Table 34. Persons 65 Years Old and Over—Characteristics by Sex: 1990 to 2006

[As of March, except as noted (29.6 represents 29,600,000). Covers civilian noninstitutional population. Excludes members of
Armed Forces except those living off post or with their families on post. Data for 1990 are based on 1980 census population con-
trols; 2000 data based on 1990 census population controls; beginning 2005, data based on 2000 census population controls and
an expanded sample of households. Based on Current Population Survey; see text of this section and Appendix Il1]

Total Male Female
Characteristic
1990 2000 2005 2006| 1990 2000 2005 2006| 1990 2000 2005 2006
Total (million) .. ............ 29.6 326 352 355| 123 139 151 152 172 18.7 20.0 20.3
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
Marital status:
Never married . . . ............. 46 39 4.1 3.6 42 42 44 38 4.9 3.6 3.9 3.6
Married. . . ... ... . oL 56.1 572 57.7 57.8| 765 752 749 750| 414 438 447 449
Spouse present . .. ....... ... 541 546 548 547| 742 726 717 719 89.7 413 420 419
Spouse absent. . .. .......... 2.0 2.6 2.9 3.0 2.3 2.6 3.2 3.1 1.7 2.5 2.7 3.0
Widowed. . . ........... .. ..., 342 321 3803 29.9| 142 144 137 13.1| 48.6 453 429 424
Divorced. . . ................. 5.0 6.7 7.9 8.7 5.0 6.1 7.0 8.1 5.1 7.2 8.5 9.1
Educational attainment:
Less than ninthgrade . . ... ... ... 285 16.7 134 13.0| 300 178 132 13.0( 275 159 135 129
Completed 9th to 12th grade, but
no high school diploma . ... ... .. 161 138 127 119|157 127 119 11.0|164 147 133 125
High school graduate . . ......... 232.9 359 363 36.7|229.0 304 316 329(2356 39.9 399 395
Some college or associate’s degree. .| %10.9 18.0 187 19.0/%10.8 17.8 184 17.4[31.0 182 19.0 202
Bachelor’s or advanced degree. . . . . “116 156 189 195|445 214 249 256| %95 114 143 149
Labor force participation: °
Employed . .. ................ 11.5 124 145 15.0| 159 169 191 19.8 8.4 9.1 111 1.4
Unemployed . .. .............. 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3
Not in laborforce . . .. .......... 88.1 872 849 846| 836 825 802 79.7| 91.3 90.6 885 883
Percent below poverty level S 1.4 9.7 9.8 10.1 7.8 6.9 7.0 73| 189 118 119 123

1 Represents those who completed 1 to 3 years of high school. 2 Represents those who completed 4 years of high school.
3 Represents those who completed 1 to 3 years of college. 4 Represents those who completed 4 years of college or more.
5 Annual averages of monthly figures. Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment and Earnings, January issues. See
footnote 2, Table 569. °© Poverty status based on income in preceding year.

Source: Except as noted, U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, P20-546, and earlier reports; “Educational
Attainment”;  <http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/educ-attn.html>; ~ “Families and Living Arrangements”;
<http://www.census.gov/population/'www/socdemo/hh-fam.html>; and “Detailed Poverty Tabulations from the CPS”;
<http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/detailedpovtabs.html>.



