
Table 25. Population in Coastal Counties: 1980 to 2006
[Population as of April 1, except as indicated (3,537 represents 3,537,000). Areas as defined by U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, 1992. Covers 673 counties and equivalent areas with at least 15 percent of their land area either in
a coastal watershed (drainage area) or in a coastal cataloging unit (a coastal area between watersheds). See Appendix III]

Year
Total

Counties in coastal regions
Balance of

United
StatesTotal Atlantic

Gulf of
Mexico

Great
Lakes Pacific

Land area, 2000 (1,000 sq. mi.) . . . . . 3,537 889 148 115 115 511 2,649

POPULATION

1980 (mil.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226.5 119.8 53.7 13.1 26.0 27.0 106.7
1990 (mil.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248.7 133.4 59.0 15.2 25.9 33.2 115.3
2000 (mil.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281.4 148.3 65.2 18.0 27.3 37.8 133.1
2006 (July 1) (mil.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 299.4 156.1 68.6 19.7 27.5 40.4 143.3

1980 (percent) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 53 24 6 11 12 47
1990 (percent) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 54 24 6 10 13 46
2000 (percent) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 53 23 6 10 13 47
2006 (July 1) (percent) . . . . . . . . . . . 100 52 23 7 9 13 48

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1980 Census of Population, Vol. 1, Chapter A (PC80-1-A-1), U.S. Summary; 1990 Census of
Population and Housing (CPH1); and unpublished data.

Table 26. States with Coastal Counties—Population, Housing Units,
Establishments, and Employees by Coastal Region and State:
2000 to 2006

[281,425 represents 281,425,000. Population and housing as of July 1, except 2000 as of April 1. See headnote, Table 25.
Minus sign (−) indicates decrease]

Coastal region and state

Population Housing units Private nonfarm 3—

2000 1

(1,000)

2006
Percent
change,

2000−
2006

Per
square

mile,
2006 2

Number
Percent
change,

2000−
2005

Estab-
lish-

ments,
2005

(1,000)

Employ-
ees,

2005
(1,000)

Num-
ber

(1,000)

Percent
of state

total
2000 1

(1,000)
2005

(1,000)

United States, total . . 281,425 299,398 (X) 6.4 85 115,904 124,522 7.4 7,500 116,317
Interior U.S. . . . . . . . . . 133,103 143,296 (X) 7.7 54 55,918 60,796 8.7 3,494 55,346
Coastal counties, total . . 148,321 156,102 (X) 5.2 176 59,986 63,726 6.2 4,006 60,971

Atlantic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65,198 68,575 (X) 5.2 464 26,821 28,368 5.8 1,866 27,683
Maine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,184 1,231 93.1 4.0 61 599 631 5.2 39 468
New Hampshire . . . . . . . . 1,007 1,076 81.8 6.9 256 432 463 7.2 32 449
Massachusetts . . . . . . . . . 6,125 6,212 96.5 1.4 940 2,531 2,595 2.5 170 2,903
Rhode Island . . . . . . . . . . 1,048 1,068 100.0 1.8 1,022 440 448 1.8 30 441
Connecticut . . . . . . . . . . . 3,406 3,505 100.0 2.9 723 1,386 1,423 2.7 93 1,526
New York . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,573 13,925 72.1 2.6 1,796 5,285 5,409 2.3 392 5,425
New Jersey . . . . . . . . . . . 8,312 8,614 98.7 3.6 1,220 3,269 3,399 4.0 239 3,536
Pennsylvania . . . . . . . . . . 5,750 5,908 47.5 2.8 858 2,334 2,418 3.6 144 2,542
Delaware. . . . . . . . . . . . . 784 853 100.0 8.9 437 343 375 9.3 25 393
Maryland . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,865 5,146 91.6 5.8 679 1,970 2,081 5.7 126 1,967
District of Columbia . . . . . . 572 582 100.0 1.7 9,471 275 278 1.1 20 440
Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,794 5,191 67.9 8.3 373 1,912 2,091 9.4 132 2,161
North Carolina . . . . . . . . . 1,985 2,076 23.4 4.6 106 905 991 9.6 48 634
South Carolina . . . . . . . . . 1,653 1,790 41.4 8.3 118 750 835 11.3 46 613
Georgia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 822 880 9.4 7.1 73 346 374 8.2 20 271
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,320 10,518 58.1 12.9 562 4,043 4,557 12.7 310 3,915

Gulf of Mexico . . . . . . . . . . . 18,003 19,682 (X) 9.3 172 7,718 8,571 11.1 454 6,656
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,249 7,122 39.4 14.0 226 3,074 3,500 13.8 185 2,310
Georgia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95 99 1.1 4.5 62 40 43 6.7 2 31
Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712 743 16.1 4.2 85 319 346 8.5 17 253
Mississippi . . . . . . . . . . . . 588 589 20.2 0.1 87 246 267 8.2 12 175
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,510 3,325 77.6 −5.2 129 1,439 1,516 5.3 82 1,284
Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,850 7,804 33.2 13.9 194 2,599 2,900 11.6 156 2,603

Great Lakes . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,324 27,452 (X) 0.5 238 11,405 11,884 4.2 665 11,216
New York . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,650 3,606 18.7 −1.2 168 1,586 1,616 1.9 83 1,373
Pennsylvania . . . . . . . . . . 281 280 2.2 −0.4 349 114 117 2.3 7 118
Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,418 4,377 38.1 −0.9 415 1,869 1,932 3.3 110 1,876
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,859 9,003 89.2 1.6 176 3,782 3,997 5.7 214 3,396
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,378 1,425 22.6 3.4 350 556 591 6.4 33 582
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,021 6,002 46.8 −0.3 4,308 2,322 2,390 2.9 150 2,643
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,469 2,514 45.2 1.8 163 1,055 1,114 5.7 62 1,133
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . . . 248 246 4.8 −0.8 23 121 126 4.4 7 95

Pacific . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37,796 40,392 (X) 6.9 79 14,042 14,903 6.1 1,020 15,415
Washington . . . . . . . . . . . 4,587 4,987 78.0 8.7 202 1,919 2,084 8.6 141 1,889
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,808 1,905 51.5 5.4 91 794 837 5.5 59 796
California. . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,660 31,646 86.8 6.7 407 10,650 11,259 5.7 771 12,044
Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 530 569 84.9 7.4 1 219 231 5.6 17 200
Hawaii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,212 1,285 100.0 6.1 200 461 491 6.6 32 486

X Not applicable. 1 Reflects modifications to the Census 2000 population as documented in the Count Question Resolution
program and geographic program revisions. 2 Calculated on the basis of land area data from the 2000 census. 3 Covers
establishments with payroll. Excludes most government employees, railroad employees, self-employed persons. Employees are
for the week including March 12.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, USA Counties; <http://censtats.census.gov/usa/usa.shtml>; accessed 1 August 2007; and
‘‘County Business Patterns,’’ <http://www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/view/cbpview.html>.
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