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	NOAA In Your State
Idaho

	“NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your state (as of January 2008).” 

· Vice Admiral Conrad Lautenbacher

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator
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	Idaho - Statewide

National Weather Service and NOAA Research

Incident Meteorologist Program and Earth Systems Research Laboratory

Fire Weather Services and Support

The National Weather Service (NWS) fire weather forecasters are called Incident Meteorologists (IMETS).  When a fire reaches a large enough size the IMETS are called out to the fire to provide constant weather updates and forecast briefings to the fire incident commanders at the fire.  The IMETS are very important members of the fire fighting team, as changes in the fires are largely due to changes in the weather.  To improve NWS fire weather services to the public, NOAA’s Earth System Research Laboratory (ESRL) conducts modeling, instrumentation and data services research.  ESRL data dissemination and display systems are designed to be used by trained meteorologists, the US Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land Management.  For example, the FX-Net thin client system and the Gridded FX-Net full function system are ESRL-developed software systems that are a critical part of the equipment the IMETS bring with them to the fire.  These mobile PC–based client software packages are used by NWS forecasters at fires in all 50 states. Computer servers that communicate with the mobile PC clients are located in Hawaii, Alaska, Utah, Colorado, Texas and New York.  The PC-base clients are also used by state emergency managers in many of the NWS regional areas.  Other collaborators who work to improve NWS fire weather services include the University of Colorado in Boulder (CU), NCAR and private sector instrumentation companies.

National Marine Fisheries Service

Northwest Regional Office and Science Center
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is responsible for the management, conservation and protection of living marine resources within the United States' Exclusive Economic Zone (water three to 200 mile offshore). Using the tools provided by the Magnuson-Stevens Act, NMFS assesses and predicts the status of fish stocks, develops and ensures compliance with fisheries regulations, restores and protects habitat and works to reduce wasteful fishing practices, and promote sustainable fisheries. Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act, NMFS recovers protected marine species (i.e. whales, turtles). With the help of the six regional offices and eight councils, NMFS is able to work with communities on fishery management issues. 

The Northwest Regional Office (located in Seattle, Wash.) is composed of five divisions: Sustainable Fisheries, Habitat Conservation, Protected Resources, Salmon Recovery, and Hydropower. Key fish species managed in the Northwest Region are West Coast groundfish and halibut, and Pacific salmon and steelhead. Key marine mammal and endangered species in this region are Puget Sound killer whales and Pacific salmon and steelhead. For more information see: http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/.
The Northwest Fisheries Science Center (located in Seattle, Wash.) conducts research to help conserve and protect living marine resources (i.e., salmon, groundfish, killer whales) in the northeast Pacific Ocean, primarily in the California Current off the Washington and Oregon coast, as well as inland rivers and streams of Washington, Oregon and Idaho where anadromous fish such as salmon occur. For more information see: http://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/.
The Northwest Regional Office and Science Center are responsible for the following states:  Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana.
NOAA Research

Earth System Research Laboratory

Ground Based GPS Meteorology

The Earth System Research Laboratory operates and maintains the Ground-Based GPS Meteorology project, currently consisting of more than 300 GPS water vapor observing systems that provide near real-time integrated precipitable water vapor (IPW) measurements for weather forecasting, climate modeling, observing system calibration and validation, and research. This project provides water vapor data available to all users. For more information, visit http://www.gpsmet.noaa.gov/jsp/raob.jsp.
ID-1 (Boise)
National Marine Fisheries Service
Boise Field Office
This office houses staff members of the NMFS Northwest Regional Office who perform Endangered Species Act consultations on land and water management activities and hatcheries, and undertake recovery planning for listed salmon species in the state. Please visit: http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/.
National Marine Fisheries Service
Office of Law Enforcement 
Boise Field Office
NOAA Fisheries Service Office for Law Enforcement is dedicated primarily to the enforcement of laws that protect and regulate our nation’s living marine resources and their natural habitat. OLE special agents and enforcement officers have specified authority to enforce over 37 statutes, as well as numerous treaties related to the conservation and protection of marine resources and other matters of concern to NOAA. Numerous issues dealing with the resource-rich waters of Washington, Oregon and Idaho remain a time-consuming endeavor for the NWD. With the "over fished" designations for nine species of groundfish on the west coast, the NWD has been fully engaged in the development of Rockfish Conservation Areas (RCAs) and implementation of a VMS for as many as 500 limited entry fishing vessels. 

Special agents in the NWD focus on two Fishery Management Plans in the Northwest which manage over 146 species of fish and 15 species of marine mammals found within the three states. Focusing on endangered salmon recovery, minimizing marine mammal harassments and implementing VMS on the west coast ground fishery have been high priorities. The agents, officers and support personnel in this division are charged with the enforcement of marine resource laws covering over 89,241 square miles of ocean, 142,202 miles of inland waters and critical habitat and the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary. For additional information on the NMFS Office of Law Enforcement, please visit our web site: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ole/nw_northwest.html.
ID-1 (Grangeville)
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Grangeville Field Office
This office houses staff members of the NMFS Northwest Regional Office who perform Endangered Species Act consultations on land and water management activities and hatcheries, and undertake recovery planning for listed salmon species in the state.  Please visit: http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/.
ID-2 (Arco)
NOAA Research

Climate Reference Network 

Each U.S. Climate Reference Network (USCRN) station provides benchmark measurements of surface air temperature and precipitation.  Collectively the USCRN measurements monitor and document the National annual average temperature and precipitation trends across the lower 48 contiguous states over long periods of time.  Deploying USCRN stations in Alaska will provide similar monitoring and documentation across Alaska.  The modernization of the U.S. Historical Climatology Network (USHCN-M) will increase the reference observational network making it possible to track U.S. regional annual average temperature and precipitation trends over long periods of time.  A list of the operational sites and links to their data are available at: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/sites.html.  
ID-2 (Boise) 
National Ocean Service 
National Geodetic Survey 
Geodetic Advisor 
The Geodetic Advisor is a jointly funded National Ocean Service (NOS) employee that resides in the state to provide liaison between NOS and the host state. The Geodetic Advisor guides and assists the state's charting, geodetic and surveying programs through technical expertise. This program also provides technical assistance in planning and implementing Geographic/Land Information System: (GIS/LIS) projects. For additional information on the Geodetic Advisor program, please contact: http://www.ngs.noaa.gov/ADVISORS/AdvisorsIndex.shtml.
National Weather Service
Weather Forecast Office 
Located at the National Interagency Fire Center in Boise, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for southeast Oregon and southwest Idaho. For additional information on the Boise Weather Forecast Office, please visit http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/Boise.
ID-2 (Idaho Falls)
NOAA Research 
Air Research Laboratory Field Research Division
The Field Research Division of the Air Resources Laboratory supports the Department of Energy Idaho Falls facility and conducts atmospheric transport and diffusion field programs around the country in support of federal, state, and local environmental air quality programs, and support for homeland security issues.  For additional information on the Idaho Falls facility, please contact: http://www.noaa.inel.gov/.
ID-2 (Murphy)

NOAA Research

Climate Reference Network 

Each U.S. Climate Reference Network (USCRN) station provides benchmark measurements of surface air temperature and precipitation.  Collectively the USCRN measurements monitor and document the National annual average temperature and precipitation trends across the lower 48 contiguous states over long periods of time.  Deploying USCRN stations in Alaska will provide similar monitoring and documentation across Alaska.  The modernization of the U.S. Historical Climatology Network (USHCN-M) will increase the reference observational network making it possible to track U.S. regional annual average temperature and precipitation trends over long periods of time.  A list of the operational sites and links to their data are available at: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/sites.html.  
ID-2 (Pocatello)
National Weather Service 
Weather Forecast Office
Located at Pocatello Municipal Airport, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for most of eastern Idaho. For additional information on the Pocatello Weather Forecast Office, please visit http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/Pocatello.
ID-2 (Salmon)
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Salmon Field Office
This office houses staff members of the NMFS Northwest Regional Office who perform Endangered Species Act consultations on land and water management activities and hatcheries, and undertake recovery planning for listed salmon species in the state. Please visit: http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/.
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