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APPROVED 2/13/07
KING COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD

REGULAR MEETING, JANUARY 9, 2007

EXCHANGE BUILDING CONFERENCE ROOM 6A

Members Present:  Nancy Dow-Witherbee, Lisbeth Eddy, James Nobles, Eleanor Owen, Allan Panitch, Ron Sterling, Eugene Wan, Gwendolyn Williams 

Members Absent:  None
Guest Present:  None
Staff Present:  Rhoda Naguit, Jean Robertson

Board Chair Eleanor Owen convened the King County Mental Health Advisory Board Meeting at 4:40 p.m.
I.
APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 2006 MEETING MINUTES

A minor correction was noted on the heading under Item I.  Change December to November.

Jim Nobles made a motion which was seconded by Nancy Dow-Witherbee to approve the December 12, 2006 meeting minutes as amended.  The motion was approved unanimously.

II.
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

Board Chair Eleanor Owen combined the Chair and Liaison report.  Washington State Hospital (WSH) is reorganizing their wards to accommodate a group of individuals identified as highest functioning people for PACT team program.  WSH has notified social workers and clinical staff the need to identify people to be referred to counties with PACT team programs.
Eleanor informed the Board that due to Helen Nilon’s resignation from the Board, the position of Vice Chair is currently vacant.  Eleanor opened the floor for nominations.  Eugene Wan and Nancy Dow-Witherbee were nominated.  Eugene declined the nomination.

Jim Nobles then made a motion, which was seconded by Lis Eddy to approve the nomination of Nancy Dow-Witherbee as Vice Chair.  She will serve in this position until the election of officers on June 12, 2007.  The motion was unanimously approved.
III.    COMMITTEE REPORTS

Legislative Advocacy & Public Affairs Committee – Jim Nobles

The committee has not had a meeting since the Legislative Forum. 
Nominations Update – Nancy Dow-Witherbee

Paul Goode, Board applicant, could not make it to the meeting today but plans to attend the February 13, 2007 Board meeting.  
Quality Council 
The chairmanship of Quality Council is currently vacant due to Helen Nilon’s resignation.  Ron Sterling agreed to fill the position for one year only.
Recovery Initiatives Committee – Eugene Wan

The committee discussed confidentiality and peer specialist issues.  An RFP for training material will be available in January 2007.  
IV.
STAFF REPORT

Jean Robertson gave an update on PACT Team program.  PACT serves 90-100 people.  The selected second PACT provider is Highline West Seattle Mental Health in partnership with Valley Cities Counseling and Consultation and Transitional Resources.

In a meeting with the state King County RSN identified a major issue regarding Washington State standard requirement of 3-5 RNS per PACT Team.  This requirement will be impossible to meet due to a national shortage of RNs.     

For an integrated team approach, there is a need to develop a PACT oversight or stakeholder group that will bring together peers and consumers.  Jean asked if any Board member would like to be a part of this group.  Lisbeth Eddy expressed willingness to represent the Board if her schedule permits.  Nancy Dow-Witherbee will be her alternate.

The County applied for 2163 grant which provides local funding for housing and impacts jail population.  The County was awarded $3.3M.  Eleanor asked how many housing slots will be available under this program.  Jean will give the figures at next month’s Board meeting.

Local peer counselor training is being pursued.  This training is part of King County’s efforts to promote employment, peer counselors, and clubhouses.  
Concern about peer counselor certification was discussed lengthily.  Jean will get more information about peer training that required by the state for certification.  

There is a piece of legislation endorsing GAU pilot project for King and Pierce counties.  Jean asked the Board for support for this legislation.  Discussion followed.   Several Board members asked for more time to review the legislative bill before casting their vote on it.
Eugene Wan made a motion which was seconded by Nancy Dow-

Witherbee, to provide more time for the Board to review the legislative bill before taking any action.  The Board will email their response or vote to Eleanor Owen.

Jean shared some bills of interest, which include revising procedures for individuals who are mentally ill and engaging in acts constituting criminal behavior, and DMIO project expansion proposal.

Jean will forward future legislative bills to Board members as they come.  She encouraged them to email her their comments, if any.  

V.
LIAISON REPORTS

Eleanor Owen:  Western State Hospital, Highline West Seattle Mental Health Center

Refer to Chair’s Report.

Gwendolyn Williams:  Therapeutic Health Services

No report.
Eugene Wan:  Community Psychiatric Clinic

No report.
Allan Panitch:  Seattle Children’s Home

No report.
Jim Nobles:  District Mental Health Court

No report.

Nancy Dow-Witherbee:  Harborview Mental Health Services
No report.
VII.
BOARD AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS/NEW BUSINESS
Lis Eddy gave a brief report about the Community Crisis Alternative Plan Workgroup Meeting she attended.  She was the only representative from law enforcement in this meeting.  The group was divided into two groups.  One group is focused on treatment and services before booking and the other group dealt with diversion of misdemeanants.  The latter group was attended mostly by lawyers.  Lis joined the other group.  They shared some good ideas and developed a workplan.  The next meeting of the workgroup is scheduled on January 19th and the final meeting will be on February 9th.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:20pm.
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