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long.. 1 point B at 26°31.4'N. lat..
02°53.0'W. long. (See Appendix A of
this pan. Figure 4.}

(b} Adjustment of dates. In
accordance with the procedures and
restrictions of the Fishery Management
Plan for the Shnmp Fishery of the Gulf
of Mexico, the Regional Director may
adiust the closing and/or opening daie
to provide an earlier. later. shoner. or
longer closure, but the duration of the
closure may not exceed 90 days or be
iess than 45 days. Notice of an
adjustment of the closing or opening
date will be published in the Federal
Reginer.

§653.27 Prevantion ol gear coniicts

{3} No person may knowingly pisce in
the Gulf of Mexico EEZ sny articie,
including fishing gear. that interigres
with fishing or obstrucis or damages
fishing gear or the fishing vessel of
anotber: or knowingly use fishing gear
in such a fashion that it obstructs or
damapes the fishing gear or fishing
vessel of another.

{b) In accordance with the procedures
and restrictions of the Fishery
Management Pian for the Shrimp
Fishery of the Gulf of Mexito, the
Regional Director may modify or
establish separstion zones for shrimp
trawling and the use of fixed gearas
may be nevessary and appropriate to
prevent gear conflicts. Necesaary
prohibitions or resurictions will be
published in the Federal Register.

§65B28 Specificaily authorizeq acivities.
The Regional Director may authorize,

for the scquisition of information and

data, activities otherwise prohibited by

the regulations in this part.

IR Loc. 94-22342 Filed #-7-94: 143 pmy
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Norih Pacific Figheries Resaarch Plan

AGENCY: Nationa} Marine Fisherias
Service INMFS), Nationa! Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration [NOAA].
Commerce.

AGTION: Proposed specifications for
1995: request for comments.

SuMMARY: NMFS proposes North Pacific
Fisheries Research Plan (Research Plan)
specificanions for calendar year 1895,
The specifications would be used 1o
calculate fees 1o be paid by participants
in the Gulf of Alasks [GOA) groundfish

rer——nt

fisherv. Bering Ses and Aleutian islands
(BSAI management area greundfish _
fisherv, BSAl ares king ond Tannet crab
fisheries. and Pacific hslibut fishery in
convention walers off Alaska (Ressarch
Plan fisheries) to fund an abserver
Program 16 promate management,
conservation, ang scienmtific
undersianding of groundfish, halibut,
and crab resources off Alaska.

DATES: Comments must be received by
Qctober 2. 1994.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent
10. and additional infotnation can be
obtained from. Ronald ). Berg. Chiel.
Fisheries Management Division,
Region. National Marine Fisheries
Service. P.O. Box 21668, Junoau. AX
998021668 (Atm: Lori Gravel),

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Bim
S, Rivera, 907-586=7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Backgronnd

Section 313 of the Magnuson Acl. at
amended by section 404 of the High
Seas Driftnet Figherios Enforcement Act.
Public Lew 102--582, authorizes the
North Pacific Fishery Management
Cauncil (Council] to prapare, in
consultation with the Secretary of
Commerce {Secratary). 8 Ressarch Plan
for all fisheries under the Council's
jurisdiciion, except saimon fisheries. On
September 6. 1994. NMFS published o
fina! rule ar 59 FR 46126 to implement
the Research Plan. This ruls requires
that observers be ststioned on censin
fishing vessels and st U.S. fish
processors panicipsting in Research
Plan Gisheries. including exending,
thess reguirements to the halibue fishery
off Alaska. Observers will be deployed
for the purpoese of collecting data
necessary tor the conservalion,
monagement, ond scientific
understanding of fisheries under the
Council's suthority. The Research Plan
also establizshes a svsiem of fees to pay
for the costs of implementing the
Research Plan, beginning January 1.
1995. The fees are based on the exvesse!
value of retained catch from Research
Plon fisheries. Additional background
and rationale for messures implemented
under the Reserrch Plan we contained
i the preamble of the proposed rule
published May 6. 1994, and the fins!
rule. ond ate not repeated here.

NAIFS is publishing these proposed
specifications prior 10 the effeciive date
of the final rule implementing the
Research Plan. This is necessary
because of the requirerent for public
comment on proposed specifications for
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the fre collection program. and bepawse
the specifications must be in place

before the calendar vear for which
apply. It also aliows affected e
of the industreto be notified and Jor the
fee coliection systems to be pus in} place,

Anoual Eesearch Plan Speci GNS

Sectien §77.11 of the Researth Flan
repulations requires NMFS, afser
consuiting with the Council. apd| in the
case of observer coversge lavals ip the
crab fisheries. the Siate of Alagkel 1o
publish certain proposed specifigations
for the upcoming calendar veor in the
Federal Regisuer and to invite public
commentsy. Thesa proposad i

thev

specifications include slandasd gxvesscl
prices. to1ol exvesss) value. fen
percantage, levels of abserverscopesage
for Research Plan fisheries. and
emborkment/disembarkment pofts for
ohservers. s

NMFS prepared o report.
*Es1ahlishing the Fee Percenmppe and
Standard Ex-vessel Prices for'1905,” for
the Council's consideration of its June
1994 mesting. The report comsips
details of the derivation of thw
proposed specifications, inclu
sources of informpation and 4
that are not repeated here. y
10 comments received from the
and its advisory committees, the repon
was subsequently revised to provide 2
gremer breakdown of exvessel priges
and 10 refiect s revised first-
program. Copies of the revis
ore svailable {see ADDRESSER]

Proposed specifications for chlandear
vear 1995 are o5 (oliows:

1. Standard exvessel pricas. frandard
exvessel prices ore used 1o detgrmine
the annual fee percentage for thu
calendar year snd are the bagsi for
ealculoting bimonthly fee u?:ems.

pon

Standard exvessel prices fo¥ sgecies
harvesied in Research Plan fisheries ar
based en: i

a. Exvessel price information by
applicable spsson, area. gaarzu:l
processing sector for the i nL 12
momth period for which dafs are
available:

b. Factors that ere expeacisd o change
exvesse] prives in the upcom
calendar year: and |

c. Any other reisvan inforskstion that
may affect expected exvessel prices
during the calendar year. :

For 1895, proposad standasi exvesse!
prices of spacies from Pian
fishories. based on best available
information. are as follows

|
|
|
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ALttty reeerereR PSS AL memta — AP A bt mm
-  Price per
Speces - - g
weight
i)
Hamns wan et e e R SR 1.50
Tannar Cran:
[ 77« RN . ¥.80
C. apxlio . ORI 1.30
xing Crab:
Bristol Bay reg - ki fs
Ak red 4.07
Pritilct reg SO0
Noron Souno red 1.75
S sialthew diue ..., . am
Dunch Martor Drown - 222
Adak twomm —an 2.3
Bering Sea/ Gt of Almska regristory arags Wast
A ervCeniravEasiamm
Groursdtish, by area and gear -
omer Trowt Other Temwl hher Tranw!
* ouar oear qear genr genr gear
Arromnonty: fithrsr 9020 0020 0.020 o0 0.028 0.020
ATcs rresciare] . Q200 0.200 0,200 0.200 0.208 0.200
Dewcraater favsn - - 0.154 o112 0.11g G080
Demersas rockiish £.292 0.248 0.473 a.2as
FIMPRS e csccwmnn crmssnn it ssaes . nor2 Q.072 UV S
Fineaa sole (SO S 0.151 G148 0.151 ¢ 145
Greeniang et ... £.300 Q.300 N AR RO [ S
Orer damsn 0.020 0.0386 0.030 4.630 <X <] €.030
Ot rea reciish .. — 200 (184 ) e |
Other rockisn - 0.200 o200 jt -
Pacihc ocean perch . 0.200 0.200 0.200 0.200 G200
Paede: tixd [ 0.200 0.14% 0.208 0167 o317 0. 1886
Petage rocxfish 0.256 Q.v05 0278 Q106
FoRoC (A MBBSDN) . 0.08¢ oo 0478 0.090 2.078 0.078
Pofiock (5 seassn) 0.070 2070 0.078 04078 0.078 .078
Rock sois (with roe) ... £352 R e s
Rock scis (wio roe) 0.072 ogr2 v bl
SAraeRsh 0875 0.565 Q.958 0545 o982 .80
Shalicw water BaThsh 0147 0.150 LR 4 093
Shorraasrirsugneys 0.267 0572 0.278 0.372
Siope rocktish 0.275 0.104 0.268 0.104
Thormyhead rocilish 0483 G.326 0505 ! 0326
Yeliowin sole nbr2 X -2 (RN NS SRR S

VFor halian crassact mexint o wec {Resced s mated).

Mota: The Packin dazs wwacals (Rat. i the BSAL motersmds a1 shore-08sed Drocessors DR apprommalety the Sama ohee for palock our-
i) the (o8 TEASON. DLl INAl MOMEFSAIDS R 17 4% 1833 (NAN Shafm-DASHd DIZAS OUTING 1N\ AONWOE SBASAN. I @ SEPATAE ILANGArd Exvessel
PrCE 15 uSE o gh-Sed roCesSsons Cunieg e non—pe RISON. e proposed prce < S0.058. 1! 3 SePWAE SIANGAIG SAVAESSr DI A1LSea !
ShOre-DASED DrOCeSSars, T Droposes pnce =5 50072

2. Totel exvessel value. The total exvessel valus of Research Plan fisheries is calculated as the sum of the prooudn
of the standard exvessel prices established for the caiendar veor and projected retsined cotches. by species.

For 19935,
are as ioliows:

PROJECTED 1995 RETAINED CATCH. PRICE. AND EXVESSEL VALUE 8Y SPECIES

proposed tolal exvassel values of zpecies from Research Plan fisheries. based on best available information,

Retureds - E el
Species catch m}' p 2
{x1.000 ibs) {1,800}
it .- 44.000 1.50 85.000
Tarwrwr Crab:
<. bairg: - e 15200 1.80 27.360
C. oot 00,000 1.30 130.000
Kang Craty:
Briztel Bay reqay _ - 13,940 arn 48.840
Adak rec 1.000 407 4,070
Pl e 2.600 500 3.000
Nomon Souna reo 300 1.7% 525
St Manhew biue 2500 Ao 8,723
Outen Hamos Srows . - 1,200 222 2.6584
AGIN Droven . 4,100 231 9.471
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PROJECTED 1995 RETANED CATCH, PRICE. AND EXVESSEL VALUE BY SPeCiES—L{ontinued
. . Retanen | N Ewymssct
Seeces cawn - ;:gﬁg) iR
- (21.000 b5} por 1x31.000;
Tata erat . S 180800 1 . e X248 559
Groungtan
Atrowrooir Hounder e eeenaaarEere e - rrnenean N 8223 8.020 B
AW IOTKEret 106,175 0.200 21.23
Cawpwater Hathsh ... 12,628 0,112 1410
Onmecsal rockhsn .. 1.620 0.407 8589
FIBIETY vavrrrimsmrrrsemtmrreascor oamnescommssbet bihm bie i« -4 SRR R AR S 1o 1Yot re 2mnm AT TR R mnnan ek EebaRE 3 mmn e ann 18,037 s.or2 1.370
Fiathean solg ... 4.067 0.149 ape
Greaniand wrdot 13,758 0.300 4.139
Orker Hathsh . 17,855 a.030 520
Other reg rockfsh 364t {.200 728
Otreer moCBEN (s 3082 0.200 6617
Pacihe ocean perch ... g0 a.200 193
Pacme cod ... aaras e 356.05) 0,176 82842
Pelatne rOCKHRER ..o, 5,636 a.116 Ba6
Follatk {A season} ... 1,061,108 0.081 36,399
Poliock (B seasan ... 1,719,046 0.07 IR .A97
HOCK SO16 (WiQ 1) .. 18.006 o7 $.295
Rock solg {(with 108} ... 28.1399% 0.352 9.985
SADIAEET v emres 52,243 0.814 ar 747
Shatiow water Hamsn 12,685 0.450 2.052
Shorraxes:rougneye 2815 0.19% Lh
Stooe FOCKESN ..o 13,388 0,105 1400
TROMIYHERT FOERMSE it rirenrmcnes prsasrrms e re sy e smnr e rmees yren os vett bt 1,802 0.389 701
WRIHOWIIE SOIE o isanouravesas oartvasan coneme e bEatmR Ebn L4408 TR R RN Y3 RO S S S 152,485 0.072 15977
OIS CHOUIMIIEN tovieveee oo oo ccrerecsvaamsammsiaszrnsreers en o eas e seeh RS A e T2 208 2220 AR THS b minn s s n s ST nnn e AGAZO0E5 | e, » 383,737
Research Pun Fenanes Totat+ 5693 malda
| Exvesssl pnoes ior grourgthsh Zre weighled auerade prces JCr0%E @rea and gear.
7 The product o Tetined ca1ch ang pRce O0S DOt NECessanty equat the LXvessel vohue gue 16 foundag of reLingd calch and prge
3 Amwr 52,1 rmuton of catcn in State walers & Butiracted.
+ Tol Goes NoYL PXACTY agual Sum of 10t grounthsh, halkbut, 3N Crap due O LUGINgG.
Nats: 11 2 BSAT polinck PeA-fOn SeRsGn Dhce of SU,.058 per pow 15 used 10/ 2-388 DYOCESSOTE MSIead of the SNOTE-DASEd Processor phce ol
S 072, tota exvesse) value & reduced Oy 300U 513 miben, Trne gse of a shore-tased procesaor

ocK scte pree of 50.072 mmum:h:t:t yoar
I6¢ rock S8 GeEVeTies 10 SROMS-BASEE DIOCEsSSOrs wistead Of e at-se3 procassor prcs of 50,352 ouning tha roe foCK sale Bishery S koo

value by w55 than 503 mulion,

1. Kesearch Plan fee percentoge, The
Research Plan fee percentoge for o
cotendar vear must enual the lesser of 2
prerent of the exvessed value of retmoed
catch in thie Kesearch Plan fisheries or
the fer percentage calcuiated using the
following equation:

Fes percemage=0100=(RRPC - FH - OF Y
Virit — NPR).
where:

RRPC ix Lhe projection of recoverable
Kesezrch Plan costs for the coming
year:

FB is the projected end of the vear
balance of funtds collecred under
the Research Plan:

OF is the projeciion of other funding for
the coming vear:

V'is the projected exvessel value of
relained catch in the Research Plan
fisheries for the caming year: ond

NPR is the percend (expressed as o
decimal) of fee azssessmaents that arc
expected 1o result in nonpavment.

For 1995 the best estimaie of RRPC is

$13.4 muillion. FB will be S0 for 1985

betause no fevs will b colicoted in
1883, no belance of funds at the end of
1044 will be applicd against program
costs w1855, OF for 19935 is projecicd
0 be: §2.6 miliion. consisung of $2.1
miltion trom NMFS and 50.5 miliion
from the Alaska Depanment of Fisb and
Game. V for 1995 is estimaied to be
56927 million. os described under item
Z above. NPR is estimated at 2.5 percent.
Theretore. applying the formula obove.
the calculated (e percentage would be:
1100x($15.4 million — 5G ~ $2.6 mitlion)/
§682.7 milljonl/(1 — .025) = 1.9
purcent.

Becouse the calcuiated fee is less than
the maximum assessahle fee. the
proposed {ee percentage for 1995 15 1.4
percent.

4. Observer rovaroge. For 1985,
ubserver coversge levuis in Research
Plan fisheries are unchonged from 1994
and are set our a1 §677.16{a).

5. Embarkments/disembatkment poris.
For 1995, pheerver comations and
vessels required to have observer

roverave arvange for shserver I
cinharkment ond disemborkment. NMFPS
15 ot invelved in this orongement.
Theretore, speciflication of epbgrkmen
disemuarkment porns lor :m‘éﬁtp nol
necessary.

Final Research Plan Specifications
NMFS will consider commuents
received on these proposed ;
specifications ond. alter congufting wi
the Councii. witl publish fina!
specifications in the Federal Register.

Classilication

This action is proposed 10 by 1akuen
under the authority of 50 CRR 677.11. o~
published at 58 FR 46126. Septembor 1,
1944, and is cxempt trom revigw ander
E.O. 12866,

Dured: Septembier b, 1944
Gary Matlack.

Progmm Management Officer. Masjomil
Murine Fishermas Service.
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