 28 20 28 23 37 44 37 75 50 38 48 51

Local officials: Charged . . . 247 248 257 236 277 237 211 224 299 259 268 309
Convicted . . . . . . . . . . . . 168 221 225 191 264 219 183 184 262 119 252 232
Awaiting trial . . . . . . . . . . 82 49 98 89 90 95 89 110 118 106 105 148

Others involved: Charged . . 285 267 208 227 364 302 256 266 249 318 410 313
Convicted . . . . . . . . . . . . 252 240 197 188 278 306 242 261 188 241 306 311
Awaiting trial . . . . . . . . . . 87 97 71 91 128 89 109 121 126 139 168 134

1 Includes individuals who are neither public officials nor employees, but were involved with public officials or employees in
violating the law, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Criminal Division, Federal Prosecutions of Corrupt Public Officials,1970−1980 and Report
to Congress on the Activities and Operations of the Public Integrity Section, annual; <http://www.usdoj.gov/criminal/pin/>.
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