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In Memory of Thomas Francis Troy, 
CIA Teacher, Historian, 1919–2008

By Hayden Peake and Nicholas Dujmovic

Thomas F. Troy, a career CIA officer, teacher and lecturer, and pioneering his-
torian of the CIA’s origins, died on 30 July in Bethesda, Maryland.

Tom grew up and was educated in Massachusetts, graduating from the Col-
lege of the Holy Cross in Worcester (class of 1941). He joined the Army and 
was sent to Princeton University to study Arabic. During the war he served 
in the Middle East monitoring communications. He returned to college after 
the war, taking advantage of the GI Bill to earn a masters degree in political 
philosophy at Fordham University. After trying his luck as a newscaster, 
freelance writer, and college teacher, he joined CIA in1951 as an analyst in 
the Near East section of the Office of Current Intelligence (OCI) in the Direc-
torate of Intelligence. He soon married Elizabeth Cashman; eventually they 
had a family of eight children, six daughters and two sons.

Tom’s expertise was widely acknowledged, but he was famous for resenting the 
editing that analysts suffer, and he grew increasingly unhappy with OCI man-
agement. The feeling was mutual—Tom wasn’t quite fired, but he was encour-
aged to seek a job elsewhere in the Agency. He found his niche in the Office of 
Training (later the Office of Training and Education), where from the outset he 
was recognized as an outstanding, even visionary, teacher. Tom helped create 
the area training program, including the courses on the Middle East and 
North Africa regions. During the mid-1960s, he developed the Vietnam Orien-
tation Course, an effort the chief of the Far East Division of the Directorate of 
Plans, William Colby, particularly praised.

In 1969, while still teaching, he became interested in the Agency’s history. The 
director of training, a former OSS officer, approved an unofficial project for Tom 
and worked out an arrangement that gave him time to conduct research—
including money to travel—and write a history of the origins of OSS under Will-
iam Donovan and its transformation into CIA. On this, Tom labored for five and 
a half years. His work came to the attention of senior Agency leaders, who sup-
ported and praised it, even though some in his office disapproved of it as a diver-
sion from its training mission. The result, Donovan and the CIA: A History of the 
Establishment of the Central Intelligence Agency, was initially published inter-
nally in two spiral-bound volumes classified SECRET. Most of the classified 
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