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Plan (FMF}, requires an owner of a
vessel operating in the limited-entry
fishery to have & Federally issued
limited-entry permit with an
appropriate vessel size endorsement. In
anticipation of a delay in issuing final
regulations that wiil aliow the stepping-
up of size endorsements by combining
permits, NMFS is extending the current
3-month suspension of effectiveness of
the vessei size endorsement requirement
for an additionai 14 days, until Aprii 15,
1994. The intent of this action is to
allow owners of vessels thst are larger
than the size endorsed on their permits,
who intend to increass the vessel size
endorsed by combining limited-entry
permits, to participate in the limited-
entry fishery. They would otherwise be
barred from the fishery pending
issuanca of the rule aliowing the
combining of perrnits.
EFFECTIVE DATE: Effective March 31,
1594, this document extends the
suspension of the effactive date for 50
CFR 663.33(f{2) from 0001 hours (local
time] April 1, 1994, through 2400 hours
{local time) April 14, 1994.
FOH FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Willlam L. Robinson st 206--526-6140.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
November 18, 1592, NMFS published
regulations, eifective January 1, 1994,
establishing a licanse-limitation limited-
entry system for the Pacific Coast
commarciai groundfish fishery. The
reguiations, among other things, require
that an owner of & vessel operating in
the limited-entry fishery have a
federaily issued limited-entry permit
with an appropriste vessel size
endarsement. Limited-entry permits are
transferrable and may be combined in
order to increasa the sizs endorsement.

Under § 663.33(0){2), the ownerof a
vessel that is larger than the size
endorsed on the permit could not
participate in the fishery until he/she
obtained a single permit endorsed with
the size of the larger vessel. The size
endorsement requirement was
suspended (59 FR 238; January 4, 1994)
for 3 months, until April 1, 1904,
pending impiementation of & rule that
woulid establish a schedule for
combining its from smailer veaseis
{with smailer length endorsements) into
ane permit for a larger vessel with a
larger length endorsement. The
proposed rile for incressing size
andorsements was published in the
Federsi Re on February 285, 1994
(59 FR 9171}, and the comment period
ended March 21, 1994.

A number of vessel owners have
acquired larger vessels and sdditional
limited-entry permits. However, until

issued. they wiil not know the exact
number of permits from smaller vessels
they wiil need 1o satisfy the iength
endorsement for the larger vessel. Even
if the final rule were effective by April
1, 1994, when the current suspension of
the length endorsement expires, vessel
owners would need additional time to
compiete transfers of permits. Under

§ 663.33(f)(2], none of these vessel
owners couid participate in the fishery
until he/she obtained & single permit
endorsed with the size of the iarger
vessel. Therefore., it ia necessary to
extend the suspension of the vessel size
endorsement requirernent for an
additional 14 days, until April 15, 1994.

Failure to extend the suspension of
the size endorsement requirement
wouid prevent limited-entry permit
owners who have aiready obtained, or
are in the process of obtaining,
additional limited-entry permits for
combination into a larger parmit. from
participating in the limited-entry fishery
until NMFS issues the necessary finai
rule. The limited-entry program is not
intended to prevent permit owners from
participating in a fishery for which they
have cbtained the appropriate limited-
entry permits.

uspanaion 1o remit a such, f any.
s ion to t in m any,
sdditional harvest capacity entering the
Hmited-entry fishery during the time of
the suspension. The harvest of all mejor
taken in the limited-entry
fishery until April 13 is controlled with
restrictive trip limits that serve asa
disincentive to any permit holders
bringing niew, iarge-capacity fishing
vessels into the fishery.

Classificati

This fihal rule is issued under the
Magnuson Fishary Conservation and
Management Act, 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Because this rule must be in effect at the
time the current suspension of
sfioctiveness axpires, in order to allow
vessel owners who inm:ihzo m:
permits (o participate in ited-
entry fishery, pending establishment of
a system to combine permits, it is not
in the public interest to provide prior
public comment under the
Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.5.C.
553(b}{3)(B)). Also, because this rule
temporarily relieves a restriction, it is
being mads effective immediately
without a 30-day delay iz effectiveness
under 5 U.5.C. 553{d}{1).

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 683

Dated: March 28, 1994,
Charies Kamneils,

Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, Nationai Marine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, the suspension of 50 CFR
663.33(1)(2) is extended from 0001 hours
{local timej April 1, 1994, through 2400
hours {locai timej April 14, 1994.

{FR Doc. 94-7721 Filed 3-31-04: 8:45 amij
BHLAiNG CODE 3510-22-p

50 CFR Part 675
{Docket No. ms:w.mzssm

Groundilsh of the Bering Sea and
Alsutian isiands Area

AGENCY: National Maririe Fisheries
Service (NMFS], National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Modification of observer
coverage requirements,

SUMMARY: NMFS is modifying 1994
observer coverage requirements
established for operators of certain
catcher or processor vesseis
participating in a directad fishery for
groundfish in statistical srea 517 during
or Pacific open in
and Aleutian uua&':” area
{BSAI). This action is necessary to
implement gear specific cbserver
coverage requirements that result from
new reguiations im
Amendment 24 to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Groundfish
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Area (FMP] that silocste the
BSAI Pacific cod total allowable catch
{TAC) among vessels uxing trawi. book-
and-line or pot, and jig geer. This action
is intended to carry out the objectives of
the North Pacific Fishery Management
Council.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Effective March 29,
1994, and expires 12 midnight, Alasks
local time, Decemsber 31, 19904.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: .

Management
NMFS, {307} 5887228,
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
g.ymuhﬁshednfﬁmlnﬂnmmﬁmm

on january 20, 1994 (59
3000}, that implemented & change in
1994 ohserver coverage requiremsnts for
vessels participsting in a directed
fishery for groundfish in BSAI statistical
ares 517, The rule required an cperator
of & catcher or processor vesssl aquai to
or greater than 60 feet (18.3 m) in length

-



- —

e A e+

Federal Register / Vol.

54, No. 63 / Fridav, April 1, 1984 / Rules and Reeulations

15347

{38.1 m} LOA to have a NMFS-cerufied
observer on board the vessel each dav
that it is used to parucipate in & directed
fisherv for grounafish in statistical area
517 during the pened that the 1994
directed fisherv for Pacific cod is open.
NMFS published a second rule in the
Federal Register on {snuary 28, 1994
(58 FR 4009), that suspended the
effective date of the change in 1994
observer coverage requirements unnl
February 12. 1934. to provide adequate

' time for operators of catcher or

processor vesseis to comply with these
new requirements. Reasons for these
actions are set forth in the Federai
Register as referenced above.

On january 28, 1994, NMFS
published in the Federal Register a final
rule implementing Amendment 24 to
the FMP (53 FR 4009). These
reguiations: {1} Allocate the 1994 Pacific
cod TAC among vesseis using trawi,
hook-and-line or pot gear, and jig gear.
end (2} seasonally apportion the amount

of the Pacific cod TAC allocated to
vessels using hook-and-line or pot gear.
The 1994 observer coverage
requirements implemented for vesseis
participating i1 a directed fishery for
grounofish in statistical area 517 duning
the period of time that & directed fishery
for Pacific cod is open must he modified
to reflect gear specific allocations of
BSA! Pacific cod implemented under
Amendment 24.

NMFS modifies 1994 observer
coverage requirements for vessels
fishing for groundfish in statistical area
517 so that a vessel equal to or greater
than 60 feet (18.3 m) LOA and less than
125 feet {38.1 m) LOA using trawi,
hook-and-line or pot. or fig gesr must
have a NMFS-certified obsarver on
hoard the vessel each day that it is used
to participate in a directed fishery for
grounafish in statistical area 517 during
the period that a directed fishery for
Pacific cod 15 open to vessels using that

respective gear type.

Classification

This action is taken under 50 CFR
675.25. Because this action 15 required
to provide reiief to vessel owners who
atherwise wouid be required to obtain
expanded observer coverage, it is
unnecessary and not in the public
interest to provide prior public
comment under § U.5.C. 553(b)(3]. Also,
because this actuon temporanly relieves
a restriction. it is being made effective
itnmediately without a 30-dav delay in
effectiveness under 5 U.S.C. 5531d){1).

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 675

Fisheries. Reponting and
recordkeeping requirements.

Dated: March 29, 1504,
David S. Crestin,
Acting Director. Office of Fisheries
Conservation and Management, National
Marine Fishertes Service.
{FR Doc. 94-7818 Filed 3-29-84; 4.33 pmj
BILLING CODE 3510-22-8



