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discards between the two Bsheriss.
Catchas of sablefizh by Gxed gear during
other periads xoay be rotained up to and
including the maximum retsineble
bycatch amount specifiad at §§ 672.20(g)
end §75.20(h) of this chepter if an
individual iz aboard when the catch is
made who has a valid IFQ caxd and
unused IFQ in the account on which the
card was issued. Catchey of sablefish in
axcess of the maximuwmn mtainable
bycatch amounts and calches made
without IFQ must be trested in the same
mannar as prohibited species.
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Scallop Fishery off Alaska: Closure of
Faderal Waters to Promect Scallop
Smeks

AGENCY: National Marine Fisharies
Service (NMFS}. Natianal Oceanic and
Aumospheric Administration (NOAAJ,
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of availability of fishery
managemeant pian: request for
comments.

SuMManY: The North Pacific Fishery
Management Couneil (Council} has
requestod NMFS 1o implamen a
propesed Fishery Managemant Plan for
the Scallop Fishery off Alasks (FMP).
Ths FMP would suthorize an interim
closure of Federal waters off Alsgka 1o
fishing for scallops for up to a 3-year
period. The intsrim closure is o

to prevent overfishing of seallop stocks
during the period of tizme an altarnative
fishery mansgement plan is developed
that would sllow the conwolled harvest
of scaliops in Federal watars. This
action is intended to promote the
objective of the proposed FMP to
prevent overfizhing of the xcallop

+ resource that conld otherwise result
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from unregulsted fishing for ops in
Fedaral waters, Comments sro rpauested
from tha public. Copies of the revised
FMP amendments may be obtaiped from
NMFS (soe ADDRESSES).
CATES: Comments on the propoged FMP
must be submitted by Juns 26, 1995.

ADBDRESSES: Comments on the 8

Management Division, Alasks Reg
NMFS, 708 West 9th Sweet, Jurieau.

29802, Attention: Lori J. Gravel Copies

of the proposed amendments ahd the
Environmentel Assessment/Regulatory
Impact Review/Initial Regulaig
Flexibility Analysis (EA/RIR/IRFA) for
the FMP may be obtained from/the same
address.

FOR FURTHER INFORMA'
Salvesan, Q0756867228

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
The scallop resource off Alagka has
been commercially exploited fbr aimost
30 years. Batween 1969 and 1991, abaut
40 percent of the annual scalldp

harvests came from State watebs. Since
1991, however, Alaska scalloplharvests
incrassingly have cccurred in Faderal
waters. In 1594, oply 14 percept of the
1.2 million ths {554 metric wnp (m1})
landed were barvested in Statd waters,
wilb the remainder harvested |n Federal
waters off Alaska.
The State of Alaska has marjaged the
scallop fishery in State and Faderal
wihters, consistent with section 306{a){3}
of the Magnuson Fishery Congervation
and Management Act (16 U.5.[0. 1801 &t
seq.)(Magnuson Aci}, which allows a
state to directiy regulste any ing
veszel outgide state waters if the vessel
is registered under the laws of that state.

scallop fishery by &t

fishing outside the j¢
State, contemplatio
owners to fish in Fe

a5l one vesyel

Swate regulations goglirning the scallop
fishery. and the likejlhood that
uncontrolled fishinglor scallops could
occur anywhere off Jlsska by the highly
mobile scallop procisor flest now
requires that Federad lations be

implemented to ¢o. scallop fishing
activity by vessel: (it choose not to
register with the Stql of Alaska,

To raspond o thedheod for Federal
management of the fallop fishery. the
Council adopted thiibropased FMP
undsr section 303 oithe Magnuson Acl.
The FMP would spgliify & long-term

optimum yiald for gl scallop fishery in
Federal waters off Aflaska as a numerical
range of 0~1.1 millifh 1bs {0499 mt) of
shucked scallop mdis. The FMP also
would authorize upllo a 1-ysar closure
of Federal waters tdqllishing for scaljops.
Puring the periad ditime Federal waters
are clozed to fishin@¥or scallops under
the FMP, the OY willild be aquai to zaro.
Tha intent of the FP is to prevent an
nontrolled fishery
for scallops in Fedglls] waters that could
rasult in overfishirglof scaliop stocks
ciitimne an alternative

¥ plan is developed
B Fshing for scallops

der & Federal

 consider the public

15 days of this

Director of Office of Btheries Conservotion
and Managemant, N{@onol Marina Fisheries
Sarvice.
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