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Texan
Army Corps of Engineers,

ORCA Provide Water
Management Training

By Jennifer Allis, ORCA
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Governor
Perry Names
New Border
Commerce
Coordinator
By Julie V. Kelly, ORCA
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From the Desk of...
The Executive Director
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The Executive Committee Chair
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William M. Jeter III
Chair, ORCA Executive Committee
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Do you still want to
receive The Rural Texan?

Remember to fill out the
Subscription Renewal Form
on page 24 and return it to

ORCA!



4                  The Rural Texan  ✯  Office of Rural Community Affairs  ✯  Summer 2004

����

� �������	���������������
����
������ 	
�������� �
����
����	�	���
���������
����������
��	����
�������
�����
�
������������������	���	�

����
������
���
�����	��	��������
��������������������	���
���������
��
��
��
�����
��
���������	�
��
��
�	����������	�
���
�

�
��"��	������#����� �����	�������	�
�	
���	���	�
�����������
��������	��

����
����������������������
	����
���
	
��������������
��
���
����������


��������������������
�
�	���
�	������������
�����
��
��������
����
����

����������

	����
�����������
5�����
�

�
	
�����������������	�
����	
���	���
��������	
���	�	���������
��	��������
�������	��
�
��������

��������	���
����
��������
�
�������
��
������
������� ��	
��� �
�	�� ���	�	�
� 	��
����� ����
�

������������ ������� ����
�
�	��������	�	�
���������&����
����
���������	���������������
�	������
��

�
��������C�������������	�
����	���� ���	�	���

������������ ������� ��
���&����
	������ �
�	��������	�	�
� ������������	�	�
� ������������������
���	����
�
����

Guest Column

The Rural Texan is a free publication of the
Office of Rural Community Affairs (ORCA).

It is produced quarterly to inform the public about agency
programs and services, and is written and designed

in-house by agency staff.

To contribute articles for consideration of publication in
The Rural Texan, contact ORCA.

Copies of this publication have been distributed in compliance
with the State Depository Law and are available for public use
through the Texas State Publications Depository Program at
the Texas State Library and other state depository libraries.

To subscribe to The Rural Texan, or for more
information about ORCA, contact:

Office of Rural Community Affairs
P.O. Box 12877, Austin, TX 78711

Phone:  512-936-6701,  Toll free:  800-544-2042
Fax:  512-936-6776

 E-mail:  orca@orca.state.tx.us, Web:  www.orca.state.tx.us
Jill McFarren, Editor

Julie V. Kelly, Managing Editor

Volume 3, Issue 1, Summer 2004

ORCA does not endorse any product or service discussed in this
newsletter. Such discussions are provided to readers

for information only.

Quality Health Care is a Vital Sign of a Strong
Rural Community

 By Senator Robert L. Duncan, Lubbock
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Cartoon by Tim Size, Executive Director, Rural Wisconsin Health
Cooperative. Reprinted with permission.
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Spotlight On...
The City of Vernon
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Summer’s Last Blast classic car festival at Vernon, Texas, 2003. Photo
courtesy of www.vsmca.com.

TMA: Focused
on Rural Texas
By Pam Baggett, Texas Medical Association
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Family Land Heritage Program Seeks Historic
Farms and Ranches for Recognition
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Governors
Association
Guide
Focuses on
Entrepreneurs
By Julie V. Kelly, ORCA
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Colonias In
Texas:
Challenges for Aging Well

Part 4 of 5 Part Series

By Liliana Santoyo, Texas Department on Aging
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Recent Rural
Publications

Heart of Texas Wildlife Trail Maps

The maps, produced by the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department, are available for
East and West Texas and include 336 sites
to view wildlife. To order, call the Texas
Cooperative Extension Bookstore at 888-
900-2577, or visit http://tcebookstore.org/
browse.cfm?catid=170.

The Devil is in the Details:
Rural Sensitive Best Practices

for Accountability Under
No Child Left Behind

Released in January 2004, this report by
Lorna Jimerson, EdD, reviews rural-
sensitive state accountability plans in 15
states other than Texas. Available online
at www.ruraledu.org/docs/devildetails.pdf

Produce Growers and
Shippers Guide

The Texas Department of Agriculture’s
produce guide is available online, in print
and on CD-ROM. Call 877-99GO-TEX, or
visit www.picktexas.com.
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EPA Report
Links Water
Quality with
Smart Growth
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Rural Viability Index:
A New Tool for Assessing

Rural Communities
By Jill McFarren, ORCA

�������������
	������������	���������������
������	�	%��
��������������������
��
����
���������	������
��������
��	�
	���
�	��������	���	
��������	�������
��&
�����
��.//0� ��
������������
�����
�

1�

���
�������3��������������+���	������	����������
��G<���	���
	�������"# ��

�
�� 6#����� F	��	�	��
�����(� �� ����� ���
�

�

	��� #����
 �����	�	�
7������
������
���	�	��
� ����������	��
��
	����
��
����������	��
��� ���	��� �
�� ��	
�	��

����
�����
�	��������	��
���� 	����	��� ��

	���
���	��
� ���� �������� ���
������� ������	��
�����	���

�
�� ��
����� �������

���������� �
�� ������
�
	�
� ����	���
������	
�������������	�
��
�����
����������	�	��
������������
���
��������
��
	��������	����	������
�����	%�����
�����
�
��
��� ��
����
� 
���	�	�� ��
������ ������	��

�
��	���	�	���������
�?/�&�������
��������
	�����	���	���
��������	����	��	�	��������	��������

�
	�����	���9	�����
����	���������;(�:�������
	�
��!��������!�����	����!��	���������3����������
*����
��*��
	�������	�������� �����������
����������������
������	���

��� ,����� �
��"# ��!�����	��� ���	����� ������	%���:���:�����
�R����� �
�� ��
������������
���	
��������
�����������������������$���������
�����	������	���
������������������
���������9���
�
����;

6:���R���5
�������

	�������
��������
�����
�� ��
�����
������
�
������
������	������������	������	��
���$�����
���	
���	����	������������7�
�	��#�����,��6���7���

����<���"# ��!�����	���:	�������
6�
	
��������	����

	
��
�������������	�	�
������
�	���	�	%��
�	��&	�&'
����	����
�������	��������


�����
�	���������7

6 ��
��������$���
������
������	���	���������	����������	����������������������
������
���
������
����'���������$���
���������'��������	���
������	�	�������'�����������	����
�����
������
�������������7

�	��#	�
������� 
	�������:��������*����������
��!������G�*������R��
�� 
�	���������
��G<
��	���
	����6�
����������
����
�����	��
��
����	������
��
��
����������
�����	�����5�����	�
������
�������
����
�� ��
����������������"# ����
��������������	�����������	
	��'��&��
�������������
����	�������	���	

��
������
���	�	%��
��������
�7

 �������"# �����������	�������	�������
��#�����F	��	�	���������

������� ��!��
���
�� ������������"����� #�����"����� ��� ��""�
$
%��""�
$� �����&'�(����
$�)����
�������*����%+��������� �����&'���
��
����������,�
����
*���%,�
����
*��� �����&'� �����+����������#��������
%-������ �����&'�)������� #����� ��� ������ %���.��� �����&'� �	�����
��
����� ��/� ��"���*� 0���'� �� ��!��
���
��  ������������"����
)����
��0������������1������
$�"����%�����23�����	��� �������&'�,�
$�
+��������������% ����*��� �����'�����-�
*����)����������"������%������
 �����&/� ������������� ����.�� ����� �����"��� ����� �4��!��
���
�

 �����������������	�
������*���/



Toll Free:  800-544-2042  ✯  Fax:  512-936-6776  ✯  Web:  www.orca.state.tx.us  ✯  E-mail:  orca@orca.state.tx.us              9

ORCA Executive
Committee
William Jeter, Chair

Bryan (Brazos County)
713-688-6262

David Alders
Nacogdoches (Nacogdoches County)

936-569-1284

Nicki Harle
Baird (Callahan County)

325-676-0329

Carol Harrell, Vice Chair
Jefferson (Marion County)

903-665-2700

Wallace Klussmann
Fredericksburg (Gillespie/Llano Counties)

325-247-3233

Jim Roberts
Lubbock (Lubbock County)

806-741-4200

Lydia Rangel Saenz
Carrizo Springs (Dimmit County)

830-876-9779

Patrick Wallace
Athens (Henderson County)

903-676-1191

Michael Waters, Secretary
Abilene (Taylor County)

325-670-2201

ORCA’s Picture of the Quarter!

ORCA’s Mission:

“To assist rural Texans who seek
to enhance their quality of life by

facilitating, with integrity, the use of
the resources of our state so that
sustained economic growth will

enrich the rural Texas experience
for the benefit of all.”

Governor Perry Recognizes
Community Development

Week in Texas
By Jill McFarren, ORCA
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A colossal, smiling squirrel welcomes shoppers to Aunt Aggie De’s Pralines in
Sinton (San Patricio County), Texas.
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Center for Community Support
Helps Rural Texans Win Grants

By Kash Krinhop, Martha Garcia and Charis Rutherford, Center for Community Support
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info@organization.com
General Addresses Keep Emails On Target

By Jill McFarren, ORCA
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Texas Medical Association Resolution Aimed
at Training Doctors in Texas

By Julie V. Kelly, ORCA
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BPL Blazes Trail Across Rural Texas
By Julie V. Kelly, ORCA
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ORCA Funding
Opportunities
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Funding Opportunities

Got a Good Story
to Share?

Do you have a cool story to
share with the world, where
one of your projects really

made a difference in peoples’/
communities’ lives?

Then you should consider
submitting it to the

US Department of Housing
and Urban Development

(HUD) for publication on HUD’s
website.

We would love to see rural
areas and small communities

get their fair share of attention!

For more information, call
202-708-1112 or visit the

“Daily Message”
at http://www.hud.gov/news/

focusarc.cfm or visit
“Good Stories”

at http://www.hud.gov/library/
bookshelf20/index.cfm.

A Sampling of Opportunities Available to Rural Texans

Funding for People
with Developmental
Disabilities
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Learning Opportunities

Conferences, Events
Around Texas
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Web Cast Training:
Arsenic Rules
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Small Business
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A Sampling of Opportunities Available to Rural Texans

Grant Writing
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Cost-Effective Brush Control in Pasture, Fencing
Get the Upper Hand with Herbicides and Smart Application

By Rick Hirsch, County Extension Agent
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Key to Safe
Driving on
Rural Roads:
Wear Your
Seatbelt
�
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Tips for Safe Driving
 on Rural Roads

1) Don’t drink and drive.

2) Always wear your
seatbelt.

3) Always have passengers
wear a seatbelt.

4) Do not exceed the speed
limit.

5) Reduce speed in poor
weather conditions.
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Thank you

����Area Health Education Centers of the Plains/Texas Tech University
   Health Sciences Center

����Texas Academy of Family Physicians

����Texas Hospital Association

����Texas Organization of Rural & Community Hospitals

��������	
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�������������	�
�

Texas Dental  Association

Texas Osteopathic
Medical Association

Texas Association
of Community Health

Centers

Texas Medical Association

University of Texas
Health Science Center

at San Antonio/Center for
South Texas Programs

Additional
Sponsors

SILVER Sponsor:
Afternoon Refreshment

Break

BRONZE Sponsors:
Morning Refreshment

Break
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GOLD Sponsors: Reception and HealthFind Hospitality Suite Sponsors
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ORCA Delivers $54,346,764 to Rural Texas
Localities in 2nd Quarter

Community Development Block Grant Awards Total $48,778,573
By Jill McFarren, ORCA
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Medicare Boosts Payments for Ambulances
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Awards,
Recognitions

Around Rural Texas

The El Paso Collaborative for
Community and Economic
Development received the 2004 Texas
Rural Best Award from Texas Rural
Communities, Inc. (TRC). The $10,000
grant is awarded annually by TRC to
an innovative program benefiting rural
Texans. The El Paso Collaborative
received the award for its comic-book
style financial education materials for
colonia residents.

In May 2004 the Texas Department of
Housing and Community Affairs
received the “Rural Partner” award from
the Association of Rural Communities
in Texas. TDHCA received the award in
recognition of its work with rural
communities to address affordable
housing issues during the 78th Texas
Legislative regular session.

Agriculture Commissioner Susan
Combs was recently honored at the
TIME / ABC News Summit on Obesity
for her work to fight obesity. Texas was
recognized as being the first state in
the nation to implement a far-reaching
statewide school nutrition policy and for
its innovative work to combat childhood
obesity. The policy limits the sale of
foods with minimal nutritional value in
elementary and middle schools across
the state.

Dr. Sidney Ontai of Plainview (Hale
County) received the 2004 Marion
Zetzman award in July from the Texas
Rural Health Association for his work
to improve access to treatment for
remote communities in West Texas and
the Panhandle. Dr. Ontai collaborated
with the Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center’s School of Pharmacy
and Center for Telemedicine to develop
a telemedicine system so that residents
of Turkey (Hall County) and Quitaque
(Briscoe County) would not have to
drive two hours to visit a doctor.

Tourism: Good for Texas,
Great for Rural Texas

By Julie V. Kelly, ORCA
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Who Visits Rural Texas? Big Spenders!
By Julie V. Kelly, ORCA
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Chairman Rick Hardcastle of Vernon discusses
rural community issues at the all-rural Texas Sum-
mit in New Braufels, Texas.

Rural Texans Share Ideas at
Annual Summit

By Julie V. Kelly, ORCA
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Web-Based Program Helps Rice Farmers
Predict Crop Development

By Jay Cockrell, Texas A&M University
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Rural Texas at
Forefront of
Renewable
Energy Effort
By Julie V. Kelly, ORCA
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First-Run Films Hit Vintage Venue
By Mary Alice Smith, ORCA
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The marquee is as famous as the theater.  The
Rialto Theater is once again showing first-run fea-
ture films.

Crowell Courts Astronomers and Hunters
By Julie V. Kelly, ORCA
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The Three Rivers Economic De-
velopment Committee purchased
the Rialto Theater and supplied
state-of-the-art sound and video
equipment.
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Living in Rural Texas!
Small Town Charm Meets the Great Outdoors

Knox County

By The Honorable Greg Clonts, Knox County Judge
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Alice (Jim Wells County)

By The Honorable L. Arnoldo Saenz, Jim Wells

County Judge
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Milam (Sabine County)

By The Honorable Jack Leath, Sabine County

Judge
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Why Stop in...
Rusk County
“Rusk County was established in 1843 and
is two years older that the state of Texas.
Henderson, our county seat, is a Main Street
City and a Lone Star City, offering a sense
of history, fabulous shopping and beauty –
especially at Christmas. For sportsman,
Rusk county has fishing, hunting, and
camping within a short distance. I’d have
to say that what makes Rusk County unique
is the wonderful, giving people who live
here. We are blessed with great
neighborhoods, beautiful churches, good
schools and excellent shopping. You can’t
beat Rusk County for good living and a
good visit.”

!�The Honorable Sandra Hodges,   Rusk
County Judge
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New Water-Related Information,
Resources Available

Publications are Result of ORCA Partnership with
US Army Corps of Engineers

By Jill McFarren, ORCA
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Rains a Welcome Change ...
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Governor Perry Names New Border Commerce Coordinator ...
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Submit Photos to ORCA!

ORCA is interested in
publishing images of  rural

Texas. Please include
caption and contact

information. Email jpeg files
to jkelly@orca.state.tx.us.
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ORCA Program Activities
ORCA
Launches
Revised Web
Site
By Jill McFarren, ORCA
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Want to E-mail ORCA?
To e-mail a member of the ORCA staff, address the message

to the staff member’s first initial and full last
name@orca.state.tx.us.

For example, to e-mail Julie V. Kelly use
 jkelly@orca.state.tx.us.

Just want to send comments to the
agency in general?

Send your e-mail to orca@orca.state.tx.us.

ORCA Vies for 2005 Federal
Rural AED Grant

By Al Lewis, ORCA

Subscribe now!

Do you still want to
receive The Rural Texan?

�������Funding and Learning
       Opportunities

�������Spotlight on Rural
       Communities

�������Guest Features on
       Rural Issue Areas

Remember to fill out the
Subscription Renewal Form

on page 24 and
return it to ORCA!
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Austin, TX

Subscription Renewal Notice
Attention all readers of The Rural Texan!

A restriction in the General Appropriations Act prohibits us from continuing to mail this
newsletter to individuals unless they indicate their desire to continue receiving it.

Please let us know if you wish to continue receiving this newsletter by filling out the form below and returning this page to ORCA at
512-936-6776.  You may also visit us online at www.orca.state.tx.us and fill out the “ORCA Information Sharing Service” form, or
mail the form below to: The Rural Texan, Office of Rural Community Affairs, PO Box 12877, Austin, TX 78711.

The Spring 2004 and all subsequent newsletters will be mailed only to those persons who have indicated in writing their desire to
receive The Rural Texan.

❑  YES, please mail a hard copy of The Rural Texan to me every quarter.  My contact information is listed below.
❑  Please notify me by e-mail when the newest issue of The Rural Texan is available online.  My contact information is listed below.

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Organization: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: _____________________________________________________________________________________

County: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number: ____________________________________________Fax number: _______________________________

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Web Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

The following best describes my roles in the rural Texas arena (check all that apply)*:

__Academic/Education
__Agriculture related
__Community / Economic Development
__Consultant
__Education related

__Environment/Water related
__For Profit organization representative
__Government employee (i.e., federal,
     state, or local)
__Health care related
__Housing related

*For our e-mail users, this information will allow us to provide related grant opportunities and other information to you in a timely
manner electronically.

__Non-Profit organization representative
__Social Service related
__Transportation related
__Utilities and Telecommunications

Other: __________________________
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P.O. Box 12877

Austin, TX 78711


