OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF

DEFENSE RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING
3040 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON. DT 20301-3040

August 22, 2008

Rear Admural William S. Siokes
Executive Director. Inleragency Coordinsting Comminee
on the Vahdation of Allernative Methods
National Institute of Environmental Heahh Soonwees
P.(}. Bax 12233
. Mail Code EC-17
Rescurch Tnangle Park, NC 27709

Dear RADM Stokex:

| um replymg to Dr. Wilson'< letter dated February 28, 2008, requesting the Department
of Defense™s review of two i vifrp tost recommendanons from the Interagency Coonlinating
Committee on the Validation of Alramative Methods (ICCVAM). The Department emdorses
using these neutral rad uptake (NKL) assavs, BALB/c 3T3 mouse fibroblasts (3T) and the
normal human cpidermal keratinocyte (NHK), for estimaling starting doscs for acute oral
toxicity tests. The Depurtment decs not currently have research programs where preliminary
rescarch on both starting dose and LDs; is unknown. In applications where starting or LD
doses are necded, then rescarchers will be encouraged 10 use (hese new altematives as a method
to mimimize the use of animals as appropriate w support rescarch goals.

The Department will use o vuriety of mechanisms to promote and encourage the use of
these test methidy, Inliorming Department scientists and veterinarians will be sceommplished
through netivities such as newsletters and training scssions for both Institutional Animal Care
and Lise Committee (IACUC) members and laboratory personnel. Extramural scientists
suppanrting Department reseurch will be informed of these alternative test methods through their
interactions with Department persennel and IACLUCs, The Depurtment of Defense takes very
serieusly our responsibility to develop and encouruge methods that replace, reduce, and refine

+ the use of animals in research.

I uppreciate your leadership role in the federal government’s effort to identify and
validate aliernatives to using animals in research. The [ICCVAM has been instrumental in
facilitating federal-wide endorsement of alternatives w animal use,

Sinverely,

Roben E. Foster. Ph.D
Mhroctor, BioSyvstems
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