
Hood River Soil & Water Conservation District 2005-2006 

   Financial Report, Facts & Figures, NRCS Update    page 2 
   Board Activities, New Technician and AmeriCorps Intern   page 3 
   Top Priority: Water Quality Protection       page 4 

 inside... Noxious Weed Removal, Native Plant Sale and Order Form          pages 5-6 
   Upcoming Activities, Grants Summary, Our Helpful Friends               page 7 
   Hood River Watershed Group Activities            pages 8-9 
   Horse Keeping Workshop on Oct. 28th               page 10 

       
      


       
    
    
      
  
       
  


     

      
   
    
 
    
      
     
      

     


     
 

   

     


   
        
       


Website Launched  

         





  

    

           









       
       
 





         



 
 
 
 

Continued on page 4... 
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Financial Report 
Hood River Soil & Water Conservation District 

July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006 

 
Beginning Fund Balance:          $      88,428  
    
REVENUES: 
Intergovernmental::   
 ODA grants            46,346  
 OWEB grants                    88,501  
Contracts:    
 NRCS support               10,000  
 Irrigation District support                     18,000  
 Coordinator contract-CTWS        27,000  
Earnings on Investments                                  253  
Other:  
 Tree Sale                          5,218  
TOTAL REVENUES:   $            195,318 
    
EXPENDITURES: 
Administration:    
 Personnel Services                             41,106  
 Materials and Services            6,071  
Conservation Technician:   
 Personnel Services                             33,632  
 Materials and Services                   7,188  
Hood River Watershed Program:   
 Personnel Services                             44,931  
 Materials and Services        18,280  
Projects:    
 Materials and Services        48,357  
TOTAL EXPENDITURES:              $    199,565  
    
Ending Fund Balance:    $              84,181  


The Hood River SWCD is governed by a locally elected, 
volunteer Board of Directors.  It is a legal subdivision of 
state government and receives funds to administer its 
programs from the ODA, OWEB, NRCS, CTWS and 
others.   
 
The Board of Directors meets monthly on the first Thurs-
day in the meeting room at the Extension building, 2990 
Experiment Station Rd., Hood River, OR  97031.  Meet-
ings from  November to March start at 3 PM; April-July 
meetings start at 4 PM, and August-October meetings 
start at 7 PM. 
 
Meetings are open to the public.  For information or 
agendas, contact the office. 
 
Directors 
Brian Nakamura, Chair 
Chuck Gehling, Vice-Chair 
Larry Martin, Secretary/Treasurer 
Pete Peterson  
Erick Von Lubken 
 
Staff 
Anne Saxby, Manager 
541-386-6719  saxharp@gorge.net 
Jordan Kim, Conservation Technician 
541-386-4588  hrswcd@gorge.net 
Steve Stampfli, Watershed Coordinator 
541-386-6063  hoodriver@gorge.net 
Kate Merrick, Watershed Assistant 
541-386-6063  hrwg@gorge.net 
Carly Heron, NRCS District Conservationist 
541-386-2815  carly.heron@or.usda.gov 
 
The office is located at 3007 Experiment Station Rd., 
Hood River.  Office hours are weekdays, generally from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

            


    

        





    




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
   
        
        
 
       
          


         
     



    






        

       







     
      
  
      
    
     



       
      


  




Jordan Kim is the newest member of the District staff.  
Jordan started work March 1, 2006, replacing Rick Hollatz 
as Conservation Technician.  Rick remains in the area, but 
moved on to new career opportunities as an engineering 
technician with Skamania County. 
 
 Jordan had previously worked for the Johnson Creek Wa-
tershed Council in southeast Portland as the Community 
Outreach Coordinator.  In addition to an advanced degree 
in Environmental Management with a focus on invasive 
species, Jordan brings to the job extensive computing and 
writing skills.  She has created the district’s website and is 
writing a monthly article for the Hood River News on con-
servation topics. 
 
 Jordan and her husband Won live in Parkdale.  They have 
renovated their chicken coop and have seven new chickens 
in addition to their large garden.  Jordan enjoys hiking, 
biking, fly fishing and doing recycled paper collage.  She 
shows her art at First Fridays and at other local galleries 
and events. 

Kate Merrick has admirably served as a NWSA AmeriCorps 
intern and Watershed Assistant to the HRWG since January 
2006.  She has helped conduct water quality monitoring in 
Neal Creek, set up the new project database and is leading 
the effort to install stream crossing and watershed boundary 
signs in the basin.  She has also assisted the US Forest Ser-
vice with fisheries data collection and stream surveys. Kate 
also worked with the Tribes on fish acclimation during the 
spring and on the West Fork Hood River large woody debris  
project this summer. 
 
 Kate hails from upstate New York and graduated with a 
degree in biology from Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio.  
She had previously worked on a peregrine falcon monitoring 
project in Dinosaur National Monument, Dinosaur, Colo-
rado, in addition to completing a fisheries internship in 
Puerto Rico and ecological research in California. 
 
 In her spare time, Kate enjoys birding and hiking.  She will 
continue to work as the Watershed Assistant until her one-
year AmeriCorps term ends in December of 2006.  After 
that she hopes to find another natural resources job in the 
Columbia Gorge area, and then plans to attend graduate 
school beginning in the fall of 2007. 




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 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


 
        
     
    




 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

       
  
    


 








  

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






      

     

      
    
       
    
     

    


     
      


 
      
     
    
    


    
       



 
  
  
  
 
 
 
        
       
        


       






Water Quality Protection:  
A District Priority 
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
 Are you starting to winterize your garden beds while dreaming about what you’ll be putting in them next spring?   Well, you can 
get a jump start on your spring 2007 plantings by ordering native seedlings from the Hood River SWCD now! 
 
 The District is hosting its annual plant sale for seedlings to be planted in spring of 2007.  These bare-root seedlings are 1-2 years 
old and will be delivered to the SWCD in early March.  Tree and shrub orders can be placed now by mail, e-mail or phone. The 
orders will be filled in the order in which they were received, so get your requests in early to ensure availability.  Orders will be 
accepted until January 31, 2007.  Purchases will be available for pick up on Friday and Saturday, March 16-17, 2007. 
    
  Check out the Hood River SWCD’s website at www.hoodriverswcd.org for more information on plant  
  descriptions, suitability for various sites and wildlife usage.  You can also download an order form on-line. 
 
 During the 2006 native plant sale, nearly 4,000 trees and shrubs were purchased by over 120 landowners.  Over 300 trees and 
shrubs were donated to restore stream banks, prevent erosion and create wildlife habitat in the area.  The 2007 sale is promising 
to surpass this year in size.  Use the order form on the next page of this newsletter to make sure you get your order in early! 


      
         
 
         



  

      
 



    
           
      




    
   

 


  
 
        
       
       
     

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Want to be part of the solution, rather than the 
problem?  If you own pear and/or apple trees in 
Hood River County, be sure to manage their dis-
eases and pests – particularly codling moth. 
 
 Codling moth is the worm in the apple – and a 
major pest in pears and apples.  Growers in our 
region are trying to reduce their use of organo-
phosphate (OP) pesticides by using “softer” pro-
grams such as mating disruption.  A potential 
downside to these “soft” pest management pro-
grams is that they leave orchards vulnerable to 
attack from pests on unmanaged and unsprayed 
fruit trees. 
 
 You might not mind the wormy apples in your 
tree, but those codling moths can migrate to  
neighboring orchards where they can infest fruit, 
forcing orchardists to spray additional, more toxic 
chemicals in order to produce a commercial crop. 
 
The OSU Extension office in Hood River has a 
spray schedule for those landowners who want to 
maintain their own fruit trees. 
  
Better yet, the Hood River Grower-Shipper Asso-
ciation is offering an incentive to be a good 
neighbor and part of the solution.  If you remove 
all of your pear and apple trees, they will give you 
a coupon to a local nursery so you can buy a dif-
ferent tree.  If you remove one tree, the coupon is 
for $25.  For two or more trees, the coupon is $50.  
For more information on this Backyard Fruit Tree 
program, call HRGSA at 387-4769. 


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
 
 


    






   



















    


    

    


  
  
   
  
   
  


       
    




•    


•        


•        


• 


• 
•       


•      


•  


•        


•     




Oftentimes, people and agencies 
want to do the right thing, but 
money is an issue.  Installing a 
livestock fence along a creek, planting native trees and 
shrubs, and replacing open irrigation ditches with pipe all 
take money to complete.  While no program will cover all 
of the cost and finding funding for these projects take 
time, there are a number of programs available to land-
owners who want to make conservation improvements. 
 
 In December 2005, District Manager Anne Saxby com-
piled a summary of state and federal landowner assistance 
programs for use by agencies and individuals.  The goal is 
to direct applicants to the most appropriate funding pro-
gram(s) so bureaucratic run-around is minimized.  There 
are programs to help, but knowing the focus and require-
ments of each program allows an applicant to target the 
more likely sources of financial assistance. 
 
 To view and/or download the summary, check the Dis-
t r i c t  w e b s i t e  u n d e r  “ r e s o u r c e s ”  a t 
www.hoodriverswcd.org.  A hard copy can be picked up 
at the office.  


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

 

            

 

            
             

 

 


          



 

 

 

 

Watershed Restoration Activities - July 2005 to June 2006 

 

 


Watershed Planning 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Grantwriting and Fundraising 

Education & 
Outreach 

Field trip in September 
2005 to observe flows 
behind Newton-Clark 
glacier. 

Work was begun on a 
signage project to de-
lineate important stream 
crossings and watershed 
boundaries. 

Work was begun on 
drought-tolerant resi-
dential turf grass dem-
onstration project. 

Two toxic spill response 
kits were donated by 
Underwood Conserva-
tion District and are 
housed at the City of 
Hood River Fire Station 
for use in small emer-
gencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor water savings 
tips brochure was up-
dated and reprinted dur-
ing the summer of 2005 
drought.  Over 670 cop-
ies were distributed 
through the city, county, 
irrigation supplies and 
water districts.  An ad-
junct flyer was distrib-
uted to 2200 water dis-
trict subscribers via 
newsletters. 

Streamcare brochure 
updated and re-printed.   
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 

         
     

 
       

 
       
      


        
    

       
 



        
 

       




         




•   


•   


•  
  


•          

          
 


• 
•         


• 
• 
•       


• 
• 
• 
• 
•   


•      



Monitoring and Assessment 

Future Projects 

Watershed Group Coordination 

 Rep. Greg Walden joined other western representatives and sena-
tors in co-sponsoring legislation to reauthorize the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self-determination Act of 2000.  Under 
Title II of the Act, watershed restoration projects in Hood River 
County have been funded by $1.98 million over the past five 
years.   Funding for the Act was given a one-year reprieve in 
2006; $383,000 will be used to fund an additional five projects in 
2007.  Unless the Act is reauthorized, funding for watershed res-
toration, as well as county schools and roads, will cease in 2008. 
 
 The Hood River County Commissioners continue to show their 
support of local watershed efforts by allocating $424,000 for FY 
2006 Title II projects.  Title II funds come from federal payments 
to counties with federal lands.  While the majority of the federal 
monies go to roads and schools, a portion has been used since 
2002 for watershed restoration, or Title II projects. 
 
 FY 2006 projects, amounts awarded and sponsors included: 
Japanese Knotweed Eradication & Education – $50,000 – 
USFS & HRC 
Central Canal Upgrade phase 2 completion – $251,000 - EFID 
Volmer Ditch Replacement – $100,000 - MFID 
HR Watershed Restoration Project Inventory – $23,000 - USFS 
 
 The Hood River Watershed Group evaluated and ranked FY 2007 
project proposals in April of 2006 and in May the County Board 
of Commissioners allocated over $383,000 towards the projects.  
The following projects are expected to be funded for FY 2007: 
 
Central Canal upgrade phase 3 - $251,000 – EFID 
Robinhood Creek Large Wood Addition design - $27,000 – 
USFS 
Long Prairie Riparian Fencing - $14,750 – USFS 
Summer Youth Program - $10,000 – OYCC/CRGNSA 
Hood River Pre-commercial Thinning - $78,300+ – USFS 
 
 The County recommendations are presented to the 
Hood/Willamette Resource Advisory Committee for final project 
awards.  District Manager Anne Saxby and local resident Art Car-
roll serve on the 15-member RAC. 





2005-2006 

Page 10 

 

 

Hood River Soil & Water  
Conservation District 
3007 Experiment Station Rd. 
Hood River, OR  97031 

   New Website Launched, Restoration Projects Sought   page 1 
   Financial Report, Facts & Figures, NRCS Update    page 2 
   Board Activities, New Technician and AmeriCorps Intern   page 3 
   Top Priority: Water Quality Protection       page 4 

 inside... Noxious Weed Removal, Native Plant Sale and Order Form          pages 5-6 
   Upcoming Activities, Grants Summary, Our Helpful Friends               page 7 
   Hood River Watershed Group Activities            pages 8-9 

Saturday, October 28, 2006 
9:00am - noon 
Middle Mountain Equestrian Center, 4050 Central Vale Drive, Hood River 
 
 Join the Hood River Soil & Water Conservation District, Oregon Department of Agricul-
ture, OSU Extension Service and other local experts as they provide a three hour work-
shop covering the basics of horse keeping.  This workshop will provide guidance for horse 
keeping practices that promote horse health, build good relations between neighbors and add to a horse property’s 
value all while protecting the land and water quality of the area.  We will cover such topics as: facility design and 
siting, horse waste management, stormwater runoff management, pasture and paddock care, weed control, and much 
more.  Bring all of your horse keeping questions and we’ll have plenty of time for discussion both during and after 
the presentations.  If you would like to attend, pre-registration is required.  Please call Community Education at 541-
386-2055. 
 
 If unable to attend the workshop, interested livestock owners can pick up a copy of a horse keeping handbook and 
related information from the SWCD office.  They can also stop by the Arena on Wy’east, located at 3900 Wy’east 
Road, to review a kiosk of information and see the conservation enhancements implemented on this property.  SWCD 
staff is interested in helping other livestock owners with manure and mud problems.  Please call 386-4588 to schedule 
a site visit to your operation. 


     


