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By Van de Putte H B. No. 1751
76R6317 AJA-D
A BILL TO BE ENTI TLED
AN ACT
relating to health insurance coverage for nedical foods.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Article 3.79, Insurance Code, is anended to read
as foll ows:

Art. 3.79. COVERAGE FOR SPECI AL DI ETARY FORMJLAS FOR
| NDI VI DUALS W TH PHENYLKETONURI A OR OTHER HERI TABLE DI SEASES

Sec. 1. DEFINITIONS. In this article:

(1) "Health insurance policy" neans any group policy,
contract, or certificate of health insurance or evidence of
coverage delivered, issued for delivery, or renewed in this state
by an insurance conpany, including a group hospital service
corporation under Chapter 20 of this code and a heal th mai nt enance
organi zati on under the Texas Heal th Mai ntenance O gani zati on Act
(Chapter 20A, Vernon's Texas |nsurance Code).

(2) "Heritable disease" nmeans an inherited di sease
that may result in nmental or physical retardation or death.

(3) "Medical food" neans a food that is fornmulated to
be consuned and administered enterally under the supervision of a
physician and that is intended for the specific dietary nanagenent
of a disease or condition for which distinctive nutritional
requi renents, based on recognized scientific principles, are
establ i shed by nedi cal eval uati on.

(4) "Phenyl ketonuria" nmeans an inherited condition
that may cause severe nental retardation if not treated.

Sec. 2. COVERAGE REQUI RED. Each health insurance policy
shall include coverage for fornulas and nedi cal foods necessary for
the treatnment of phenyl ketonuria or other heritable diseases to the
sane extent as for drugs available only on the orders of a
physi ci an.

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect Septenber 1, 1999, and
applies only to an insurance policy that is delivered, issued for
delivery, or renewed on or after January 1, 2000. A policy
delivered, issued for delivery, or renewed before January 1, 2000,
Is governed by the law as it existed i medi ately before the
effective date of this Act.

SECTION 3. The inportance of this |egislation and the
crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an
emergency and an inperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several
days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended.

COVM TTEE AMENDVENT NO. 1

Amrend H B. 1751, SECTION 1, by anending Article 3.79, Section

2, Insurance Code, on page 2, lines 4-5, to read as foll ows:




2-21 Sec. 2. COVERAGE REQUI RED. Each health insurance policy

2-22 shall include coverage for fornulas and nedi cal foods necessary for
2-23 the treatnment of phenyl ketonuria or other heritable di seases under
2-24 Chapter 33, Health and Safety Code, to the sane extent as for drugs
2-25 avai l abl e only on the orders of a physician.

2- 26 Seanman
3-1 COVM TTEE AMENDVENT NO. 2

3-2 Amrend H. B. 1751, on page 2, line 7, in Article 3.79 of the
3-3 | nsurance Code, by adding a new SECTION 2 to read as fol |l ows:

3-4 SECTION 2. LIMTATION OF BENEFITS. Each health insurance
3-5 policy that shall include coverage for fornmulas and nedi cal foods
3-6 under SECTION 1, Section 2, as prescribed above, may limt the

3-7 dol l ar ampunt of the covered benefit to a nmaxi mum under the

3-8 enroll ee contract of $3,500.00 per year.

3-9 Renunbering all sections accordingly.

3-10 Seanman
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