
T
h

e
 S

p
ir

it
 o

f 
In

n
o

v
a

ti
o

n
 i

n
 T

ra
n

sp
o

r
ta

ti
o

n

J ohn  A . Vo lpe  Transpor t a t ion  I n te rnsh ip

Vo l p e  N a t i o n a l  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  S y s t e m s  C e n t e r

U
.S

.D
epartm

ent o
f T

ranspo
rtatio

n
R

esearch and Special Program
s A

dm
inistration

Jo
hn A

.V
o

lpe N
atio

nal T
ranspo

rtatio
n S

ystem
s C

enter
H

um
an R

esources M
anagem

ent D
ivision,D

T
S-84

55 Broadw
ay

K
endall Square 

C
am

bridge,M
assachusetts 02142-1093

The  Vo lpe  Center

The Volpe Center is a market-driven Federal resource for
innovation in transportation.  Part of the U.S. Department
of Transportation’s Research and Special Programs
Administration, the Volpe Center develops integrated,
multimodal approaches to critical transportation issues.

For over 25 years, the Volpe Center has been applying 
its unique technical knowledge in planning, research,
development, assessment, and technology integration and
deployment to enhance the effectiveness and responsiveness
of Federal organizations having critical transportation
responsibilities.

Established in 1970 by then-Secretary of Transportation
John A. Volpe, the Center is charged with championing
transportation from a systemwide perspective. The Center
provides leadership and rapid response with teams of
experts from government and industry to help decision
makers define problems and pursue solutions necessary to
lead transportation into the 21st century.

The Center assists government organizations seeking its
expertise in a number of areas, including human factors
research; system design and assessment; global tracking,
surveillance, and sensor technologies; strategic investment
and resource allocation; and organizational effectiveness.
In these and other areas, the Center provides its customers
with valued policy support and strategic planning and
analysis.

In essence, the Volpe Center is a catalyst for innovation – a
source of critical insight necessary to realize transportation’s
promising future.
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As part of the Volpe National Transportation Systems 
Center’s (Volpe Center’s) efforts to identify, attract, and hire 
the highest quality Federal technical staff for the Volpe Center,
we have established a graduate-level transportation internship. 
This program, initiated by the thirteenth U.S. Secretary 
of Transportation, Rodney E. Slater, is to recognize the 
contributions of the second Secretary of Transportation, John
A. Volpe. It establishes an internship awarded annually in his
name to an exceptional graduate-level scholar. 

The internship features major tuition assistance and paid work
opportunities at the Volpe Center for outstanding graduate
students in the engineering, scientific, and social science 
disciplines who have expressed an interest in working in the
field of transportation.  The program will serve as a vehicle for
gaining national access to the best pool for new leadership in
the field of transportation and expose graduate students to the
opportunity to experience the feeling of “making a difference”
for their country while working at the Center.

John A. Volpe was a distinguished businessman, civic leader,
Federal administrator, and public servant, who gave of himself
so that others might benefit.  During his third term as
Governor of Massachusetts, John Volpe joined President
Nixon's Cabinet on January 20, 1969, as Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Transportation (DOT).  In 1970, Secretary
Volpe's vision and initiative established DOT’s Transportation
Systems Center in Cambridge, Massachusetts, a Federal fee-
for-service research and analysis organization later renamed to
honor Secretary Volpe and his many contributions to improving
transportation safety, capacity, and efficiency.

Purpose  o f  I n ternsh ip

Safety Economic Growth and Trade 
Mobility Human and Natural Environment
National Security
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