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Eastern Sates

The Jackson Mississippi, BLM Prescribed Burn M odules 104 and 103

TheU.S. Fishand Wildlife Service, Region4 and the Bureau of Land M anagement,
JacksonField Office, interagency prescribed burn program hasjust completedits
inaugural spring season, resultingin 16,153 acressuccessfully burned! Thecrew
primarily worked withinthe Savannah, Santee, and PeeDeeecosystems, which cover
Nationa WildlifeRefugeslocated in North Caroling, South Carolina, and Georgia.
BeginninginFebruary, thecrew started burning on the CarolinaSandhillsNational
WildlifeRefuge(NWR) in South Carolina. CarolinaSandhillsiswell knownforits
aggressiveburn programto control midstory competitioninlongleaf pinestandswhich
support thelargest popul ation of endangered red-cockaded woodpeckersonU.S. Fish
and WildlifeServiceland. Prescribed burningisessential tomaintainthislongleaf -
wiregrassecosystem and to provide optimum habitat needsfor thiswoodpecker.

Traveling southtothe SanteeNational Wildlife Refugein South Carolina, themodule
quickly accomplished several hundred acresof burninginabrief threeday period. The
burnscompl eted on SanteeNWR were especiadly satisfying becausetherefuge
essentially had notarget acresfor prescribed burning asafiremanagement planand
new prescriptionshad just been completed. The crew worked with acontract
helicopter and
demongtrated
remarkableflexibility as
burnunitsweremodified
dueto changing weather
patternsand management
consderations. Thecrew
hadtoreact quickly as
relaivehumidity
suddenly dropped during
thecourseof theburns
and spotting becamea
major concern.

Leaving SanteeNWR,
themoduletraveled
southonceagainto
preparefor pgrhapsthe Crewmembers from the Savannah Module take a break during
most challenging burnof aprescribed fire.

the season at Blackbeard
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Idand Nationd WildlifeRefuge. Logistically and operationdly, thisprescribed burn and
was certainly the most difficult and interesting of the season. Blackbeard NWRisa
coadtd barrieridandin Georgia, famousfor seaturtlesand American aligatorsand for
supposedly harboring Blackbeard, thefamous seventeenth century pirate. Huge
impoundments and open savannnah acreswere threatened by woody encroachment
andindireneed of burning.

After thetremendousjob at Blackbeard, the crew then turned itsattention to Pinckney
Nationa Wildlife Refuge, another chalenging idand located in the highly popul ated area
of Hilton Head Idand, Beaufort, and Bluffton, South Carolina. Thiswasthefirst
documented wildland urbaninterface burn within the Savannah- Santee-PeeDee
ecosystem. Thecrew effectively burned morethan 900 acres.

The crew continued to burn successfully for theremainder of the season. Themodule
stayed on theroad burning at ACE Basin, PeeDee, Harris Neck, and Savannah Coastal
Refuges. It was noted that the Jackson modul es burned more acres at these refuges
than in any other prescribed fire season. The moduleworking out of Southeastern
Louisanawasequally successful. It traveled and logged morethan 4,000 milesand
supported five additional refuges.

TOTALACRES: 26,493
Lamar Liddell, Superintendent, Jackson Hotshots (601) 977-5433

Crewmembers from the Sidell Module, igniting a burn. More than 30,000 acres
were burned during the fall and spring season.
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Prescription for Healthy Habitats

Thenew BLM-sponsoredfire
exhibit at thenew Mississippi
Natural ScienceMuseumis
complete. Thecollaborative
venturehighlightsthreefire-
dependent habitatsin
Mississippi andtheroleof
prescribedfireinamulating
natural fireregimes. A touch
screenkiosk givesvisitors
simulated practiceindropping
fire-retardant durry froma
planeandinselectingthe _ - - _
parametersfor prescribed Fire exhibit at the Mississippi Natural Science Museum.
burn. Theexhibit alsofeatures

dioramasof firedependent plant communitiesand ared-cockaded woodpecker cavity
tree, dongwitheveryone sfavorite, afully-outfitted hotshot mannequin.

With about 260,000 visitorsinthefirst year, thisnew facility providesaval uableforum
for BLM'’ snational messageon firemanagement.

Alaska

Shaded Fuel BreaksEffects Sudied

Recent largewildfireshave
capturedthenation’'s
attention and caused many
communities, homeowners,
and agenciesto seek
methodsto reducewildfire
risksto homesand property
at theurbaninterface.
Cleared fuel breaksor
prescribed burnshave been
employed, but sometimes
lessdramatic trestmentsare
desirablefor ecological,
aesthetic, or engineering

Fuel break helped protect Fort Greely from 1999 wildfire.
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reasons. Ininterior Alaska, removal of shading vegetation can cause permanently frozen
soilstomelt and subside, potentially destabilizing housefoundations. TheBLM Alaska
Fire Serviceand Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc—anon-profit corporation formed by
and for AlaskaNativevillages—haveinitiated athree-year Fuels Treatment
Demondtration Project, with funding from the Joint Fire Science Program. The Joint Fire
Science Programisasix-agency partnership authorized by Congressin 1997 to

devel opinformation and tool sfor managersand speciaistswho deal withwildland fuels
issues (http://mww.nifc.gov/joint_fire_sci/jointfiresci.html). The TananaChiefsproject
entail sthree demonstration sitesacrossthe Interior and isintended to compare degrees
of fuel reduction by thinningwith or without pruning in boreal black sprucewhile
documenting the concomitant hazard reduction, visua impact, environmenta effects, and
cost/benefitratio.

Two demonstration areaswere|located at Fort Wainwright, near Fairbanks, and on land
bel onging to the Toghotthele Village Corporation about 45 miles southwest of
Fairbanks. A third stewastentatively identified about 125 miles southeast of Fairbanks,
near DeltaJunction. Datacollected at the sitesincludestree dendity; tree diameter; total
height, and height to live crown; seedling density; litter and duff depth; down woody fuel
load; ladder fuel height;
understory vegetation
cover; ground cover;
overstory cover; active
layer depth (the seasonal
thaw zonein permafrost
s0ils); photographs; and
cost of thevarious
trestment levels.

Shaded fuel break treatment and
control.

a!
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Computer Model to SmulateL ong Term I mpact of FireM anagement on
L andscapes

TheUniversity of Alaskais
leading an effort dongwith
theBLM, U.S. Geological
Survey, and severd federd
and state partnersto develop
acomputer modd for
landscape-level andysisof
fire-humaninteractions,
vegetation changeover time,
and prediction of regiond fire
riskininterior Alaska sboreal
forest. Theinteragency Joint

Probability of Burning

Fire Science Program has

granted fundingfor this . -
project for 2002-2004 with a Computer model calculates burning probability
goal of building aprototype based on several factors.

modd that will provideland

managerswith thematic representati ons spanning yearsto centuriesinto thefuture of
how forest cover and probability of largefire eventsrespond to different scenarios of
firemanagement and climatic change. Themode will utilizephysica, biological, and
human thematic layersand s mulate ecosystem dynamics specific to boreal forest that
influencewildlife, hydrology, and soil processes.

Monitoring Effectsof
Prescribed Firesand
FireUse

TheAlaskaFireService
and BLM fidd officeshave
established long-term
vegetation monitoring plots
a thesiteof severd
prescribed or managed
firestolook at vegetation
changesthat may impact
landusersandwildlife.
Partnersincludethe State
Thinning and prescribed burning. of Alaska, Army Corpsof
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Engineers(Chenal akes
Flood Control Project)
and TanacrossVillage
Corporation. Inaddition, a
USDA Forest Service
Pecific Northwest
Research Station team led
by Dr. Roger Ottmar is
determining how weather
and fudl drynessaffect the
reductionin mossy forest
floor duff duringfire. This
questionisintegra in
targeting revegetation with
desired plant speciesin Roger Ottmar and a field crew from the USFS Pacific Northwest
many wildlifehabitat Research Station measure duff consumption by a large 2001
improvement projects,as  wildfire near Fairbanks.

well asindetermining

erosion potential and theextent of smoke pollution during wildfiresand prescribed fires.

Plotson 1977 Fire Re-surveyed

A team led by the BLM Northern Field Officerevisited the oldest active tundrafire
effectstransectsinthe state, established in 1977 after ahot, dry summer resultedin
thousands of acresburned inthearctic tundrain northwest Alaska. A set of nine
permanent transectswere established near Imuruk Lakeinwhat isnow the Bering Land
BridgeNational Park to monitor the
recovery of vegetation and soils
following oneof thetundrafires.
With ass stancefrom the National
Park Serviceand guidancefromthe
origind investigator—Dr. Charles
Racineof theArmy Cold Regions
Research and Engineering Lab—the
transectswererel ocated and re-
sampledin 2001. Vegetation and
permafrost depthsarebeing
compared to resultsfrom previous
stagesof recovery.

Transects monitoring tundra fire effects on the Seward _ _
Peninsula were re-surveyed in August 2001—24 years  Contact: Randi Jandt, AlaskaFire
after burning. Service 907-356-5864
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National Interagency Fire Center

National I nteragency Strategic Plan for FirePrevention

Nationa expertsinwildland firemitigation, education and prevention met in San Diego
thefirst week of March to addressfuture programissues. All national land
management agencieswererepresented aswell asthe statesof California, Texasand
Wisconsin. Themeeting was hosted by DonnaHummel, California's BLM Fire
Mitigation and Education Speciaist. Facilitatorsincluded Pat Durland and Al Murphy
representing the BLM and L ou Southard from the Forest Service.

Thefuturedirection of fire prevention, education and mitigation asanationa interagency
concern wasthe primary group focus. A mgjor goal of the group isthe development of
adtrategic planwhichwill beuniversally accepted by al land management agencies.
Theplanwill grestly increasethe communication, cooperation and coordination
between agencies. Currently therearefew common threadslinking fire prevention
among land management partners. Thenationa planwill provideguidelines, linksto
technol ogy, information exchange and acommon understanding of national fire
preventiondirection. Itwill alsofacilitateinteragency cooperation, whichisa
Congressional priority.

Thiswasthethird meeting and strategic plan prioritieshave been established. Previous
meetingsin Phoenix and San Diego identified state goal sand built on previousstrategic
planning for implementation of critical issuesand objectives. Thejob at the San Diego
meeting wasto refine accomplishmentsfrom previous meetingsand devel op strategies
toimplement the prevention plan.

] T

Interagency prevention and education specialists work to develop joint plans.
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The cadrewasdivided into several small working groups, each addressing aspecific
goal and examining the contents. At the end of the conference, each working group
presented their findings, and arough draft “ Fire Prevention, Education and Mitigation
Strategic Plan” had been devel oped.

Thenext meetingisin Denver inthefal of 2002. Therough draft planwill bereviewed
by the group membersand work doneto develop thefina draft. The prevention group
isto becommended for their interagency cooperation, communication and coordination.
Their professionalismisan outstanding exampleof different agenciesworking together
to achieveacommongodl.

Contact: Michadl Trent (928) 692-4451
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