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Injury Among Texas Youth
2001 Texas Youth Risk Behavior Survey

In the spring of 2001, the Texas Department of Health, in cooperation with the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, conducted a statewide, school-based Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS).  The 2001 survey represents the
first time that Texas has successfully completed a statistically representative YRBS survey for the state.
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Unintentional Injury

Seat Belt Use

• When riding in a car driven by someone else, 10.4
percent of students had rarely or never worn a seat
belt (see Figure 1).

• Male students (12.9%) were significantly more
likely than female students (7.7%) to have rarely
or never worn a seat belt.

• No significant differences exist among students by
race/ethnicity group or grade level.

Motorcycle Helmet Use

• Among students who had ridden a motorcycle
during the 12 months preceding the survey, 47.1
percent had rarely or never worn a motorcycle
helmet (see Figure 2).

• Hispanic students (59.7%) were significantly
more likely than white students (40.6%) to have
rarely or never worn a motorcycle helmet.

• No significant differences exist among students by
gender or grade level.



Bicycle Helmet Use

• Among students who had ridden a bicycle during
the 12 months preceding the survey, 92.4% had
rarely or never worn a bicycle helmet (see Figure
3).

• No significant differences exist among students by
gender, race/ethnicity group or grade level.

Rode with a Driver Who Had Been Drinking
Alcohol

• During the 30 days preceding the survey, 39.7
percent of students had ridden one or more times
with a driver who had been drinking alcohol (see
Figure 4).

• Hispanic students (47.0%) were significantly more
likely than white (36.5%) and African American
students (31.6%) to have ridden with a driver who
had been drinking alcohol.

• No significant differences exist among students by
gender or grade level.

Drove After Drinking Alcohol

• During the 30 days preceding the survey, 16.3
percent of students had driven a car or other
vehicle one or more times after drinking alcohol
(see Figure 5).

• Male students (20.3%) were significantly more
likely than female students (12.1%) to have driven
after drinking alcohol.

• White students (18.1%) and Hispanic students
(16.8%) were significantly more likely than African
American students (8.2%) to have driven after
drinking alcohol.

• Students in grades 11 (21.3%) and grades 12
(27.6%) were significantly more likely than stu-
dents in grades 9 (9.6%) and grades 10 (11.3%) to
have driven after drinking alcohol.
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Intentional Injuries

Carried a Weapon

• On one or more of the 30 days preceding the
survey, 17.9 percent of students had carried a
weapon (e.g., a gun, knife, or club) (see Figure 6).

• Male students (29.1%) were significantly more
likely than female students (6.4%) to have carried
a weapon.

• A greater proportion of whites students (20.0%)
reported having carried a weapon than African
American students (16.4%) and Hispanics stu-
dents (15.4%), although race/ethnicity differences
did not reach statistical significance.

• A greater proportion of 9th grade students
(22.1%) reported having carried a weapon than
students enrolled in grades 10 (15.8%), 11
(17.4%) and 12 (13.8%), although differences did
not reach statistical significance.

Carried a Gun

• On one or more of the 30 days preceding the
survey, 5.2 percent of students had carried a gun
(see Figure 7).

• Male students (9.0%) were significantly more
likely than female students (1.4%) to have carried
a gun.

• No significant differences exist among students by
race/ethnicity group or grade levels.

� Tobacco use
� Alcohol and other drug use
� Sexual behaviors that result in

HIV, STDs and unintended
pregnancies

� Dietary Behaviors
� Physical Activity

The 2001 Texas YRBS is a com-
posite of two samples:  schools in the
Texas state YRBS and schools in the
national YRBS that are located in
Texas.  The Texas YRBS employed a
two-stage cluster sample design to
produce representative samples of
students in grades 9 through 12.  For
the 2001 survey, the school response

rate was 80 percent (91 of the 114
eligible sampled schools partici-
pated) while the student response
rate was 79 percent (7,067 of the
8,917 sampled students completed
usable questionnaires).  Therefore,
the overall response rate was 63
percent (school response rate times
student response rate).  SUDAAN
was used to compute 95 percent
confidence intervals to determine
differences among subgoups at the
p<0.05 level.  Differences between
prevalence estimates were considered
statistically significant if the 95
percent confidence intervals did not
overlap.

Methods

The Youth Risk Behavior Survey
(YRBS) was developed by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention to
monitor priority health risk behaviors
that contribute to leading causes of
mortality, morbidity, and social
problems among youth and adults.

These behaviors fall under six
categories:

� Behaviors that result in
unintentional and intentional
injuries
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Suicide Ideation and Attempts

Seriously Considered Attempting Suicide

• During the 12 months preceding the survey, 17.7
percent of students had seriously considered
attempting suicide (see Figure 8).

• Female students (23.2%) were significantly more
likely than male students (12.5%) to have consid-
ered attempting suicide.

• Hispanic students (19.9%) were significantly
more likely than African American students
(13.9%) to have considered attempting suicide.

• No significant differences exist among students by
grade level.

Made a Suicide Plan

• During the 12 months preceding the survey, 13.4
percent of students had made a specific plan to
attempt suicide (see Figure 9).

• Female students (16.1%) were significantly more
likely than male students (10.9%) to have made a
suicide plan.

• A greater proportion of Hispanic students
(15.0%) had made a specific plan to attempt
suicide than white students (12.7%) and African
American students (10.8%), although race/
ethnicity differences did not reach statistical
significance.

• Students in grade 9 (15.3%) were more likely
than students in grade 12 (10.1%) to have made a
suicide plan.

Attempted Suicide

• During the 12 months preceding the survey, 9.0
percent of students had attempted suicide one or
more times (see Figure 10).

• Female students (12.7%) were significantly more
likely than male students (5.3%) to have at-
tempted suicide.

• Hispanic students (12.1%) were significantly
more likely than white students (6.7%) to have
attempted suicide.

• Students in grade 9 (10.7%) were significantly
more likely than students in grade 12 (5.9%) to
have attempted suicide.
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Suicide Attempt Required Medical Attention

• During the 12 months preceding the survey, 2.3
percent of students had made a suicide attempt
that resulted in an injury, poisoning, or overdose
that had been treated by a doctor or a nurse (see
Figure 11).

• No significant differences exist among students by
race/ethnicity group or grade level.

School-related Violence

Felt Too Unsafe to Attend School

• During the 30 days preceding the survey, 7.5
percent of students had missed one or more days
of school because they had felt unsafe at school or
when traveling to or from school (see Figure 12).

• African American students (11.4%) and Hispanic
students (9.5%) were significantly more likely
than white students (4.5%) to have felt unsafe.

• No significant differences exist among students by
grade level.

Carried A Weapon on School Property

• On one or more of the 30 days preceding the
survey, 7.5 percent  of students had carried a
weapon (e.g. a gun, knife, or club) on school
property  (see Figure 13).

• Male students (12.4%) were significantly more
likely than female students (2.4%) to have carried
a weapon on school property.

• No significant differences exist among students by
race/ethnicity group or grade level.
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Threatened or Injured with a Weapon on
School Property

• During the 12 months preceding the survey, 8.6
percent of students had been threatened or
injured with a weapon on school property one or
more times (see Figure 14).

• Male students (11.0%) were significantly more
likely than female students (5.9%) to have been
threatened or injured with a weapon on school
property.

• African American students (12.9%) were signifi-
cantly more likely than white students (7.7%) and
Hispanic students (7.6%) to have been threatened
or injured with a weapon on school property.

• Students in grade 9 (11.1%) were significantly
more likely than students in grades 11 (6.5%) and
12 (4.9%) to have been threatened or injured
with a weapon on school property.  Students in
grade 10 (9.8%) were significantly more likely
than students in grades 12 (4.9%) to have been
threatened or injured with a weapon on school
property.

In a Physical Fight on School Property

• During the 12 months preceding the survey, 13.0
percent of students had been in a physical fight on
school property one or more times (see Figure
15).

• Male students (17.6%) were significantly more
likely than female students (8.0%) to have been in
a physical fight on school property.

• A greater proportion of African American stu-
dents (16.4%) reported that they were in a physi-
cal fight on school property than Hispanic stu-
dents (12.7%) and white students (12.0%),
although the differences did not reach statistical
significance.

• Students in grade 9 (18.7%) were significantly
more likely than students in grades 10 (12.3%),
11 (9.9%) and 12 (7.3%) to have been in a
physical fight on school property.
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Other Behaviors That Contribute To
Violence

Physical Fighting

• During the 12 months preceding the survey, 32.6
percent of students were in a physical fight one or
more times (see Figure 16).

• Male students (41.6%) were significantly more
likely than female students (23.0%) to be in-
volved in a physical fight.

• Students in grade 9 (37.5%) were significantly
more likely than students in grades 11 (35.0%)
and 12 (26.2%) to be involved in a physical fight.

• No significant differences exist among students by
race/ethnicity group.

Dating Violence

• During the twelve months preceding the survey,
9.8 percent of students were ever hit, slapped, or
physically hurt on purpose by their boyfriend or
girlfriend (see Figure 17).

• No significant differences exist among students by
race/ethnicity group or grade level.

Forced Sexual Intercourse

• The percentage of students who had ever been
physically forced to have sexual intercourse when
they did not want to was 8.1 percent (see Figure
18).

• Female students (11.5%) were significantly more
likely than male students (4.8%) to have ever
been physically forced to have sexual intercourse.

• African American students (11.3%) were signifi-
cantly more likely than white students (6.5%) to
have ever been physically forced to have sexual
intercourse.

• No significant differences exist among students by
grade level.

Injury Among Texas Youth - 2001 Texas Youth Risk Behavior Survey

7



YRUJNILANOITNETNINU ECNELOIVDETALER-LOOHCS

REVENROYLERAR
TLEBTAESAEROW

REVENROYLERAR
AEROW

ELCYCROTOM
TEMLEH

REVENROYLERAR
ELCYCIBAEROW

TEMLEH

AHTIWEDOR
DAHOHWREVIRD

GNIKNIRDNEEB
LOHOCLA

RETFAEVORD
LOHOCLAGNIKNIRD

EFASNUOOTTLEF
LOOHCSDNETTAOT

NOPAEWADEIRRAC
LOOHCSNO

YTREPORP

RODENETAERHT
AHTIWDERUJNI

NONOPAEW
YTREPORPLOOHCS

THGIFLACISYHPANI
LOOHCSNO

YTREPORP

IC%59 IC%59 IC%59 IC%59 IC%59 IC%59 IC%59 IC%59 IC%59

% woL hgiH % woL hgiH % woL hgiH % woL hgiH % woL hgiH % woL hgiH % woL hgiH % woL hgiH % woL hgiH

SELAM 9.21 3.01 4.51 2.84 2.24 3.45 0.39 7.19 3.49 6.93 6.63 6.24 3.02 2.81 3.22 3.6 8.4 9.7 4.21 1.9 7.51 0.11 4.9 7.21 6.71 9.41 4.02

SELAMEF 7.7 8.5 6.9 8.44 0.83 6.15 6.19 8.98 3.39 9.93 0.63 8.34 1.21 3.01 9.31 5.8 8.6 3.01 4.2 6.1 3.3 9.5 9.4 0.7 0.8 6.6 4.9

SETIHW 1.01 4.7 8.21 6.04 2.53 0.64 7.19 1.09 2.39 5.63 9.13 1.14 1.81 8.51 4.02 5.4 0.3 0.6 9.9 7.6 1.31 7.7 0.6 3.9 0.21 5.9 6.41

REMARFA 8.01 8.8 8.21 0.15 1.14 0.16 5.39 0.29 0.59 6.13 6.72 6.53 2.8 3.6 0.01 4.11 2.9 6.31 9.4 6.2 3.7 9.21 0.01 8.51 4.61 6.31 1.91

SCINAPSIH 8.01 6.8 0.31 7.95 5.15 0.86 1.39 9.09 2.59 0.74 4.34 5.05 8.61 9.41 6.81 5.9 7.7 3.11 1.5 4.3 7.6 6.7 1.6 1.9 7.21 2.01 2.51

ht9 0.11 3.8 7.31 9.44 0.63 8.35 3.19 7.88 9.39 0.63 7.13 2.04 6.9 8.7 5.11 7.7 6.5 7.9 7.8 5.4 9.21 1.11 5.9 7.21 7.81 3.51 1.22

ht01 9.8 1.7 7.01 6.44 8.63 4.25 4.39 5.19 3.59 0.04 8.63 2.34 3.11 7.9 9.21 5.7 4.5 6.9 9.6 6.4 3.9 8.9 9.7 8.11 3.21 4.9 2.51

ht11 5.9 8.6 1.21 0.55 6.84 4.16 1.39 9.98 2.69 8.24 4.83 2.74 3.12 0.81 6.42 8.7 8.4 8.01 2.7 5.5 8.8 5.6 3.4 6.8 9.9 8.6 1.31

ht21 8.11 7.9 0.41 8.44 6.73 0.25 5.29 8.98 3.59 0.24 3.73 7.64 6.72 8.22 3.23 2.6 1.4 3.8 2.6 5.3 8.8 9.4 9.2 9.6 3.7 8.3 7.01

LATOT 4.01 7.8 2.21 1.74 1.24 1.25 4.29 3.19 5.39 7.93 5.63 9.24 3.61 7.41 8.71 5.7 1.6 8.8 5.7 5.5 5.9 6.8 6.7 5.9 0.31 2.11 8.41
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SELAM 1.92 5.42 7.33 0.9 5.6 4.11 5.21 9.01 1.41 9.01 2.9 6.21 3.5 2.4 3.6 5.1 9.0 2.2 6.14 6.83 6.44 7.8 0.7 4.01 8.4 6.3 9.5

SELAMEF 4.6 9.4 9.7 4.1 0.1 9.1 2.32 3.12 0.52 1.61 5.41 7.71 7.21 0.11 4.41 1.3 2.3 9.3 0.32 6.91 3.62 8.01 1.8 6.31 5.11 8.8 2.41

SETIHW 0.02 7.41 2.52 8.4 6.2 9.6 8.61 6.41 1.91 7.21 5.01 0.51 7.6 4.5 9.7 7.1 1.1 3.2 6.03 2.62 9.43 7.8 6.6 8.01 5.6 3.5 6.7

REMARFA 4.61 2.31 6.91 9.7 8.5 9.9 9.31 3.11 4.61 8.01 7.8 9.21 4.8 3.5 6.11 7.2 3.1 1.4 4.63 9.13 8.04 8.31 7.01 8.61 3.11 2.9 5.31

SCINAPSIH 4.51 5.21 2.81 6.4 2.3 0.6 9.91 3.81 6.12 0.51 6.31 4.61 1.21 6.01 7.31 0.3 1.2 8.3 5.33 8.03 3.63 5.9 7.6 3.21 0.9 2.6 7.11

ht9 1.22 7.51 6.82 3.6 7.3 9.8 0.91 5.61 5.12 3.51 7.21 9.71 7.01 7.8 7.21 0.3 0.2 9.3 5.73 5.23 5.24 3.7 2.5 3.9 4.7 6.5 3.9

ht01 8.51 3.21 3.91 9.4 3.3 5.6 1.81 8.51 4.02 8.21 9.01 8.41 2.9 1.7 3.11 9.1 0.1 7.2 0.53 2.13 8.83 6.9 8.6 4.21 9.6 5.4 3.9

ht11 4.71 1.51 7.91 8.4 3.3 3.6 4.71 8.31 9.02 7.31 2.11 2.61 8.8 0.6 6.11 1.2 3.1 8.2 7.72 6.32 8.13 0.11 3.8 7.31 2.8 1.6 2.01

ht21 8.31 5.01 1.71 9.3 8.1 9.5 9.41 0.31 9.61 1.01 1.8 2.21 9.5 2.4 6.7 6.1 5.0 7.2 2.62 2.12 3.13 4.21 0.9 7.51 3.01 8.7 7.21

LATOT 9.71 8.41 1.12 2.5 9.3 6.6 7.71 4.61 0.91 4.31 3.21 5.41 0.9 9.7 1.01 3.2 7.1 9.2 6.23 7.92 4.53 8.9 8.7 8.11 1.8 5.6 8.9


