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October 11, 2007

Dear Stakeholder:

On behalf of Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Offender Education Programs, you are cordially invited to a Stakeholders’ Forum on Tuesday October 31, 2007 from 1:00-5:00 pm to discuss current issues regarding the DWI Education, DWI Intervention, and Drug Offender Education Programs.  In initiating review of its existing Offender Education rules, DSHS would like to take this opportunity to obtain your input regarding those rules, found at Title 25 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 453.  Please see the attached draft agenda. 

This Stakeholders’ Forum will be conducted at:

· The Commons Conference Center on the JJ Pickle Research Campus 

· 10100 Burnet Road, Austin TX 78758 

· Big Tex Auditorium

The Commons Conference Center phone is (512)471-5898.

Please plan to attend this forum, as the issues discussed will impact all stakeholders of the DWI Education, DWI Intervention, and Drug Offender Education Programs.  Please feel free to extend this invitation to others in your community who may also have an interest in this topic.

During the forum, you will have the opportunity to give your input concerning the current Offender Education rules, found at Title 25 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 453, which can be accessed at http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/offendered/oe_rules.shtm.  

Please bring a copy of the rules with you to the meeting. 

One new issue that will be discussed is whether to offer a web-based option for the above-mentioned programs. DSHS would like your input on the advisability of such and your perspective on the implications this might have for the effectiveness of instruction and curricula, security/ identity control, instructor/student interaction, evaluation of course effectiveness, course monitoring, and related topics.    

This forum will be a preliminary, informal opportunity for DSHS to obtain stakeholder input on existing rules and ideas for possible amendments.  There will be additional opportunities for you to provide both informal and formal input as the rule review process continues.  Please check the DSHS Offender Education website at: http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/offendered for rulemaking updates.

If you have any questions or need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 800-832-9623 x2140 or via email at celeste.lunceford@dshs.state.tx.us .  

We look forward to seeing you on October 31, 2007. 

Sincerely,

Celeste Lunceford, MS, LPC

Manager, Offender Education Programs
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