Palliative Care Advanced Practice Nurse 

Competency Domains

Clinical Judgment: Demonstrates advanced clinical judgment and decision making, based on expert knowledge and skill in the assessment, diagnosis, planning and management of complex human responses to life- limiting, progressive illness.

Advocacy and Ethics: Incorporates ethical principles and advanced practice professional standards in the care of patients and families receiving palliative care, while advocating for patients’ and families’ rights and access to quality palliative care.

Advanced General Statement: Demonstrates knowledge, skills and attitudes that are consistent with the advanced Scope and Standards of Hospice and Palliative Nursing Practice and ANA Code of Ethics for Nurses.

Collaboration: Promotes an interdisciplinary/ health care team approach to providing advance care team approach to providing advanced hospice and palliative care nursing to the patient, family, community and environment related to the potential or actual disease process and treatments.

Systems Thinking: Manages and negotiates the health care delivery system to enhance quality of life for patients and families experiencing life-limiting, progressive illness and facilitate the provision of comprehensive, coordinated care within and across health care settings.

Cultural and Spiritual Competence: Demonstrates and promotes culturally and spiritually competent care by respecting diversity, regarding culture, spirituality, gender, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation consistent with the advanced Scope and Standards of Hospice and Palliative Care Nursing Practice and ANA Code of Ethics for Nurses.

Facilitator of Learning: Demonstrates knowledge, skills, confidence and the application of adult learning principles when providing palliative care education to patients / families, health care professionals, and the community.

Communication: Communicates effectively with palliative care patients, families, and health care professionals by applying knowledge of communication theory and principles.

Research: Utilizes research to identify, examine, validate and evaluate current theories and palliative care practices with the goal of improved outcomes for palliative care patients, families and the community.

REFERENCE: Competencies for Advanced Practice Hospice and Palliative Care Nurses. Hospice and Palliative Care Nurses Association 2002.
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