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Site: M\RR Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

M ssouri National Recreational River preserves two segnents of sone of the last free-
flowi ng portions of the once-wild Mssouri River. Not only is the "rec river" a unit of
the NPS, it is also part of the National WId and Scenic Rivers System The western 39-
mle reach has one of the best natural |andscapes associated with the river along its
entire course, very remniscent to that reported by Lewis and Cark in 1804-06. The
eastern 59-nile reach--with its w de, neandering channel, shifting sandbars, and
secondary channel s--contains some of the |ast forested floodplain and fl oodpl ain
wet | and habitats on the river. Both reaches provide habitats for several threatened and
endanger ed sepci es.

CGeographically, the two districts |lie along the South Dakot a- Nebraska border and on

ei ther side of the 98th Meridian, considered the eastern border of the Geat Plains.
The park's history boasts Anerican Indian honel ands and Lewis and O ark, as well as fur
trappers and traders, steanboat captains, and settlement of the Geat Plains. Numerous
st eanboat wecks lie beneath the river's sandy bottom

MNRR is a recreation oriented park with boating, fishing and hunting predomn nant.
Primtive canpi ng associ ated with canoei ng/ kayaki ng al ong the river is becom ng nore
popul ar and will be increasingly nore so as new |l ocations are identified.

The Centennial vision for the park and its partners is to devel op our education
capacity through exciting new interpretive displays, to draw i n new audi ences through
of f-site progranmng, and to provide nore effective orientation and safety information
for park visitors through a park filmand a handbook. New recreation opportunities

i ncl ude a canoe trail and a hiking/biking trail partnership with the Cty of Yankton
(SD) and Cedar County (NE). Other new facilities include |imted devel opment of the Bow
Creek and Geen Island tracts. Future resource managenent efforts will include
ecol ogi cal restoration of these two tracts through renoval of exotic plant species.

IMNRR has a growing |ist of supporters including the unbrella M ssouri River Corridor
(Assn.) and has a partnership with Jefferson National Parks Association

Resour ce managenent partners such as the Mssouri River Institute, the South Dakota
Depart nent of Game, Fish and Parks, and the Nebraska Ganme and Parks Conmi ssion are
al ready at work restoring the Mssouri River.

Par k nanagenent and its partners are | ooking forward to the opportunities that the
Centennial Challenge will present in order better to serve the visitor and protect
val uabl e resources.

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
Paul Hedren




Site: MRR STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard
to which all other park systens aspire.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Providing interpretive/orientation exhibits in partner visitor centers would
orient park visitors to the national recreational river and surroundi ng
resources. The NPS will have the opportunity to present safety nessages and
provi de informati on and educate visitors about the park's resources. Wrking
with park's partners in developing a regional trails network will serve the
recreati onal needs of an increasing percentage of the visiting public.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: MRR STEWARDSHI P

I nprove the condition of park resources and assets.

Restore native habitats by controlling invasive species and reintroduci ng key
pl ant and ani mal speci es.

Er adi cati ng i nvasi ve species on lands acquired by the park will allow for the
restoration of native habitats and preserve and enhance the park's natural
resources. In addition, the park would work with public and private

| andowners to acconplish this goal on |ands not nanaged by the park.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

| mprove the natural resources in parks, as neasured by the vital signs
devel oped under the Natural Resource Chall enge.

Creating a land protect program and providing funds for conservation
easenents will help protect critical resources and hence inprove or conserve
resources neasured through the vital sign nonitoring program (water quality,
vegetation, specialized plant conmunities, etc.).

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: MRR STEWARDSHI P

Assure that no compelling chapter in the Anerican heritage experience remains
untold and that strategically inportant |andscapes are acquired, as authorized by
Congr ess.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

A land protection programw Il help protect the riverine lands that are
crucial in ensuring good water quality, species diversity and protect

wat er sheds. Preventing indesireable devel opnent of private |ands al ong the
river and keeping lands in current agricultural uses is a high priority of
t he NPS.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: MRR STEWARDSHI P

Encourage children to be future conservationists.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

Interactive exhibits in partner visitor centers and waysi de exhibits, as well
as interpretive program content woul d enhance the ability of the NPS to
encour age youth to be conservati on m nded.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: MRR ENVI RONVENT
I nspire an environnental conscience in Anrericans.
Establi sh progranms to showcase exenpl ary environmental practices and increase

vi sitor awareness of how the practices apply to their daily lives, as
neasured by surveys.

Waysi de exhibits, exhibits in parkner visitor centers and interpretive
prograns woul d target the inportance of efficient water use and conservation,
good | and stewardshi p, and the inmportance and val ue of nmintaining and
pronoti ng ecol ogi cal biodiversity along the river corridor.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

M\RR ENVI RONVENT

Engage partners, communities, and visitors in shared environnental stewardship.

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

By engagi ng partners in developing multi-use recreational trails and in
eradi cating invasive species, the NPS will set the exanple for regional
envi ronnent al stewardshi p and awar eness. Sustai nabl e use practices will be
enphasi zed and showcased nati onw de.

Est abl i shing a | and protection programwould help to informand educate the
| ocal public about the inportance of keeping lands in current agricultural
uses and devel opi ng sustai nabl e practices that use Best Managenent Practices
for farms and housing tracts. Funding for conservation and scenic easements
woul d be a critical component.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

M\RR RECREATI ON

Encour age col | aboration anong and assist park and recreation systens at every

| evel federal, regional, state, local—+to help build an outdoor recreation network
accessible to all Americans.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

Working with private and public partners in devel opi ng and establishing a
regional multi-use recreational trails network woul d serve the needs of an
i ncreasi ng nunber of regional residents and park visitors.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: MRR RECREATI ON

Focus national, regional, and local tourismefforts to reach diverse audi ences
and young people and to attract visitors to | esser-known parks.

I ncrease visitation by 25 percent at |esser-known parks through a national
tourismeffort ainmed at hel ping people to discover the breadth of parks and
experi ences.

Devel oping and installing MNRR exhibits at partner visitor centers wll
enable nore visitors to becone faniliar with the park thereby increasing a
desire for a firsthand visit. |[In addition, providing mninal visitor

i mprovenents on park | ands woul d i ncrease the |ikehood of increased water-
borne recreation visitation.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

I ncrease the nunmber of visitors that attend ranger-facilitated prograns such
as campfire tal ks, hikes, and school prograns.

I ncreased nunber of seasonal interpretive enployees and pl acing them at
partner visitor centers would allow park to reach nmore visitors. Also, park
woul d be able to increase personal and non-personal services, both on-site
and off-site.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: MRR EDUCATI ON

I ntroduce young people and their famlies to national parks by using exciting
nmedi a and technol ogy.

I ncrease the number of web hits through the introduction of advanced,
interactive features that attract young people to national parks.

Park will continue to inprove its Juni or Ranger program and provi de online
t eacher resources and enploy | atest appropriate technology in attracting
young park visitors, such as podcasts.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Park exhibits for installation in partner visitor centers would use nodern
medi a and technology to interact with park visitors but also to engage in a
firsthand visit with the resource.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: MRR EDUCATI ON

Pronote life-long | earning to connect generations through park experiences.

Enroll an additional two million children in the Junior Ranger program

Park has a current Juni or Ranger programand will continue to update it. The
Lewis and Clark Visitor Center provides a centralized point of contact for
the NPS to reach Juni or Rnagers. Stationing seasonal interpretive enployees
at partnet visitor centers will provide nmore contact opportunities for this
pr ogr am

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: MRR EDUCATI ON

Inmpart to every Anmerican a sense of their citizen ownership of their national
par ks.

Increase visitors' satisfaction, understandi ng, and appreciation of the parks
they visit.

Park is still relatively newwi th fairly low visitor recognition.

Devel opnent of and placenent of interpretive exhibits in partner visitor
centers and in new y-acquiring | ands woul d i ncrease public perception,
under st andi ng and appreci ati on of the park.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S

Site: MRR PROFESSI ONALI SM

Be one of the top 10 places to work in Anerica.

Meet 100 percent of diversity recruitment goals by enpl oying people who
refl ect the face of Anerica.

Every effort will be nade to recruit locally anmobng Anerican Indians for
enpl oyment opportunities in the expansion of the Interpretive D vision and
t he establishment of a Protection Ranger Division.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



Site:

M\RR PROFESSI ONALI SM

Pronote a safety and health culture for all enployees and visitors.

Reduce the nunber of enployee lost-tinme incidents and serious visitor
injuries by 20 percent.

Provi di ng expanded NPS personal services contacts in partner visitor centers
and river patrol rangers will enable the NPS the opportunities to reach park
visitors directly and to educate them about having a safe river and
recreation visit. |Interpreters could reach the public in the field and
assi st patrol rangers in distributing safety messages to park visitors.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



